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GBM exists to help churches support their
missionaries worldwide, in ministries of
evangelism, church planting, training,
compassion, radio and literature.

The annual Richard Dimbleby lecture is
one of those lofty TV occasions that bring
together grandees from the world of
politics and business, to listen to a worldrenowned expert discourse on a relevant
topic, mostly politics, the environment or
economics.
In February this year it was the
turn of Christine Lagarde, Managing
Director of the IMF, to address an invited
audience, for forty-five minutes, on ‘A
New Multilateralism for the TwentyFirst Century’. Lagarde gave a polished,
well-crafted speech, addressing the
issues confronting the world, beginning
appropriately in 1914 and then looking
ahead into the future, some thirty or forty
years hence.
During her speech, Lagarde made some
observations that challenge us when
we place them in the context of global
mission. ‘In a world of integrated supply
chains….3 billion people are connected to
each other on the Internet, 3 million emails
are sent each second and there are almost
as many mobile devices as people, on the
planet ….The “mobile mindset” is deeply
embedded in all regions of the world, with
the highest rates of mobile penetration in
Africa and Asia.’ Furthermore she went
on to say, ‘One of the megatrends is the
shift in global power from west to east
and from north to south….By 2030, about
sixty percent of the world’s population will
live in cities… In the coming decades, we
expect India to surpass China, and Nigeria
to surpass the United States, in terms of
population….the young countries are
seeing a “youth bulge” with over half the
global population under twenty-five, and a
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youthful population is fertile ground…”
We listen with interest to such
commentators, acknowledging their
scholarship and their grasp of the ‘big
picture’ view of the world. We can learn
from them, yet we must be careful to
weigh their words against the truth of
Scripture.
The secular ‘big picture’ view of the
world is in reality just reminding us of what
Jesus has already told us in John 4: there is
a huge harvest yet to reap. There is nothing
new, the ‘fields are ripe for the harvest’. So
what is our response? The answer is always
the same: we believe God’s word and do
what it says - going and telling, sowing
and reaping, in other words being workers!
In this issue of the Herald, and indeed
throughout our Week of Prayer, we are
focussing on the need for many more
missionaries. We need a leader for the
Literature work who will give it strategic
direction for the next ten to fifteen years.
How can our radio team meet the growing
internet opportunities, connecting with
billions of lost souls logged on to the
internet via their mobile devices? We need
workers to join the church planting work
in Serbia, Latvia, Poland, Peru, Brazil and
Kenya, to name but a few. Who will go
into the megacities of the world (including
the Arab nations) with the greatest news
ever?
Will you obey the call of God, or,
recalling a challenge from the past, ‘Is
there blood on our hands?’ One day we
will all have to give an account!

The secular ‘big
picture’ view
of the world is
in reality just
reminding us of
what Jesus has
already told
us in John 4:
there is a huge
harvest yet to
reap.

Trevor Condy, GBM Council Chairman
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Malcolm and Ruth Firth

BURSTING
out of our home

Malcolm and Ruth Firth are planting a new church, Mežciems
International Baptist Church in the east of Riga, Latvia. The Church
started as a small group meeting in their flat, but this year they moved
to a new meeting place because they needed space. At first Malcolm
found it strange not to wear slippers in church! Ruth describes the joys
and challenges of a multicultural church-plant.
It is eighteen months since I wrote about
the developments in church-planting here
in Mežciems, and it is good to have the
opportunity to share with you what has been
happening since then. During this time we have
seen considerable developments. The work is so
fluid that it is hard to keep up with everything
that has happened, and in all likelihood by
the time you read this the situation will have
changed again.
The steady flow of asylum seekers attending
the church was already declining by the end
of 2012, and this decline has continued up to
the present; currently we have one Egyptian
Christian who is waiting to hear if his request
will be granted. This does not mean, however,
that we have decreased in numbers. Over the
past year we have welcomed students from
Germany, Sweden, Norway, Finland and the
UK who have come to Riga to study medicine.
We have also been joined by several young
professionals from Macedonia, Holland
and the US.
[4]

