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GBM exists to help churches support their
missionaries worldwide, in ministries of
evangelism, church planting, training,
compassion, radio and literature.

Where do we go from here?
2017 was a strange year for GBM. It was
a year that saw us wrestle with some
difficult issues, and yet at the same
time we also saw a very encouraging
number of new missionaries accepted
for ministry.
One of the big concerns over the last
year has been the financial position
due to the reduction in income. For a
number of years, legacies have helped
‘plug the gap’ between expenditure and
regular giving. Because legacies have
been very low recently, a significant
shortfall has arisen. This has resulted in a
number of cost-cutting decisions having
to be made to reduce expenditure. We
are very grateful for those who have
agreed to make salary sacrifices and
implement other changes to reduce
costs. We hope that these will only be
temporary and that the work will not be
hindered due to these necessary savings.
One of the areas we have decided to
cut back on is in the number of ‘Heralds’
issued. We have reduced this from four
to three a year, published in January,
May and September.
This period of pressure on finances
has coincided with a number of new
missionaries coming forward and being
accepted for ministry in four different
countries in Europe and Africa. Some
people may question if it is wise to be
‘taking on’ new missionaries when
we are already struggling financially. It
is important to remember that at the
end of the day it is not GBM who send
missionaries, but the churches from
which they come. If they, and we in
partnership with them, have correctly
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

discerned the Lord’s will for their service,
it is ultimately the Lord who sends them.
And his resources are unlimited! So
we believe that if this is of the Lord, he
will provide the means to enable it to
happen.
It is on that basis that we proceed with
seeking to raise the necessary support,
in order that they may all have sufficient
resources for the work they have been
sent to do, and so that they can live
without undue hardship. Although this
appears to be an extremely difficult
target to achieve it is good to have our
faith stretched. We remember William
Carey’s great quote ‘Expect great things
from God, attempt great things for
God’.
The churches have already begun to
respond to the serious financial position
that was set out at the AGM in October
which is encouraging. This has largely
been by way of one-off gifts from
individuals and churches, for which we
are very grateful. Thank you! Sometimes
Calvinists are accused of not believing
in, and therefore not supporting, gospel
work. Far from it! Our confidence in a
sovereign God who will bring all those
for whom Christ died into his kingdom is
the very reason for our hope as we send
and support workers into such a glorious
work!
May the Lord encourage us all to be
prayerful and also to give generously
as Paul says in 2 Cor 8v7 ‘See that you
excel in this act of grace also’

Expect
great things
from God,
attempt
great things
for God’
WILLIAM CAREY

Graham Field,
GBM Council Chairman
[3]

Serbia

BELGRADE
On the long road

A and S are planting a church in Belgrade, Serbia. Here they describe
the challenges and joys of seeing a new church start to grow and get
established in a strongly religious culture.
When we last wrote for the Herald back in 2016
we had just started church services in a small
community room. Now we are meeting in a new
venue, with up to twenty adults and a dozen
children. Church feels quite different to how it
did even just a year ago … Here’s what’s been
happening.
Moving
After a year of meeting in our flat we began
public meetings in the spring of 2016. For almost
a year we were able to use a community room
operated by the local council. However in March
2017 all users of the room had their leases
ended and we had to look for a new venue. In
his mercy, God provided a new meeting place
which has proved to be an excellent location
for us on Sundays, and which we can still afford
as a church. We now meet in the offices of a
company which provides English and business
[4]

classes. The space works really well; we can set it
up in different ways for services or events; there
is a separate room for the children’s class and an
all-important coffee-bar area!
Building the team
Back in 2015 we both agreed that one of the
greatest challenges was going to be not getting
discouraged if things went slowly, not giving up,
but caring well for those God sent along. What
has been a real joy for us over the last few years
has been seeing God bringing along people
to work together with us in the church plant.
When we look around on a Sunday, we see a
group of people who love Jesus, love each other
and love Belgrade. Everyone uses their gifts to
serve the church. Whenever we plan an event,
we know people will work together to make it
happen. Whether in their work environments,
at home with kids, amongst extended family or
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

Top: Old Belgrade
Left: Belgrade Orthodox Cathedral
Right: Local market
Facing page: Pro-life march in Old Belgrade
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Serbia
with neighbours and friends, this is a group of
believers who are committed to witnessing to the
power of the gospel to change lives. And that is a
huge encouragement.
We prayed for another man to help S in
preaching. God sent us a very gifted man to
work as an apprentice with us. He has been of
immeasurable help, preaching, leading services,
playing the guitar, leading Bible studies and
teaching Sunday School - not all at once we
hasten to add! In the summer he got married, his
fiancée having finished her studies at Bible school,
and she is now also helping in the church. God
has also sent along several older mature believers;
a couple, and a man whose middle name could
be ‘Barnabas’! Our children’s class on a Sunday
morning has also grown and, along with it, the
number of teachers. We now have a rota of
six teachers, which is wonderful.
We continue with the Tuesday night Bible
study and prayer meeting in our home. More
recently we started a ladies’ Bible study during
the week, which has several non-Christian ladies
attending.
We also work one-to-one, meeting up to study
the Bible and pray with different people from
the church.

