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Chairman’s notes

‘What does a missionary look like?’
That was one of the questions that was

who serve. Some may think that there is

asked at our recent Annual Mission Day in

a danger that this could have the effect

London. and it struck me as we heard from

of putting some people off offering

various missionaries, old and new, that it

themselves for missionary service. Far from

is just not possible to paint a stereotypical

it! We were reminded that like Paul we are

picture of what a missionary looks like.

to be willing to ‘endure everything for the

It was interesting to reflect that

sake of the elect, that they also may obtain

amongst the missionaries that spoke, we

the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with

had those who had previously served as

eternal glory.’ (2 Tim. 2:10)

pastors and teachers, not so surprising

The needs are still immense, the

maybe, but we also heard from a former

opportunities are wide ranging, the gospel

gardener, a qualified dam engineer, an IT

is the only answer, the time is short.....

project manager, a student drop-out, and

and God is able to use the most unlikely

a solicitor, to mention just a few. Also,

and surprising men and women to be

the range and variety of temperament

the means of advancing his kingdom.

and personality apparent among them is

The journey will undoubtedly be difficult

remarkable. There are qualities displayed

but the reward is great and the promise

such as a pioneering spirit, organisational

of Jesus remains the same: ‘Behold, I am

ability, a willingness to take risks, solidity,

with you always, to the end of the age.’

perseverance, flexibility, deep thinkers,

There is no greater endeavour to give

great communication skills, warmth,

ourselves to than serving the Lord in the

passion and plenty besides. But not all of

work of mission – whether that be here

them have all those qualities!! There are

in the UK or overseas; whether it be as

lots of other personality traits that could

a sending or supporting Church or as a

be added to the list, especially when we

‘sent’ missionary. We are all either one or

think of those serving who were not able

the other.

to be present.
What they all do have is a love for God,

responsibility that God has given to you to
make Jesus Christ known? Don’t minimise

to see sinners saved, Christians growing

the gifts, experiences and qualities that

and churches developing and fulfilling their

God has given you. They are essential for

God-appointed roles. They, and all of us

the health and growth of the Church in

present, were powerfully reminded from

which you serve or should be serving!

the close of the day, that serving God in
the great task of proclaiming the gospel

(2 TIM. 2:10)

How committed are you in fulfilling the

a desire to live for him and a deep concern

the message that Luke Jenner brought at

…‘endure
everything for
the sake of
the elect, that
they also may
obtain the
salvation that
is in Christ
Jesus with
eternal glory.’

Graham Field
GBM Council Chairman

will bring hardship and suffering to those
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Colombia

Jim Sayers reports on another referendum with
significant consequences

– an uncertain peace
On Monday 26 September the President of
Colombia, Juan Manuel Santos, signed a historic
peace agreement in Cartegena with the head of
the left-wing FARC guerrilla movement, known
as Timochenko, in the presence of UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon. Timochenko received a
standing ovation when he declared, ‘I would like
to ask for forgiveness for all the pain that we have
caused during this war.’
After fifty-two years of conflict, in which nearly
a quarter of a million people died and 8 million
were displaced, this was hailed as a landmark
in Colombian history. Yet a week later, in a
referendum held on 2 October, the electorate
rejected the deal, by a margin of only 54,000 votes
in a turnout of 13 million (a low turnout of only
38%). Despite the result of the referendum, on 7
October President Santos received the Nobel peace
prize for signing the peace deal. The rejection of
the peace deal has caused dismay for many, and
has divided opinion among Christians. Why was it
that so many evangelical Christians came to oppose
the referendum?
The terms of the deal
At the heart of the peace deal was the issue of
land, as the Marxist uprising began as a dispute
over unequal land distribution. Millions, mostly
poor farmers, have been driven from their land
into the cities, and an ambitious process of land
restoration has been agreed. The FARC rebels
GBM DECEMBER 2016 – FEBRUARY 2017

