Lights across
Europe

4

Working in a
young city

8

A new boys’
home in
Manila

12

UK: Three
new
churches

22

SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2015

The Children of South Africa
The South Africa Envision Team
help children with HIV

Chairman’s notes

inside…
Wholehearted for the gospel?

12

5

18

8
2. Chairman’s notes
5. Lights across Europe
Planting a church in every city
8. This is a young city
Aries Liboro reaches out to the youth of Manila
11. Halal barbecues and Hindu testimonies
Reporting from our Engage forums
12. Teaching, training, changing
Naomi Gonzales reaches the end of her service
15. Out of my comfort zone
Andrew Sadler signs off
18. 6 million people have HIV
The Envision Team in South Africa
21. #Books4Pastors
A new project supporting GBM Literature
22. UK Churches News
Three new church-plants
26. GBM Events
27. A light in every city
GBM Annual Mission Day 2015

Mission Coordinator: Daryl Jones.
daryljones@gbm.org.uk
Deputy Mission Coordinator: Jim Sayers
jamesds@gbm.org.uk
Finance Coordinator: Andrew Sadler
andrews@gbm.org.uk
12 Abbey Close, Abingdon, Oxon,
OX14 3JD (UK)
Tel: 01235 520147
Fax: 01235 559796
Email: infodesk@gbm.org.uk
Web: www.gbm.org.uk
Twitter: @GBMission
Facebook: gracebaptistmissions
Reg. Charity No: 263133
Magazine design: Steve Devane design
Printed by Bishops Printers, Portsmouth.

GBM exists to help churches support their
missionaries worldwide, in ministries of
evangelism, church planting, training,
compassion, radio and literature.

The opening chapters of Revelation
make challenging reading for church
leaders and members alike.
The book was written to seven real
churches, planted in strategic cities
along an important Roman trade route.
There is no doubt that these churches
were blessed by God as they witnessed
to the pagan culture of the day. Yet out
of the seven only two (less than a third)
brought no rebuke from the Lord. Such a
statistic suggests that ‘worldly’ churches
were more common!
This does not mean that everything
the other five did was of no value.
Not at all, they received many
commendations (except for Laodicea),
yet those devastating words of rebuke,
‘nevertheless I have a few things against
you’, were spoken with a profound
severity.
What were these ‘few things’?
They were loss of love for Christ and
the potential removal of gospel light,
doctrinal compromise, sexual immorality,
superficiality and lukewarmness. These
charges are just as relevant to us today,
which may go some way towards
explaining our general ineffectiveness as
churches, both locally and globally.
Whilst we must always face up to
the stern challenges of Scripture, in this
my last editorial I do want to focus on
the positive commendation given to
the church at Philadelphia. In Rev. 3:8
we read of a very different challenge:
wholeheartedness. ‘See I have set
before you an open door, which no one
can shut. I know that you have little
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2015

power and yet you have kept my word
and have not denied my name.’ The
sovereign God promises an open door
which no one can shut for he alone
has authority, the ‘key’, to bring rebels
to faith. To this small, weak group of
believers there was given an open door
because of their wholehearted devotion
to Christ. They lived each day certain of
the deity of Christ and devoted to the
promise that he would save people out
of their community and ultimately, from
every nation, the thrilling message of
Revelation.
I guess our churches are characterised
by devotion to Christ and faithfulness
to his word, but are we wholehearted
about the open door of mission? Have
we become reticent to speak out, or
has our cautious pursuit of ecclesiastical
orthodoxy stifled any desire to work
radically for the gospel?
In a recent conversation someone
described one of our missionaries
as ‘gold’. I believe that term applies
to the mission family, as daily they
grasp open-door opportunities for the
gospel. To have been part of their lives
for these past years, has been one
of the most humbling and satisfying
experiences in my Christian life. To
have been prayerfully supported by a
loving and sending church has been an
immeasurable blessing. To have enjoyed
the loyal support of Council and to
have worked happily with your officers
(past and present) and the staff has
been a privilege and a delight. We have
shared the joys and sorrows that are

See I have
set before
you an open
door, which
no one can
shut. I know
that you have
little power
and yet you
have kept my
word and have
not denied my
name
REV. 3:8
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Chairman’s notes

