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Saul, the arch persecutor, exerted a
terrifying influence across the lands of Syria
and Israel. He believed passionately that he
was waging a justifiable war of terror on
enemies of the Jewish faith. In doing so he
had the ear of the religious leaders of the
day, who were complicit in his quest either
to kill or to imprison those who belonged to
‘the Way’. He was no respecter of gender;
both men and women were the objects
of his violence. This violent man stood by
approvingly as Stephen was martyred. The
New Testament does not hide the nature or
level of his persecution. Acts 9 v1 says, ‘Saul
was still breathing out murderous threats
against the Lord’s disciples.’
Then one remarkable day it all changed.
This radicalised man had an encounter
with the crucified Son of God and he
was changed for ever. On the highway to
Damascus, Saul the aggressor was brought
to his knees, humbled, temporarily blinded
and caused to acknowledge and cry out to
the very one whom he sought to persecute.
‘Who are you Lord’, Saul asked, as he lay in
the dust. ‘I am Jesus’, was the reply. Christ
had broken into Saul’s life powerfully and
dramatically, and turned him from being a
persecutor to one who would himself very
soon be persecuted. Only the gospel, the
power of God, through Jesus Christ, can deradicalise sinners such as you and me.
Some of this may resonate with us today
as we view world events. In this issue
we read of gospel work in France. What
opportunities will recent events bring for
the gospel? James Hammond writes, ‘there
is much debate to follow and that means
there will be lots of opportunities to talk
GBM MARCH – MAY 2015

about how the gospel answers the problems
we face.’ Our brother E. Hicham, working
in the south of France, has written an
excellent letter on how we should respond
to recent events there. In conclusion he
writes: ‘.We know that before the return of
Christ... we will continue to live in a world
stained by sin. But we want to reassure
ourselves by clinging to the glorious hope
that God promises us.’ and he quotes
Rev 21:4.
In the light of where we are, with the
gospel as the only answer, global mission
must advance. We advance not in our
own strength but in the power of the
Spirit and on the promises of God’s Word.
Global mission still has available to it the
only power capable of changing lives, the
only power that can liberate lives from
the bondage of sin, that is, the truth of
God’s Word and so we must proclaim
it. That is the central task of mission, as
commanded in Matthew 28. However,
as our missionaries seek to be relevant in
their preaching and outreach, connecting
imaginatively and yet honestly with their
different communities, we must redouble
our efforts to pray that the Spirit will
convict non-believers of their rebellion
and of their need to seek Christ as their
only Saviour. Should God be gracious in
numerous conversions, then the spiritual
needs in so many parts of the world might
be dramatically met by changed men and
women, who at some cost, give themselves
in sacrificial service, to “go and make
disciples of all nations..”

With the
gospel as the
only answer,
global mission
must advance.
We advance
not in our own
strength but
in the power
of the Spirit
and on the
promises of
God’s Word.

Trevor Condy
[3]

