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Chairman’s notes

More fruit needed!
One of the great requirements in mission

persecution are frequently the experience

is that we produce more fruit! We are

of our missionaries. We were reminded of

just not being as productive as we could

that at our Annual Mission Day in October

be……

as we heard of some of the challenges

…but there is a plan in place to remedy

facing them, especially in Europe. We also

this shortcoming – it is not a plan that

see something of the difﬁculties faced by

the missionaries have arrived at, or the

our missionaries in Peru in this issue of the

churches that have sent them. It is not

Herald.

before he was cruciﬁed and we read about

Fruitfulness in
God uses to ‘prune’ his children – with the Jesus’ terms
is to be like
purpose of making us more fruitful. These
Christ – to
things may be used by God to stop us
obey as he
relying on ourselves and to drive us to rely
on God, as Paul testiﬁed when he wrote to obeyed and
the Corinthians (2 Cor 1:8-9).
to love as he
There is nothing like a life that is truly
loved

it in John 15. It involves the gardener (or

fulﬁlled and lived with the clear and great

‘vinedresser’), who is God the Father,

purpose of serving such a glorious king

pruning the branches of the vine. It may

and being wonderfully changed into

not seem the most exciting or glamorous

Christ’s likeness. The process may not be

plan to us, but it is essential if we are to

easy or comfortable but the outcome is

become more productive. Being ‘pruned’

worth it! Pray for those missionaries who

is unlikely to be a pleasant experience

are experiencing trials and testing that

for the branch (the believer) but just as

God would use these things to prune them

it is necessary for the natural vine, so it

and make them even more productive.

a scheme that GBM staff in Abingdon
or the GBM Council has devised, but it
is one that is much more reliable and is
guaranteed to bring success. It is one
planned and being put into effect by our
triune God.
Jesus told his disciples about it just

is essential for the servant of God to be

Such trials are often the means that

Pray that they may know Christ’s joy and

pruned in order that they become more

the conﬁdence that comes from knowing

fruitful.

that they have been chosen by God and

We must be careful though, not to

appointed to bear fruit that will last. Pray

deﬁne fruitfulness just in terms of converts,

the same for yourself and your fellow

or members added to the church, or things

church members. The wonderful truth is

that can be counted. Fruitfulness in Jesus’

that we can be conﬁdent that our prayers

terms is to be like Christ – to obey as he

will be answered; because this is God’s will

obeyed and to love as he loved. To do this

for us, we know that he will give it to us

means that we must abide in him and his

(John 15:16).

words must abide in us. Disappointment,
frustration, difﬁculty, pressure, pain and
GBM DECEMBER 2015 – FEBRUARY 2016
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Making a difference in

In A u
ug
gus
ust Daryl and JJu
uliia
a Jones mad
dee a ﬁeld
d visit to allll the GBM
miisssionariies seerving in Peru. Starrtin
ng in thee sh
hantyy tow
wns of Lima, they
travelled up to
o Huaraz in the Andes, before ﬂying
g dow
wn to Arequipa
in the South. They were struck by a recurring theme - peoplee who
o are
makin
ng a difference
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Peru

travel to central Lima on tightly packed buses and
there is now a train line that stops in the most
developed parts. We were concerned for the car
that we travelled in, as the state of the roads varies
enormously from bearable to almost impassable.
The speed bumps are there to slow down the autorickshaws that scurry around like ants, causing
much scraping of the saloon car we were in.
To reach the church we turned off the main
road and travelled slowly along dust tracks. Daniel’s
family live in a pleasant part of Lima, but he now
lives in a room in the shanty town. He didn’t
ﬁnd it an easy place to live in at ﬁrst as it was so
different from what he was used to, and it felt
so threatening, but he told us that he’s known
locally as ‘the man of God’ and this brings him a
measure of protection. He works with a group of
ﬁve churches, mainly pastored by men who are
also working in manual jobs. His desire is to work
alongside church leaders and help equip them by
giving regular training. These men are unlikely to
have received any other theological education.
Recently Daniel has achieved one of his aims in
setting up a library for the use of these pastors – a

Lima
We began our visit in Peru’s capital city, Lima,
where Daniel Caballero has been working for just
over a year. Daniel is a UFM missionary working in
partnership with GBM. At this time of year Lima
is constantly shrouded in the gloom of fog and
mist. Having a population of 10 million, it is home
to around a third of the population of Peru. Parts
of the city are well developed and prosperous,
shopping malls contain familiar names including
Starbucks – so we were able to enjoy a nice cup of
Earl Grey tea!
The area of Lima where Daniel works is very
different from the business and tourist areas.
Villa El Salvador is a shanty town that grew up
on the empty sand ﬂats south of the city in the
1970s when what is described as ‘a mass invasion
of squatters’ arrived, moving to Lima from rural
areas. They continue to come and there are now
around 800,000 people who live there. We never
saw another European while we were visiting the
shanty town. Taxis from central Lima refuse to take
you to Villa El Salvador because of the knife and
gun crime, much of this being drugs-related. Locals

