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PERU

Resourcing the church in

LATIN AMERICA
Daniel and Ellie Caballero were married in May, and Daniel
returned to Peru to apply for his UK visa to start a PhD in the
UK. When this was refused, he had to stay in Lima for four
months while Ellie remained in the UK. Here he explains how
he has been serving the Lord during this waiting time
Above: Daniel teaching a theology class for local pastors Below: Daniel with local Christians in Lima

T

hree months ago, I wrote for the GBM
Annual Report, ‘I will remember 2018
as one of the most wonderful and
beautiful years of my life’. This is still
the case. But I would also add, ‘and one of the
hardest’. A lot of things have changed over the
last three months, but I can see the Lord’s hand
guiding everything.
100 days in Peru
Due to visa complications, I had to go back alone
to Peru in August this year. Altogether, I had to
spend over a hundred days alone in Peru away
from Ellie. I have counted each one of them!
Although I did not plan to go back to Peru this
year, and it has been very hard for Ellie and me, the
Lord in his providence brought me back here for a
reason. Over this time I have been heavily involved
in preaching, teaching and book publication. This
year we have started a humble book publisher with
the aim of translating some of the main theological
works from the sixteenth to the eighteenth
centuries into Spanish. Why are we doing that?
What are we translating, and how?
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Why translate, publish and distribute
books that were written in a different
time, language and context?
If we do not, the Latin American church is at risk
of losing the gospel in one generation. The more
I think about it, the more I reach that conclusion.
Recent research about the state of theology in
the United States among professing, baptised
evangelical Christians was shocking. For instance:
almost eighty percent of people do not believe
that Christ is the eternal Son of God, but merely
the first and greatest being created by God. This
is the old heresy of Arianism. The survey found
that forty-four percent of Christians believe
that the Bible’s condemnation of homosexual
behaviour doesn’t apply today. I believe that the
church in Latin America is perhaps as bad as or
worse than the church in the US in theological
matters. I firmly believe that unless someone
confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord, they will not
be saved, and many people, maybe the majority,
in Latin American evangelical churches are not
saved because they have never heard a real,
theologically sound presentation of the gospel.
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PERU
The context in which the English Puritans lived has
more in common with contemporary Latin America than
contemporary Britain, both theologically and politically…
Historical theology is the missing vaccination
against heresy and spiritual immaturity in the
developing world.
Let me give some reasons why it is important
to translate these books. First, we need to form
a theological tradition. A church’s identity and
purpose is directly related to the way they see
their past. It is just over thirty years since the
Latin American church began to grow in the
mid-1980s. Before that it was mainly an expat
movement. We have not had time to develop a
theological tradition, so we must form our own
theological tradition upon the shoulders of the
best minds of the past, and the godliest examples.
This will help us to reach maturity over the next
two generations.
Second, orthodoxy and heresy are primarily
historical constructions. This may seem weird to
some people, but though every core evangelical
doctrine has its basis in Scripture, it was
developed in a historical context. Each generation
must not redefine what they are going to believe
about the Trinity, justification by faith alone, or
the deity of Christ, but must hold fast to what has
been passed on to them. It is virtually impossible
to have a confession of faith, or an association
of churches, without having a common historical
background. We will not work together until

we see each other as having a common root. A
number of self-identified evangelical churches
in Latin America are denying some of the core
doctrines of evangelicalism mainly because of
ignorance of what the church has taught over the
centuries.
Third, our contexts are similar. The context in
which the English Puritans lived has more in
common with contemporary Latin America than
contemporary Britain, both theologically and
politically. Let me mention just two examples:
spiritual warfare and politics. The Puritans were
very good at having a holistic view of theology,
integrating their theology into the spiritual realm,
as well as politics, finances, sexuality, etc. This
is nearer to the church in Latin America than to
British Christianity. For instance, when was the
last time you heard a sermon about spiritual
warfare or demon possession? Or, about politics,
and why we as Christians should support (or not
support) Brexit? Christians do not talk openly
about these things in the UK. This is one of
the key differences between the church in the
Developing World (which is mainly Pentecostal),
and the church in the First World. Some of the
books that were written 300 years ago are
more relevant for our context than more recent
publications.

Above: Daniel teaching biblical theology, helping Christians to read the great themes across Scripture.

