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GBM exists to help churches support their
missionaries worldwide, in ministries of
evangelism, church planting, training,
compassion, radio and literature.

Cover photo: An aircraft takes off over Maricaban, Manila

Another Annual Mission Day over, with
much to rejoice in and reflect upon! During
the day we heard the gospel powerfully
preached by a Hindu convert – moving for
the believer, challenging to the unbeliever.
We said ‘farewell’ to four of our mission
family, all of whom had served (and are still
serving) the Lord with commitment and
passion. We said ‘thank you’ to Maciek and
Mary for sixteen years of sterling literature
work, and welcomed their successor,
Kester Putman.
We enjoyed a well choreographed multimedia presentation, clearly emphasising
that it is only the gospel and well-discipled
believers that will bear lasting fruit. We
heard how former cannibals in Brazil were
now true believers, and that catechising
is the way forward in Legionowo, Poland.
We received a resounding ‘come over and
help us’ from Kenya and listened with
rapt attention to a gospel-hearted young
woman’s challenge to pray for lasting fruit
in Paris. And O yes! Books, books! The
need for books is still huge, not forgetting
what might be done through the new
technologies. A gospel-centred day,
packed with information, including our
superb new Handbook and Annual Report,
all in one volume!
But, there was something missing: new
missionaries! Every year we want to have
new missionaries to introduce, to pray for
and support. However our concern was
placed into a biblical context when, during
the AGM, Daryl Jones struck a wholly
appropriate note by directing our thoughts
to Col 1 v 6. There Paul encourages us
with the truth that ‘All over the world
this gospel is bearing fruit and growing.’
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He reminded us that the gospel is indeed
growing and bearing fruit across the world.
Our meetings this year took place against
a global background of unimaginable evil
towards believers in the Middle East and
elsewhere. It would be easy to become
discouraged at the darkness and seeming
lack of gospel progress. Observed through
western eyes it might appear so, (as I
write, the ‘darkness’ of Halloween has
descended. Is it just me, or does the
celebration of Halloween become more
and more in your face?) but the cause of
Christ is not lost. God’s Word remains true
and the gospel, as expressed in the cross, is
the only answer to man’s sin. In many parts
of the world great progress is being made,
disciples are being nurtured and churches
planted.
Yet, the challenge remains! We desire
to achieve so much more; Christ demands
that we do so. Your Mission Officers
long to be engaged with many more
pastors seeking help in sending out their
missionaries. Why are there so few (men
in particular), coming forward from our
churches, people who are willing to lay
down their lives for the truth? Is it that our
churches are in a low spiritual condition?
If so, then we must pray for ourselves,
that God would truly revive us through
his Spirit. Ask him to make your church
a sending church. The investment in
being a sending church will be repaid a
hundredfold!
At Solihull in 2015 (DV), will we be
introducing new missionaries? I pray you
too will be there!

New
missionaries!
Every year
we want to
have new
missionaries to
introduce, to
pray for and
support.

Trevor Condy, GBM Council Chairman
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Peter Slomski serves in Poznań, Poland, where he helps
to lead Agape Evangelical Church. Here he reflects on
why commitment to the local church is so problematic in
Polish churches

A familiar sight on the main street in Bradford, Nathan

The Mosque in Dewsbury. (Dewsbury Evangelical Church

Javed (on the right) with helpers at his book table

is the building further down the road)

Join us in praying to the Lord of the harvest that he would send us
another faithful worker for Dewsbury, that we might yet see the
triumph of King Jesus here — Graham Heaps

contact, but then he saw us in town and came
back to chat after nearly two years. Another Sikh
person has been reading the Bible for twelve
years and fears to fellowship with other Christians
because of pressure from his community.