Facing page: Looking up into the Andes from Huaraz 2: With Walter and his family 3: A market in Villa El Salvador
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Peru

Huaraz

vital resource if these men are to be able to feed
their people well. He is making a real difference
as he helps them in their teaching ministries,
which then affects each member of their various
congregations. Daryl was able to teach this group
of pastors from the life of Peter, looking at what
kind of leader God desires. Julia also had the
joy of speaking to a group of women gathered
from these ﬁve churches. It was good to consider
together, that if we belong to Christ, we are
citizens of heaven and have a wonderful home to
look forward to.
Pastor Walter is the only full-time pastor of the
group, as he is supported from the US. He and his
wife Gianina have ﬁve children, including fourteen
year old Aaron who is severely disabled. They
explained to us that in Roman Catholic culture to
have a disabled child is viewed as being shameful.
This means such children are often hidden away
and receive no help or stimulation. With the
support of volunteers from their local group of
churches, they have set up a drop-in centre called
Vidas Que Valen, ‘Lives that have worth’. On three
mornings each week they provide therapy for the
disabled children and support for their parents.
More people who are making a difference in the
lives of these families.

1
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From Lima we had an eight hour coach ride up the
coast and then over the mountains, 260 miles to
Huaraz where we met Sarah Clay. Huaraz is a city
10 000 feet up in the Andes, nestling in the valley
between two mountain ranges. Altitude affects you
in strange ways: climb a ﬂight of stairs and your
heart is racing, your appetite is suppressed, you tire
easily, headaches and disturbed sleep are normal
– these are the less severe reactions! Sarah said
it took her around six months to fully acclimatise
and each time she’s away she needs some time
to acclimatise again. Huaraz is an old city, but it
has few old buildings as 95% were ﬂattened in
an earthquake in the 1970s when 25,000 people
died. The threat of earthquake is something these
missionaries live with constantly. It was the ﬁrst
time we had seen a sign saying ‘Do not use lift
during earthquakes’!
Sarah works with Latin Link’s Rainbow
Association, in partnership with GBM. Her main
focus is in working with those who work (and
sometimes live) on the streets. Sarah describes
these young people, some as young as ﬁve, as
having been ‘morally abandoned’ by their families.
The majority of them are young men in their
teens and early twenties, many scraping a handto-mouth living by shining shoes. It struck us that
most customers who have their shoes shined will

2
GBM DECEMBER 2015 – FEBRUARY 2016

hardly notice the person doing this work. To them
it’s a useful service that’s worth a couple of coins.
But Sarah and her team recognise that each of
these young men, and the young women who
may be selling snacks or corn for the pigeons, are
created in the image of God and so are precious
to him. They visit the streets regularly, befriending,
helping, building up trust and sharing about
our Saviour, the one who can change lives and
give hope to those without hope. Some of the
children and younger teens enjoy doing the Bible
worksheets that they hand out.
Recently Sarah and a team took a group of nine
lads away on a weekend camp. There was a full
programme with good teaching, but sadly two
boys left at the end of the ﬁrst day. It’s a tough
work with many frustrations and disappointments,
but the Lord has given Sarah a love from himself
that makes such a difference to the poorest in
society. Sarah also serves in her local church, both
in the adult Sunday school and in helping run a
singles group. Her desire is to help others to grow
in Christ. So it was good for us to meet her pastor

and her church family when Daryl spoke at the
church prayer meeting.

Arequipa
We ended our time in Peru in the beautiful city
of Arequipa, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We
were visiting Anthony and Roxy Green and Ronny
and Rocio Tipismana. They are based in Simon
Bolivar church in the south-east of the city. Here
they preach and pastor the congregation, and run
the children’s work along with all other aspects
of church life. In some ways, being with them on
the Sunday was like many of our visits to different
churches: Ronny led the service, Daryl preached
with Anthony translating, and then it was time for
the church lunch. But unlike most places we visit, in
Simon Bolivar guinea pig was on the menu!
The missionaries’ work isn’t limited to this
one location. I don’t know how you like to
spend your Saturday mornings, but we were up
early to go with Anthony and Roxy to another
dusty shanty town, Villa Magisterial, for a 7 a.m.
breakfast meeting. It has to be early as many