Witnessing
We were personally rather excited when Ikea
opened their 400th store worldwide this August
– right in Belgrade! Out in our park a few
days later, we sat and flicked through an Ikea
catalogue that someone had left on a bench,
while the kids zoomed round on their bikes and
scooters. One of our neighbours walked past –
‘Ikea?’ he said, ‘I threw the catalogue straight in
the bin. Why would I go to Ikea when I can get
the same items in the nearby market, for less?’
As we thought over his comment, we realised
the same could be said of people’s attitude here
to the gospel (which is certainly better news
than Ikea!). It is both foreign and unnecessary.
We have the Serbian Orthodox Church to tell us
about God and salvation. Why would we need to
hear anything else?
We pray that God leads us to people who
are spiritually hungry, but our experience is that
the road to accepting the gospel is a long one
for many people. It helps us in our evangelism
when we think of it as a long conversation with
people. So we do two things: events and personal
evangelism.
One of the things we enjoy about being in a
new church plant is the freedom to try different

Above: Worship on Sunday morning
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Above: Our children’s class on a Sunday morning

events. There is no precedent and no one way
we have to do things. So we have tried various
evangelistic events over the last eighteen months.
Our first event in the community room was an
Easter creative workshop for children. Then
in the summer of 2016 we organised an art
exhibition with three Christian artists. For the
last few summers we have enjoyed a barbeque
together by the river. This is an opportunity to
invite friends to meet our church group in a
relaxed environment. More formal events have
been seminars on the topics of ‘Is forgiveness
possible?’ and ‘Do all religions lead to God?’ We
also organised a concert of Serbian Christian
music with a couple from another town who
write their own songs. In the autumn we had
an evening for couples with a talk and question
panel, followed by a seminar on parenting a
week later. Sometimes we are disappointed that
more people don’t come; other times we feel the
event was a good one and worth repeating soon.
However, we know that organising events is only
part of our evangelism here.
The vast majority of our opportunities to
witness come in the daily conversations with
neighbours and friends, over coffee, in the
playground, at birthday parties and, for others
in our Church, in their place of work. It is in
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

these contexts that friendships and trust are
built. For example, the ladies who have recently
started to study the Bible with us have known
Christians for years. And they came to the BBQ
and seminars before they ever agreed to read
the Bible. A has recently started to have deep
spiritual conversations with one friend. But that
is after five years of friendship. The other day she
sat in another neighbour’s house listening to her
life story. The lady asked what S’s job was, and
we talked briefly about being Protestant. She was
neither particularly interested nor dismissive. But
it is all part of our developing friendship – the
long conversation.
The road ahead
As this article goes to press in January, we will
be celebrating Christmas (7 January in the
Orthodox calendar). Later this month we plan
to have our second church away-day and
talk and plan for the year ahead. We are also
looking to appoint elders soon. Pray for us
and the church; that God would continue to
build us up in him, keep us close to Jesus and
guide us in the year ahead, in all of our long
conversations. We are very much still in the
beginning stages. Pray that God will keep us
faithful on the road with him.
[7]

WHAT WILL YOU DO IN 2018?
Envision is GBM’s short-term
mission programme. Our passion is
to give more and more Christians
an experience of cross-cultural
mission. Some who serve through
Envision (such as Phil and Lydia
Evans) will go on to serve in mission
long-term, but others will come
back to their home church fired up
to reach their own community, and
promote and pray for the work of
world mission in their church. While
reaching out to students might be
something more obviously suited
to people of student age, there is
no upper age limit for Envision. To
be able to serve, you need to be a
baptised member of your church,
at least eighteen years old, in full
agreement with GBM’s doctrinal
statement, and recommended by
your church, as well as able to fund
the costs of your trip.
Envision Teams
Serving on an Envision team is
a great opportunity to grow in
Christ, reach out to others and to
learn what it is like to serve God in
another culture. Go and experience
mission outside your comfort
zone, working alongside long-term
missionaries and seeing their work
at first hand.
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Latvia Team - 30 August – 9 September 2018
A 10-day team at the beginning of September, reaching out
to students as they arrive for University in Riga. Working
alongside Malcolm and Ruth Firth, Phil and Lydia Evans and
the International Baptist Church, together with Agape student
ministries.
Estimated cost £480. Closing date: 20 April 2018

around the world, dependent on your age and experience.
This could be in South Africa with Morning Star Children’s
Centre and a local Baptist church, or it could be in student
ministry in a number of places (dependent on language
skills), or it could be serving for a year teaching in a school
in Asia.
Envision Intern
Joe Grimwood is serving a one-year Envision internship in
2017-2018, based half of the year in GBM Mission Centre
in Abingdon and the other half of the year serving around
the world. He started his year by joining the Latvia Envision
team in Riga, and is currently serving thirteen weeks in the
Philippines. He will also spend a similar period on another
placement in early summer. He has worked in the GBM
office alongside the Support Ministries team, preparing for
Annual Mission Day, and has been following the Ministry
Training Course in Oxford one day per week. Contact us
if you would like to serve as a GBM Intern for a year from
September 2018.

Poland Team – 28 July to 4 August 2018
A week-long team at the end of July in Legionowo, helping
Andrzej and Monika Kempczyński run a Holiday Bible Club
and reach out to their town.
Estimated cost £480. Closing date: 3 April 2018
Italy Team - A week in June/July 2018
We are planning a summer team to Italy, working alongside
an Italian Baptist Church in outreach and children’s work. The
ability to speak Italian is an advantage but not essential.
Cost tbc. Closing date: 3 April 2018
Radio/ OneHundredFold team – Two weeks in July
A two-week team based in GBM Radio’s studios in Abingdon,
working with Keith Charlton to learn how to record and edit
audio books. This will include building your ‘field recording
kit’, and setting up your dedicated editing computer. You will
be trained to use the kit, taking it home with you to continue
recording and editing audio books. OneHundredFold’s gospel
partners across the world will use these in their mission
work. Cost £400 (which includes recording and editing kit,
accommodation and food). Closing date 3 April 2018

Envision Apprenticeships
An Envision Apprenticeship is a demanding experience of
mission for a fixed term, for those thinking about serving
long-term. The focus is on word ministry, and a training
element is included in your programme. Typically, an Envision
apprenticeship lasts for two years.
There are opportunities to serve alongside GBM
missionaries in Central Asia, Latvia, Poland, France, and the
Philippines (dependent on your language skills). We also have
good connections with churches in many other countries.
Contact us to discuss the right situation for you.