Situation Vacant – Graham Heaps
About thirty years ago the writer of a Daily
Telegraph article on Islam in Britain suggested that
the most important mosque in Western Europe
was not in London or the major continental cities,
but in Dewsbury in West Yorkshire. That article was
one of a number of things that God used to stir a
handful of local Christians to be burdened for the
spiritual plight of the Muslims around them.
Dewsbury is a down-at-heel, post-industrial
town some ten miles south-west of Leeds. For
more than half a century it has been home to
increasing numbers of Muslims, mostly Mirpuris
from Pakistani-administered Kashmir. They have
opened at least thirty mosques in the town, and
some of our schools are almost exclusively Asian.
[8]

As a result of that stirring from God in the early
1980s, believers from a number of churches began
to pray in earnest for the Lord to work among
these people. They began a regular mailing ministry
of gospel literature to many Asian homes. Then
in the year 2000, Javed Bhatti, an experienced
evangelist from Pakistan, moved to Dewsbury to
help the local evangelical churches reach out to
Muslims. Ever since he arrived he has laboured
boldly, winsomely and tirelessly in spreading the
gospel. Yet so far there has been little evident fruit
for all his prayer-supported effort.
Javed has retired from his official role with our
church. However, he and the leaders at Dewsbury
Evangelical Church are very keen that we should
find someone suitable to take over his role, who
might be able to reap a harvest from all his faithful
work. But where can we find another man of
Javed’s calibre? Will you join us in praying to the
Lord of the harvest that he would send us another
faithful worker for this strategic town, that we
might yet see the triumph of King Jesus here?
GBM DECEMBER 2014 – FEBRUARY 2015

COMMUNITY
&COMMITMENT
“Online Membership… is for those who would
like to say: “I don’t want to come to you, but I’ll
stick with you through the internet…” Visitor’s
Membership is for those who honestly admit:
“I can’t offer much, but from time to time I’ll
come…” Active Membership is for those who
admit they don’t want to commit, but want to
spend time among us… Contractual Membership
demands the most. This is for those who want to
shape the direction of our development. For such,
we will create possibilities from the earth to the
stars… Select what you want, or don’t choose. It’s
worth remembering, however, that every road to
one’s dreams begins with the first step.”
You may wonder what kind of club offers these
forms of membership. Sadly, this is no social club,
but the largest church in Poznań. How is it that
so many enthusiastic Christians in Poland do not
understand the importance of commitment to the
local church? It seems that there are a number
of influences. The Roman Catholic Church for
centuries has been the dominant religion: one of
man-made rules and authority which cannot be
questioned. People who have professed faith in
Christ often react against such authoritarianism but
in doing so misunderstand the grace that they have
come into. Now under grace, many think there
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is no place for God’s law, submission to spiritual
authority, and structure in the local church.
Another element is that for nearly fifty years
Communism ruled Poland. Like Catholicism
this was a ‘religion’ of man-made rules and
authority which could not be questioned without
consequences. The fact is that ever since the
Counter-Reformation, Poland has for five hundred
years known oppression from various foreign
powers. The instinctive nature of many Poles is to
therefore question and rebel against authority. A
third factor is linked with the Counter-Reformation.
Poland has had no Biblical Christian heritage. The
Reformation came and went like a shooting star.
There is little, if any, Christian literature from the
past and there are no role models or heroes of the
faith. Instead we have stories of ‘heroes’ rising up
against tyrannical authority.
What we find, therefore, is that Christians
are shaped by these influences as well as
enthusiastically adopting all the latest Western
ideas. Churches thus tend to be of an emergent,
social nature, where an individual finds personal
fulfilment. He comes to church to share life
experiences and self-expression: a Christian friend
of mine in Warsaw took his family to a large,
seeker-friendly church, simply because his wife
wanted friends, ignoring the small, Bible-believing
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Believers need to understand that God instituted the
local church as the principal means of making disciples:
the place where they are sanctified and perfected.