Trevor with Sukesh
Pabari in the
Kawangware township,
Nairobi 2009

Especially in
the West, we
desperately
need the
Spirit’s power
to energise our
efforts in local
and global
mission
[4]

the territory of church and mission life
and, by God’s grace we have seen some
positive initiatives and changes.
However, we face considerable
challenges if we wish to be perceived
as a body of churches wholehearted
about the gospel open door we have.
In the last Herald we featured a change
to Nicola’s remit, but as she works
hard at establishing new contacts she
is almost a lone worker (as is Nathan).
We desperately need a team of mature
workers to energise churches to the
cross-cultural opportunities at the heart
of their communities. Will you pray
about that?
One of the encouragements from my
term of office has been the development
of our Envision programme, numbers
of young people experiencing real cross
cultural mission. Are they the future?
There are some who have a growing
conviction for long term mission service.
I believe we, in partnership with the
churches, must find a way of training this
generation for cross cultural missionary
work. Will you pray about that?
How many times has the ‘call’ from a
local Kenyan pastor been featured in this
publication, and yet our churches have
not responded? What a disappointment
we must be to our Kenyan brothers. Will
you pray about that?
Council is encouraged by new
applications and enquiries but in almost

every region of the world we need more.
Will you pray about that?
Council and Officers have sought
to ‘Engage’. We have been invited to
address the Local Church Global Mission
conference, initiated to promote the
church-based principles we have so long
espoused. We will, DV, enjoy another
Annual Mission Day this year, but in the
final analysis will your church be like the
Philadelphians, devoted to Christ and his
word, and willing to go or send through
the open door God has given.
Across our land people are praying for
God to revive his church. Especially in the
West, we desperately need the Spirit’s
power to energise our efforts in local
and global mission and Psalm 2 helps
us in this regard. In verse 8 the Psalmist
reminds us that God has promised Christ
the nations as his inheritance, the ends
of the earth as his possession. Christ’s
kingdom is a world-wide one; it all
belongs to him. Will you pray? Will you
go? The door is wide open!
Trevor Condy

LIGHTS ACROSS EUROPE
spiritual light: gospel churches
that express the gospel in the
local culture and language. The
problem in many countries is
that evangelical Christianity is
seen as culturally alien. We need
to plant truly contextualised
churches: thinking through what
a church should look like in that
culture and language; building
on the best in each national
culture to express the gospel;
churches centred on preaching
that speaks into the national
conversation and connects with
what people are thinking. In
places this may mean working in
multiple languages in the same
service to make people feel
welcomed in a multicultural city.
This year’s Annual Mission
Day on 24 October focusses on
the needs of Europe under the
theme ‘A Light in Every City’
(See back pages for details).
Our passion is to see new

Trevor steps down as GBM Chairman
at our AGM in October, after five
busy years serving the Mission in
this role. He has been a zealous
volunteer, a wise counsellor and a
tireless leader. We thank Trevor and
his wife Bertha for all they have
contributed to the life of GBM.

Europe is a patchwork of
different nations, each with its
own distinct identity, language
and culture. At the same time,
Europe is ‘Le grand projet’
to try and bring together all
the nations of Europe in one
economic and political union,
to end war and genocide and
bring prosperity and freedom
for all. The dream of that
prosperity leads thousands of
Africans to risk their lives in
crossing the Mediterranean.
Meanwhile, there is war in
Ukraine, turmoil in Greece and
huge unemployment in many
countries. Europe is in ferment,
bearing the fruit of the secular
Enlightenment in growing
hopelessness and moral chaos, a
continent never more in need of
our prayers.
So, from the perspective of
mission, what should we be
doing? Europe’s greatest need is
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churches being planted that
live and proclaim the gospel
in more and more cities and
towns across Europe. This
requires many more missionaries
committed to working in the
local language. Some of those
already serving through GBM
are nationals, which gives them
obvious advantages, but we
are convinced that missionaries
who are British, or who come
from other parts of the world,
also have a vital role to play. Is
God calling you to serve as part
of a new wave of missionaries
in Europe? Could you start a
church that will be a continuing
light in one European city,
growing and multiplying long
after your work is done?
We are encouraged by steps
forward in a number of different
situations where people are
serving.

[5]

Lights across Europe

5-7 EUROPE STORIES

1

2

3

surrendered his life to the Lord.
So two young Deaf Christians
were baptised in the river on
June 13 and then married on
July 25, and another is waiting
to be baptized. Give thanks
that God continues to build his
church among the Deaf.
Austria
Jean Ellis rejoices that in June
two Deaf Christians were
baptized. At their monthly
service at the end of May, a
young couple, Thomas and
Barbara stood up to announce
they wanted to be baptized.
After the service another
Thomas came to Klaus saying
that he wanted to become
a Christian. After talking
with a group of the men, he

Latvia
Malcolm and Ruth Firth’s
church-planting work in Riga
continues to know God’s
blessing. Twelve people came
along to a Christianity Explored
course earlier in the year, and
a large group of international
students have been worshipping
with them over the course of
the year. While international
students can study in English,

Across Europe there are communities

[6]
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the Church also runs Latvian
classes and these are proving
a real opportunity to befriend
unsaved students. A number
of the congregation have
been volunteering with a local
ministry called Freedom 61
which provides a refuge for
victims of human trafficking.
(See August edition of
Evangelicals Now for more
details) A group of men from
the Church have spent a
number of evenings in the
middle of Riga reaching out to
the men who come to Latvia as
sex tourists. Many of these men
are using women who are the
victims of people-trafficking,
and it was a good opportunity
to engage these men in

4

conversation and pray for them,
as well as suggest other ways to
enjoy a visit to Riga.