Paris terrorism: the response

‘Overcome evil with good’
The attacks in Paris on the morning of 7 January and in the days that followed
have shaken France’s capital city and shocked the world. In minutes, two masked
gunmen armed with AK-47s brought carnage to the most unlikely of places, a
bohemian magazine editor’s office in the centre of Paris. Two police officers, one
of them a Muslim, were gunned down in the street, and four hostages were
killed in a siege at a Jewish supermarket. The grisly reality of life in the Middle
East and North East Nigeria has been visited on one of Europe’s major cities
James Hammond, serving with GBM in Bordeaux,
described the reaction to the events of 7 January.
‘It certainly shook France pretty hard as it has the
rest of the western world. There is still much more
debate to follow and that means there will be lots of
opportunities to talk about how the gospel answers
the problems we’re currently facing.’
Edouard Nelson, who pastors Eglise des Ternes
in Paris, commented on the spiritual impact of
these events. ‘In the last few days, these events
have provided some unusual opportunities to share
elements of the gospel with neighbours, one in
particular who has tended to be rather closed to
talking about the gospel. Please pray that God would
bring good out of the evil here.’
Hannah Prior is serving an apprenticeship with
GBM in Le Pré St Gervais, two miles north of the
Jewish supermarket in Porte de Vincennes. She
writes, ‘I was struck by James 4:13-15 “Come now,
you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into
such and such a town and spend a year there and
trade and make a profit’ — yet you do not know
what tomorrow will bring.” It’s so easy to forget that
that my times are in God’s hands (Psalm 31:15) and
to make my plans as if nothing can change them.
These events have made me remember how brief
and uncertain this life is, but to be grateful and joyful
for the unchanging, eternal God that we have. May
this drive us all to love and worship Him more and
may many others be challenged to rethink things and
come to God.’
Will religious extremism lead to restrictions on
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what Christians can say about their faith? David
Metreau, a Christian journalist who lives in Le Pré
St Gervais, comments: ‘I fear that measures that
will likely be put into place in the coming weeks
will not favour freedom of expression or freedom of
worship. The French state, which has always had
an ambiguous relationship with religion, will surely
want to exercise more control about what happens
in mosques, and, in order not to discriminate, will
want to keep a watch over what is said and done
in churches. Please pray for peace and unity in our
country, and especially for the safety of our Jewish
citizens, but also that of Muslims, Christians and
atheists.’
In response to Charlie Hebdo republishing
cartoons of Mohammed after the Paris attack,
Christians in Niger, West Africa were attacked by
some Muslims. One Christian wrote to us: ‘I can
tell you that the arson attacks caused the following
losses amongst the Christian community of Niger:
Lives lost – 10. Church buildings and homes burnt –
86. Cars burnt – 17. Orphanages burnt – 6. Shops
and restaurants burnt – 15. Granaries burnt – 2.
Schools burnt – 4. We Christians are looking to our
eternal God for his care. There is no question of us
taking revenge. We pray for God’s help and that
these winds of persecution would urge us to deepen
the roots of our faith.’ Events in Paris have had an
impact well beyond the borders of France, and the
Francophone world needs to be much in our prayers.
Jim Sayers
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Hannah Prior

into
Top: Sunday morning service at Eglise Protestante
Évangélique du Pré
Left: Hannah settled in her new flat
Below: One of the most densely populated areas
in Europe, Le Pré is home to sixty-one different
nationalities

Hannah Prior moved to Paris in September to begin a two-year
Envision Apprenticeship, working with a small church in Le Pré St
Gervais. Hannah works alongside the pastor and his wife, doing Bible
studies with women and one-to-one evangelism, as they reach out to
this very multi-ethnic community
Not long before I came to France, I was talking
with someone from my church about the move
I was about to make. They asked me how I felt
about it and I replied, ‘Actually I’m looking forward
to it. It’s not like I’ll be away for very long and
there are lots of interesting things planned for the
term.’
Looking back, things didn’t quite turn out how
I thought. Moving to le Pré, although something
I am glad to have done, was a hard transition for
me, made harder because of the time it took to
find somewhere to live and to make it habitable.
But at the same time, God is good and the
experience has helped me to grow greatly.

saved by grace and not by what I do. I am saved
by grace in order to do good works which God
prepared in advance for me to do (Eph. 2:10). Of
course it’s right to work hard but note the order:
saved by grace for the purpose of good works.
My identity is not in how well I do my job, or how
many times in a week I have opportunity to share
the gospel. Instead it is in Christ, and I so I walk
with him, trusting that he will use me as he sees
best.

2

Here are some things I have learnt and am
still learning:

God’s Word is powerful. It speaks to us. I’m
grateful for the faithful Bible teaching of Jony
Vaughan, the pastor at Le Pré, for time spent
studying the Bible with Rachel, his wife, and for
all the times I’ve had to read the Bible with others
and to see it work in their own lives.

1

3

The gospel and God’s grace must continually
be changing my own heart and life if I am to
be used to change anyone else’s life. My own walk
with God and spiritual growth is a priority. I am

[6]

The fellowship and love of a local church is a
precious gift. Practical help and support I’ve
been given is a reminder of God’s grace and love
to me, I can’t earn it or pay it back, but it’s there
GBM MARCH – MAY 2015
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James Hammond

We labour together for God’s glory. Please remember the
church in your prayers, that we would grow in love for
God and each other as we live and serve together

nonetheless. I’ve been welcomed so warmly by the
church and by Jony and Rachel, and am grateful to
God for this. We labour together for God’s glory.
Please remember the church in your prayers, that
we would grow in love for God and each other as
we live and serve together.