Envision Placements
Envision Placements are tailor-made for you. Whether you
are free to serve for three weeks, ten weeks or ten months,
we can set up a placement for you in a number of situations
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

For details of all Envision opportunities - and an application
form - contact: supportministries@gbm.org.uk
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Literature

Making an
impact with
literature
GBM’s Literature Coordinator, Kester Putman, explains the worldwide reach of GBM’s Literature ministry, GBMLit, and some significant
changes in how it will operate

GBM’s aim is to ‘help churches
support their missionaries
worldwide.’ Our literature ministry,
GBMLit, has a role to play in
doing that. Our missionaries ask
for GBM’s books to aid them as
they teach others from the Bible.
The books themselves can act as missionaries,
going where other people cannot go, and staying
where other people cannot stay. Books can have
an impact on people long after they receive
them. Often the GBMLit entry in the monthly
GBM prayer diary includes quotes from our
recipients. They describe how wonderfully helpful
these books have been, often in vivid language,
believing them to be real gifts from God’s hand to
them in their ministry.
Books where most needed
Since the mid-1980’s, GBMLit has focussed on
providing good books for the world’s poorest,
most under-served and overlooked Bible
teachers, to equip them for ministry and provide
resources for Christian discipleship. From a
human perspective, this dramatically impacts their
effectiveness in teaching and preaching. Most of
the pastors we are in contact with will own just
a Bible and a hymn book, and they live where
[10]

the gospel has only had a minor impact on their
culture.
Let me give you a couple of examples. Moses
is a pastor in a small town in rural Kenya. A shiny
billboard from another church has been installed
just up the road from where his congregation
meets. The sign proclaims ‘Jesus wants nothing
more than to make you happy, healthy and
whole’. There are also details of where to hear
more, at a new building around the corner. The
claims of the so-called ‘Prosperity Gospel’ are
trumpeted loudly in Moses’ neighbourhood and
sadly, local Christians are frequently confused
with the real thing.
A young husband and wife are from a village
in Zambia. They have recently become Christians,
but sadly their young boy has become unwell.
In their past, they might have gone to a witchdoctor to perform a ritual to break the magic
which they believed someone had used against
them. Instead, they approach their pastor, Kunda.
Can he divine the reason for the sickness? And
can he give them a charm, an object, to take
home? Essentially, such concepts come from a
background of African traditional religion, which
has crept into the lives of many churches. How
can we support pastors like Kunda? One of the
best ways is by providing them with books that
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

equip them to pastor people with such issues.
We have regular contact with a number of
missionaries who serve in such situations. Where
they have been running leadership training
events, literature has been sent to give to the
pastors they train, helping them understand
Christian doctrine better, and have a more
rigorous approach to Biblical preaching, when
they are back in their local church situations.
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Sustaining GBMLit
Up to now, GBMLit has always had its running
costs funded largely from GBM’s General Fund.
With support levels falling short of expenditure,
we have had to make significant cuts across all
GBM’s activities, including GBMLit. What will that
mean in practice?
We are streamlining our operations. In the last
two years all our book stock has been stored,
packed and despatched by a local warehousing
[11]

Introducing…

Literature

Chris and Helen Hawthorne
Chris and
Helen, with their
children Joshua, Reuben and
Rebekah, are being sent by their
home church, St John’s Wood
Road Baptist Church, London, to
serve near Kitwe in Zambia. GBM
Council has approved them
to serve with the
Proclamation Institute
Zambia (PIZ)

Left: Left to right: Andy Gullett, Ken Mbuga (Emmanuel Baptist Church Nairobi), and Kester Putman
Right: ACTS Kenya bookshop staff: Patricia, Andy and Sakwa

company. Early in 2018 we will be moving all
this stock back into Mission Centre. We need to
build a team of volunteers who can give a day
every few months to come to Mission Centre and
pack a consignment of parcels. We will then be
taking these out to churches, so that supporters
can take a parcel and pay for the cost of postage.
We will continue to pay for the despatch costs of
bulk consignments when these have to be sent.
We are also looking to reduce our accumulated
book stock in 2018 by buying far fewer new titles,
thereby reducing our stock holding.
We are also looking at working with trusted
overseas partners, such as the ACTS bookshop
in Nairobi, Kenya. We can ship consignments
of books to them in bulk, thereby reducing our
costs. They could be part of the local distribution
network, to aid our books getting to church
leaders. In addition, we are considering whether
some of our partners or even some recipients
might contribute a small amount towards the cost
of their books.
We value your prayers for these major changes
in GBMLit. Pray that we will be able to continue
to support the ministry of thousands of pastors
across the developing world, and that all the
means will be provided to operate under our new
system.