church I had recommended. Sermons tend to be
of an anecdotal and ‘inspirational’ nature: one
Christian was amazed that I could preach each
week simply by working through Scripture. Pastors
impress little on believers of commitment to the
local church: the large Poznań church is just one
such example. Individualism reigns. At the other
end of the spectrum there are some churches with
“strong men” enforcing commitment by legalism
rather than the Bible. However, the latter seem to
be more of a dying breed. Sadly, I do not know of
one seminary in Poland that is not influenced by
ecumenism or liberalism.
It seems that I may be painting a negative
image. There are positives. I have, in my three
and half years in Poland, slowly come to know
a few men who are preaching faithfully from
Scripture and understand the importance of the
local church. In other words, they are building their
work on God’s Word and not on man’s thinking.
Such biblical reformation is sorely needed. A
biblical gospel needs to be preached not only to
unbelievers, but professing believers who appear to
have entered the church by making some decision
for their personal benefit, but which did not involve
a turning to the living and true God. The Bible
needs to be preached expositionally, as well as
doctrine taught systematically, so that the saints
submit not to what the Spirit might be saying,
but what the Spirit has already said in Scripture.
Believers need to understand that God instituted
the local church as the principal means of making
disciples: the place where they are sanctified and
perfected.
This is what we are trying, with God’s help, to
do. We introduced into the church a declaration
of faith. There are many unhelpful teachings in
Poland, and the declaration serves as a standard for
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safeguarding the truth and a basis for church unity.
Our next step has been to introduce a covenant
of membership. Some members initially reacted
against this, and continue to do so, wondering
why we need something more than the Bible.
With my fellow elders, I have sought to explain,
that as the declaration sets out what we believe,
the covenant sets out how we should live out the
life of the church. It has not been easy. There have
been challenges, misunderstandings, contradictions
and encouragements. We are still engaged in this
process.
For the last five years the church has received
expository and doctrinal preaching. For some,
happily, it appears to be making a difference; for
others there seems little sign of change. I have
come to terms with the conviction that it may
take a lifetime of ministry to bring reformation.
There is a long battle ahead. We continue to come
up against opposition to church membership
from those who visit the church. There have
been many conversations, some emotional, and
a constant supply of patience and humility, with
determination, is needed.
Please pray for us here at Agape Evangelical
Church in Poznań. Please pray for Poland. We need
to be faithful to what God has said. Christianity
is not an individualistic affair but a matter of
commitment to a body of people, with the
head being Christ. As Pastor Jonathan Leeman
points out: “The solution to individualism is not
community. The solution… is to reintroduce a
conception of submission to God’s revealed will
as it’s located in the local church… it’s joining
a particular kind of community where self is
no longer sovereign and where one is called to
obedience… It’s the joining of a community where
the worship of God is supreme in everything.”
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Above: Catholic Church in
Poznań
Left: Good Christian books in
Polish are few, and many of
them translations from English
Below, left: Sunday morning at
Agape Evangelical Church
Below, right: Agape Evangelical
Church Poznań
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the town at the end of the

RUNWAY
At the end of the runway at Manila Airport, a squatter area is squashed
in by the creek in a neighbourhood called Maricaban. In a city where
riches and extreme poverty sit side by side, Gilbert and Emily
McAdam and their church, Calvary Reformed Evangelical Church
(CREC) have been moved to reach out into this neighbourhood, a
shocking experience even for Filipinos
It isn’t easy living in Manila. The poverty is
inescapable: beggars everywhere; families sleeping
in the streets, under fly-overs, even on central
reservations in the middle of the road. It is easier to
escape the large areas of social deprivation where
people live clustered together in their thousands:
you can just avoid going there. But they still exist.
Gil Cardiel was born and grew up in Maricaban a huge slum area in Pasay City. It is home to tens of
thousands of families living in tiny houses, close to
a filthy creek which overflows badly whenever the
rain is heavy. Drugs, alcoholism, prostitution and
criminality abound. Gil is an extraordinarily able
man, an internationally recognised civil engineer.
But he has chosen to remain in his family home,
and to use it to reach out to the surrounding
community. For several years he has held children’s
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meetings in his own home with a feeding
programme, an educational assistance programme,
health and hygiene instruction and, above all, the
teaching of God’s Word. He is currently formalising
all this by setting up a charitable foundation, ‘Kids’
Haven’.
Gil has attended our church for two or three
years, and has now become a member. He was
keen for the church to enter into a partnership
with Kids’ Haven, with us taking responsibility for
the spiritual aspects of the work, while Kids’ Haven
retained responsibility for the social aspects. CREC
members are very much involved in both, and I
have become a trustee for Kid’s Haven.
Each Saturday afternoon, there are children’s
meetings, and one for young people. On Sundays,
‘devotions’ are held for the ‘scholars’ (beneficiaries
[13]