agreed to hand in their weapons in return for a
place in the political system. The sticking point
for many who voted against the agreement was
the process of ‘transitional justice’ that is part of
the deal. Some evangelicals have stated that they
do not want those who have committed crimes
against humanity to be allowed to participate in
the political process.
However, other issues came to be folded
into the referendum debate. The peace process
included a ‘gender sub-commission’, partly
because so much of the violence was directed
against women, but it also set out to ensure
that LGBT groups would also have their rights
respected, something that received strong
international backing from the UN. Earlier in
the year, the Colombian government had issued
a new manual for teachers in state schools,
aimed at preventing bullying of LGBT pupils, but
which also included statements such as ‘girls are
not born girls and boys are not born boys.’ This
understandably caused widespread disquiet among
Christians. Also, in March a large petition had
gathered over two million signatures, particularly
among Christians, opposing the introduction of
gay adoption and calling for a referendum on the
issue. So with these concerns already present as
hot issues for many Christians, the peace deal
came to be presented as promoting a ‘confused
gender ideology’ by those who campaigned for a
‘No’ vote among both Evangelicals and Catholics.
[5]

Colombia

RECOGNITION of our vulnerability and
limitations; we need to depend on God and we
need one other, in all our diversity.
RECONCILIATION and the contribution of
the church to rebuilding the social fabric of
the country must be permanent issues on the
institutional agenda. This is not a temporary
situation.

Evangelical responses
GBM missionary Theo Donner teaches at the
Biblical Seminary (FUSBC) in Medellin. The
President of the Biblical Seminary, Elizabeth
Sendek, issued a statement the day after the
referendum, reflecting on the ‘No’ vote. She
describes how the Seminary was born in a time
of persecution, and has had among its students
both ‘those who have experienced the horrors
of war’ and those who ‘were also at one time
murderers and, through the redeeming and
transforming grace of God, today serve in his
name.’ Her statement ends:
‘As an institution called to train people
committed to serve God, the church, and
society, it’s imperative that we reflect on the
agenda that this historical moment in Colombia
presents us. The following are some preliminary
points:

STRENGTHENING the role of contextualization
as a core competency across our curriculum.
Insisting on the formation of upright character,
on the development of a Christian worldview, on
the practice of healthy hermeneutics, and on living
a piety that takes into account the importance
not only of service in the church but of service as
citizens.
EXPLORATION of how to contribute to equipping
the church for participation in public life with
honesty and without naïveté. What do we propose
for a country that does not know where it’s going
but that desperately needs to learn how to live
together?
Let us raise our prayers for Colombia, for the
church, and for FUSBC. In these difficult days, may
God allow us to walk in wisdom, humility, justice,
and mercy.’

Thankfully, on all sides there is no appetite for a
return to conflict. Talk is now of a renegotiation,
and some variation of the deal. As evangelicals
are now such a significant presence in society,
their voice is attracting more attention. Nearly a

Signing the FARC peace deal in Cartegena - Photo:- Gobierno de Chile
[6]
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thousand evangelical leaders gathered in Bogota
a few days after the referendum result, to agree
together an eight-point petition to present to the
government, covering the following issues:
1 To understand the family in terms of the union

of one man and one woman.
2 To recognise the many Colombians who were
killed in the conflict for being Christians.
3 To respect the right of parents to educate their
children according to their principles and values.
4 To recognise that the peace agreement puts
pressure on freedom of religion, and that churches
should be free to express themselves, particularly in
the area of sexuality.
5 That the transitional justice process goes too
far for some Christians, while other Christians
believe it needs to be treated with the approach of
Christian forgiveness.
6 That the right of private property is respected.
7 That phrases like ‘diverse gender identity/
orientation’ be removed from the agreement, while
agreeing that women should be treated with more
respect.
8 That political participation should be on
equal terms, as some churches do not agree that
the guerrillas should be entitled to immediate
participation in politics.

Behind this particular political crisis is a deeper
spiritual change in Colombia society, as Theo Donner
explains: ‘Evangelical Christians in Colombia struggle
with an awkward dilemma: they strongly reject the
hold which the Catholic church has traditionally
held over Colombian society and government and
were strongly in favour of the new constitution of
1991 which did away with the privileged position
of the Catholic church in Colombia, as well as
putting an end to the Concordat the Colombian
government had agreed with the Vatican more than
a hundred years earlier. But those same Christians
are now struggling with the implications of living
in a modern pluralist society, where all the moral
readjustments that have been accepted in Western
Europe and North America have to be accepted
here as well. The recent Referendum (like the
constituent assembly in 1991) has, once again put
evangelical Christians on the political map. As in
many other countries, there is no lack of parties
and political movements that would seek to exploit
the Christians’ concern for ‘family values.’ Through
its students and graduates, the Seminary seeks to
help the churches to reflect on the foundations and
outworking of a biblical worldview.’
Please pray for evangelical Christians as they make
their voice heard in Colombian society. They have
growing influence, but this needs to be used in a
way that will glorify God, and bring about lasting
change in society. Pray that many will move from
a pietistic retreat from society to engage it with
the gospel in every area of life. Pray most of
all that Christian integrity will shine in bringing
about a righteous and satisfactory outcome to the
Colombian peace process.