1. A street cafe in Serbia
2. Klagenfurt, Austria
3. Thomas and Barbara’s wedding
in Klagenfurt

A light in every city
Across Europe there are
communities unreached by the
gospel. In the north of Italy, the
west of France and the north
of Spain, many towns and cities
lack gospel churches. Cologne
and the borders of Belgium and
Germany are particularly needy.
Montenegro in the Balkans has
just a few hundred evangelical
Christians. We long to see many
more churches come to us
asking for help in sending their
members to plant ‘a light in
every city.’

4. Riga, Latvia

unreached by the gospel
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Valenzuela City

THIS IS A

Aries and Jodith Liboro work in Valenzuela City, a borough on the
northern edge of Metro-Manila. It is a tough work, with as many setbacks as encouragements, but by God’s grace Aries and Jodith have
stayed there and are seeing God at work, as Aries explains.

Above: Street scene in Valenzuela
Left: Some of the church members in Valenzuela
Below, left: Bible study with youths in school in Meycauyan
Below, right: The Daily Vacation Bible School this May in the
Church building (without aircon!)

[8]
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On June 28 2015, the church celebrated its
twelfth anniversary. The past twelve years have
been a mixture of trials and blessings, but as I
look back, I am glad to be able to say that most
of the time we’ve experienced unity, peace and
joy in our ministry and we have experienced
God’s blessings upon us. A few years ago the
church used to meet in a ‘slum’ area and the
meeting place was prone to flooding. The entrance to the meeting place was very narrow and
sometimes those who live next to the meeting
place would bring a table out and drink their beer
and whisky. Other neighbours would be singing
to their karaoke machines! We didn’t mind all
that and we simply carried on with the work,
doing our best to preach God’s word and reach
out in that community. Several years later, God
provided for us a piece of land and the money
to put up a new building further up the hill. It is
more accessible and our church services are no
longer disrupted by flooding or karaoke!
Over the years we have seen people come to
repentance and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and
have joined the church for which we praise God.
We have grown in numbers, but we have also
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2015

lost a lot of members due to migration. Several
families have moved to the US or Canada for
work. Even now, one of our church members
who helps with the youth work is applying to
migrate to Canada. We have around twentytwo church members, and thirty or more adults
who come, plus children and teenagers. Up to
twenty children come to Sunday school and
fifteen young people to our youth programme on
Sunday afternoons.
Every summer we hold a ‘Daily Vacation
Bible School’ (DVBS) for children aged seven to
teenage. Because the school near the church
building had started running ‘summer classes’ we
have had to hold the sessions in the afternoon. It
gets very hot during the summer afternoons and
we have no aircon in the building, but we thank
God that despite this, in the DVBS that we held
this May, about eighty children came daily for
six days. On the final day we had a ‘graduation’
service for them, and some parents came as well,
so they heard the gospel preached. Also, we
were delighted to receive a very generous gift to
enable us to buy an aircon system! We thank our
Lord for answering our prayers.
[9]

Valenzuela City

Every Saturday morning we hold a Bible
study at a school a few minutes jeepney ride
from our church building. We play football
with them and then have a Bible study. They
range in age from nine to teens or even
older. We usually get around twenty who
come. The majority of them come from poor
families and cannot afford to buy their own
football shoes, so they play barefooted. A lot
of them are undisciplined and hard headed
and they often try my patience, but I do try to
exercise patience towards them and continue
this ministry in the hope that someday these
youths will come to profess faith in our Lord
Jesus. We have been running this ministry for
a few years now and I have grown to love
them and long to see them saved. The roads
and the school grounds are prone to flooding,
so during the rainy seasons we often cannot
carry out this programme, but thankfully,
once the floods have gone and we resume
the Bible studies, the youths come back and
it is not such a big problem trying to get
them to come along. We have a similar Bible
study every Saturday afternoon for the young
people in our housing subdivision for those
who live around our neighbourhood. There is
a Bible message first, and then we play futsal
afterwards.
We also help organize the annual youth
camp for the Reformed Baptist Association
(REBAP Luzon) which normally takes place
at the end of October. Although we have to
charge, we still get a good number of young
people, around 200 last year. In the ten years
that we have been helping to run this youth
camp, we have reached a lot of young people,
so again please pray that the Word they heard
will one day bear fruit.
Manila is a very young city, with a third of
the population under the age of fifteen, and
the birth rate is double that of the UK. So the
work we are doing is a vital work as we seek
to reach out with the gospel to the young
urban poor.
[10]