All of this meant that our flat became very
crowded, and it was obvious that we needed
to find larger premises. God provided, and in
March this year we began to meet in an office
space above a supermarket, not far from where
we live. This was a big cultural change for all of
us, and we are still adjusting to it. We continue
to have a meal together after our Sunday
service, although this is challenging, as we have
no kitchen facilities. We are determined to
make this work, as we believe it is so important
for people to have time for fellowship. Nearly
everyone in the congregation is an ex-pat,
meaning that they are far from their families
and friends, and therefore spending time
together as a church family is even more
necessary.
So what does our congregation look like?
We are around twenty five adults, from twelve
different countries. No one ethnic group
dominates. Our common language is English,
although there are varying levels of fluency.
Malcolm’s sermon is translated when necessary
GBM JUNE – AUGUST 2014

Top: A square in Riga’s old city. Left: Malcolm preaches

Right: Ruth prepares for Communion.

“All the nations you have made will come and worship before
you, O Lord; they will bring glory to your name. For you are great
and do marvellous deeds; you alone are God.” Psalm 86:9-10
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Legionowo, Poland
into Russian, Arabic and more recently, Chinese.
It is quite usual to have new people at our Sunday
services, and in the last two months alone we
have seen around five or six new people begin
attending regularly, in addition to welcoming ‘oneoff’ visitors (here on holiday, or for business, or
visiting family in Riga). We find ourselves stretched
between the need to spend time getting to know
new people without neglecting the needs of our
existing congregation. We have grown closer as a
fellowship over the last three to four months, and it
is encouraging to see people spending time together
during the week, and helping one another with
the challenges of life in a foreign country. We have
started a Latvian conversation class for those who
need to learn basic Latvian, and this is proving very
popular.
For the last few years, the Latvian government has
given residency to people from outside Latvia who
bought property here (over a certain value), and
hundreds, if not thousands, of Chinese have taken
up this opportunity. Last summer we prayed that
somehow God would put us in touch with some
of the many Chinese in this country. In January of
this year we were contacted through our church
Facebook page by a Christian family from China
who had come to live and work in Riga. We were
thrilled at this answer to prayer, and delighted to
have them join us. They have brought along other
Chinese friends, some Christian and some not, so
that in total around six adults have begun to attend
our services regularly. Some of them will be starting
a course on basic Christian beliefs with Malcolm
on Sunday mornings. We have prepared bi-lingual
invitations to church (English/Chinese) and have
information in Chinese on our Facebook page.
In all likelihood you were not expecting to read
of outreach to Chinese in a report of the work in
Latvia! We could not have predicted this, but it
seems to be part of an increasing trend in many
cities. Large numbers of people are moving from
one country to another, and we think it only more
likely that in the future the work of mission will
become more multi-cultural, especially in the
industrialized world. We are truly privileged to
be part of the worldwide family of God, and to
experience in some small measure the wonderful
diversity that is the church of Jesus Christ.
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NEW PEOPLE
KEEP COMING
Andrzej and Monika
Kempczyński work in
Legionowo, north of
Warsaw, in Poland.
After four years
of hard work, God
has answered many
prayers and they are
beginning to see some
real breakthroughs, as
Andrzej explains…

From top: Relaxing over lunch after Sunday
worship; One of the Chinese people who have
come recently; Young adults gather in the new
meeting place.
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LEGIONOWO
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New people keep coming

At the beginning of December 2012, with help
from GBM, we managed to rent a suitable place
as our chapel. The premises consist of four
rooms, a hall with a kitchen, toilet and utility
room. We knocked two rooms together to make
a more spacious meeting hall. One room has
become the Sunday School room and the other
is my office, library and crèche. The property
is not too big but it gives us enough space for
our guests to feel comfortable. It is all on the
first floor, above a Pizzeria, at the heart of a
community of tower blocks.
So we have a chapel but the question is
whether it changed anything regarding our
work in Legionowo. I put this question to
Szymon, who is a member of our group to
present his opinion. And here is what he writes:
‘This Easter Sunday was three years on from
the day I came for the first time to the service
led by Andrzej. That was my first evangelical
service; that’s why I remember it very well. The
services at that time were held in a third-floor
lecture room belonging to a driving school.
After a few services there my spiritual journey
was connected with another church. I returned
to Legionowo when the new chapel was opened.
The current situation is much better in terms of
premises. It is located in the centre of the town,