Pray that Christian integrity will shine in
bringing about a righteous and satisfactory
outcome to the Colombian peace process
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James Hammond

#PRAY FOR
At our Annual Mission Day in October, James Hammond spoke about
the impact of the terrorist attacks on life in France. Here is a summary
of his comments to help you pray for France at this time
How have the recent terror attacks affected life in
France? Perhaps we can look at it in two ways, in
terms of French identity and Islamic identity.

French identity
Why should we try to understand the effects
of the attacks in terms of French identity? In
the first attack on the Charlie Hebdo offices, as
the terrorists ran away they shouted, ‘On a tué
Charlie’ (‘we killed Charlie’). Yet what they had
done meant so much more to the French than
just shooting up a newspaper office. For them,
Charlie Hebdo stood for freedom of expression. So
they didn’t see this just as an attack on a building
but an attack on their values, their identity – the
very things that make them French. The Bataclan
theatre attack in November last year was seen in
the same way.
People began to ask, ‘Why France?’ On the
New York Times website, someone posted this
comment, trying to explain why France was
targeted:
France embodies everything religious zealots
everywhere hate: enjoyment of life here on earth
in a myriad little ways: a fragrant cup of coffee
and buttery croissant in the morning, beautiful
women in short dresses smiling freely on the street,
the smell of warm bread, a bottle of wine shared
with friends, a dab of perfume, children playing in
the Luxembourg Gardens, the right not to believe
in any god, not to worry about calories, to flirt
[8]

and smoke and enjoy sex outside of marriage, to
take vacations, to read any book you want, to
go to school for free, to play, to laugh, to argue,
to make fun of prelates and politicians alike, to
leave worrying about the afterlife to the dead. No
country does life on earth better than the French.1
This comment is important because it was
celebrated in France. It was translated and
republished in French journals. So how does this
affect France? Well, in a sense France’s response is
to work hard to keep the French identity, keeping
France as France. So that’s one way the attacks
have affected the French. They have reminded
them of who they are and what they want to
preserve.

Islamic Identity
In terms of Islamic identity, we have one form of
Islam called ISIS, and it’s clear they are a religion of
violence. On the other hand, in France Muslims go
on the street and say ‘No, no, no, that’s not what
I believe, that’s not the real Islam.’ So it’s raised
this issue: which is the real Islam? Is it a religion of
peace or is it a religion of violence? Where do you
look? Do you go to the Koran? Do you go to the
Hadiths? If you read the life of Muhammed, in his
earlier life when he was in Mecca, it’s different to
his later life in Medina when he became militarised.
1 Comment posted on New York Times website by ‘Blackpoodles’, Santa Barbara, November 14, 2015
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FRANCE

GBM DECEMBER 2016 – FEBRUARY 2017

So how do you find out which is the real Islam?
So for French Muslims it’s become a quest, to ask:
what is their religion? What is the truth? And for
the French to ask: is this religion dangerous? Can
it co-exist with other religions in France and within
the French Republic?

Gospel Opportunities
Have you seen the logo ‘Pray for Paris’? That
exists in French as well: ‘Priez pour Paris’. Isn’t
it interesting that one of the most secular and
atheistic countries in the world has a slogan
floating around in their social media saying ‘Pray
for Paris’? I think this is what it reveals: that
atheism and secularism is absolutely bankrupt
in dealing with suffering and tragedy. It doesn’t
offer you anything to cope with it. At best it can
say to your loved ones that you lost, that they are
not suffering anymore because they don’t exist.
But that’s hardly reassuring. They can say, ‘Well
we’re going to get together; we’re going to find
a good solution to this and lead society in a good
direction.’ But don’t you need God to define what
is good? The more pluralistic the West becomes,
and especially France, how on earth can you define
what is good? On the other hand the gospel has
lots it can say to suffering and tragedy – just look
at the cross, the resurrection, the new heavens and
the new earth. We see a broken world now, but in
the gospel we are promised a renewed one.
‘Pray for Paris’ shows us another thing that the
gospel could address. Our atheistic, secular country
is saying ‘Pray for Paris’, but what do they mean
[10]