THE NORTH LEADS THE SOUTH

Top: The new church building
Above: Bible Study outside our house with youth, Christmas
Fellowship 2014
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The biggest barrier to reaching Muslims in Britain
is….the fear that paralyses Christians! That was
one comment that was made at our Engage forums
in May and June. The other thing that was really
striking is how different the north of England is from
the South. At our London forum in St John’s Wood
we had a good cross-section of churches present,
and the general theme of the day was, ‘How can we
start engaging with Asians?’ There was an appetite
to learn by churches that want to start reaching out,
but lots of people seemed still to be at base camp. In
Dewsbury, by contrast, the wealth of local experience
in the room was obvious. The round-table discussions
covered such practical issues as serving Halal food as
well as vegetarian at a church barbecue, structuring
a church in a way that works for cultures that don’t
worry about time, as well as the deeper issues of
presenting the gospel in a ‘shame’ culture and the
importance of proclaiming the resurrection at an
early stage.
Main speakers included Sukesh Pabari (now
pastoring a church in Clevedon) who explained from
his own experience how an Asian person would see
your church, and what they would understand about
God. A lively discussion started as he challenged
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2015

us to work out what twelve things an Asian would
notice if they came into one of our churches. Nicola
gave an inspiring presentation on befriending your
Asian neighbour, particularly relating to the new
work she is developing with local churches in the
North West of England. Both churches put on a good
lunch for us, after which we had a panel discussion.
In London, Sonny Simak from Grace Baptist Church,
Southall vividly told his story of how God saved him
from a Sikh background, and in Dewsbury we were
blessed to have J with us. She inspired us by her own
story of coming to faith and her experience of
reaching into some of the most Asian towns on the
Pennines.
Both days ended unforgettably with Sukesh telling
his own story of his journey out of Hinduism. The
way he described how God intervened in his life
through the witness of a colleague at work, and how
Paul’s letter to the Romans broke down his religious
pride, inspired us to pray and work to lead others to
freedom in Christ.
If you missed out, and would like us to organise
something similar in your area, please contact the
GBM office.
[11]

Manila

Cubao Reformed Baptist Church was planted by Brian and Necy
Ellis over 30 years ago. Close by two massive flyovers, it is in a
neighbourhood known for its poverty, though urban regeneration is
bringing a new population into new high rise condominiums. As the
church has grown, so it has developed new ministries to respond
to the needs around them. Here we feature two of them. First,
Naomi Gonzales, who is coming to the end of her time in Manila,
reports on her work with Christian Compassion Ministries (CCM).
Then Brian Ellis describes what is happening in Grace Ministerial
Academy and how its influence is spreading
Six years with CCM
A sermon series that has always stuck in my
mind was on the book of Nehemiah. As I read
it over again recently I was reminded how the
work of God happens most effectively when
everyone participates. There’s that long list of
names in chapter three of people from different
places, occupations and social classes all working
together and the city walls were completed in
record time!
That’s what we have loved about the last six
years and being involved in the work of Christian
Compassion Ministries. Being part of the CCM
team! There is a great team of people working
together for the Lord, and whether social workers,
houseparents, admin staff, finance, maintenance,
handyman or tutor, we are all working to the
same purpose. It has been a privilege to be a part
of the CCM ministry, bringing the good news of
the gospel to the poor and needy.
I have loved teaching the children in the CCM
homes and seeing them make progress, the small
children smiling when they finally learn their letter
sounds. I’ve loved the opportunities to teach
them from the Word of God, doing devotions
on teenage camps and teaching at Holiday Bible

Clubs. It’s a joy when the children have been able
to graduate and find jobs. But what a greater
joy it is when we have seen God working in
the hearts of these young ones. Just this last
year several children have professed faith, been
baptized and become members of the church.
It’s been great that Reddy was able to join
the CCM team in 2013. We give thanks for the
work he has been able to do in co-ordinating the
maintenance of CCM properties. It’s been a huge
project to oversee the planning and construction
of the new boys’ home. Hopefully by the time this
goes to print the boys and houseparents will be in
their new building.
There have been many challenges and
encouragements along the way: adapting to life
as a wife, missionary and then mother! Adapting
to differences in the culture; a new climate, a new
language; it’s an ongoing learning process. God
has taught me so much but more than anything
to look to him and not my own strength.
As a family we are planning to come back to
the UK in September and to settle there for a
time. Staying at home and bringing up Reuben
and Phoebe is a great privilege and gift. It’s the
ministry God has given me. At present I cannot be