1: Daryl and Daniel with a group of pastors in Lima. Daniel’s library is in the background
2: Julia speaking at a women’s group
3: Sarah visiting homes in Huaraz 4: A Catholic street festival in Huaraz
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Peru
Pray that the Lord will raise up more workers
to establish churches in Villa Magisterial and
San Pedro, places that are needy in human
terms as well as in need of the gospel
elderly who have never learnt to read. For some,
having come to faith, their motivation is their
desire to read the Bible. Again the appreciation
of those who live in this area was evident, partly
shown by the older folk attending the children’s
club! It was good to see how the Lord is using
these two couples to make a difference in the lives
of those who live in these otherwise neglected
areas. Pray that the Lord will raise up more workers
to establish churches in Villa Magisterial and San
Pedro, places that are needy in human terms as
well as in need of the gospel.
As we returned home we felt privileged to have
spent time with those who are making a difference
in the lives of so many, particularly among those
who live on the margins of society.
The questions remain: are we making a
difference in the lives of others? Where might
the Lord have us to serve so that we can make a
difference?

need to go to work afterwards. The breakfast
meeting is held next to the home of Lucretia. She
had to move from a better area due to family
problems, but the Lord has used such difﬁculties
for good. Lucretia has a real burden to reach her
neighbours, so an outreach has been established
in a building adjoining her home. It was lovely to
see the mothers and children streaming in. After a
breakfast of porridge and a roll, Anthony and Roxy
led some singing, we shared our testimonies, and
then Anthony gave a short message. It was evident
from their faces how much they appreciated what
was being done for them. Anthony and Roxy also
run a children’s club at the same place one evening
each week. It would be much easier to keep their
work conﬁned to the church building in town, but
along with Lucretia, they long to see the people of
Villa Magisterial come to know the Lord.
That same afternoon we went to another area
of Arequipa, San Pedro, where Ronny and Rocio
run a Children’s club in the local community centre.
They also hold a reading class in the week for the

Julia Jones

1: Anthony chatting to a newcomer at church 2: Children at Villa Magisterial, Arequipa
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Togo

LIGHTS

on the Hilltops

In September Ian Flanders from GBM’s Radio team
made a visit to Togo in West Africa. In this Frenchspeaking country, Ian’s radio programmes provide
vital resources for pastors of village churches. Ian
was able to visit some of these churches on the
ground, and to teach in a local Bible college

GBM DECEMBER 2015 – FEBRUARY 2016
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Clinging nervously to the back of Emmanuel’s
motorbike, I slowly made my way up a steep
rocky track to the summit of one of many hills
overlooking the town of Atakpamé in Togo
Clinging
nging nervously
nervo
to the back of Emmanuel’s
motorbike, I sslowly made my way up a steep
rocky track to the summit of one of many hills
roc
ovverlooking the town of Atakpamé in Togo.
We carefully made our way past a steady ﬂow
W
of fa
families all heading in the same direction;
towards
wards the A
Agbonou branch of the ‘Grace in
Christ Church of Togo’.
‘Why are your churches built on hilltops?’
I asked Emmanuel, expecting an answer of
gospel signiﬁcance. The truth was more prosaic.
‘Well, that’s where the land is cheapest’, he
replied. ‘We know that it’s difﬁcult for our
elderly members to get here. We would like to
build in the valleys, but we just cannot afford it’,
he added.
Emmanuel is a pastor. He has a small
workshop repairing electrical goods to support
pp
his family. He gave testimony of the difﬁculty
of growing up as an orphan and also
o of
discovering how special God is as a heavenlyy
Father who gives us a new family, the Church
ch
ch.
h
I was in Togo at the invitation of this sma
all
denomination that uses our audio an
nd written
n
resources. My initial contact was thrrough Alex
and Wijneke Kanri, a Togolese pastorr married
to a Dutch lady. They had lined up a number of
ain. This
opportunities for me to teach and tra
included giving six addresses on Epheesians
chapter one at a mini-conference arrranged for
the pastors of all denominations pressent in the
town. In a context where the prosperity gospel
is rife we explored what it really mea
ans to be
blessed in Christ.
I also taught for ﬁve evenings in the small
training institute that the church runs to equip
future leaders for ministry. There are
e ten men