FUNDING GBMLit
What can you do? If many churches
and individuals would get behind our
#books4pastors campaign by becoming
regular donors, GBMLit would soon
become fully funded. All one-off and
regular donations to #books4pastors
go directly into funding the costs of
literature. You can be confident that
your gifts are supporting the pastors
who receive our books.
You could consider volunteering as
part of our new packing team at Mission
Centre.
You could take a book parcel when
our speakers visit your church, and pay
for the postage at your local post office.
For more information please contact
Kester Putman on kester@gbm.org.uk
or call 01235 520147.
Facebook: GBM.Lit
Twitter @GBM_Lit

Kester Putman
GBM Literature Coordinator
[12]

GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

[13]

Chris and Helen Hawthorne

Who are you?
Chris grew up in rural Dorset and was part of a
very sporty family, his specialties included race
walking, javelin and field hockey. He committed
his life to Christ at fifteen. On moving to London
for university, he grew quickly as a Christian,
served for a year with UCCF and then with Derby
Road Baptist Church in Watford alongside Tom
Forryan.
Helen was born in Nigeria to missionary
parents and lived there until she was seven. Her
father then became pastor at Tollington Park
Baptist Church in North London where she was
converted at fifteen. After her A-levels, she spent
a year in Tanzania helping two Africa Inland
Mission families home-school their children.
Chris and Helen married in 2000 at Derby Road,
where Chris was a trainee while studying at the
Cornhill Training Course. From there they served
with the Islington Gospel Outreach at Highbury
where Joshua and Reuben were born. Chris was
then called to become pastor of St John’s Wood
Road Baptist and he and the family moved to
take up that ministry in 2005, Rebekah being
born a couple of years later. Helen has returned
to working as a teaching assistant after two
years working for the Church and attending the
Cornhill Training Course.
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Why Zambia?
When Chris was at Cornhill he studied with a
Zambian pastor, Andrew Muwowo. The course
had a profound impact on Andrew and he began
to develop a vision for a similar course in Zambia.
That vision has become a reality with PIZ opening
its doors to its first students in January 2016. At
a fundraising dinner in 2015 Andrew made clear
the need for someone with experience of the
Cornhill Course to go and lead the new college to
see it firmly established as a specialist in correctly
handling the Scriptures. After Chris expressed
interest in how he and the St John’s Wood church
could support the project, Andrew invited him
to move to Zambia to become the principal of
the college. (This wasn’t quite what Chris had in
mind!)
After much prayer and discussion and two
trips to Zambia, including one with Helen and
the children, the Church agreed that the Lord’s
hand was in this and were unanimous in sending
us to Zambia to take up this work. It has been a
difficult decision to make, especially because we
are so attached to the Church family in London.
However, we have become convinced that this is
what the Lord would have us do.
What will you be doing?
The plan is for Chris to start as the principal of PIZ
in January 2019. His main work will be overseeing
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

and leading the course teaching. The aim of
the college is not full theological education, but
rather a focus on teaching how to handle the
Scriptures, equipping the students to teach the
Scriptures effectively in a variety of settings. The
focus will be on preaching but time will be spent
considering evangelism, women’s ministry, youth
and children’s work, etc.
God willing, the children will be going to school
in Amano International Christian School, just
north of the college. (If you fancy spending some
time teaching in Zambia get in touch!) Joshua will
be starting his A-levels, Reuben will be starting in
year 9 and Rebekah in year 6. The school teaches
IGCSE and IA-level which fits in well with the
education they have had to this point in the UK.
It isn’t yet decided what Helen will do. Part of
her main responsibility when we first arrive will
be to help us get settled into Zambia. There are
plenty of options for her though, and we would
appreciate prayer for wisdom as to her direction
over time.
Please pray for us!
While we have been in ministry here in London
we have been very aware of the regular prayers
of brothers and sisters that have been answered
again and again. We find ourselves in this move
thrust even further out of our comfort zone and
long for people to be faithful in prayer every
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

week, even every day. We have begun a video
blog (under duress! Search for Zam-vlog-bia on
YouTube) so you can keep up with developments
there. Or you can request our prayer letter via
piznews@chawth.com. Meanwhile here are a
few ideas:
Please give thanks and pray for Scott Little, the
new pastor at our church, and his family. He has
made a great start, and this makes preparing to
move to Zambia so much easier!
Pray for help for Chris as he spends some time
getting to grips with the course syllabus and
begins to develop teaching material.
Pray for the children to adjust well in their hearts
to the move, that it would fuel their faith and not
distract or deter them.
Pray for Helen and Chris to finish well in their
respective roles while preparing to move.
Pray for our families, especially Chris and Helen’s
parents, as we leave behind people we love very
much.
Pray for PIZ over 2018 that staff and students
would be helped and blessed by the Lord and the
work the college is doing.
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Cover story

A NEW BEGINNING?
Jim Sayers reports on the recent political upheaval in Zimbabwe, and
its effect on local Christians
On 21 November, the Zimbabwean Parliament
met in a joint session to impeach their longstanding President, Robert Mugabe. As the
debate got underway, a messenger entered and
handed the presiding officer a letter from the
President. Mugabe was tendering his resignation
with immediate effect, news that was greeted
with wild celebration in the hall and dancing in
the streets of Harare. After thirty-seven years in
power, Mugabe was gone.
Removing a tyrant
Mugabe had made his name as a Marxist rebel,
fighting a war against the white-led government
of what was then Rhodesia. A peace deal had
led to elections which swept him to power in
1980, a position he consolidated with violence
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and corruption over many years. While his first
wife was dying, he began an affair with a typist
in the presidential office, marrying her after his
wife’s death. Known as ‘Gucci Grace’ because
of her lavish lifestyle, Grace Mugabe positioned
herself to take over from her husband when he
died. She became a ‘Lady Macbeth’ character,
the power behind her husband, building a new
powerbase within the ruling party, ZANUPF. A
power struggle developed between her and
Emmerson Mnangagwa, the long-standing VicePresident. Mnangagwa survived an attempt
to poison him in August. When he was finally
sacked as Vice-President in early November, he
fled to neighbouring Mozambique and from
there to China. (China has a growing political and
economic influence across Africa.) This sacking
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was too much for the military, and they began
plotting Mugabe’s downfall, a process that lasted
barely a fortnight.
Opposition politician Tendai Biti said ‘This coup
was the result of a disagreement between people
eating at the table, whereas most coups in Africa
are done by people eating under the table and
receiving crumbs.’ Ordinary Zimbabweans have
suffered miserably under the Mugabe regime.
How much will a new President, himself so long
at the heart of Mugabe’s government, really
change life for ordinary Zimbabweans? The
leading Christian opposition politician, Senator
David Coltart tweeted, ‘We have removed a
tyrant but not a tyranny. But we thank God for
this day.’ In a radio interview he said of the new
President, ‘We place a tiny bit of hope in him.
We wait to see whether he will be a Gorbachev
or a Milošević. There’s a lot of expectation.
Words are easy, actions are far more difficult.’
When he was sworn in as the new president,
Mnangagwa promised ‘free and fair’ elections as
scheduled next year, as well as creating jobs and
compensating farmers who have had their land
taken. Whether this will happen remains to be
seen.
Henry Olonga is a Christian and former