appallingly smelly. My heart felt very, very sad, and
I cried. His two younger sisters had very red, sore
eyes, but the parents had no money for medicine.
On the way back I was really upset, blaming
our government for the poverty the people are
experiencing. If the government was not corrupt,
our country would not be like that.
You would be amazed how these children
attend every Saturday to listen to God’s Word.
They are very good at learning memory verses, and
when you ask, they know what has been taught.
They are very eager to learn about the Lord Jesus.

Nonoy
Left: A typical back street in Maricaban

Right: Emily (in pink) with a crowd of excited children

of the Educational Programme), and at 5pm an
evangelistic service for adults. Amor Perdigon,
who is one of our deacons and also my Pastoral
Assistant, is the regular preacher. Last week there
were forty-three adults in the congregation.
For a long time I have prayed that God would
show us some way to respond to the needs of
those less fortunate than ourselves. A couple of
weeks ago I asked one of the volunteer workers
how she felt about Maricaban. She became quite
emotional and said, ‘I’ve been praying for a long
time that God would lead us to do something like
this.’ I believe that what is happening in Maricaban
is God’s answer to our prayers. Here are the
thoughts of some of those involved:

Amor
The Philippines is a country of social extremes. A
stone’s throw from Maricaban is Terminal Three of
the Manila International Airport, 300 metres away
is a plush condominium hub with five-star hotels
and casinos comparable to Las Vegas. About two
miles away is the Mall of Asia, one of the biggest
malls in the Far East. But Maricaban is a community
where poverty, criminality, alcoholism and drugs
abound. To the people who live there, the places
where most members of CREC live would be
regarded as sheer luxury.
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Emily
On Saturday I taught my regular class of 40-50
children aged 3-7 years old, and afterwards four
of us went to visit the homes of the children. We
went down the road towards the creek. The houses
we passed were very crowded, made of cement
and wood. They flood every time it rains. The road
narrowed. People were playing loud music, with no
regard for their neighbours.
We stopped at the first child’s home. The house
was tiny, perhaps 9 ft. by 7ft, the space in which
the family ate, lived and slept. It was very smelly,
being so close to the creek which was full of
garbage.
Each time we reached a child’s house, the
children would hug us. ‘Teacher! Nice to see
you Teacher!’ We saw a lot of old people: small,
thin and ill, just sitting outside their houses with
nothing to do. We also saw a little boy who hadn’t
come today because there was nobody to go with
him. He had been abandoned by his parents, and
he stays with his cousins who don’t really look after
him. He had no clothes to change into. Those he
was wearing he had worn for a full month, and
they were very smelly.
The last house we visited was that of John Rex, a
six year old, happy little boy, always energetic, lively
and attentive. His house was made of cardboard
and broken wood. It was right by the creek, and
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I was saved in1981 through the ministry of
a Baptist Church close to what is now called
Maricaban, and was involved all those years ago
in evangelistic visiting in the Maricaban area. Later
I became a member of the Church in Moonwalk
and used to bring my family and friends there. But
it involved three changes of transport, which was
expensive and tedious.
Thanks be to God, this work in Maricaban has
now started, and eleven of my close kin and one of
my childhood friends are regularly attending each
Sunday. We also look forward to inviting other

Left:‘Teacher! Nice to see you Teacher!’
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friends to the services. May the good Lord bless the
word to the hearts of my relatives and friends.

Arnel
I lead the Bible study each Wednesday evening,
with twenty or more adults. Most are
non-practising Catholics or those who would
profess no religious affiliations but simply want to
know more about the teaching of the Bible.
I praise God for the sustained interest of the
regular attenders. Their seriousness and desire to
know more of God and His word is evident. Most
arrive early, showing that they now look forward to
it, and plan ahead so they will not miss it. Glenda
for example, a mother of four, cooks and does her
work early so she can be there for God’s word.
Leah, a housewife and mother of 5, will invite
and bring her friends and loved ones. This is truly
encouraging and I thank God for it.
We are currently studying the book of John,
with particular emphasis on the purpose expressed
in John 20:31. Please pray with me that these
people will, by the grace of God, ‘believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing
they might have life in his name.’