by that? God fits into certain parts of their life:
when times are going bad, I call on God and he
meets my needs. But that’s obviously not what we
believe. We believe in the Lordship of Christ who
rules over every aspect of our life. Now if we’ve
learnt anything from history, we’re not very good at
ruling our life. We don’t just need God on the side
for this little bit of life. We need God ruling over
everything in our life because we don’t get it right.
So, relating this to what I do in Bordeaux with GBU,
the student work, we’ve hosted debates between
Christians and Muslims to address these issues.
Also, in our Bible studies we’ve studied the problem
of suffering, how to cope with it, and how to make
sense of tragedy. We’ve also expressed this deep
conviction that we have, that one day there will be
ultimate justice for those who commit crimes like
we’ve seen in Paris.

Pray for France
Within many discourses, immigration and terrorism
go together. So pray for politicians that they
won’t neglect people who do need refugee status
and help, that the politicians would be wise and
not too nationalistic. Pray for church to take this
opportunity, because the best place to bring
together people from different cultures, languages
and colours of skin is in Christ. Nothing unites
people better than the gospel. So pray for the
churches that we would proclaim this message
boldly. What our societies can’t do in terms of
uniting people, the gospel does brilliantly.
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New books

The Gospel in African Soil
Ian Flanders
A new book from GBM
Price £2

[14]

Whenever we take the Christian
faith into a new context, we
need to understand the cultural
and religious influences on the
hearts and minds of those we
reach. Europe and Africa have
been brought closer by the ease
of international travel and yet in
many ways remain worlds apart.
The Gospel in African Soil gives
an overview of African Traditional
Religion and seeks to understand
the various ways in which
Christian mission has interacted
with this belief system over the
past two centuries. It evaluates
some contemporary Christian
movements, particularly the
Prosperity Gospel, and how they
may be influenced by traditional
African culture. It also reflects on
some potential ways to better
communicate the gospel into this
context.

Ian Flanders wrote this as
a response to the radio
programmes that he makes
through GBM Radio.
Broadcasting to the Frenchspeaking world, a common
response among those he
reaches is ‘Why aren’t I being
blessed?’ God’s blessing is seen
as being particularly in material
terms, with the focus on health,
money and children. Relating
such a response to the greater
themes of the gospel, Ian also
poses us in the West with the
challenge of depending on God
in every aspect of everyday life.
Copies available from GBM
Mission Centre, or ask in your
local Christian bookshop.
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World mission begins
in your Church

SEND
A new DVD resource for
churches from GBM
Price £2

The biblical pattern for world
mission always begins with local
churches sending out their best
to reach the nations for Christ.
As the gospel spreads out into
the world, it also ripples back to
change and shape the churches
that send or support the work of
mission.
This three-part DVD course
explores the following:
1. From Jerusalem to the world...
and back. How the gospel went
from Jerusalem to the nations,
but also came back to shape the
life of the Church in Jerusalem.
2. Sending into mission. What
is it like to be convicted about
serving in mission, and to be sent
by your local church?
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3. World mission and your
Church. Not every church has
someone to send into mission,
but every church can be involved
in supporting those who go.
Includes interviews with
Graham and Sally Jones, Ian and
Hélène Flanders, Ken Walters,
Alan Harvey and Peter Shirtcliffe,
and also features the work
of Sarah Clay, and Jason and
Andrea Murfitt.
Presenter: Jim Sayers
Total running time: 31 minutes
A short Bible study guide is
also included for small group
discussion
Copies available from GBM
Mission Centre

[15]