Pictured, facing page: Clockwise from top left: Naomi and Reddy, Reuben and Phoebe | Naomi, Reddy, Reuben
and Phoebe outside the nearly finished boys home | Reuben, Phoebe and children | Naomi tutoring the girls
[12]
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Andrew and Ruth Sadler

Out of my

Comfort zone
Above: All the staff of CCM with the church elders, including Brian and Necy Ellis

working full time for CCM. Although part of our
hearts will be left in the Philippines and CCM we
will continue to assist with the work however we
can from the UK and if it’s God’s will we hope we
can return someday.
For now we want to thank you for your prayers
for us. We have valued them very much and it is
so encouraging that we can look back and count
our blessings and see how God has provided for
us and sustained us as we have served him. Please
continue to pray for the ongoing work of CCM,
for all of those working in the CCM team. Please
pray with us that we would continue to see God
working in the hearts of those we work with.
Naomi Gonzales
Churches that change the Philippines
Grace Ministerial Academy is a tremendously
important ministry. The Principal, Noel Espinosa,
is a very gifted man. The students come from
all sorts of different backgrounds, some from
churches where there is ‘easy-believism’ and very
little knowledge of Scripture. They appreciate
that they are being taught the Scriptures and
theology that comes from the Word of God. I
think we’ve had forty-five students graduate from
the Academy and a number of them are now in

[14]

ministry preaching God’s sovereign grace. That
is very encouraging. Some are working on other
islands, or in towns three or four hours north of
Manila, some right down in the south.
In the areas hit by Typhoon Yolanda in 2013
CRBC has done a lot of relief work, because
many people still don’t have jobs, their homes
have been destroyed. We’ve been putting
roofs on houses, giving books and materials to
children in schools, putting blackboards in the
classrooms so the teachers had something they
could use. Members of CRBC have been going
down to visit and we’ve built a good relationship
with local people. I and my fellow-elders have
preached there. We have a couple of local pastors
who speak Waray, the local language, and we
would like to build on the work done so far by
establishing a church in Tacolban City. we’ve
purchased 5000 Bibles in the Waray language
and we’ve distributed them to the local people.
Working with the Reformed Baptist Church in
Abuyog we have a local man, Danny, who can
head up this work, so do pray for him as he seeks
to plant a new church in this city made famous by
the disaster that happened there.
Brian Ellis
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Our Finance Coordinator, Andrew Sadler, and his wife Ruth, who
serves as Support Ministries PA, have both decided that it is time for
them to move on. They plan to move to Lancashire in October. Here
Andrew reflects on his years serving with GBM.
At the GBM Annual Meetings for the first time
in 1981 the penny dropped - I was faced with
a placard bearing the words ‘Your Mission’.
This mission was different to anything I had
encountered before: it belonged to the churches;
I had a stake in it, it was My Mission. It is the
Lord’s work – his mission, but he has entrusted it
to us. I became a supporter of GBM, and 34 years
later I still am! As a supporter it has also been
my privilege to be a member of staff for the past
eighteen years.
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2015

In 1997 I was interviewed for the post of Financial
Secretary. I tried to impress the interview panel
with my fiscal nous by saying that as a milkman
my books had to balance at the end of the
week – any shortfall would be deducted from my
wages. One member of the panel asked if that
arrangement would apply to the mission deficit!
JUST AN ADMINISTRATOR?
When I started at GBM I was a thirty-something
with lots of energy. It was part of my brief to
[15]

Andrew and Ruth Sadler

visit churches on deputation, to be involved in the
mission holidays and to take part in organising
and running youth events. I was offered to a
church for a Mission Sunday and the less than
enthusiastic response was ‘but he’s just an
administrator’! Yes, I do accounts, pay people and
liaise with the Inland Revenue, and do pensions,
health care and insurance. I’ve also been removal
man, debt counsellor, taxi driver, cameraman,
caterer - and much more! Just an administrator?
Well, that’s okay.
HIGHLIGHTS
Field visits to missionaries have produced some
real highlights. On my visit to Kenya in 2011, John
McDonald and I took a picky-picky motorbike taxi.
As we sped off I remember praying ‘Lord please
keep me on this thing!’ John had gone ahead and
as we joined a rough dirt track I thought ‘we’re
going too fast’. The rider soon reached the same
conclusion and braked so hard that the chain
came off, but I hadn’t! The Lord had answered
my prayer. We were in the middle of nowhere
and I felt very conspicuous – tourist complete
with camera and other valuables! A group of men
appeared from nowhere to help get the chain
back on. In no time we were on our way.
PERU
Our journey to Peru in 2009 was made more
interesting by a strange traveling companion - a
baptistery heater for the new church building in
Arequipa. ‘It looks like an anti-tank gun – you’ll
get arrested!’ We got some very strange looks
at the airport, but it made it all the way, in one
piece, and yes, it worked! It was a privilege to
preach on our second Sunday in Simon Bolivar,