Below left: A recent baptism in a Zimbabean church
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Zimbabwean international cricketer, who
protested against the Mugabe regime during
the 2003 cricket world cup. He had to flee the
country, and never played test cricket again.
Settling in Britain, he developed a ministry as an
evangelist, using his singing and speaking gifts
to speak at evangelistic
events in many Grace
Baptist churches, as well as
working with GBM to make
two promotional DVDs
about our work. When
Mugabe fell from power,
the Zimbabwe Broadcasting
Corporation started playing
a song he had first released back in 2001, called
‘Our Zimbabwe.’ This quickly went viral, and
was sung at the new President’s inauguration.
Henry commented, ‘It stands as a challenge
to each and every Zimbabwean to embrace
their part in making a stand for their country.
Judging by events that occurred recently, I think
Zimbabweans are finding their voice and have
done just that.’
Churches in Zimbabwe
Where do these huge changes leave ordinary

Right: Staff at a rural health clinic
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Above left: Preparing lunch at a church day conference Right: A child receives a meal of nutritional porridge

Zimbabweans, and Christians and churches in
particular? Because of the way the Zimbabwean
economy has been mismanaged, as well as the
long-term effects of sanctions, unemployment
is as high as 90%. Zimbabwe has run through
several currency crises, with hyper-inflation
making the Zimbabwean dollar worthless.
Currencies of other countries are now accepted
as legal tender. To avoid a run on the banks,
withdrawals have been limited to $20 per day,
while many rely on relatives abroad to send
remittances via Western Union. Malnourishment is
common, made worse in 2016 by drought. While
healthcare is available for those who can pay, this
means that nine out of ten have no healthcare in
a country without a national health service. The
HIV/AIDS crisis has also created many orphans,
either being cared for by their extended family or
living in an orphanage. Some of these are seeking
to be self-funding by farming their land, but many
depend on foreign funding to survive.
GBM has had a long-standing involvement
in Zimbabwe through our radio and literature
ministries. Local pastors have been listening
to our Serving Today programmes, which give
them sound Bible teaching focussed on the
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

pastoral issues they face in their churches. Among
these, the most damaging is the impact of the
‘Prosperity Gospel’, which preys on the hopes
of the poor and promises riches and healing if
they will only have more faith. Our programmes
seek to present a clear biblical understanding of
the gospel, together with such biblical themes
as knowing God’s power in our weakness and
suffering.
As we connected with listeners over the years,
it became obvious that pastors needed books
to help them in their ministries, and so GBMLit
became involved. Derek French and Maciek
Stolarski made regular visits to train pastors,
and out of these visits a group of UK Christians
formed the Zimbabwe Partnership Trust. Roger
and Gill Prime from Beccles made their most
recent visit for ZPT at the end of October, just as
Mugabe’s downfall was beginning to happen.
Roger commented on the spiritual opportunity
there is at this time. ‘The difficulties being
experienced by so many throughout the country
have created a sense of need and openness to
the gospel. There is a greater awareness of God,
which has drawn people in under the sound of
the gospel. This has provided an open door to
[19]

Interview: Peter Slomski
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AND ITS PEOPLE
the preachers of a ‘Prosperity Gospel’, offering
health and wealth as an easy answer to the daily
struggles of life and, sadly, many have been
taken in by such false teaching. However, among
faithful churches there are many who have been
turning to the Lord as a comfort and refuge in
their time of need. This is particularly true where
there are churches who exercise a ministry of
compassion to the needy in their communities.
We visited a church which has exercised a ministry
of compassion to many widows and orphans. On
this latest visit we were privileged to witness the
baptism of ten believers in the Sunday morning
service which was followed by a meal provided
for the entire congregation.’
On a visit in 2016, when the country had
experienced drought and famine on top of all
the other trials, Roger taught some pastors from
the book of Habakkuk. One pastor who had
organised the seminar responded, ‘we really
appreciate your willingness to travel right into the
bush (only a few people does this), to teach and
encourage the pastors. The study of Habakkuk
was really an eye opener to all of us and it
rekindled hope in most of us. The study brought
answers to a number of questions on why it
looks like God is so quiet when we seek him for a
change day and night. The people of Makamure
have been grappling with such questions as
they wonder why is it they are always the ones
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struggling with hunger and their children suffer
malnutrition. Where is God in all this poverty and
hunger? Is he listening to our prayers? Thank
you for allowing God to use you to speak to the
people of Zimbabwe.’
Christians in Zimbabwe have been quick to
ascribe the downfall of Mugabe to the goodness
of God. One pastor connected with ZPT wrote to
Roger, ‘We are grateful for what the Lord is doing
in Zimbabwe. People managed to experience
freedom of association today for the first time
since 2000. It has been very difficult for people
to demonstrate or march freely in Zimbabwe.
We hope and pray that all will end well and
that people will not lose sight of what the Lord
is doing.’ Another said, ‘We are really thankful
to you for your prayers; we have seen the hand
of God in Zimbabwe this week and last week.
We are hoping and praying for a government
that serves the people and that has the heart of
rebuilding the nation of Zimbabwe. Thank you so
much for partnering with us in building up the
nation of Zimbabwe. Your support is really going
a long way in bringing smiles and brightening the
lives of the people of this nation, and above all in
making Christ to be known.’
To find out more about the Zimbabwe Partnership
Trust, visit their website,
www.zpt.org.uk
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Peter Slomski returned
to the UK in 2017, after
serving for six years with
a church in Poznań. We
asked him to reflect on
his time in Poland and his
new work