Legionowo

Legionowo
Steps forward in

Legionowo is a dormitory town north of
Warsaw in Poland, where Andrzej and Monika
Kempczyński have been planting a church
since 2009. Here we have included two different
perspectives on their work. First, Andrzej reports
on his work from the inside, and then Stan
Ozgowicz from Halifax reports on the first GBM
Envision Team to Legionowo
The insider’s perspective: Andrzej reports on
a year’s work in Legionowo
When we think about the last year there are two
things we can say about it: it was very busy, though
some of this was more about home and family. In
November 2015 we changed flats. Our new flat
is bigger, with three bedrooms. It is in the same
estate, only 100m from our previous block of flats,
which means that our kids go to the same school
and have the same friends from the playground.
Our new flat required some refurbishing, and my
Dad offered his help. Because we were living in the
flat we could only refurbish one room at a time.
We have had enough of upheaval and decorating!
Another thing that made us busy was that we
found out that our younger son, Mateusz, has
serious eyes problems. After the initial shock and
adjusting to the news, we were concerned because
he had started school and we were warned that he
may have difficulties with learning. Mateusz had
[16]

to start wearing glasses and also had to attend a
place for eye exercises three times a week for the
whole school year. The good news is that his sight
has improved a lot. He is using both eyes, his focus
is 100%, and the images merge in his brain. And
he does not have problems at school! He is a clever
boy and we think he will manage well there.
Because of that, the church plant work was a
little quieter than in previous years, but still it was
busy. New people showed up, mostly Ukrainians
and, later, Belarussians. That means we were
learning about these new cultures and also about
the Orthodox Church and the state of evangelical
Christianity in these countries.
We started a home group in Warsaw. Some
of our people live in Warsaw, so it was easier for
them to meet there. Initially there were four people
and I was leading it. We started doing Christianity
Explored. Then another person joined the group
– a man in his early sixties, who has attended a
Methodist church, but with no understanding of
GBM DECEMBER 2016 – FEBRUARY 2017

Above: The Poland Envision team
singing in open-air outreach
Left and bottom left: Stan
Ozgowicz chatting to people at the
book table
Below, right: Holiday Bible Club
in full flow

GBM DECEMBER 2016 – FEBRUARY 2017

[17]

the gospel. The course finished and he expressed
an interest in continuing to come to the home
group. He also wants the group to meet in his
flat so that his wife (who is a Roman Catholic
theologian!) can be there.
Recently, another Belarussian student, not yet
a believer, started attending our services and the
home group. The reason for her coming is not God
alone, because she also wants to learn Polish and
be among Polish people. She has been in Poland
for a year and half, studying here, and for the first
time she can speak Polish when she is with us.
We hope and pray that the Lord would use these
opportunities to save her.
Last year I started meeting with one of the men
from the church. We were studying systematic
theology. But at some point I came to the
conclusion that it would be a good thing to do
systematic theology lectures on a regular basis
for all who might be interested. So we started
the ‘School of Systematic Theology’. The idea is
to meet once a month, on a Saturday morning,
and have three or four lectures. We started with
four people. Last time another person came, and
afterwards they said that they would like to know
about the next meeting. The church members also
appreciate it because they admit that they do not
have time to study by themselves.
Our group is still comparatively small. There
are usually five or six adults regularly attending
Sunday services. There are also four kids for whom
Monika is providing Sunday School every other
week. So sometimes it is difficult when all the time
you see the same faces, when you do not see any
breakthrough in evangelism. There has not been
a great, strong wind that ‘tore the mountains
and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord’, or
an earthquake, or a fire (1 Kings 19:11-12 ESV).
I do not see the Lord moving in a great way in
Legionowo as we would love to see. But I am not
discouraged by that. Why? Because I can hear the
sound of a ‘low whisper’ (1 Kings 19:12 ESV). I
can hear how the Lord is working small things in
different ways in different places and this work is
connected with us in Legionowo. That is a great
encouragement to me personally.
Andrzej Kempczyński
[18]

The outsider’s perspective:
Stan Ozgowicz reports on a week’s Envision
Team in Legionowo
Andrzej and Monika Kempczynski wanted to
organise a Holiday Bible Club in Legionowo in
the last week of July, and so the Poland Envision
team came together to help them make it happen.
The team was Martin and Karen Scrase from
Gravesend, Will and Beth Windess from Frome
and Victoria Taylor from Parbold. Also on the team
were Nicola Edkins from Southport and myself from
Halifax as leaders.
The Holiday Bible Club was attended by about
seventeen young people aged between seven and
fifteen. The theme was ‘Treasure Island’. Both
the church building and the team members were
decked out in a nautical theme – we even had a
working miniature lighthouse!
The team took part in the church’s Sunday
service (having arrived on the Saturday). Nicola
shared about her work in the UK and Stan
preached the sermon. The Bible club started on
the Monday morning with the children ‘coming
aboard’ and setting sail for ‘Treasure Island.’
From Tuesday to Friday the first part of the Bible
club involved following the progress of the Treasure
Island ship as it was attacked by pirates, capsized
by a hurricane, the crew marooned and finally
rescued and brought safely home to the island.
This, of course, was an allegory of the gospel
and after the team presented each day’s story,
Andrzej explained a relevant part of Scripture to the
children. There was a daily memory verse and there
were lots of songs with actions.
For the second part of the morning the children
were split into two groups. One did crafts with
Victoria, Karen, Beth and Nicola. These again had
a nautical theme and some beautiful items were
made including flags and treasure boxes. The older
GBM DECEMBER 2016 – FEBRUARY 2017