4

Thankfulness. I have been doing Bible studies
in Colossians with some of the women in
the church and am struck by Paul’s exhortations
to be thankful (e.g. Col 1:12, 3:17). We can be
thankful for the gospel, how we are rescued from
the dominion of darkness and brought into the
kingdom of the one he loves. The experience of
moving house and moving country has also made
me thankful for the home that I now have and has
made me more aware of those who live unsettled
lives, especially refugees. I recognise that there are
people in far harder situations than me.

5

Rest is important. God has made us with a
need to rest. We are finite. He is infinite. I
find it very easy to keep on doing and much harder

accepting that I need to stop and rest. Since
being here I have had to examine this tendency
and recognise the sinful attitudes behind my
actions. So often when I fail to rest from
busyness, it is because I am ignoring the fact
that God is in control and not me. He has made
us with the need for sleep and a day to rest –
reminders that it is his work and we have to trust
him that there will be much fruit.

Defying a strange

James Hammond arrived in Bordeaux at the beginning of September
last year to begin his missionary service in France. Having spent 2013
learning French at Les Cèdres in Paris, James has started work in the
churches and among students in Bordeaux. Here are his first impressions

6

Prayer is important. If it is God who works
then I must be praying for him to do so. He
has his people and while I may labour and
work for him and to see his kingdom grow,
we still need God to work in people’s hearts if
anyone is to be saved or to grow in their faith.
It has been a real joy to share the gospel with
some people I have met and I continue to
pray that there will be much fruit in Le Pré,
both spiritual growth in Christians and new
people becoming Christians. It’s exciting
to see where God will work and what will
happen next.

New Beginnings
There were lots of questions surrounding my
arrival in Bordeaux. My original plan had
experienced significant changes during the end of
my deputation in England. The student ministry
I expected to work in had ended. In addition to
this I was no longer certain which church to settle
in. There were setbacks with my visa that kept
me in Canada longer than I intended. On top of
[8]
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everything was my level of French – would one
year in Paris be sufficient? France was starting to
feel like a black hole.
If France was shrouded in darkness, God’s grace
was salient as the sun. We know that God works
through people and there were two key figures
who made all the difference. Fiona Steward – the
previous missionary in Bordeaux – helped establish
me here. Fiona helped set up everything from
my apartment to my bank account. Moreover, I
learned a lot from the wisdom she gained over
the years in student ministry. The second was
Alan Davey – a Welsh missionary who has lived
in Bordeaux for roughly eight years. Without his
constant encouragement and support, it’s likely I
wouldn’t have lasted long.

Church
Alan pastors an international church in the centre
of Bordeaux. ‘Bordeaux Church’ is a churchplant that began last year. The sermons are in
both English and French. It consists of some
Bordelais but mostly students and internationals.
[9]

Top: Place de la Comédie, Bordeaux

I really believe in the work and in Alan, who is an
excellent pastor, preacher and friend. Thus I’ve
happily committed myself to the church. Alan
gives me opportunities to preach regularly. We
also use my flat to host meal-based outreach.
Since Bordeaux Church meets in the evening,
I was free to find another church in the morning.
Alan put me in contact with a baptist church.
It’s not too far from my flat. I have a good
relationship with the pastor (he is also the
Secretary General of the GBU). I will lead Bible
studies starting in March.

Left: Cafés are a vital meeting place in student evangelism
Below, left: There are roughly 80,000 students in Bordeaux
Below: Grande roue (Ferris wheel) de la Foire aux Plaisirs,
Place des Quinconces in Bordeaux
Bottom, left: Basilique Saint Michel, Bordeaux
Bottom, right: James leads a Bible study

Student Work
There are roughly 80,000 students in Bordeaux.
Fiona put me in contact with a student association
called Groupe Biblique Universitaire (GBU). The
GBU prioritises studying the Bible in groups each
week. They have a twofold aim of making the
gospel known on campuses and helping the
students to grow deeper in their faith.
I’ve been accepted to work with the GBU as
an ‘équipier local’. This position can be defined
as someone who helps, encourages, equips and
gives biblical training to the leaders of each group.
The position will be reached progressively. More
time is needed to build relationships with the
students, understand student life and culture,
and to increase my proficiency in French. I am
very grateful for this opportunity to work with
the students. Not only does it meet my desire to
understand the French through serving them,
but also to be involved with students who may
be future gospel leaders in France is an absolute
privilege.