As you look back on six years’ service in
Poland, what have been the positives
for you?
It has been a real privilege to have
fellowship with God’s people, to see
people grow in the faith. I now have
dear Polish friends in the faith. It has
also been a blessing sharing the gospel of Jesus
Christ with others. Poland is steeped in Roman
Catholic thinking, a ‘moralistic’ mind-set where
one thinks that trying to be good, will get one
favour with God. Though I was brought up in
a Polish home, it has been good to understand
Polish thinking and culture better, and how
Poles think. I experienced many difficulties, but
this has also been a positive, as it has tested
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my trust, and proved the truth of Romans
8:28-29, ‘And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose. For
those God foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son.’

Why have you ended your ministry
in Poznań?
It became apparent that there were
serious issues and concerns in how
the people were being ministered
to and how church decisions were
made. No one among the church members
was aware of my concerns. I sought to preach
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Do you ﬁnd Poles who live in Britain are more
open to the gospel than the people you reached out to
in Poznań?

each week, and build up a relationship with the people,
but this became increasingly difficult. After I withdrew from
the work, it became clear that these concerns and issues
had been a pattern for many years amongst the eldership,
and no amount of reasoning would salvage the situation.
Consequently, my sending church, Grace Baptist Church,
Halifax, and GBM, with my agreement, withdrew me from
the work in Poznań. I am greatly saddened by the situation at
Agape. However, I continue to pray.

In Poland, people like to talk, and I have had
conversations with people from all walks of life in
all kinds of situations, but they struggle with the
concept of grace, that a person is justified by faith
only in Christ. Much patience and time is needed. The older
generation is tied up with their Catholic faith. The young
are more open to everything. The Poles in the UK are usually
younger, more taken up with their jobs, family and Polish
friends. My experience is that it has been hard to talk with
them, for example at our tract table. What is needed, as with
anyone, is building up relationships long-term.

What is the new ministry you have started in Deeside?
I returned to the UK for a sabbatical at Christ
Church Deeside, North Wales. The hope at that time
was to return to pastoral ministry, in some capacity,
in Poland, but there was no clear way forward. At
the same time, Christ Church had been looking for a man
to work alongside the pastor, Matt Francis, and his fellow
elders. The church approached me and my home church, and
on 1 October, I was appointed as an associate pastor for an
initial period of twelve months. This ministry involves regular
preaching and teaching, pastoral care and evangelistic work.
Deeside has a large population of Polish people (walking
down the main street on Saturday, one could be forgiven for
thinking one was in a Polish town) and the hope is to reach
out to the Polish community.

What is most needed for the gospel to
ﬂourish in Poland?
Getting the gospel right, to begin with!
Unfortunately, a lot of what is regarded as gospel
preaching and evangelism is a humanistic gospel,
with little said about sin, repentance, the cross, and
faith. We need expository preaching and systematic teaching
in the churches. A lot of preaching is motivational and ‘feelgood’, with very little basis in Scripture. There is a lack of
discernment (there is no exact word in Polish for ‘discernment’)
and an aversion to doctrine, resulting in many unhelpful
teachings and practices. Along with that, a high view of
the local church is needed. There are many individualistic
Christians seeking self-fulfilment with little understanding of
commitment to one another as a church. Much patience, love,
gentleness, boldness and perseverance is needed in ministry.

How do the new generation of Poles ﬁnd life in Britain?
I believe many are grateful for reasonably paid work.
Salaries in Poland are half or even a third of British
salaries, and yet the cost of groceries, clothes and
white goods are equivalent to the UK. Many Poles in
Deeside seem to be settled into the rhythm of their new life,
and apart from work, many appear to keep within the Polish
community.

What are your own future plans?
I am keeping up my contacts in Poland, and will be
visiting in the New Year, but I don’t see any clear way
ahead. What is clear, however, is that the door has
opened up for ministry in Deeside. I am seeking to
take one step at a time, trusting that the Lord will guide me.
Please do continue to pray for me, and for the work of the
gospel among Poles, both here and in Poland.

A lot of what is regarded as
gospel preaching and evangelism
is a humanistic gospel, with little
said about sin, repentance, the
cross, and faith
[22]
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DISS

Weekend
Workshops at
Diss
Motivated by a desire to make
basic level training for evangelism
and church planting as widely
available as possible, Grace
Baptist Partnership recently
conducted a series of weekend
workshops at Diss Baptist Church
in Norfolk. Barry King led the
participants – about a dozen
men and women – to think
through how to study, teach and
[24]

evangelise more effectively. Plans
for additional training as well as
for evangelism – perhaps leading
to church planting! – in Briston,
Norfolk and Taylor Road Estate in
Diss, are being considered. Please
pray for these endeavours to
make Christ known in Norfolk.