Right: Amor Perdigon preaching
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Literature ministry — new technology

01

eReaders
From the perspective of Christian mission and the
encouragement of overseas pastors, many eReaders can allow
a user to receive digital Christian eBooks free of charge, either
via a computer, a memory card, or the digital cloud.

02
03
04

Tablet PCs
Like so many other changes in eBook use, the
move toward tablets has developed very rapidly,
and is fast overtaking eReaders in terms of sheer
growth. This is another area we are exploring at
GBM.
Mobile phones
Even where users are beyond the electrical grid,
mobile phones are still commonly in use. We are
exploring how to maximise the use of mobile phones
for discipleship and teaching materials.

The World Wide Web
GBM already uses the Internet to send documents as email attachments,
or to make them available as downloads on the GBM website. Utilising
Internet services still further is another aspect of the work that we will be
prayerfully investigating.

THE FIGURES

23

SOURCE: IDC

MILLION
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23 million — the 2011 sales for all single-purpose eReaders
worldwide. By 2012, the tide had turned with a 26% decline
in sales because of the increased use of tablets.

195 million — The worldwide sales of tablets, both Android,
Apple and Microsoft was 195 million tablet units sold in 2013.

195
MILLION
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Although Joe Slovo Park in Cape Town, South Africa is still a virtual shack settlement, new technology is a part of
everyday life even among the urban poor
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GBM News

GBM News

GBM Handbook and
Annual Report

This year we have published our Handbook and Annual
Report together in one cover. There are profiles of all the
missionaries, together with facts about the countries where
they serve and future missionary needs. The Annual Report to
our delegates meeting is also included in full. The handbook
will also tell you much more about the principles by which we
operate.
If you don’t get a copy through your church, copies are
available from GBM Mission Centre, price £2.50 including
postage and packing.

Avancez!

Summer events 2015

A day conference considering Gospel
opportunities in Francophone Europe,
organised by United Beach Mission/
Mission Vacances.
Do you have a heart for God’s
work in French-speaking Europe?
Do you want to learn more about
the opportunities there are to serve
him there? Then this is the day for
you. Come join us for a day of talks,
seminars, reports, and fellowship.
There will also be details about
mission opportunities in France and
Belgium.

We will be running a GBM Summer Holiday event at
Hothorpe Hall from Monday 3 August to Friday 7 August,
this time in the new ‘Woodlands’ facility. Full publicity will
be sent to the churches by January. Our Root Hill Youth
Camp runs as usual in the last week of August, from
Saturday 22 to Saturday 29 August.

Hillfields Evangelical Church
Waterloo Street
Coventry, CV1 5JS
21 February 2015 10am to 4pm
Tea/coffee from 9:30am
Lunch provided. FREE
Speakers: Kevin Matthews and
Raphaël Charrier
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Envision Teams
We are planning two summer Envision Teams for next year.
LATVIA - Thurs 27 August to Saturday 6 September 2015.
Reaching out to students and internationals.
SOUTH AFRICA - four weeks, July 2015. Serve at Morning
Star Children’s Centre for children with HIV. Practical DIY
and serving alongside staff in caring for the children.
Contact GBM Mission Centre for application form.

JOHN FIELD
As we go to press, we are saddened to report the sudden
death of John Field, who served for over twenty years in
India. We will carry a full tribute in our March edition.
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Graham
and Sally
Jones
Graham and Sally have
returned temporarily to the
UK from Kenya because of
Sally’s health needs. Sally is
being treated for a kidney
condition which means
that they will be here until
May on next year. Do pray
that the treatment will be
successful. Graham and
Sally continue to ask us to
pray for new missionaries
to join them in serving the
churches of Western Kenya
and training and discipling
young pastors.