Top: Andrew with Fred, a church member in Kisumu,
Kenya, 2003
Middle: Baptistery heater successfully reaches South

America
Bottom: L to R: Ruth, Katie, Will and Andrew Sadler

[16]
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with translation. Afterwards we were called to
the front and said our farewells. We were greatly
moved as our Peruvian brothers and sisters sang
a ‘blessing’ to us and then filed up to the front,
literally one by one, to embrace us. Arequipa
means ‘Yes - Stay’ in Quechua. What fond
memories we have of our friends in Peru
LATVIA
We have visited Malcolm and Ruth Firth in
Riga twice and have been encouraged by a
changing situation there. As someone has said
- you couldn’t make it up! Once a place where
Christians would get arrested – now a place
where Christians can worship freely. Once closed
to outsiders – now open to missionaries and
visitors. Once the home of Communism – now a
home for refugees fleeing oppression.
CHALLENGES
There are too many to mention here, but this
is one that’s close to my heart. It has become
increasingly easy to transfer money overseas
for churches and individuals. The intentions are
always good but the dangers are very real and
sometimes the consequences can be damaging.
HMRC is clear that ‘without a good audit trail to
the end use of the funds, they will not accept that
the money has been spent charitably’! Do read
Keith Johns’ booklet Mission and Money, available
from the GBM office.
COLLEAGUES
I want to pay tribute to all the wonderful
colleagues I have known in my 18 years with
GBM. In my time I have so appreciated the
assistance given to me by first Jacki French and

then Diana Stonell as the backroom staff. They
have cheerfully and wholeheartedly served the
Lord – and supported me.
FAMILY
My wife Ruth has been involved from day one
and of course has latterly been on the staff here
as well. Even before she worked for GBM she was
a huge support and gave up annual leave with
Tearfund to help with the mission holidays etc.
Nothing I write here can adequately express my
gratitude to her.
William and Katie are now all grown up but
what a blessing they have been over the years.
As children they loved the mission events –
especially Hothorpe. Will was a great help on
Annual Meetings Day and rode shotgun with me
on the van transporting the lunches and teas to
Westminster Chapel.
FINALLY
I have often been operating outside of my
‘Comfort Zone’ but have drawn great strength
over the years from God’s faithful servant Joseph,
who gave God the glory: ‘“I cannot do it,” Joseph
replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh
the answer he desires”’ (Gen 41:16). Just an
administrator? Well yes, but I would not have
wanted it any other way, and I sincerely thank the
Lord for the privilege.

We are so thankful to God for all that Andrew and
Ruth have done over their years of service. Pray for
us as we seek to appoint a new Finance Manager
and Support Ministries PA in the Abingdon Office..

Just an administrator? Well yes, but I would
not have wanted it any other way, and I sincerely
thank the Lord for the privilege
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2015
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Envision

South Africa Envision Team
For four weeks in July and August, our South Africa Envision Team
was based in Welkom, south west of Johannesburg, working in a
community ravaged by HIV and AIDS. In South Africa, six million people
are HIV positive and this had a dramatic impact on their time, as the
team leader Sarah Mistry explains
In July this year, a team of four of us went to
South Africa for four weeks: Megan, Lowri,
Harriet and myself. We spent our time in the
town of Welkom supporting the outreach work
at Welkom Baptist in the form of a Holiday Bible
Club, assisting The Pines Children’s Orphanage
and volunteering at Morning Star Children’s
Centre which is run by Joan Adams.

Welkom Baptist Church
Pastor Louis and Jim Heffner, two American
missionaries at Welkom Baptist, ran a Vacation
Bible School at a school in the Thabong township
on the east side of Welkom. The children that
attended were mainly from the
surrounding area, in which many
of the houses are made from
metal sheets. Their aim was
to preach the truth about the
gospel to the teenagers. Many
of the churches in Welkom suffer
from false preaching as pastors
ask for money in exchange
for ensuring your salvation.
Therefore, the studies focused

on helping the teenagers know and understand
that Jesus is their guarantee, the price has already
been paid, and how they know this is the truth by
encouraging and teaching them how to read and
study the Bible. There are plans in place to follow
up this work with a few of the girls who were
very keen to know how to study the Bible and
had many questions for us.
During our first week in Welkom, Pastor Louis
also drove us around Thabong. After passing
several shacks, government-built houses and
small street stores we pulled up at a children’s
graveyard. The graveyard was full of hundreds
of small graves, with many of them marked with
empty water bottles rather
than a sign, so families could
identify the grave as they
could not afford a sign. Where
we had pulled up there were
eight small, empty graves.
These were not dug for
specific people but rather, due
to the high demand for graves
in the townships, graveyards
dig them in anticipation each

Above: Lowri surrounded by an avid group of little listeners
Left: Sarah with one of the boys. (It is winter in July, hence the hat!)
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GBM Literature Project
well as activities for the children. We had the
opportunity to run some of these. On the last day
we organised a sports day and it was great to see
the children working and supporting each other.
Staying at the Pines has meant that we have got
to know and love the children there.