[10]

currently enrolled. The programme is a big
commitment. It runs for three years and usually
involves attendance three evenings a week.This
is for men who support themselves through
some form of paid work and who already have
responsibilities in the local churches. Teaching
twenty centuries of church history was the
challenge set before me, and this to men who
had no previous knowledge whatsoever of the
subject!
Joseph, who attended these lectures, told
me how much he appreciated them. ‘I have
seen that in different places and at different
times men have courageously defended biblical
truth in the face of error. We feel very alone,
surrounded by prosperity preachers, but I want
to follow the example of those in the past who
were faithful and persevered. I have learnt
that God ha
as been faithful. He has helped
the Church to survive, to overcome errors and
da
angers, an
nd to ﬂourish. He will be faithful to
u also!’
us
One of tthe highlights of my stay was to visit
the
th
e local co
ommercial radio station where the
church has regular slots very early on weekday
mornings and at 8 a.m. on Saturdays. I was
asked to plaan a one-hour live programme.
We conducted a number of interviews about
my activities in Atakpamé and then had a
discussion around
a
a gospel text, the parable of
the wedding feast. All that I said in French was
translated into the local African language.
Jean-Déésiré works as a technician at the
radio station. It was through him that the
church was able to obtain airtime at much
r duced rattes. He told me about his call to
re
ministry. He
e originally thought that he could
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Togo

Above: Outside the radio station, Radio Excelsior
Left: Alex and Jean-Desiré in the studio
Below, left: Some pastors - Joseph, Alex, Jean-Desiré
and Emmanuel
Below, right: Emmanuel on motorbike
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…in a very real spiritual sense they are lights
on a hilltop as they defend and proclaim
the biblical gospel in the midst of much
error and darkness

not combine his work at the radio station with
Christian service and he felt he did not have
the right gifts. When the church started a radio
ministry, it was with great reluctance that he got
involved. Nevertheless, he shared with me how
he steadily grew in conﬁdence as he regularly
prepared gospel items for Christian radio shows.
Now, several years later, he has completed
the church’s training programme, and, while
continuing to work as a radio technician, he is also
a pastor.
Jean-Désiré also reported the usefulness of
the radio work. Some, whose ﬁrst contact was
through radio, have come to faith and joined
the churches in Atakpamé. More signiﬁcantly,
listeners in surrounding villages where African
traditional religion holds sway; have heard the
gospel in their own language. Again, some have
asked for visits from the pastors in Atakpamé and
as a result of studying the Bible, have come to
faith. There are now small groups in three villages,
and ongoing evangelism. It is hoped that in the
future these mission posts would become fully
ﬂedged churches.
I left Togo encouraged and impressed by the
‘Grace in Christ’ churches. The location of their
buildings may not be ideal, but in a very real
spiritual sense they are lights on a hilltop as they
defend and proclaim the biblical gospel in the
midst of much error and darkness.
In 2014 Ian took a sabbatical to gain
a deeper understanding of African
traditional religion and its inﬂuence on
African Churches. He has written a paper
summarising what he learnt that could
be of help to anyone involved in ministry
to Africans. It is now available from GBM
Mission Centre price £1.50 (including p&p).

[12]
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Envision teams 2016

Due to popular demand we are doubling the number of Envision teams
we are running in 2016. Envision teams are a great opportunity for
Christians to get a taste of cross-cultural mission, to learn how to serve
in tough situations and to experience the challenge of proclaiming the
gospel in another culture. If you are aged 18 or over, and your local
church recommends you to serve on a team, feel free to contact us at
GBM Mission Centre by email: supportministries@gbm.org.uk
South Africa
Dates: 21 March to 31 May 2016

A gap-year team serving with Welkom
Baptist Church and Morning Star
Children’s Centre. Help a local church
to reach out to teenagers and others.
Work with children with HIV, and
support staff in practical jobs and
improving facilities.
Closing date: 10 December 2015.
Interview date: 17 December 2015

South Africa

Poland

Latvia

Dates: 18-24 July 2016

25 August to 4 September 2015

A week of evangelism in Legionowo,
near Warsaw, with Andrzej and Monika
KempczZˮski. Run a holiday Bible club
and Soccer school. Street outreach and
leaﬂeting, and outreach events.
Closing date: 18 March 2016. Interview
date: 14 April 2016
(Due to high demand, we are
investigating other opportunities in
Poland.)

Working with Malcolm and Ruth
Firth in Riga Latvia, reaching out
to Internationals and International
Students with Agape Studenti.
Closing date: 18 March 2016. Interview
date: 14 April 2016

Poland

We may also have an opportunity to
send a team to Albania in July–August.