a little away from the main street. As it has
several rooms, you feel more comfortable. We
have the sole use of the building so there is no
rush after services. We can organize events and
prayer meetings and have fellowship with other
members and visitors, which is so important.
‘There is one more important factor. As
the Bible teaches, it is people who constitute
a church and not the place where they are
meeting. But Poland is dominated by the Roman
Catholic Church, and that makes people look
suspiciously on any other denomination or
group. In such conditions it is very important to
have a proper chapel to evangelize people who
are used to the idea that religion is practiced in
church buildings and not, for instance, in lecture
rooms. I believe that the previous room fulfilled
its role as a place where the Word of God
started to be preached in Legionowo, but at
this time of our growth, having our own chapel
seems to be necessary.’
The chapel has helped our work so much. We
do Christianity Explored courses, both daytime
and evening. We organize fellowship meals and
gospel suppers. Last summer we organized a
Football Bible Club for kids, and we started a
mother’s and toddlers group. Most of all, we
now have a regular prayer meeting which is for

us of fundamental importance.
Let me share with you the story of Jola,
mother of two boys, who started attending our
services last year. In August we went for our
holiday and for two Sundays we were absent
from the church. After one of these two Sundays
we learned that a woman had visited the service
and had shared her story. She was very devoted
Roman Catholic, was looking for God, and
at some point she had realized that all the
rituals she was involved with were not working
because she could not find peace. She then
heard the gospel via the internet and had started
reading the Bible. She stopped attending the
Roman Catholic Church immediately, but was
functioning without any fellowship for a while.
After some time she felt the need of a church,
and she did not know where to go so she started
praying to God for guidance. She had a dream
to go to a Baptist church, which is why she had
come that Sunday to our service, to see what
it was like. But we did not then see her for a
while. Two months passed and in October we
started another Christianity Explored course.
During the second session a woman came to our
chapel, and I thought that she had definitely lost
her way. But I was corrected immediately - she
had come for the course! Later we could talk

a little bit more and then everything fell into
place. It was the same woman who had come in
August! From that time Jola has been attending
regularly. In the beginning it was difficult for
her as she faced strong opposition from her
husband and wider family in general. But with
time the opposition from her husband ceased
and today the whole family attends our services.
Jola is thinking about being baptized. We are
thankful to the Lord for them.
There are other people as well who have
started attending our services during the last
year. There is Michał, and Bogusia and Janek.
They are Christians, but at that time they
were without a church. They learned about us
through a Facebook advert and since November
they have been attending regularly. And there is
another woman, Edyta, who is a fresh convert.
She was attending Second Baptist Church in
Warsaw for a short time but in the end she
decided that she would come to us. She lives in
Legionowo so it is much easier for her to get
to the chapel and be involved with the work
locally. So these are a few blessings from the last
year. We pray that there would be many more
such encouragements this year and in the years
to come.

Left: A great time of
fellowship and fun at last
year’s summer football
camp
Right: Church fellowship
lunches are now possible on
a regular basis, and a great
place to build friendship
Far left: With construction
cranes often in evidence,
Legionowo is a work in
progress with many new
housing projects underway
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Come over to Bondo and

An unusual request for help arrived in the GBM office in the autumn, a
letter from a pastor’s heart in Kenya. Washington is a pastor who has
been blessed by the work of Graham and Sally Jones. We have taken
time to reflect on his letter, and are now publishing it in the hope that
someone is being called by God to answer this call for help.
Graham Jones explains the situation.

Left : Graham and
Sally Jones; Right:
Pastor Washington
proudly showing
his Moore College
Certificate

Guildford Park Church, Bondo, Kenya
Dear Brother John McDonald,
SUBJECT: SENDING MORE MISSIONERIES TO KENYA
Receive greetings in the name of our Lord & Savior Jesus. We are grateful for the work our brother and sister