What books have we published?
We have published eight books so far, and we
aim to publish one new book every month. We
have just published The Mystery of Providence,
Keeping the Heart and A Token for Mourners, all
by John Flavel. We have published John Bunyan’s
Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, and
Great Christian Leaders of the Eighteenth Century
by J.C. Ryle, and a series of three volumes on
the main theological topics of John Owen. We
are trying to make links with several bookshops,
churches and Bible colleges around Latin America
to distribute our books and saturate our continent
with solid Christian literature.

How are we doing this?
We did not have funds when we started this
project. It was originally run by volunteers, but
has grown enough to employ three people parttime, with thirty-five volunteers from a variety of
Spanish-speaking countries. Please pray that this
project may be able to contribute to the spiritual
formation of many pastors in Latin America.

Plans for the future
In the goodness of God I was granted an Irish
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visa, after being unable to stay in the UK, and
I moved there at the beginning of December.
Ellie and I have decided to settle there for
a number of years, but we still hope to be
involved in mission in Latin America in the
future. I will be involved in ministry in Latin
America part-time, in book publication, as well
as writing articles for our blog, and also leading
an online study group. I would really like to
be heavily involved in ministry, preaching and
teaching while I am in Ireland over the next few
years. However, right now I still do not know
where or what exactly I will be doing. I pray the
Lord may make things clearer for Ellie and
me over the next months.
We are not called to change the world,
we cannot even change ourselves. All
we can do is try not to lose the gospel in
our generation. What a tragedy it would be
if the generations to come looked back to us
and said, ‘That was the generation that let
the lampstand be removed from its place.’
May the Lord help us to be faithful in this
generation and to give our lives to him.
Maybe he is calling you to do that. Do not
shut your heart to the call of the Lord.
HERALD JANUARY 2019 7

It is often in the darkest places that the gospel shines most
brightly. God is at work in prisons across the world, even some
of the most gritty and awful prisons in Africa. This article is
written by someone who visits prisons in West Africa to provide
both medical and spiritual help to those without hope

The gospel in a West African

‘“We are punished justly, for we are getting
what our sins deserve. But this man has done
nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus
answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be
with me in paradise.”’ (Luke 23:41-43)
Stephen was sitting in the dark in his prison
cell, two days before the date set for his
execution. He knew that his life was about to
end; what hope was there for him? A young
life, initially full of hope and promise; how did
8 HERALD JANUARY 2019

things end up going so wrong? He was in utter
despair. But that evening, in the thick blackness,
the light of Jesus came to him. Not through a
Bible, a printed tract, or even the loving testimony
of another believer. Quite alone, in his cell, he
had a miraculous encounter with the living God
and gave his life to Christ, suddenly feeling such
peace and joy as he had never known before.
What forgiveness he received, from all the terrible
things he had done! He could face death with
confidence, knowing that he, like the thief on the
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PRISON

cross, would soon be with his Saviour in paradise.
But God had other plans for Stephen. For
some reason, his execution date was delayed,
and then his death sentence commuted to life
in prison. It was so clear that there had been a
complete transformation in his life, that everyone
in the prison and all the authorities knew that he
was a man of God. Years passed, and eventually
he became eligible for release. He went to Bible
school and became a pastor, and now works
full-time travelling around different countries in

Africa, ministering in prisons and sharing the love
of God and the new life that only comes through
Jesus Christ. When he speaks, the prisoners hang
on his every word. Recently, around 100 prisoners
attended a meeting where Stephen was speaking.
At the end he gave an appeal to them to stand up
if they wanted to respond to the gospel. Almost
everyone present stood, including some of the
guards. What a beautiful gospel; what a precious
gift: the power to transform lives even when
human circumstances appear so utterly hopeless.
HERALD JANUARY 2019 9