The French Experience
There has been no shortage of humiliating
experiences. My ego has taken quite a beating.
One time I spoke at a GBU meeting and I’ve never
seen such blank faces in my life. Their blank faces
were then followed by bursts of laughter. I started
to laugh too – what else could I do!? – but in
reality my soul was crying: ‘Help Lord, I’m dying!’
French is a constant challenge. It’s like living on
a different planet with stronger gravity – all the
body’s motions are pulled down by these invisible
cords. You can no longer run as fast or jump as
[10]
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I’ve been accepted
to work with the
GBU as an ‘équipier
local’. This position
can be defined as
someone who helps,
encourages, equips
and gives biblical
training to the leaders
of each group.

high. What’s worse is that everyone around you
has no problem with the gravity. They all have
mastered it.
This period of humiliation does serve a purpose,
however. First, it forces you not to look to people
for your ultimate acceptance. We can become so
sensitive to people’s opinions to the extent that
we need them to accept us. Second, it forces you
not to compare yourself with those around you.
Whether in intelligence or ability, it’s a dead-end
to try to justify ourselves by comparison. Third, it
positively forces you to rejoice in the justification
that comes from God. If God accepts me, justifies
me, and gives me my right to be here in France,
then no power or opinion can challenge that.
Lastly, when we are free from the fear of people,
we can be free to love and serve them.

Conclusion
My French is improving and every so often I like
to look back and see how far I’ve come. I thank
God for the privilege of learning this beautiful
language, the pain and pleasure of it. And I
thank God for being able to minister the gospel
in France, a country that so desperately needs to
hear it.
[11]

GBM Network Census
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Grace churches are growing!
57% of Grace churches are growing churches, and
only 14% are declining. The average size of a Grace
Baptist church is 57 people.

Pastors: who will pick up the baton?
40% of pastors of Grace Baptist churches are aged over 60. The average
Grace Baptist pastor is aged 55.

30
8%

More men than women
in every age group up to the age of 30, men
are in the majority. Even in the age groups
from 30 to 65, there is very little difference
between the number of men and women.

Ethnic mix: a Church from all nations
The ethnic make-up of our churches roughly represents the
national average. 8% of our churches are people of AfroCaribbean background – twice the national average, but
other minorities are less well represented

GRACE
CHURCHES
Grace Baptist Network brings together a number of Grace Baptist
organisations, including GBM, Grace Baptist Partnership and regional
associations of churches, seeking to promote evangelism and churchplanting across the UK. Jim Sayers explains the findings of the Grace
Baptist churches census that GB Network organised a year ago

In March 2014 we helped
to organise a census of
Grace Baptist churches.
Peter Brierley of Brierley
Consulting carried this
out for us, and the results
have now been published.
They give us the clearest
picture so far of the health
and needs of Grace Baptist
churches. There are things
to rejoice in, and some
things that are very concerning. Please have the
patience to crunch some statistics with me and
hopefully the implications will become clear.

Growing Churches
Grace Baptist churches are growing! 57% of Grace
churches are growing churches, and only 14%
are declining. The average size of a Grace Baptist
church is 57 people, and two thirds of churches
would be that size or smaller. But two thirds of the
worshippers counted in the census were attending
[16]
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the larger churches, so a lot of Grace Baptist
Christians are concentrated in the larger churches.
Those churches that had less than forty people
on a Sunday were more likely to be in decline. Is
that your church, and if so what are you seeking
together to do about it?

A Church from all nations
The ethnic make-up of our churches roughly
represents the national average. 8% of
our churches are people of Afro-Caribbean
background, which is twice the national average
(4%), and those churches with Afro-Caribbean
worshippers were more likely to be growing.
However, South Asians, Chinese and Hispanics are
much less well represented in our churches and we
struggle to make an impact in these communities.
One or two churches hold services in other
languages, and one church translates its services
into Romanian. In short, migration into Britain
from countries that are more Christian than Britain
has helped our churches, but we are struggling to
relate the gospel to people from other faiths.
[17]

Our churches have more men than women in the
age range 20-29; how many of them can you be
training up as leaders and pastors in your church?

‘Here are the men!’