Pastor Washington lives in a
village called Maranda, four
km west of Bondo town in
Western Kenya. He completed
his training at Trinity Baptist
Church, Nairobi in 2003.
Washington had been running
Bible studies in his metal
workshop in Bondo town
and people who came to faith
through those studies wanted a
church in their village (Ndira)
five km east of the town. They
wanted their families to hear
the gospel too. A service started
at Ndira and before too long
a second congregation began
meeting at Maranda which is
Washington’s home village.
Washington preached at both
places each Sunday. In 2007
Pastor Roy and his family
moved to Ndira so that he could
look after the church there.
At this point, Washington,
Roy and a few pastors from
other churches started the
Bondo Bible Resources Centre
in town. In reality it was a small
room with some chairs and
a few Christian books. Local
[14]

pastors started going there to
read good materials to help
them in their ministries. In 2009
an official fraternal started
with sixteen pastors. They have
continued to meet about once
a month. Graham has been
teaching them and they have
now almost completed Sukesh
Pabari’s Pastoral Training
Course. Sally has run Sunday
School teacher training days
at the centre and on those
occasions, representatives from
nineteen of the sixty Bondo
town churches have attended.
Washington’s vision is to have
a Reformed Baptist church
in each of the five districts in
Bondo. There are currently
churches in three of the areas.
Nathan started the third one
near his home fifteen km south
of Bondo. The church was
constituted in 2013. Nathan has
completed some of the Trinity
Baptist church training course.
On Sundays Washington now
runs a church plant in Bondo
town and Diamano has started
a Bible study group at his home

on Saturdays.
Opportunity: three churches,
two church plants, two church
buildings, two and a half trained
pastors, seven others who need
training, an open door to train
church leaders in a variety
of church groupings via the
Resources Centre, as well as
the beach communities by Lake
Victoria and the mountains to
the west where the gospel is yet
to penetrate.
Request: Washington is asking
for an experienced pastor and
his wife who can be servant
models, living and working
alongside local leadership, to
strengthen the churches and help
them in their ministry of making
Christ known. He wrote a letter
to GBM, and we are publishing
the text verbatim here so that
you can feel their heart’s request
for help, and invite you to pray
with us that God will provide
the people to answer this call.
There are many opportunities
here. Is God calling you to
‘come over to Bondo and help’
Washington?
GBM JUNE – AUGUST 2014

are doing within the section of Western Kenya, which actually opened numerous opportunity of reaching the
Pentecostal and charismatic churches and unreached people in the islands in Kenya with reformed teaching.
The opened opportunities turn to be viable and need to be handled with positive attention, the positive
attention can only be achieved when the GBM and Western Churches come together in offering willingness
contribution e.g. considering sending more missionaries to take up the opened opportunities and Western
Kenya churches provide moral support geared towards opened opportunity, which the churches already
made a resolution of the same and finally asked me to request humbly GBM to send us more missionaries
to help our brother & sisters (Graham and Sally) in the work in Western Kenya.
Kindly share this humble request with members of GBM UK and other related mission.
Yours faithfully,
PASTOR WASHINGTON OMONDI GENGA
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Daryl and Julia Jones in India