Effective Evangelism
in Coventry
On Saturday 25 November just
over thirty people from the
West Midlands met at Lower
Ford Street Baptist Church in
Coventry for the 14th Effective

Evangelism Conference. Andrew
Roycroft from Millisle Baptist
Church in Northern Ireland took
two sessions: Getting the Gospel
Right and Getting the Gospel
Out. Barry King from Dunstable
Baptist Church and leader of
Grace Baptist Partnership also
took two sessions: Does Door to
Door Evangelism Still Work? and
Creating a Culture of Evangelism.
Two churches have asked for
assistance in planning evangelistic
initiatives in response to the
conference.
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Rural Evangelism
Mark Hope from Bradford on Avon Baptist
Church is now being supported through Grace
Baptist Partnership in evangelistic work in a
number of Wiltshire villages. A typical week
might see him leading a handful of adults in
Yatton Keynell in a baptism preparation class;
doing door to door work in Lea or seeking to
help the fledgling work at Grittleton. His work is
varied and needs the support of our prayers. We
hope his work might provide a useful pattern for
village evangelism in other parts of the country.

BOROUGH GREEN

BRADFORD ON AVON

UK Church News

Messy Church in
Borough Green
One of the challenges for a
small church is how to sustain its
children’s work. Borough Green
Baptist Church had run Friday
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

clubs for primary school children
for many years, with many of
the ‘able bodied’ members
involved, but over time numbers
were dwindling, and the Church
wondered whether this was the
best use of its resources. Had
the Church ever seen any fruit

from this work, and had this led
to meaningful contact with the
children’s families? The honest
answer to this was mostly ‘No’,
so a decision was taken to bring
the children’s clubs to an end in
July 2016 to enable a change of
emphasis.
[25]
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GREENWICH

In their place the Church
developed a new ministry –
running a ‘Messy Church’ session
on a Friday evening once a
month. The focus would be the
whole family, inviting people of
all ages to come. They looked
at what several other churches
were already doing, to get some
ideas of how the format could
work. ‘Messy Church’ is a label
used by many churches of various
denominations, and varies a great
deal from church to church.
For Borough Green, Messy
Church meets on the first Friday

evening of the month, and
involves several things. They set
out tables where people can sit
and play table-top games, or
just enjoy time to sit and chat
over a cup of tea. There is an
organised craft activity for people
to make something, while word
searches and cross-words are
also popular. Then they have a
brief time of Bible teaching, which
this year involves key stories from
Luke’s gospel, followed by some
singing. Finally, everyone enjoys a
hot meal together. Although the
programme is meant to fit into
ninety minutes, no one hurries to
leave.
As Adrian Tribe, one of the
Church elders, explained, ‘We
are aiming to create an informal
gathering to which we can invite
all sorts of people, a Christian
activity that is less intimidating
than a formal church service,
where they can make friends

with us and where they will also
hear a clear gospel message.
It also works as a stepping
stone to other things, such as a
Sunday service, a carol service, or
Christianity Explored.’
The Church’s prayer was that
that the Lord would bring along
people they had never met
before. On the first evening, a
single mum was standing outside
waiting for the doors to open.
She immediately started coming
on Sunday mornings, has come to
faith and is preparing for baptism.
Another family that have become
part of Messy Church asked to
have a thanksgiving for the birth
of their son, and thirty family
and friends came to that Sunday
morning service that would not
otherwise have been there. The
Church give thanks for the way
God is using this new ministry
to help them reach the growing
village of Borough Green.

Village Church,
Greenwich
It has been exactly one year since
our family moved into Greenwich
to restart the work at what was
formerly Devonshire Drive Baptist
Church. The project has been a
great partnership between the
International Mission Board (IMB),
which is the mission arm of the
Southern Baptist Convention in
the USA, and the Association of
Grace Baptist churches (AGBCSE).
We serve as IMB missionaries,
and are heading up the church
planting efforts in Greenwich.
[26]
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We are originally from Texas
and have lived in the UK for
nearly four years. We have
three children who all attend
local schools in Greenwich and
Blackheath. At the beginning
of this new venture in church
planting, it was unclear where
and how a core team would be
developed. Over the past year
God has been faithful in bringing
a few core members to join us.
Over the summer, contact
was made with a few local
students from Trinity Laban
School of Music located
in Greenwich. These local
Christian students joined
the team and have been an
incredible blessing. After a
short time meeting in our
living room, we began to
meet on Sunday afternoons at
the church building. A Friday
mums and tots playgroup has
started to connect with local
GBM JANUARY – APRIL 2018

mums in the community. This
has been a great success in
meeting mums who live in
the proximity of the church
building. For both these
blessings we give thanks to
God for what he had been
doing.
Our vision is to (1) help
people discover God, (2) build
a faith family, and (3) serve
our local community. We
understand that there is great
gospel need in Greenwich and
South East London, and want
to play our part in proclaiming
and displaying the gospel in
our community as God enables
us. We believe our approach
to gospel proclamation must
be creative and engaging.
As a young church plant we
have the opportunity to try
different methods of outreach
and community engagement.
We host a film club where

we watch current films and
then discuss their worldview,
spirituality and themes. We
have also hosted a music
evening where we gathered
local musicians and composers.
These are two ways we can
engage with the various
peoples that call Greenwich
home.
Although we are less than
a year into planting a new
church, we are encouraged.
As we enter into the advent
season, not only are we
expectant and celebratory at
the incarnation of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we are also
expectant to see what God has
planned for the Village Church
in 2018. You can learn more
and follow the journey of the
Village Church at
www.wearethevillage.co.uk
Chad and Lynsi Rigney
[27]