‘There is no church there’

A common complaint among churches looking
for pastors is ‘where are the men?’ Do women
outnumber men in Grace Baptist churches?
Surprisingly, the answer is no! In fact, in every
age-group up to the age of 30, men are in the
majority. Even in the age groups from 30 to
65, there is very little difference between the
number of men and women. That our churches
should have more men than women in the age
range 20-29 is encouraging and significant. How
many of them can you be training up as leaders
and pastors in your church? Their contribution
to planting and growing new churches can be
immense. Sadly, we are aware that some young
men get no opportunities to test their preaching
gifts in their home church, and receive little
encouragement from the pastor or elders. Many
more look for opportunities to serve as apprentices
and don’t find such opportunities among Grace
Baptist churches, so they go elsewhere and end
up training and serving among another group of
churches. If we are to reach this country with the
gospel, we need to invest in people.

One of the questions on the census invited
churches to identify regions, towns and cities
nearby where there was a particular need for
church-planting. This produced a long list of
possibilities, and those of us involved in GB
Network intend to give this list serious attention
over the coming months and years. We want
to see how local churches can be helped and
mobilised to rise to the challenge of planting
churches in these priority areas.

Pastors: who will pick up the baton?
The most worrying statistic is that 40% of
pastors of Grace Baptist churches are aged over
60. The average age of a Grace Baptist pastor is
55. That means that the next few years mark a
significant time for many churches, with a large
number of retirements and vacancies to fill. If
your church is in that situation, are you preparing
for that? Have you considered taking on an
assistant who can take over when the pastor
retires? If you are the pastor who is planning
to retire soon, what are you doing to help your
church appoint someone who will pick up the
baton?
[18]

Encouragement and challenge
We are encouraged that so many churches are
growing. This is a reason to thank God for his
goodness. God is at work, and the glory for this is
all his. At the same time the census presents our
churches with many challenges. How can growing
churches help declining churches? Do you think
only in terms of your own church and the local
community it serves, or can you reach out a hand
to another church not far away that needs your
help? Can you pray and work together to help
them get re-established?
This census is a call to action. If you want to
read the census, a copy of ‘Growing Churches’
has been sent to every church. Get a copy, discuss
it, and use it as a basis for looking at your church.
Who are you? Are you the suitably gifted Christian
in their twenties who wants to be used in the
work of planting and growing churches? Are you
the leader who needs to identify and train those
with emerging gifts? Are you the Christian who
has to travel many miles to find a gospel church
of any kind, and who has a heart for the town
where you live? Then it is time to step out on
faith together and take the gospel to our nation,
praying that God will use us to plant many more
churches.
GBM MARCH – MAY 2015
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Envision Team
South Africa:
6 July – 5 August 2015
We are running a four-week
team to South Africa, working
with the Morning Star Children’s
Centre in Welkom, north of
Bloemfontein and south west of
Jo’burg. Morning Star offers an
interdisciplinary daily program
of care for HIV/AIDS infected
children and creates incomegenerating projects for their
caregivers and related persons.

Envision Team Latvia:
27 August – 6 September
2015
If you can’t spare four weeks
of the summer, why not spend
a week and a half in Latvia?
This team will be working with
Malcolm and Ruth Firth in the
church-plant they have started
in Mezciems, in the east of Riga.
The team programme will
include:

The team programme will
include:
•Serving alongside the staff in
working with the children
•Visiting the homes of the

children in the townships
•Doing some decorating and
maintenance work around the
Morning Star facilities.
•Running a Holiday Bible Club in
a local church.
Estimated cost: £1450 (Subject
to flights and currency
fluctuations)
Closing date for applications:
27th February 2015.
Interviews: 17th March 2015.
Team Orientation in Abingdon:
8-9 May 2015.
Team leader needed: contact Jim
Sayers at jamesds@gbm.org.uk

• Sharing your faith one2one
with International Students
• Using English to reach out to
Chinese people
• Taking part in special
evangelistic events
• Compassion ministry
Estimated cost: £400 (Subject to
flights and currency fluctuations)
Closing date for applications:
20th March 2015
Interview Date: 16th April 2015

To apply for either of the above teams, for an application form contact
supportministries@gbm.org.uk