MISSION
WORKS!
Daryl and Julia Jones visited India
for the first time in January this year.
Here they recount some of their first
impressions.
We arrived in Chennai in the early hours of the
morning having left a mild British January, to
discover that even at 3.00am the temperature was
in the mid-twenties. Travelling through Chennai
we had our first experience of this twenty-four
hour city. There were few traffic laws and no
restrictions on using car horns! If a car is in
motion, or even about to be, the horn will be
sounded with frequent regularity. Prosperity and
poverty existed side by side, with many trying to
make a living from street stalls, living in shanty
type dwellings, getting water from a pump alongside impressive schools and large prosperous
buildings selling highly priced jewellery and
designer goods.
On Sunday we were at Kilpauk Baptist Church.
About forty were in the congregation when the
service started, rising to 400+ when the time came
to preach. It was interesting to see the variety
of seating options, men and women could sit in
separate areas, women and children could choose
to sit on the floor, or couples could sit together in
another area. Daryl’s message was enthusiastically
received. Afterwards more hot sweet tea was
drunk, a new room was dedicated and Julia had
the opportunity to speak to the women who had
another meeting.
As we looked around the building at the great
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numbers of believers, it was encouraging to see the
plaques recording the missionaries who had served
in this place. Their labours have not been in vain,
the Lord has blessed abundantly, as we saw not
only in this large, well established church, but also
the other congregations that have been planted.
One of these is the English-speaking church, a
church established to serve and to reach those who
come from different areas of India, having found
employment in Chennai. We received generous
hospitality wherever we went - so generous that
the hosts didn’t eat with us, but watched whilst we
enjoyed their lovingly prepared food.
From Chennai we flew to Madurai, taking the
time to visit the enormous Hindu temple. It’s a
building impressive in size, colourfully decorated
and with numerous carved idols, but a place where
the darkness of false worship could be felt. It was
heart-breaking to see so many offering worship
and gifts to these statues, made by the hands of
men. The need of the gospel was so apparent in the
deep darkness of such idolatry.
We then travelled through the countryside and
saw many simple one-roomed dwellings. Whilst
it was evident that little money was available,
it was obvious that much of what they had was
used on the upkeep of the numerous local Hindu
temples. Our destination was the Convention of
the Association of Baptist Churches. We were
delighted to be there and to see the hundreds
whose lives had been changed by the power of the
gospel.
Many other places were visited by the team
including the village of Anbinagaram, which was
evangelised by those early missionaries. There
we saw a thriving church and we were told that
almost every household in that village has at least
one born again believer in it.
As we returned to the UK we recognised what a
privilege it was not only to visit those places where
the early missionaries laboured, but also to see
the continuing results of their work. By the grace
of God, individuals and families who would have
been in slavery to false gods, are now enjoying an
eternal relationship with the living God. It was so
clear mission works! So let us give ourselves ‘fully
to the work of the Lord’ 1 Corinthians 15 v58.
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Facing page, top to bottom : Daryl with
around 400 at the Bible convention in
Sivagangai; The bustling, noisy streets; Daryl
Jones, Pushpa and Sam Devenesam; Julia
prepares to address a women’s meeting; This
page, top: Temple worship; The ornate Hindu
temple at Madurai
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Voodoo in Haiti
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers…

VOODOO
Rescued from the dominion of

GBM Radio programmes are heard in many different parts of the world.
The issues these Christians and their churches are dealing with are
many. In Haiti, where our French programmes are aired, that includes
dealing with those leaving a background of voodoo
[18]
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2 CORINTHIANS 4:4

true that I have been trying to help people by
As our knowledge of the world widens and
using magic, hypnotism and divination but I
deepens we become aware that the means Satan
have discovered that I can do nothing to solve
uses to ‘blind the minds of unbelievers’ varies
my own problems. I feel so empty and I have
from country to country and from culture to
nothing left. I have spent all I have seeking
culture.
spiritual power from the houngans (male
We received the report below from Denis
voodoo priests). I thought that they, being more
Paul, a friend who works in a radio station in
powerful than I, would be able to help me in
Haiti where our Espérance Aujourd’hui radio
my need, but no, they could not.
programmes are broadcast,
I have just wasted everything on
and booklets are distributed
them.
for both evangelism and
‘Tell me about Jesus! Give
discipleship. The testimony
me Jesus! I have heard things
Denis shares gives insight
about him for many years and
into the destructive power
I now understand that he alone
of voodooism in the lives
can help me. I am sick and have
of Haitians. The practice
heard that Jesus can heal, but
of voodoo dominates the
that is not really why I have
spiritual landscape of Haiti
come. There is something far
and represents the principal
more important that I need. I
means Satan uses in this
want to make peace with Jesus,
society to blind the minds
Denis Paul and his wife
and know his peace calming my
of unbelievers. However,
troubled spirit.’
the testimony equally
The believers prayed for this woman,
demonstrates the superior saving power of the
imploring the Lord Jesus to bring her the
Lord Jesus.
Denis reports that the church leadership team, freedom and peace she aspired to. They then
accompanied her to her home and discovered
of which he is a member, were meeting one
that she was indeed living in abject poverty. The
Thursday evening to discuss business. Their
only items of value were related to her practice
deliberations were suddenly interrupted by the
of voodoo magic; her devotion to the voodoo
arrival of an elderly woman in considerable
spirits had consumed her every last penny.
distress and on the point of exhaustion. What
As an expression of her faith and repentance
follows is a summary of what she uttered that
the women gave up every object related to her
night:
idolatrous and magical practices and they were
‘All my life I have been looking for peace,
immediately burnt. The joy of salvation now
security, and health, but all my seeking has
radiates from her face, replacing the etched
been in vain, and I realise that everywhere I
have looked has been fruitless. So I come to you anguish of spiritual oppression.
tonight wanting to receive Jesus, wanting to
make peace with him.
‘I confess that I am a medium and a sorceress
Ian Flanders (Translated and adapted from a report
by Denis Paul, Haiti)
but life has become impossible for me. It is
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Hannah Prior