Team leaders needed!
Each team needs team leaders, who manage the team’s programme, working
closely with the missionaries on the ground. The team leader also leads a team
Bible study, aiming to help the team members grow spiritually while they are on
the team. Can you devote your time to invest in the spiritual growth of a group
of young people? Contact Jim Sayers for more details: jamesds@gbm.org.uk

Latvia

GBM DECEMBER 2015 – FEBRUARY 2016
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Latvia

Latvia Envision Team 2015
‘I believe that the planted seed in the hearts
of students will continue to grow’ wrote Baiba
Baikovska, Director of Agape Studenti, following
the visit of the GBM Envision Team to Riga, Latvia
in August.
The concept of sending an Envision team to
Latvia had been developed since Malcolm and
Ruth Firth, missionaries in Riga, had come to
speak at the Athelington Family Camp in 2014.
Over the next twelve months or so a team was
put together from all over the UK and in August,
the eight of us arrived at Luton airport and got on
a plane bound for Riga.
From the beginning, it was a really exciting
team to be a part of as we all got on so well and
each brought our own varied experiences and
abilities. The teamwork and support we could
give each other was a real answer to prayer and
we were able to have a lot of fun along the way!
After spending the ﬁrst few days learning
about Latvian history and culture and sampling
the local cuisine, we began our main work which
was in the three universities in and around the
city. We teamed up with local Christian students
from the Agape Studenti group and began to
reach out to the university students together. We
used the Latvian equivalent of ‘Soularium’ cards,
which are made up of ﬁfty different photographs.
Each student could pick any of the photos that
they felt represented their life, their future
goals, their idea of God and ﬁnally, a photo that
represented what relationship they would like to
have with God. It was a fascinating conversation
starter and there was always a constant stream
of students wanting to take part. We were able
to have really good conversations with many
students, share our own testimonies with them,
and talk to them about how they can have a true

relationship with God.
Some speciﬁc outreach events were also
planned by Agape and the church which we were
able to help out with. The ﬁrst of these was a
music and games evening which was really well
attended by lots of students both international
and Latvian. Two of the team, Sam and Kiran,
were able to share testimony of how God had
worked in their lives and we had plenty of time
to talk to the students who had come. The
second event was a treasure hunt through Old
Riga and we joined teams of students as they
had to ﬁnd various places in the city in as short
a time as possible. The suggested time was ﬁfty
minutes but my team decided to take me on
a tour and show me all their favourite sites so
I think we were gone for about two hours! It
was a really good opportunity for us to build up
friendships with the students and invite them to
the International Church.
The International Church was such an
encouragement and blessing to us all and it was
fantastic to see some of the students that we’d
met with in the week come along to the service,
in particular, some who had initially seemed
totally uninterested.
Reﬂecting on the time we spent there, I think
a vital part of the work we were doing was
encouraging the Agape Christian students and
helping them reach out in ways that they had
never been able to before. Huge thanks go to
Malcolm, Ruth and Jonathan Firth who looked
after us and blessed us in so many ways. We
deﬁnitely came back to the UK encouraged to
see how the Lord was working there in Latvia,
and challenged to continue reaching out to those
around us.
Lydia Williams

Please pray for Malcolm and Ruth and the International Baptist Church they are planting in
Mežciems. They moved the meeting out of their ﬂat in March 2014 to rented premises, but these
proved too small, so they found a larger room in August this year, but even this is struggling to
accommodate the seventy or so who come along each week.

[16]
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1 The Latvia Envision team, all fresh-faced and keen at Luton Airport
2 Sam Hawley using the Soularium pictures to start conversations with freshers
3 Mary and Stephen at the picture table
4 View of Riga towards the Vanšu Bridge
5 The new meeting place, crowded out so that some people had to sit on the
balcony

1
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Andy and Janet Woods

New faces
We were both brought up in Christian families
with godly parents who took us to church,
Sunday school and youth groups at Bradﬁeld and
Rougham Baptist Church in Suffolk. Being part of
the church was a way of life, enjoyed and never
questioned. Bible stories were learnt, knowledge
of the Bible was built up and an understanding
of the gospel was known early on. Janet came
to know the Lord in her early teens through a
Holiday Bible club where she fully realised she was
a sinner and needed forgiveness. For Andy it was
a few years later when Pastor George Pibworth
was preaching on Numbers 13 and the two spies
reporting on the Promised Land and their call to
go up and possess the land. Andy knew what
salvation was and that night took possession of it
for himself.
From that point, we served in the youth work,
being involved in helping in the younger groups
and being an integral part of the teenage group.
After we married, Andy served as a youth leader,

[18]