#Books4Pastors

Morning Star Children’s Centre

Above: Sarah with a van full of food parcels ready
for distribution

week. Louis stated that the graveyard not only
represents hundreds of children who have died,
but hundreds of children who did not know the
Lord. He said that it is often the same back home,
that graves are filled with people who did not
know God. It’s just that at home we have a longer
life and, therefore, more time in which to hear the
gospel and come to faith in Christ. One blessing
is that the amount of graves dug in anticipation
every week reduces each month as children live
longer, but they still need to know God.

The Pines
The Pines, a children’s orphanage within Welkom,
was our base for the duration of our stay. About
eight children live in each of the four flats, each
with their own ‘house mother’, who stays with
them and looks after them. The children are
referred there by social services and the majority
are now staying on until they leave and enter
the working world. During the winter holidays,
The Pines puts on reading and maths classes as
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Joan Adams set up Morning Star in 2000 to
support children with HIV, and they started with
only eight children. Now the site caters for around
100 children and there are over 700 children on
their register aged between 0 and 21. The Centre
has five different classes: toddlers, preschool,
reception, grades 1-3 and special needs. Those
that come to the Centre on weekdays are picked
up and receive breakfast, schooling and lunch as
well as health check-ups. Families with children
connected to Morning Star and who are earning
less than 500R a month (around £27) receive
food parcels from the Centre every month. We
had the opportunity to take out some of these
food parcels to the families and see the conditions
they are living in. Teenagers are still supported by
the Centre through monthly meetings, sponsors
sending presents and letters and the Centre
providing clothes and financial aid if needed.
The impact the Centre has on the children
and community is wonderful to see. Due to the
support and medicine the children now receive,
many are living longer and have a better quality
of life with one girl now studying accountancy at
university. However, there is still a huge need at
Morning Star. A massive clothes donation came
in on the first Monday we were there and by the
Friday most of it was gone. Within three weeks
there, two children had passed away and there are
still around two children in hospital.
Over our time in Welkom, we have met many
missionaries and seen the impact their work has
on the people in this community. Witnessing
their work has been both an encouragement and
a challenge to us. It has been a privilege to be
involved in this work and to have the opportunity
to work alongside these missions, and we pray
that all we have learnt will remain with us as we
return home.
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Fighting book poverty
in the developing world

GBM’s Literature ministry contacts 5000 pastors
and other church leaders across the world, sending
them books to equip them for their week-to-week
ministry. Most of the pastors we’re in contact with
have few (if any) books to work with. Most will just
own a Bible and perhaps a hymnbook.
With primary education being the furthest many
will have studied, we’ve been working to simplify
some of the great Christian classics to make them
accessible to a readership in the developing world.
We’ve also encouraged translation into many
different languages.

Books are sent through the post, and the pastors
who receive them are really delighted to get such
good tools to enhance their ministry in preaching
and making disciples.
Of course, this costs money! We do get big
discounts from publishers, but that still leaves
significant costs. Kester Putman runs our literature
ministry full-time, based in our Abingdon office.
Storage, packing and distribution is now outsourced.
All told, this year we budgeted £90,000 for the costs
of our literature ministry, two thirds of which is the
cost of printing and distribution.

How can you help?
You can sponsor our literature ministry. For instance:
1. Sending two or three books to a pastor costs £10
2. Sending a small box of books to one pastor costs £25
3. Sending a consignment of books for a pastors’ conference costs £150
Would you be willing to become a regular donor by standing order? Could your church or youth group
make this a project they could support on a regular basis?
For more details, contact Kester Putman at GBM Mission Centre
Phone: 01235 537155
Email: kester@gbm.org.uk
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WAKEFIELD

UK church news
WAKEFIELD

Grace Baptist Network is a group that brings together a number of Grace Baptist
regional associations of churches, together with GBM and Grace Baptist Partnership (an
agency that seeks to help churches plant churches) to promote evangelism and churchplanting across the UK. We aim to use these pages in the GBM Herald as a regular
feature, reporting on church-planting projects and other initiatives in the UK