My Response
n

I enclose a gift of £…….. Please use this towards
the support of the work in

Introducing a new Envision
Apprentice for Paris
In March GBM Council appointed Hannah
Prior to serve a two-year Envision
Apprenticeship in France. Hannah is a
member of Netley Christian fellowship, and
her church have worked closely with Hannah
to prepare to send her to serve in France.
Hannah needs your prayers as she serves
the Lord in Paris, a city of great needs and
opportunities. Here she tells her own story.
I became a Christian when I was eight.
Growing up I had a lot of head knowledge
about God, but in recent years, by his grace and
through some challenging times I have come
to know and love him much more. As I have
grown to know him more, my desire to serve
him, wherever that may be, has increased too.
Joining this church in France seems to be God
giving me the opportunity to bring together
a number of my experiences and skills I have
developed earlier in life, to use them for his
glory.
I’ve always enjoyed learning French and
visiting France. I studied French language
to A level and chose some additional French
language modules at university. After university
I spent some time living in France and I’ve been
involved with mission in France. I can honestly
say that I feel at home there.
A few years ago during a particularly difficult
time of ill health and unemployment, France
came especially to the forefront of my mind and
heart and I began to pray regularly for people I
knew in France.
Around the same time, through volunteering
with Friends International and at a multi-
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n

Please arrange a visit to our church to explain
more about the work of GBM

cultural community centre, God led me to
friends from many different cultures and
nationalities, including France. This has led
to lasting friendships, both in England and in
Paris.
People from my home church, Netley
Christian Fellowship, noticed a gifting in being
able to talk to and get alongside people and
build lasting friendships. These relational
abilities are identified as particularly important
skills for serving in a French culture.
Then, through the recommendation of
another pastor working in the Paris area, I was
introduced to Johnny and Rachel Vaughan and
the church in Le Pré. After finding out more
about the situation and time spent praying,
we got the ball rolling for me to go as a GBM
Envision Apprentice (known as a ‘stagiaire’ in
France) placed with the church with the full
support of family and church leaders.
My role in Le Pré will involve spending
time meeting and making friends with people
outside of the church, with a view to sharing
the gospel with them. I’ll also be encouraging
church members, particularly the women in the
congregation, by meeting up with them to pray
and read the Bible together. I also hope to get a
small part-time job teaching English.
Psalm 117 says, ‘Praise the Lord, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples! For great is his steadfast
love towards us, and the faithfulness of the Lord
endures for ever. Praise the Lord!’ There are
people from sixty-one different nations living
in Le Pré. What an amazing opportunity for
people from every tribe, tongue and nation to
hear the gospel!
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n Please

send me literature about GBM.

n Please send me details of how to give regularly by
standing order

n Please send me a gift aid form.
Name
Address

…For several years now we
have recognised our need for,
and prayed for, someone with
an evangelistic gifting who could
be active in making friends in
the local community. Hannah’s
application form described exactly
the kind of person we believe
God could use powerfully to bring
new people into contact with the
gospel and into the church.
JOHNNY AND RACHEL VAUGHAN,
ÉGLISE PROTESTANTE ÉVANGÉLIQUE
DU PRÉ SAINT-GERVAIS

Church

n Please send me a receipt for this gift.
Please return this form to: GBM, 12 Abbey Close,
Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 3JD
The gbmherald is issued free to interested churches
and individuals. For further information about any
aspect of the work or to arrange a missionary visit,
please write to the Abingdon office.