Brighton Mission weekend
Friday 10 – Sunday 12 July 2015
This is an evangelism training weekend working with Ebenezer
Reformed Baptist Church Brighton. Learn how to reach a
secular, modern city. The programme includes a café outreach,
local evangelism and an accoustic music evening. Leaders: Luke
Crowter, Nigel Hoad and Jim Sayers. Organised in partnership
with AGBC(SE) Home Mission.
For more details and an application form, contact Nigel Hoad at
nigelhhoad@gmail.com
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Obituary

John Field
12 May 1921 – 11 November 2014

John Field was born in Norbury into a Christian
family. His church attendance and Bible knowledge
led him to become what he described in his own
words as a proud and self-righteous young man.
Nevertheless he never seriously doubted the truth
of the scriptures and always sought out a place of
worship even after leaving home when called up
for military service during the Second World War.
He served as a Royal Marine and it was while he
was on board a troop ship on a stormy winter’s
night in the Atlantic, being chased by a U-boat,
that he found that the words of Psalm 23 ‘The Lord
is my shepherd…’ were words that he could truly
say personally. This enabled him to sleep peacefully
below the water line, knowing that whatever
happened to him he was secure in the care of his
loving Heavenly Father.
[20]

Through various divinely-ordained incidents and
promptings of the Holy Spirit, John was accepted
as a missionary to India with what was still SBM. He
sailed to India in 1949. Margaret Dawson followed
him out to India about two years later and they
were married in Madras in February 1953.
His work in Tamil Nadu was very varied and
included looking after mission schools, orphanages,
famine relief work, and on occasions the arranging
of marriages of Hindu converts! It also included
the supervision of indigenous workers as well
as regular preaching and teaching in numerous
churches and conventions. He served in many
different locations but the longest periods were
in the Kolli Hills (an area where there were no
roads, no phones or electricity), in Kovilpatti in the
very south of the State, and in Dindigul. He had a
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great interest in developing the literature work, a
significant legacy of his time in India and perhaps
the real beginning of GBM’s literature work. This
burden was prompted in part by a comment of
fellow missionary David Thrower, ‘Books don’t
need visas, and they get into homes where foreign
missionaries would never be invited’.
He and Margaret were much valued by
missionary colleagues for their hospitality,
support and wisdom, but John’s willingness to
get alongside and support the Indian believers
was particularly appreciated. Sam Devanesam,
the present pastor of the large Church in Kilpauk,
expressed particular gratitude for the way he
related to the Tamil brothers, noting his adoption
of Tamil dress, his skill in preparing Tamil cooking
and his warm friendship with Sam’s father. He
said ‘I am thankful to the Lord for providing such
a exemplary Missionary. He had deep concern for
Tamil Churches.’
John’s belief that the Tamil churches needed
to stand on their own feet and not be dependent
on missionaries caused him considerable anguish,
particularly after the Indian government banned
further missionaries from entering India. As an
existing missionary he was given unrestricted
permission to remain. He loved India and the Tamil
people but was convinced that the churches would
be stronger if they themselves took responsibility.
He rejoiced to hear of the rapid growth of the work
after most missionaries had left. John and Margaret
returned to the UK in 1971.
The Lord blessed John and Margaret with
four children, three of whom were born in India.
Following his return to the UK, John spent ten
years in pastoral ministry in Carlton, Bedfordshire
before moving to Cambridge to assist Eden Church
in their evangelistic work. He faithfully served there
for thirty years and proved to be a great support
and encouragement to many of the other churches
in Cambridgeshire as well.
A few months before he died he moved to
Halstead to be closer to family and immediately
threw himself wholeheartedly into the churchplanting work going on there. Again, he proved to
be a great asset to the work.

Facing page: John Field and his book mobile at the
mission bungalow in Kovilpatti, with fellow missionary
Margaret Cook
Below: John and Margaret Field
Below, centre: John, Margaret and their family
Bottom: In 2014, John moved to Halstead to be
closer to family

Graham Field (Son, and GBM Vice-Chairman)
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GBM Events

GBM Event

Root Hill
youth camp
This year’s youth camp returns to Root Hill
farm beneath the beautiful Surrey hills,
and runs from Saturday 22 to Saturday 29
August. The main speaker is Steve Dennis.
For anyone aged 17 or over, this is a week
that brings together quality Bible teaching,
a focus on world mission, and time out in
the beautiful Surrey countryside. God has
used Root Hill to save many young people
in recent years, and to challenge young
Christians to get involved in their church,
to share their faith, or to get involved in
serving on GBM’s Envision programme.
Root Hill is a fully catered camp, and if
you book before 1st July, it only costs
£70 for the week! Download a brochure
from our website at www.gbm.org.uk/
summerholidays.html