Above: Learning football skills was a good way to make friends
Below: The Treasure Island team

group had football training each day with Will
(with temperatures above 30 degrees!), assisted
by Martin and Stan. They take their football pretty
seriously and there were some talented players
among them.
Polish children generally have good, basic
English and are keen to take part. Numbers held
up well over the week, and on the Friday evening
there was a prizegiving and pizza party to which
parents were also invited. Everyone involved had a
lot of fun.
On the Monday and Tuesday afternoons we
did some open air evangelism in the town centre.
People gather here in the summer to chat and get
water from a fountain. The team sang worship
songs led by Monika. Andrzej and Stan preached
some short gospel messages. Martin and Beth
gave their testimonies and there was a book table
loaded with free literature, which was taken by
quite a few people. We had a few conversations
and lots of people listened to what was going on.
Some team members were fairly new to open air
work and found that it wasn’t as intimidating as
they thought.
Poland is hard ground to evangelise. Roman
Catholicism is still the religion of default for Poles
and anything else is often viewed with mistrust.
GBM DECEMBER 2016 – FEBRUARY 2017

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are active in Legionowo
and across Poland. Evangelical Christians are
commonly confused with JWs. Leaving the Catholic
Church isn’t easy, and yet God is at work. When
new or immature Christians have come and joined
the group in Legionowo, often they have moved
on to join larger churches in Warsaw. Pray that they
will continue to see gospel fruit, and that believers
will commit with them to building Christ’s church in
Legionowo.
Stan Ozgowicz
[19]

UK church news
As well as featuring the work of mission across the world, we realise that

Britain is a mission field. So we include a column here to give news on the
outreach of UK churches and new church-planting projects in the UK

[24]
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UK church news

We couldn’t run a Holiday Bible Club, could we?
It wasn’t quite the answer to our prayers for children’s
workers at Somersham Baptist Church, Suffolk, but it
was an answer: a willing team from Chertsey Street
Baptist Church, Guildford, to run a short, threemorning holiday Bible club with all the support we
needed. All that they required was accommodation.
And there were sixteen of them!
With the village hall booked, the football club
showers reserved, and 400 flyers stuffed into primary
school children’s bags by two very cooperative local
schools, we waited for the hordes of children to preregister. It was slow. In the end twenty-one registered
and of them three were too ill to attend.
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But what an impact fifteen teenagers plus leaders
can have. Comments in the pub and village shop
revealed that all were impressed by their behaviour and
happy nature. Parents who were suspicious at first,
warmed and finally enjoyed the Friday family night. The
Lord had certainly matched the team with the children
and parents perfectly. The ‘Little Church Day Out’, our
Sunday open air, collected a different audience, but the
songs, testimony and message had a telling affect.
The result of that week’s effort? Two more children
at Wednesday Club, a parent attending Church every
Sunday since August, an increase in trust from parents
at the school and a Sunday family tea.
Our overall assessment? The fine quality publicity
brought one family of three; the rest were known to
us through Wednesday Club, our Coffee mornings and
friendships. What happened was a perfect example
of a larger Church doing for us what we could not do
alone, building upon our existing bridges between the
Church and the community. The event was not without
its challenges: unexpected visitors to the hall after we
had shut up for the day; multiple country road closures;
making the chapel safe for the team to sleep in so as
to satisfy our insurers; and coping with the demands of
two safeguarding policies.
Chertsey Street are a model of what a large church
should be for her smaller sisters. In the 2008 booklet
‘Why join a small church?’ author John Benton writes,
‘If Christians do not take up the challenge to join small
churches and get involved with these works soon, then
within a generation the vast majority of them will be
gone….If small churches close, our land will be even
more spiritually impoverished than it already is. The
next ten or twenty years will be the make or break.’
Oh, yes one final thing: Lord, we still need those
fresh workers!
Mark Newcombe
[25]