GBM New Resources

Let’s Go – a new
magazine for
children
At our Annual Mission Day we
launched a new magazine for
children called Let’s Go! This
replaces our TOGO magazine
which had been used by some
churches for many years. Our
aim is to produce a magazine for
primary school children that really

engages them in lots of ways, and
that communicates world mission
to them in a vivid way. We want
the children in our supporting
churches to start to think about
mission as soon as they start to
read.
Every edition includes several
features told through a series
of pictures, intended for those
just learning to read. There are
also some more detailed features
that children at Key Stage 2 can
enjoy. Each edition includes a
mission-related Bible story. There
are several competitions to fill out
and send back to us, as well as a
recipe and something to make.
There is also a pull-out photo to
stick on your bedroom wall. The
whole magazine is packed full
of pictures and fascinating facts
which together help children to
grow in their understanding of
the world.
How do you get your copy?

Compelled mission
resources

We publish two issues a year, one
for Easter and the other at our
Annual Mission Day in October.
Each edition is sixteen pages
long. Let’s Go! is published on
a subscription basis. One annual
subscription costs £3 for two
issues. (So, if a church orders ten
copies of each edition for their
children’s work, their annual
subscription is £30.)
How do you promote world
mission among the children in
your church? You may already
have an established supply of
Sunday School materials that
you use every week. Let’s Go! is
a great addition to any church’s
ministry to children.
Subscription forms can be
downloaded from our website
www.gbm.org.uk/letsgo.
Let’s Go! is designed by Allison
Hodgkiss of AH Graphic Design.

For some time we have wanted to produce a
youth resource pack that gives youth leaders
everything they need for a youth evening
focussed on world mission. Joe Grimwood
has been working in the GBM office as our
Envision Intern, and he has produced a new
resource pack called Compelled which we
launched at our Annual Mission Day.
The pack is centred on a Bible study on Acts
17, under the title The Unknown God. There
is a leader’s guide, and eight study guides for
the group to use. You also get an ‘ice-breaker’
game, prayer cards which feature a number of
GBM missionaries, and a DVD of videos you
may wish to use as part of the evening.
To order a pack (price £5 including postage
and packing) contact GBM Mission Centre by
email: infodesk@gbm.org.uk

A Journey Across
Africa – a new DVD
from GBM
This is a new DVD production,
featuring all our work across
Africa, much of it filmed on
location in South Africa, Burkina
Faso and Kenya. Our radio
ministry provides good Bible
teaching for pastors across both
English- and French-speaking
Africa. Unreached people groups
are being reached through Bible
translation, medical ministry
and livelihood projects, bringing
the gospel to those who have
never heard. At the same time,
churches are growing fast
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in countries such as Kenya,
Zimbabwe and Zambia, so
training and mentoring for
pastors is essential. As our
work in countries across Africa
continues to grow, this DVD gives
you a feel for the challenges that
missionaries and churches face.
A free copy was sent to all
supporting churches, either in
church packs at our Annual
Mission Day or by post. Further
copies are available from Mission
Centre (price £3 including
postage and packing). The DVD
lasts 60 minutes, and is divided
into chapters so it can be used in
a succession of meetings.
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GBM Events

Annual Mission Day 2017
Annual Mission Day was filled
with mission presentations,
covering a wide breadth of
work. The day also included
our church delegates meeting,
where a 25% budget cut was
approved, reducing our budgeted
expenditure from £975,000 in
2017 to £750,000 in 2018. This
is because income has fallen short

ATHELINGTON SUMMER HOLIDAY

4-11 August 2018
Come and enjoy a week’s holiday in the Suffolk
countryside at harvest time, with daily Bible
ministry and a focus on world mission. Based at
Athelington Hall Farm, this week-long event is a
popular gathering for GBM supporters. Whether
you are a regular or a first-timer, you will find a
warm welcome and a relaxed programme giving

of expenditure over several years.
On the day, the offering in the
final meeting was £19950.53 (+
gift aid), for which we are very
thankful.
The day included a multimedia
presentation reflecting on the
anniversary of the Reformation
and drawing lessons for world
mission today. We introduced

three new missionary couples,
the Forryans, the Evans’s and the
Hawthornes, as well as hearing
from a fourth couple who are
already serving in a ‘Creative
Access’ country. We finished
the day with ministry from Matt
Gamston.

you lots of time to explore the unspoiled Suffolk
coast and villages. Chris Hawthorne, our new
missionary for Zambia, will bring ministry each
morning. There is also a programme for children.
This is a self-catering holiday for those who like
the freedom of camping and caravanning, or who
prefer the comfort of a quality timber lodge. See
booking form for details or visit the GBM website
to book online.

ROOT HILL YOUTH CAMP – 18-25 AUGUST 2018
Root Hill is an annual spiritual oasis for many young people, helping
them grow in their Christian lives. Coming together for a great Christian
holiday set in the Surrey hills, the Bible and mission are central to our
week together. This year’s speaker is Andrew King, pastor at Highbury
Baptist Church. See booking form for details or visit the GBM website
to book online.
www.gbm.org.uk/summerholidays

REGIONAL
EVENTS

2018
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Penzance Baptist
Church, Cornwall
Saturday 27 January –
3:00pm
Commissioning service
for Phil and Lydia Evans

Wiltshire
Mission Day
Zion Baptist Church,
Trowbridge
Saturday 17 March

Isle of Man
Mission Day
Onchan Baptist Church
Saturday 5 May
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GBM’s Annual
Mission Day 2017
drew a crowd of
over 700 supporters
to Friends House
in London, for a
day packed with
presentations and
activity.
More details on P31.