in GBM’s Support
Ministries Team

deacon and church treasurer for a number of
years and Janet continued in the children’s and
youth work.
On leaving school, Andy had entered the
world of accountancy, spending the last twentyeight years working as an accountant in the
construction industry. Janet has worked in admin
and payroll within various organisations.
We settled at Stowmarket Baptist Church
where for nearly thirty years we have had the
privilege of serving the Lord in a number of ways.
Andy has been a deacon, church treasurer, and
led the youth work. Janet has been involved in
various aspects of children and young people’s
work, as well as coordinating cleaning and
catering. For a number of years we were involved
with the FOY Houseparty. We have attended
GBM’s Annual Mission Day for many years, which
proved invaluable in hearing ﬁrst-hand from
missionaries about their work. In the past few
years we have been joint mission secretaries in
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Janet and Andy Woods have joined GBM’s Support Ministries team in
Abingdon. Here they explain their background and what brought them
to join the GBM team
Stowmarket, and have tried to bring all the latest
news to the church and encourage as many as
possible to get involved with the work of mission
through GBM. We also paid a visit to Kenya and
Zambia to visit Nigel and Margaret Lacey and
see the work of Sukesh and Jenny Pabari, and
we went on the GBM Citibreak to Legionowo in
Poland to visit Andrzej and Monika Kempczyˮski.
On a number of occasions during the past few
years we have thought about full-time Christian
work. When the email from GBM arrived with
details of the two jobs, Janet said to Andy, ‘There
you are. You could do that!’ As we considered
and prayed over this, it was becoming very clear
to us that the Lord was directing us towards
a new avenue of service for him. We were
challenged by a number of different speakers at
different meetings, none of whom would have
been aware at the time of our thinking, and so we
believe this was clear conﬁrmation of the Lord’s
leading. Since our appointment, the Lord has been
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undertaking in various practical ways especially
with regard to housing, which clearly shows that
when you are walking in his ways, he has already
prepared the pathway.
Andy serves as Finance Manager, with full
responsibility for the day-to-day running of the
Mission’s ﬁnances, sending missionaries their
monthly support, dealing with a range of ﬁnancial
issues they may have, and forwarding funds
to different projects, as well as producing the
annual accounts and reporting to GBM Council.
Janet as Support Ministries PA is involved in the
administration of GBM Council, preparing the
GBM Prayer Diary, maintaining the database and
preparing mailshots, helping with the running of
summer events and Annual Mission Day, as well
as being part of the team that organises GBM’s
Envision programme. Pray for us as we settle into
new roles in Mission centre and as we look for a
home in Abingdon.
Janet and Andy Woods
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Grace Baptist Network is a group that brings together a number of Grace Baptist
regional associations of churches, together with GBM and Grace Baptist Partnership (an
agency that seeks to help churches plant churches) to promote evangelism and churchplanting across the UK. We aim to use these pages in the GBM Herald as a regular
feature, reporting on church-planting projects and other initiatives in the UK

Growing Smaller
Churches
While larger churches in towns
and cities often grab the attention
and shape the discussion about
UK church life, often it is smaller
churches that need to be the
focus of our attention if we are to
grow healthy churches across the
UK. That is why GB Network is
organising a series of ‘roadshow’
events around the country to help
smaller churches think through
the challenges they face.
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The ﬁrst three of these will
take place in London, Wiltshire
and Lancashire, with two
further events to follow in
Cambridgeshire and Suffolk.
Each day will include three
presentations, followed by a
discussion and question time.
Nigel Hoad of AGBC (South
East) Home Mission will lead the
ﬁrst session on ‘Can a church
like us do evangelism?’ In what
ways should a small church best
use its time in reaching out to
their community? What is realistic
when there are fewer people to

do the work? How can we best
make an impact, and connect the
gospel with our friends?
Barry King (Grace Baptist
Partnership) will look at the vital
issue of leadership. How can a
small church identify and train
new leaders from among its
members? What if the church
doesn’t have a pastor? How
should they go about establishing
a part-time or full-time ministry?
It is often a failure to identify
gifted leaders, give them room to
test and develop their gifts and
release them into service that
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holds back the development of
small churches.
Jim Sayers will talk about how
small churches can learn from
world mission. How is it that we
can be zealous in supporting and
praying for pioneer missionaries
on the other side of the world,
but neglect mission in our own
town or village? In Acts 1:8,
the Great Commission began
in Jerusalem, and spread to the
ends of the earth, but Acts also
tells the story of how that world
mission came back to transform
the church in Jerusalem. What

can a small church learn from
cross-cultural mission?
The ﬁrst three of these events
take place at Kew Baptist
Church on Thursday 17 March,
at Jireh Baptist Church, Wigan
on Thursday 5 May, and at
Providence Baptist Church,
Westbury on Thursday 14 July.
Each day runs from 11.00 a.m.
to 4.00 p.m. Full details will be
mailed out to churches shortly,
and will be included on the GBM
website.