GBM Summer Events 2017

GBM organises summer holiday events to connect with our supporters
and promote the work of mission. These are always times of great
fellowship, that make us appreciate the local churches that are the
heart of our work, and at Root Hill we have a real sense of the potential
of the next generation and their hunger for the Word

Athelington
Summer Holiday
Every two years we run a
summer holiday at Athelington
Hall farm in Suffolk. This year
the numbers were up, with 130
people either booked into timber
lodges or camping. We love the
ambiance of Suffolk at harvest
time, with the vast starry skies
at night. Ministry every morning
came from Mick Lockwood from
Haworth, preaching through
key passages in Ephesians on
the theme of ‘intimacy with
Christ’. Many were moved by his
passionate exploration of being
united to Christ and the joys of
growing in fellowship with God
through the spiritual union we
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have in Christ. Joining us for the
week were N and U, who
reported on their work in
Bradford, and Jason and Andie
Murfitt from Brazil. Ian Flanders
came to speak on his radio
ministry to West Africa, and lead
a memorable seminar on African
Traditional Religion. John T
Sparrow also gave a presentation
on the work of Christian
Compassion Ministries, and
brought his Manila ‘slum-house’
to set up in the marquee. There
were late night interviews with
the Murfitts, the Lockwoods, and
Julia Jones ran craft sessions
every day
that were very popular, while
Daryl umpired numerous games
tournaments out on the field.
Jim Sayers gave a five-part

serial story of the life of Hudson
Taylor in the evening meetings,
and there was a daily morning
programme for the children.
Athelington continues to
provide the right mix of holiday,
ministry and mission, and we
look forward to returning, God
willing, in the summer of 2018.
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Charney Manor
July 2017

Root Hill
youth camp
The end of August brings a
trail of young adults to Dorking
station, on their way to another
week of ministry and fellowship
at Root Hill farm, below the
slopes of Box Hill and the North
Downs. The week is packed
with good Bible teaching, and
this year we welcomed for the
first time Jonathan Worsley,
Simon Hutton, Stephen Lloyd
and Jason Murfitt as evening
preachers. In the main morning
sessions David Skull was the
main speaker, looking at the
Ten Commandments for today’s
Christians and how they apply to

us as New Covenant believers.
Taking us through the demands
of the Ten Commandments, he
also showed us how they are
fulfilled and amplified in Christ,
and still need to shape our
discipleship.
Next year’s Root Hill youth
camp runs from 19-26 August,
and our main speaker is Ian Parry,
new director of EMF.

Next year we are launching a
new summer event, based at
Charney Manor, a beautiful
country house in a character
setting near Wantage in
Oxfordshire. This is a fully
catered event, with en suite
accommodation. The week
runs from Monday 24 to Friday
28 July 2017. Our speaker for
the week will be Derek French,
and there will be missionaries
taking part. There will be a visit
to Abingdon and a tour of GBM
Mission Centre, and day trips
out to Oxford or the Cotswolds.
Full details will be on our
website and in the booking form
available from Mission Centre.

All talks from both Athelington
and Root Hill can be downloaded
from the GBM website:
www.gbm.org.uk/summerevents
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Obituary

Roger Cook 1941-2016

Born in Feltham, Middlesex,
Roger first encountered the
gospel through Sunday School
as a child, having grown up in a
non-Christian home. Converted
in his late teens, he met Helen at
Zoar Chapel Hounslow. In 1963
Roger had a serious motorbike
accident, which made him
and Helen question the whole
direction of their lives. As they
asked God, ‘What does this
mean?’ the answer was very
clear: ‘I want your lives full-time!’
and so Roger left work to begin
Bible College training.
Roger and Helen moved to
Brussels in 1965, having become
aware of an opening with a
Christian publishing house.
[28]