WEST AFRICA

Life in prison, anywhere in the world, is tough.
There is overcrowding, violence, substance
misuse, mental illness, corruption and imperfect
justice. Many end up in prison through a
combination of circumstances that they’ve had
little control over, including broken families,
abuse and poverty. In many African prisons
there are additional challenges: malnutrition
and micronutrient deficiencies for those who
don’t have family to bring in additional food.
Infectious diseases such as malaria and TB are rife,
and medical facilities are often severely lacking,
medicines being unavailable or unaffordable. But
what seems common among prisoners across the
globe is a great openness to the gospel. When
you are at the bottom of the pile, rejected by
family, despised by society, there is little pride.
We have a God who delights to ‘raise the
poor from the dust and lift the needy from the
ash heap’ (Psalm 113:7).
A few months ago, a prisoner came who’d
been receiving ongoing treatment for mental
illness. He had been suffering from severe
depression and was receiving treatment. One
day he came and explained that he’d heard that
his teenage son had gone missing. We prayed
for him, but a month later at his next follow-up
appointment he looked utterly broken: he had
just received word that his son had been found
dead. At moments like this, what can we offer?
Humanly speaking, we feel completely helpless.
But what we can do is listen, speak words of
gentleness, weep with those who weep. And
we can pray! It’s easy to feel overwhelmed when
people share stories of immense pain and trauma.
But what a privilege to offer to pray with
them, to bring their burdens before the living

God, who knows our every need, and to point
them to the One who truly brings hope in the
midst of darkness.
Jesus told the parable of the sheep and
the goats. ‘”Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something
to drink? When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?
When did we see you ill or in prison and go to
visit you?” The King will reply: “Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”’
(Matthew 25:37-40.) Please pray for those who
are working in prisons all across the world. There
is nothing more beautiful than a life transformed
by the gospel. Pray that the door will continue to
remain open for believers to share the light of
Jesus Christ in these dark places; that there
will be a mighty movement of the Holy Spirit
as prisoners hear and read God’s word. Please
pray protection for those serving in these
places, particularly where rising extremism is
bringing new challenges for those in prison.
Many reading this article will never visit
anyone in prison. But you will encounter many
people with practical needs, and the words
of Jesus encourage us that as we minister to
others in meeting these needs, it is as if we were
serving him. But let’s not stop there. Perhaps
this week an unbelieving friend will share
a heavy burden with you; perhaps you will
feel helpless to know what to say or do. Let
us be quick to offer to pray for all those who
are spiritual captives, that the light of Jesus will
come into their lives and that, no matter what
circumstances they are going through, he will set
them free.

What we can do is listen, speak words of
gentleness, weep with those who weep
10 HERALD JANUARY 2019
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MADEIRA
Jason and Andrea Murﬁtt returned to the UK last summer after
twelve years’ service in Brazil. Here Jason reports on a visit
to Madeira, to investigate the possibility of serving there and
planting a new church

I

was twenty-five years old when I met
Ban Forsyth (then in his late 90s; he lived
to be over 100). He first arrived in Brazil
as a missionary in 1928 and served there
for forty-six years - retiring a year before
I was born. He introduced me to a book
he had written called The Wolf from Scotland,
a must-read for anyone who is interested in
Christ’s church on the island of Madeira. In it
he explains how a Scotsman called Robert Reid
Kalley arrived on the island in 1838, where, as
the gospel was preached and God poured out
his Spirit, there was an awakening of some
2000+ souls. Some were killed and most driven
from the island in 1846, although wherever the
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Top: Madeira has a dramatic and beautiful coastline

Above: Pastor Roland with his wife Margaret

Right: Jason Murfitt Below: Funchal Baptist Church

pilgrims went, churches, hospitals and schools
sprang up. Dr. Kalley went to São Paulo, Brazil,
and it was there and then that Brazil was first
introduced to the biblical Jesus and salvation in
his name alone.
At the time I met Ban Forsyth, our sights were
on the Amazon, where we would arrive within
five years, unaware that twenty years after my
conversation with Mr Forsyth, my family and I
would continue in Kalley’s gospel-shoes and sow
the same eternal truths together on the island of
Madeira.
During those years in Brazil, God equipped
us to support local struggling churches by being
involved in training leaders, working extensively
HERALD JANUARY 2019 13