From top:
Nigel Hoad,
Barry King,
Jim Sayers

Due to retirement Go Teach are seeking to fill the position of:

EDITORIAL COORDINATOR
Among the main duties the successful applicant will be required to:
• Prepare background notes for lessons
• Undertake the final edit of each set of materials
• Ensure consistency across all ages
• Check for theological correctness & for adequate ‘gospel’ content
• Assist in the appointment of new writers and editors
• Work with the Directors on future curriculum
and planning
• Sign the Go Teach statement of faith
• Ideally applicants will have Teaching/Pastoral experience.
This is a part time freelance position.
Go Teach Publications are leading publishers of teaching materials for Sunday Schools and Youth Work.
We publish five sets of material three times a year in the age groups 0-2, 3-4, 5-7, 8-11 and Young Teens.
We also publish periodically other support materials.
For further details please email:
editorial@goteach.org.uk or call 01625 422272.

www.goteach.org.uk
GBM DECEMBER 2015 – FEBRUARY 2016
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CHINGFORD

Chingford - Return
to go!
Bernard Roberts describes how
God has been at work in the
re-planting of the church in
Chingford, North London.
In 2012, after a period of
decline, the church at Kings Road
in Chingford, closed. During the

GRAYS, ESSEX

Grace to Grays
The chapel was full. The
congregation had gathered
to thank
God for
the recent
formation
of Grace Baptist Church in Grays,
Essex and to witness the induction
of Bruce Massop to the pastorate.
As I sat awaiting the start of
the meeting I looked across the
congregation. This is what I saw.
The lady who was upset with
me for putting her organ in the
skip when we began work at
Grays in 2011 was there. Now a
church member, she played the
opening hymn on a clavinova
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time the church was closed, a
number of men, including myself,
led mid-week Bible studies for
the remaining church members.
With the assistance of Grace
Baptist Partnership and Home
Mission the church was replanted in summer 2012, with
just a few active members. It was
at this time that I was called to

with an organ setting that is out
of this world!
The young man who resisted
the notion of moving from
London to Grays with his parents
to support the work was there.
Now a baptised believer, he is
using his gifts for the beneﬁt of
the growing congregation.
The man who moved from
Basildon with his family to
support the work when it was
very small and fragile was there.
Now a pastor in Kent, he returned
to his sending church to help lead
the service.
The woman who came to a
special meeting one time in the
hope of hearing John Blanchard
(only to have the disappointment

be the pastor of the new church
at Kings Road. My wife Michelle
and I moved from Kent to
Chingford in December 2012.
The focus from the outset
has been deliberate and direct
evangelism in the local area,
which began with Pastor Daniel
Shwe doing door-to-door work
for three months. That was

of hearing me instead!) was
there. Now church members, she
and her mother are prayerfully
supporting the church and
actively serving the Lord.
The men who used to help
with door to door visitation in the
neighbourhood were there. Now
they are rejoicing to see people
from the local area showing real
commitment to the Lord and his
church.
The man who came for the ﬁrst
time when the church plant spent
a small fortune for a newspaper
ad was there. Now awaiting
baptism, he believes he has found
a spiritual home among the
friends at Grays.
The woman who followed
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coupled with an eight-week series
of evangelistic studies which
resulted in one woman being
converted and later baptised.
A few months after this a local
man was converted and baptised.
He has since moved back to his
home country of Zambia. Since
that time we have continued our
outreach, primarily through street
evangelism, door-to-door visiting
and some special events. God has
granted us many excellent gospel
conversations in our outreach,
and visitors are often present in
services.
Almost three years on, we’ve
been blessed with two more
baptisms, and a congregation
which is now about ﬁve times
larger than it was when the
work began. Recently we’ve
been delighted to welcome ﬁve

her husband to Grays when
he could not be disobedient to
the heavenly vision to serve the
Lord was there. Now the newly
inducted pastor’s wife, she has
no cause for regret and much
cause for rejoicing.
The man who took a step back
from a successful teaching career
to take on the leadership of an

new members into the church.
Of course we have encountered
various challenges too, and much
work still needs to be done,
including moving towards a
plurality of elders.
God has greatly blessed us over
the last three years and we praise
and thank him for his goodness
to us. We continue to make it a
priority to proclaim the gospel
to the local community, and

value your prayers for us; that
the church would not only grow
numerically due to conversions,
but that we would all grow
together in holiness, unity, zeal
and love for Jesus Christ, and an
overwhelming desire to see him
gloriﬁed.

effort most thought would surely
fail was there. Now the pastor of
the newly formed church, he is
continuing to take risks for the
sake of the gospel.
Bottom line: I saw the
extraordinary grace of God at
work in the lives of the ordinary
men and women of the church.
What I saw was evidence that

grace has indeed come to Grays.
I pray that in the months and
years to come future visits to
the chapel on Salisbury Road
will yield further evidence of the
grace of God at work in the lives
of his people.
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Bernard Roberts

Barry King
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GBM News and Events