Grace Church
Wakeﬁeld
One of the strangest things about
living in the north of England and
Yorkshire in particular has got to
be the lingo. “That’s a reet dog
in’t wood,” remarks Fred to his
companion Bill. They’re adjacent
to one another in a musky
corner of their local watering
hole, The Magnet, in which they
have ensconced themselves for
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the evening. “Aye,” replies Bill,
swigging on his Boddingtons.
“There’s a duck in’t ‘edge there.”
You could be forgiven for
believing that they’re discussing
developments in the surrounding
ecology, except that they‘re
actually reflecting upon the
strange group of young people
that they’ve seen meeting at
the local YMCA on Sunday
afternoons. I think that’s probably
how we appear to the locals at
the moment: a little bit odd. A

bit out of place (like a dog in a
wood, or a duck in a hedge, for
example).
We’re a team of men and
women from Dewsbury
Evangelical Church, and we
have upped sticks and moved to
Wakefield, a few miles east on the
other side of the M1. Wakefield
is a City of around 80,000 people
and a Metropolitan Borough
of 350,000 in West Yorkshire.
It doesn’t have a university, or
a well-known football team.
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Its inhabitants are mostly
locals. It would be fair to call it
predominantly working class.
Wakefield’s spiritual landscape is
bleaker than most. There’s heavy
cult activity, and a few pockets
of warm Pentecostalism, but very
little in the way of Bible-teaching
churches. Vast swathes of the
region probably contain next to
no Christians at all.
Our team of fifteen adults
(with between us ten children
and one on the way, all under
seven!) come from a church with
a membership of 110, and have
begun to meet, pray and preach
in the city, to see if God would
lead us to establish a gospel
church here. In terms of staff, we
have part of the time of a parttime pastor, Ian Goodson. We
have two young men with some
training and experience in Bible
teaching. We’re an international
team (UK, Romania, Nigeria),
some passionate personal
evangelists, and two or three
musicians. We would love to have

some dependable people to relocate here and join the team.
We’re fragile, vulnerable, in the
early stages and could very easily
give up. But in May we started
hiring a local community café on
Sundays as a meeting place and
have recently been encouraged by
a few visitors. In mid-July we went
away together for the weekend
as a team to think, pray, and
discuss our vision and values for
the next stage in Wakefield. How
will the Church look? How will it
work? What will it believe? While
humanly speaking there are many
challenges, we know whom we
have believed. So, with God’s help
and guidance, we are pressing on
to see what he will do through
us in Wakefield. Will it succeed? I
hope so. But whether we see the
harvest or not, we’re seeking to
sow the seed in this city, so that in
the days to come Christ will have,
in this place, the praise that he so
truly deserves.

Facing page: Chantry Bridge
Wakefield
Above, left: From the website of
Grace Church
Above, right: Members chat after
the Sunday morning meeting
Above: There are ten children – all
under seven

Arron Cook
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EDLESBOROUGH

Edlesborough
I confess. My mind was
wandering. The speaker was
compelling and interesting. I
just couldn’t stay with him. Ali
McLachlan was speaking at
the Grace Baptist Partnership
conference last summer in
Edlesborough, Bucks. He was
trying to show us how we
could have effective weeks of
evangelism in our local churches.
I was struggling to see how we
could do it in our setting.
At the time the church had
only been constituted for three
months. We had eight members
– including four from my family.
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Though our congregational
needs were being met, I was
the only one still earning a
wage. Plus, my wife and I at fifty
were the youngest adults in the
congregation. I could see that
what Ali was talking about could
work in an established church
with a larger membership and
greater resources. But I couldn’t
get my head around how our
village church with such small
numbers and limited resources
could make it happen.
I began (while Ali was speaking)
to sketch out some ideas of what
we would have to do to pull off
something like this. We would
have to have lots of people
(inside and outside our local
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church) praying. We would
have to ask friends to support
us with manpower and financial
resources. We would have to be
willing to fail spectacularly. We
would have to work really hard.
We would need someone to lead
us the first time through.
After the conference, I
apologised to Ali for drifting
while he was speaking and asked
if he would help us plan and
carry out a week of evangelism
this year. The result was Real
Lives. We put together
a prayer

support team of people from
across the country – and world!
We enlisted a team of thirty
adults from twelve churches.
We invited speakers such as
Jeremy Walker, John Blanchard
and Peter Williams. We arranged
meetings in homes, village halls
and chapels.
Publicity materials were
prepared, printed and distributed
by the thousand. And, by God’s
grace, people actually came: not
to curry nights followed by an
epilogue, but meetings featuring
rich Biblical content. In total
176 different people attended
meetings during
the week
not including
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several hundred school children
who heard the gospel in four
different local schools.
The church is still small. We
have sixteen members now,
with two other recently-baptized
adults who we expect to receive
into membership soon. Our
financial position has improved
and we have recently called
another pastor to help me lead
the work forward. We hope
to use the template again to
assist some other local churches
next year – plus we will return
the favour to Ali McLachlan
by helping his church in West
Edinburgh with a similar
emphasis next summer.
Barry King
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