Hothorpe at the
Woodlands
We return to Hothorpe Hall this August for our
summer holiday event, though with a difference.
Running from Sunday 2 to Friday 7 August, this
year we are using ‘The Woodlands’, a purposebuilt, all-new facility consisting of a number of
high-quality lodges spread through the grounds of
Hothorpe Hall. Wake up in your timber-built lodge
to beautiful views of rural Leicestershire. All rooms
are en-suite.
Every morning we begin the day with Bible
ministry from Geoff King (Bury), and each evening
we get together to hear from missionaries serving
the Lord across the world, helping us to understand
their situation and inspiring us to pray and serve.
We also begin each day with a prayer meeting
focussing on GBM’s work around the world.
Hothorpe Hall sits in the heart of England,
offering lots of places to enjoy on a day out.
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Castles, stately homes, gardens and theme parks
are nearby to suit every taste. We will organise
excursions, and games on site.
This is an all-inclusive holiday, and all meals
are of the highest standard. Tea and coffee are
available throughout the day, and the woodland
snug lodges have their own kitchenettes.
Accommodation in the Woodlands is organised
in lodges, five of which are ‘snugs’ containing
two twin bedrooms opening onto a lounge and
kitchenette. The other bedrooms are arranged in
lodges of six suites, each of which is self-contained.
Single people are welcome to book so long as
they are willing to share a room. The main block
includes a lounge and dining room, and a meeting
room for our main sessions. We can also use
additional rooms in Hothorpe Hall as an overflow if
they are needed.
For details of prices, download the booking form
from our website:
www.gbm.org.uk/summerholidays.html
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Diary Dates

Friday 27-Sunday 29 March. Saved2serve.
A conference for 15-25 years+. Speaker: David Hircock. www.saved2serve.org.uk
Saturday 18 April. Cambridgeshire Mission Day
Eden Baptist Church, Cambridge.
Tuesday 5 May – Engage Forum. St John’s Wood, London
Thursday 4 June – Engage Forum. Dewsbury Evangelical Church, W Yorks.
(See page 12 for details)
7-14 June – GBM Week of Prayer. Full details in June Herald.
A resources pack will be sent to all churches.

Andy Paterson

Saturday 24 October - Annual Mission Day. Renewal Centre, Solihull.
Preacher: Andy Paterson, Mission Director of FIEC.
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Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good
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Romans 12:21

Kester Putman, GBM
Literature Coordinator

Early days in Oxfordshire
Settling into the role
It is fair to say that at the beginning of my role as Literature
Coordinator, I was very much aware of my ‘L-plates’. Although
I had had previous experience with databases at the offices
of other charities, I quickly needed to get to grips with how
Maciek and Mary Stolarski had recorded the plentiful supply
of correspondence about their stock of books, and I began to
appreciate the rationale behind many policy-making decisions
over the years. While visiting them at their home on the outskirts
of Southport, I also had the privilege of working shoulder-toshoulder with a small team of local volunteers – they were packing
together the final packets of books needed to go to London for
the Annual Mission Day (AMD).
When it came to the AMD itself, it was a blessing to see firsthand how Maciek and Mary operated, to receive commendations
and assurances of prayer for myself, and to see helpful interaction
between all the Abingdon-based staff on the day.
And the stock of books? Although a small ‘picking-list’ was with
me from the start, the bulk of materials themselves remained in
Southport until mid-November. On the day itself, collection from
Merseyside went reasonably smoothly. However, on arrival in
Oxfordshire, the tail-lift on the removal van failed, which meant
more labouring for the removal-men and the boxes of books were
not decamped in ‘alpha-order’. Nevertheless, as I write, we have
now been operating the GBM Literature ministry out of the offices
in Abingdon for ten weeks and, Lord-willing, will continue to meet
the requests from our Christian family scattered across the globe.
literature@gbm.org.uk

| Text: 07415 392492

|

@GBM_Lit

Top: Kester settling to his office at Mission
Centre. Above: Maciek and Kester in the
new stock room
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