GBM supporters asked them
‘Why aren’t you going to India?’
as India seemed to be the only
mission destination in those
days. ‘Because God wants us in
Europe!’ they replied.
The church they belonged
in Brussels wanted to plant a
new church in Mons, so in 1967
they joined GBM as our first
missionaries to serve in Europe,
and committed to learning
French properly and completing
Bible training. In 1969 they
moved to Mons with their young
family.
Through the whole of the
1970s they devoted themselves
to planting a church in Mons,
living in an apartment right in

the middle of town. Several
students and an interesting
collection of people of all ages
climbed the winding staircase
to their apartment for Bible
study, or came to a lecture in
the local cultural centre. Others
would be contacted through
a market stall. It was a long,
slow work, helped in 1978 by
moving out into a shop as a
meeting place. However, they
had to return to the UK in
1981 for health reasons. Roger
commented on Belgium and
its spiritual obstacles: ‘That
country needs workers who are
strong and determined to break
through these barriers in order
to establish churches with Spirittransformed Belgians who will be
capable of reaching out to their
own people.’
Roger had experimented with
a weekly radio programme in
Mons near the end of their time
there, and so when they settled
in Abingdon, Roger began
work as a GBM radio producer,
making programmes for the
French-speaking world for the
first time. His programme, Vivre
la Vérité (Live the Truth), was
aired by FEBA, TWR and HCJB,
together with a growing network
of other stations across Africa.
Bringing clear Bible teaching
to those with less education,
these programmes became a
huge resource for pastors and
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Christians in a more oral culture
with lower levels of literacy.
Helen joined him in the work as
PA, and a team in Valentigney
helped them with follow-up
correspondence. Roger also
became well known among
UK churches that he visited on
Sunday deputation. Within
GBM Mission Centre, Roger was
known for his fastidious tidiness
and attention to detail, sticking
to the job until everything was
done, as well as his impish sense
of humour and his perceptive
comments about many mission
issues.
In his final years before
retirement Roger devoted
himself to training Africans in
radio production, travelling
to numerous remote areas
in French-speaking Africa to
help local Christians set up a
radio station or make better
programmes. This continued
beyond his retirement in 2006.
Every few months Roger would
travel to Paris, link up with his
friend Charles Guillot and they
would fly off together with
a suitcase full of electronics
to some remote airport, then
travel for miles, often finding on
arrival that things were not as
they had planned. Precarious
transmitters, unreliable power
supplies and African timescales
became his regular experience,
but through these challenges he
smiled, carried on, and saw God
answer prayers as equipment
sprang to life, the word went
out, and Africans blessed him
with their joy. These journeys are
detailed in his book Astonished
by God’s grace. He was also able
to oversee the translation into

Top: The Cooks and the twins in Brussels
Middle: Recording with Clifford Pond in the 1980s
Above: Roger with daughter Steph at GBM Annual Mission Day 2015

French of a book entitled Radio
Production written by a Christian
BBC trainer. This was significant
as nothing of this kind existed in
French.
Roger suffered a heart
attack in February of this year,
and his health declined over
the subsequent months. His
final weeks were blessed
with the knowledge that his
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granddaughter, who has Rett
syndrome, had come to faith
in Christ. Roger died on 9th
August, surrounded by his
family. The thanksgiving service
on 24 August was packed with
family and friends, and his coffin
was draped with a batik map
of Africa. Pray for Helen and all
the family in their great loss.
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Annual Mission Day 2016

Over 600 people crowded the
corridors of Friends House for
our Annual Mission Day on 29
October. Mission presentations
spread through the day and
rooms were crowded with those
who came to listen, leading
up to the main presentation at
3pm. The theme of the day was
‘Here am I – send me’, focussing
on the role of the local church
in sending out their best into
mission. In the final session we
introduced Keith Charlton, who

is a new missionary working
with OneHundredFold to get
good gospel audio content out
across the world onto mobile
phones. Ian Flanders explained
the ideas behind his new book
‘The gospel in African soil’, and
James Hammond gave a moving
interview about the current
situation in France (see page 8).
Finally, Luke Jenner preached one
of the most moving addresses
in many years on 2 Tim. 2:8
‘Remember Christ Jesus, raised
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from the dead, descended from
David. This is my gospel for
which I am suffering.’ (You can
download the recording from
our website.) The offering on
the day, together with gift aid,
totalled £13,820.95. Thanks to
all who helped make the day
possible. Next year’s Annual
Mission Day is again at Friends
House, on Saturday 28 October,
when Matt Gamston will be the
preacher.
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Annual Mission Day 2016
Our Annual Mission
Day on 29 October
was, as always, a great
day of encouragement
in mission. See page
30-31 for more details.