MADEIRA

with young people and broadcasting the gospel,
not only on the tributaries of the Amazon and
deep into the jungle, but far and wide across
the whole north of Brazil via radio and TV. Yet
little by little, the Lord brought Madeira onto the
horizon, confirming his call in 2016 that he was
sending us to that mission-field - much to the
surprise of many, not least ourselves. But if God
calls, who are we to be like Jonah and refuse?
Having arrived in Brazil 160 years after Dr.
Kalley, we now find ourselves exploring a new
ministry of church-planting on the island of
Madeira, 180 years after he arrived there.
‘Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing
out!’ (Rom. 11:33).
It was agreed by our sending church (Haven
Church, Gorran) and GBM that two years would
be well spent in the UK to strengthen ties with
those who have been so faithful in supporting
us. Lucy will study her GCSEs in a Christian
school, and I will make bi-monthly visits to the
island to discern where Christ wishes us to
establish a new church and with whom.
A mission team is already shaping up.
Roland Brown (pastor in Loughton) spends six
months a year on the island. He is experienced
and gracious, with a calming spirit, and well
connected on the Island, having visited there
for some thirty years. Two Madeiran brothers
(Claudio and Sandro) are receiving their
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theological training in a reformed church in
Rugby, where they were saved and met their
English brides. They are also hoping to move to
the Island in 2020. There is a young man called
Philip, saved from a criminal background and
presently living on Madeira, a young Christian,
but zealous to live and serve for the glory of
God. There are other Christians scattered on
the island who have shown great interest,
recognising the need for a Christ-exalting,
mission-minded church where the Scriptures are
regularly and faithfully expounded. Some attend
a little Baptist church in Funchal, while others
feel that there is nowhere that they can worship
in spirit and in truth.
We are in contact with that Baptist church;
it’s complicated, but in a nutshell, they do hold
to the gospel essentials, but at present lack the
vision to reach outside of the building to seek
the lost with the intention of making disciples.
They agree that a new church-plant is what is
needed on the island. But where? Please pray
with us that we might know and be faithful in
getting to work – a work which comes with no
‘fast-track’ promise of ease and ‘VIP treatment.’
In Dr. Kalley’s day it was illegal to proselytise.
That was the catalyst for many problems that
he encountered as he sought to take the Great
Commission seriously and honour God over men
(Matt 28:18-20 also read Acts 4:18-20). Today,
thankfully, it is legal on Madeira to teach the
Bible. However, the island is still under a shroud

Maria-José

of spiritual darkness that cloaks the population
(255,000) who look to human religion to save
instead of Christ. It’s going to be tough. We
will have a new culture and Portuguese dialect
to learn (it sounds Russian to us). Despite
it being a pleasant holiday destination for
some, ironically it is the holy days that can be
stumbling-blocks to the gospel.
To give you an indication of the spiritual
climate on the island of Madeira, I spoke with
Maria-José a few days ago, as she served me
from her fruit-juice van. She delighted in telling
me that her name reﬂects her heavenly mother
and her earthly father. She didn’t mention her
father again, but did spin off into a monologue
of adoration aimed towards her ‘Mother in
Heaven, the Mother of God, my Comforter
to whom I pray.’ I introduced to her the
notion that ‘there is but one God and
one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus’ (1 Tim. 2:5). She listened
politely but was not convinced.

Some, on the other hand, are looking for
spiritual light elsewhere. After visiting a Roman
Catholic Cathedral and sensing the oppressive
sadness and hopelessness that pervades there,
a lady called Sandra told me of the ‘pretence of
dead religion’ but feared that she had nowhere
else to go. She has slipped into an existential
new-age mind-set and adopted pantheism to
pacify herself. We spoke for two hours and
considered many biblical texts together which
seemed to enthuse her.
Another day, due to car problems, I spoke
with a mechanic and his father, on two
separate journeys, about the fact that Jesus
sacrificed himself on the cross to pay the
penalty of sin for all who believe. With head
cocked to one side the mechanic asked me to
repeat the event three times, not because of
my accent, but because he was truly amazed at
never having heard the cross of Christ and his
sufficiency as Saviour explained before.
There is no doubt that Christ’s church shall
be built on the island of Madeira once more.
But when God gets busy, so does Satan. It
might be slow-going and fraught with trials,
but praise the Lord, Christ always wins! Why
not join us on the winning side? Could
God be moving you to come and live on
Madeira? However the Lord prompts you,
we hope to see you one day soon on the
island of Madeira, to join us in worshipping
Jesus alone, in a new church.