Supporting overseas pastors with good books
We rejoice that over the past
hundred years the Lord has
been building his church in
Africa, Asia,and Latin America.
However, 85% of the 2.2
million evangelical churches
urche
hes
worldwide are led byy pas
pastors
sto
ors
r
without any ade
adequate
equate bookss
and resources.
rces.
e M
Most
Mo
o of the
5000 pastors that G
GBM’s
GBM’
literature ministry contacts
ontacts
ntac
have few, iff any, bookss to
work with. Many own just a
Bible and hymn book. GBM’s
literature ministry supplies
pastors in these countries with
good resources. As many of
them have only had primary
education, we’ve simpliﬁed
some of the great Christian
classics to make them accessible
to this new readership.
We’ve also created preaching
workbooks, and encouraged
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translation into many different
languages. Managed by Kester
Putman, GBM Lit arranges for
these books to be sent across
the world. The pastors who
them aree del
delighted
receive the
de
ed to
t
get such great tools to enhance
hance
their
ministry
preaching
heir m
nist in
n preac
ching and
making disciples.
ciipl
p es
es.
s.
At our Annual
nnual Mission
Mis
Day
we launched
initiative,
d a new
w initiative
in
n
vee,
called #Books4Pastors,
ooks4Pastors
rs, and
d
we are encouraged
w
couraged by the
h
response. This pro
project
initial
i
aimed at ﬁnancing
thee ccost
is aim
cing th
of GBM Lit’s books
ks and
an their
distribution. Up to now this has
been completely funded from
the GBM general fund, but we
are keen to fund this ministry by
designated giving.
Would you consider
becoming a regular supporter
of our #Books4Pastors project?

For example:
• sending 2 or 3 books to a
pastor costs £10
• sending a small box of
books
boo
oo to a pastor costs £25
• sending
n
a consignment
con nm
of books for a pastors’
pastors
conference costs £150.
You could
co
ou
uld become a regular
donor
by cheque or standing
do
ono
onor
o b
order.
Your
orde
rd
d .Y
Yo
o youth group, men’s
meeting
orr wo
women’s
fellowship
eeeeting
ting
go
om
could make #Books4Pastors
#B
4P
a special
fundraising
cial fundra
g project.
Your church co
could make
m
#Books4Pastors part of its
regular giving to mission.
For details, contact Kester
Putman by email:
literature@gbm.org.uk
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Astonished by
God’s Grace

Saved2Serve –
8-10 April 2016
This is our annual weekend for
Christian young people aged
15-25, aimed at training young
Christians to think about serving
God in their home church and
beyond. Our main speaker this
time is former GBM missionary
Matt Gamston, and the theme
is ‘Lost: how can the world be
saved?’ Looking at the needs
of the world, we’ll be thinking
about how we can be part
of the task of mission both in
our home church and across
the world. There will also be
workshops thinking about
how a church cares for their
missionary, how we make our
daily lives missional, and how
we can lead someone to Christ.
Chris Hawthorne will also lead
a workshop on training for
Christian ministry. See website
for full details
www.saved2serve.org.uk

European
Missionary
Conference 2016
In 2011 we held a conference
for all missionaries supported
through GBM, and it was a very
special time of ministry and
discussion. We plan to hold
another in 2018. However, we
are also bringing together all the
missionaries working in Europe
for a conference next Easter
(29 March to 1 April) in Padua,
Italy. With ministry from Keith
Johns (Caterham) and Leonardo
di Cherico (Rome), our aim is
to encourage those planting
churches in remote situations
and to help them beneﬁt from
the wisdom of those doing the
same elsewhere. Pray that this
will be a refreshing time for all
concerned. The conference is
being funded from legacies we
have received.

GBM DECEMBER 2015 – FEBRUARY 2016

Roger Cook served for many
years in GBM’s radio team,
producing a French language
programme Vivre la Vérité. As
part of his work he travelled
to many different countries in
Francophone Africa, meeting
radio producers, helping them
set up new studios, and training
them in better programme
production. Roger continues to
make these trips in retirement,
and every visit has meant writing
letters home to family and
supporters. In this new book,
Roger has taken the best of these
stories and woven them together
to tell a story of God’s grace
shown to him in Africa.
Copies available for sale £7.50
direct from Roger,
rogedodge.cook@gmail.com
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Annual Mission Day
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Thankyou to all who came
to our Annual Mission Day
in Solihull on October 24th.
Nearly 700 people were there,
and these photos give a ﬂavour
of the day. We said farewell
to Andrew and Ruth Sadler
(left), and also Naomi Gonzales
(above) and welcomed our
new missionaries. The main
presentation, ‘A Light in Every
City’ featured the work we are
doing across Europe. A DVD of
this session will be sent to all
the churches. Andy Paterson
of FIEC preached in the ﬁnal
session. The offering for the
day totalled £11,505.19 with
Gift Aid.
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Annual Mission Day
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