DIARY
DATES
2015

Arrivés en France
Both James Hammond and Hannah
Prior successfully moved to France in
September.
James has settled in Bordeaux,
where he is working with a local Baptist
Church, as well as helping Alan and
Pat Davey of UFM who are running a
bilingual international church in the
centre of the city. He is also getting
involved with the work of the GBU
(Groupe Biblique Universitaire) as they
reach out to university students.
God has provided Hannah Prior with
a flat in Le Pré St Gervais on the north
east edge of Paris. She has started her
two-year Envision Apprenticeship, and is
leading Bible studies with a number of
women, as well as working in a Christian
fair trade shop.

Saturday 28 February. Wiltshire GBM Mission Day
with Graham and Sally Jones, Kester Putman and Jim Sayers
Friday 27 - Sunday 29 March. Saved2Serve.
A conference for 15 to 25 years +. Speaker: David Hircock. www.saved2serve.org.uk
Saturday 18 April. Cambridgeshire Mission Day.
Eden Baptist Church, Cambridge.
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Friends Meeting House, London

Annual Mission Day – October 25 2014

1

2

About 800 people joined us for the big day,
coming together as churches to make the big
decisions about the work, and then spending the
rest of the day hearing from the missionaries. The
delegates meeting approved the final decisions
to set up GBM as a Charitable Incorporated
Organisation (CIO), which happens at the end of
the year.
Friends House in Euston had just been
refurbished, and not all technical equipment was
wired in, so many thanks to Richard Graves and our
technical staff for rigging up a system that worked
well on the day. There were excellent presentations
from missionaries serving in very different parts
of the world. In the final session Sukesh Pabari
preached through tears from 1 Cor. 2:2. The
offering taken in the final meeting was £16,640
Next year our Annual Mission Day is on
Saturday 24 October at the Renewal Centre in
Solihull.

7
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3

4

5

6
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1: Main speakers on platform
2: Hannah Prior addressing
the meeting
3&4: Fine weather and
fellowship in the quadrangle
5: The music group led by
Chris Hawthorne
6: Maciek and Mary Stolarski
who retire from the GBM
literature ministry before the
end of this year
7: The newly refurbished
meeting room ‘The Light’

SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2014
Annual Mission Day
October 25 2014
Above and below: Crowds fill the
newly refurbished main hall
Right: Graham and Sally Jones make
their plea, ‘Come over to Bondo and
help us!’

THE NEWSHEET OF GBM’S RADIO MINISTRY

Speaking in tongues unknown!

Far Right: Rob Eldred from our
mission partners, SIM

Ian Flanders
Jékonias Somé is a student pasteur in the village of
Sekouera in the south west of Burkina Faso; a poor
rural area deprived of most of the modern comforts
that we take for granted. He does not speak a
European language. His mother tongue is Lobiri and
he possesses an incomplete version of the Bible, as
translation into Lobiri remains ongoing. Through
the Bible school he attends, he received a copy of a
booklet printed in Lobiri and he wrote:
‘The booklet entitled “Peace” approached the
subject in a very helpful way and has revolutionised my
spiritual life as I can now forgive more easily and I seek
to be a peacemaker in the image of Christ in a society
where peace is a preoccupation...’
Aquilas Dibloni is another Lobiri student pasteur,
in the village of Sorgbora. He and his wife read
the booklet on Marriage, expressing gratitude and
appreciation for its teaching. Aquilas explained that his
wife read very attentively and quotes her as saying:
‘It’s really good to have these documents in our
mother language alongside our New Testament. We
can read the word of God but these booklets help us

to understand it in more detail. Wouldn’t it be great
if we could translate more of this literature that the
white men send to us from so far away!’
Philippe Kambou is a pastor and teaches in the Lobiri
language Bible school in Bouram Bouram in SW Burkina
Faso. For the last few years, with our permission, he
has overseen the translation of five titles of our Espérance
Aujourd’hui follow-up booklets into the Lobiri language.

Above: Some students outside the college in Bouram Bouram, Burkina Faso
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