Gifts can be made over the phone by debit or credit
card. To do so please ring 01235 520147.
Gifts can also be sent to our bank electronically:
Account No 98766507 Sort Code 09-01-52.
Please email infodesk@gbm.org.uk to advise us of the
transaction and how you want it to be used.
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Obituaries

News and Events

Chris Richards pays tribute to the lives of two significant figures in the
work of the Mission who recently died.
DAVID ROBINSON
I think that David first became involved
with GBM in 1972 when the church
of which he was pastor, at Willenhall,
was proposing to send Pat Davies
out as a missionary. We became very
close friends working together for
many years, revamping the Herald,
introducing Togo and many other
things to bring the work before the
churches. His time as Vice-President

DEREK BELCHER
Health problems cut short Derek’s
career in industry when he was
forty-nine but it meant that he and
Margaret could join us at the Mission
Centre. He joined us in 1989 to look
after the finance and did this very
faithfully for nine years until ill health
again forced retirement. We had not
long put the accounts onto computer
when Derek joined us. He ‘embraced’

RALPH HOLLANDS
GBM also owes a great deal to Ralph
Hollands, owner of Root Hill Farm in
Surrey. We have enjoyed twenty one
summers of youth camp at Root Hill
farm, thanks to the kindness of Ralph
and Rachel, and we look forward
to this year’s camp in August. We
are saddened that it will be without
Ralph, who suffered a stroke in
March and died on April 10th. We
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and President was very significant
as it was the period when the work
really began to expand. This was a
cause for rejoicing but there were
also some serious problems which
we had to face. It is amazing to think
how he willingly gave his time and
emotional commitment at the same
time as pastoring quite a large church.
I will always remember him with great
affection.

this big change and was a great asset
to the work.
When money was tight Derek was
able to keep his cool while looking to
the Lord to meet the needs – which
he always did! We all remember Derek
with great love. He was the master of
the corny joke and he always saved
one for Friday. The Friday joke became
a great tradition!

have benefitted from Ralph’s work in
adapting the barn to our needs, not
least in his hard work in building a
complete new toilet block two years
ago. He loved to see such a large
group of teenagers listening to God’s
Word every day, and was always a kind
and unassuming presence among us
each evening.
Jim Sayers

GBM JUNE – AUGUST 2014

Events
GBM Annual Meetings
Saturday 25th October 2014
Fruit that will last.
Make a date now to join us at a
newly refurbished Friends House in
Euston, London, for a day focussed
on the goal of mission – to bear
fruit that will last. How should
we shape our work to make sure
that indigenous churches are
established under national leaders
so that the church continues to

bear fruit after the missionary has
moved on? We look forward to
being joined by Graham and Sally
Jones, Sukesh and Jenny Pabari,
Matt Gamston, Daniel Caballero,
Andrzej Kempczynski, Fiona
Steward and Jason and Andrea
Murfitt, as well as all our UK-based
missionaries. Sukesh will be the
preacher in the final session of the
day.

Wiltshire Mission Day
3.30pm, Saturday 7th June
Maryport Street Baptist Church,
Devises
With Daniel Caballero,
Peter Slomski and Jim Sayers

Engage Leader’s Forum
Trinity Baptist Church, Gloucester
10.30am-3.00pm, Thursday 26th
June.
With Daniel Caballero

Have you visited our new website? www.gbm.org.uk
Or follow us on Facebook – gracebaptistmissions Follow us on Twitter - @GBMission

GBM JUNE – AUGUST 2014
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WEEK OF PRAYER 2014
RECRUITING NEW WORKERS

We invite you to join us in devoting the second week of June to
praying for new workers in the work of cross-cultural
mission. Jesus invites us, ‘Open your eyes and look
at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Today we
affirm that now is the time for mission. Please
encourage your church to join us in prayer. We
have prepared a DVD which has been sent to all
our supporting churches which contains four videos
to be used in a church service or prayer meeting to lead into a time

Declare his glory among the
nations, his marvellous works
among all the peoples! PSALM

of prayer. Further copies can be obtained from GBM Mission Centre.
Sunday 8th June

96:3

GBM WEEK OF PRAYER 8-15 JUNE 2014
Join with us in praying for new workers to reach the nations
with the gospel. A full prayer guide is enclosed in the middle of
this edition of the GBM Herald.

8TH JUNE
WEEK OF PRAYER 2014

In the twenty-first century
there are still large nations
where most of the population
are unreached by the
gospel. 40% of the world’s
population live in people
groups where, as things
stand, they will probably
never hear a presentation of
the gospel. Please pray that in
our generation a new wave
of missionaries will be sent
to reach the most unreached
peoples of the world.
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