The island is still under a shroud of
spiritual darkness that cloaks the
population who look to human religion to
save instead of Christ
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FRANCE
Left: Place de la Bourse, central
Bordeaux
Below: James leading worship
Bottom: The church reﬂects the

A new church in

ethnic diversity of modern France

BORDEAUX
James Hammond has served in Bordeaux for four years, focussed
mainly on ministry to students through GBU (Groupes Bibliques
Universitaires). He has also been involved in Bordeaux Church, an
international church in Central Bordeaux. Now he has joined the
leadership of a new French church-plant in the centre of the city,
Eglise Bordeaux Chartrons. Here James tells the background to this
project, and what they have started
Why plant a new church in Bordeaux?
God continues to bless the nations through his Son
Jesus Christ. We read in Ephesians 1 that God’s
plan is to gather a people to celebrate his glorious
grace manifested to us in Christ. We believe that
this plan applies equally to Bordeaux, that there
are people in this city who will respond to the
gospel message and come to celebrate with us the
blessings that we have in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Bordeaux is a city where ‘life is good’ (une ville
où il fait bon vivre). The city enjoys a rich cultural
heritage, having been declared a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Once called la belle endormie (the
Sleeping Beauty), through ambitious urbanisation
projects it has been revitalised and transformed.
Bordeaux enjoys a warm climate. The gastronomy
is renowned, and of course, the city is famous
for its wine. Bordeaux has become synonymous
with la douceur de vivre (the good life). In short,
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Bordeaux is an attractive city that draws many to
set up home here.
The population has increased by ten per cent
annually since 1999. There are eight distinct
quarters and each one needs its own Christian
witness at the heart of the community. Given the
population density, we want to see new churches
planted in the heart of the city in the coming years.
The Bordelais need to hear the gospel, and what
better way to do this than to plant new churches.
Most churches are on the outskirts of Bordeaux,
leaving only three or four evangelical churches
in the centre. The CNEF (Conseil National des
Evangéliques de France) judges that to reach the
whole of France with the gospel, we need to aim
for one evangelical church per 10,000 inhabitants.
That means another 21-22 new churches just
for the 250,000 inhabitants of central Bordeaux!
Please pray with us that there would new churches
HERALD JANUARY 2019 17
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The church meets in a cafe with a very bordelais ambience

planted for each of the eight quarters.
Bordeaux is culturally attractive and growing,
and too few people have heard of Jesus. Despite
its beauty and charm, the city is still spiritually
asleep. The people need to know that the true
‘good life’ is found ultimately in Christ. Bordeaux
still needs to wake up.
Eglise Bordeaux Chartrons
Bordeaux Church, the International Church, has
always wanted to be a catalyst for new churchplants. This is the first one, partnering with
Maxime and Demelza Soumagnas who moved
to Bordeaux last January to plant a church
with us.
Maxime became a Christian as a teenager
through missionaries in the south of France. He
then studied at Bordeaux University where he was
involved in ministry with Alan and Pat Davey. He
headed to the UK to get some more training and
ended up working with international students in
Cambridge (with Friends International). He then
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moved to London to work at Helen’s Bishopsgate
while doing the Cornhill Training Course as well
as leading international ministry at Euston Church.
Maxime met Demelza at St Helen’s and they got
married in 2011. Demelza had studied French
at university and spent a year in Paris working
with the GBU. They both felt called to come
back to France. Maxime studied at the Belgian
Bible Institute in Brussels before completing an
internship in Paris. They then came to Bordeaux,
having seen the lack of gospel churches for such
a big and growing population. They have a heart
for evangelism and for training students and young
Christians.
Our first move was to form a core group, made
up mostly of French people from the international
church. We held eight meetings last April and
May where we prayed and discussed our vision
and strategy. During the summer we looked for
a venue, only to be discouraged by systematic
refusals by people who were uncomfortable with
having a church meeting in their building. Near

Maxime preaching

the end of August, the Lord provided a place for
us in a small cafe-restaurant called ‘So-good’. It
was perfect! It could seat up to 60-70 people,
depending on how one arranges the chairs
and tables.
We began our meetings on 23 September with
a core group of twelve. We arranged the chairs
and tables so that people could sit in groups
of four or five. There were at least twenty who
attended, mostly from Bordeaux Church, but a
few visitors as well, including relatives of church
members. We printed off sermon outlines to help
people take notes and added a follow-up question
intended to create conversations about the
sermon content. We have also tried to organise
an informal gathering after church - a picnic by
the river or a light lunch at someone’s apartment designed to help us create community and deepen
our relationship with one another.
Maxime and I worked hard on creating a
sermon series in Mark entitled Zoom sur Jésus
(a close up of Jesus). We believe firmly that it’s

the gospel that saves and that it’s the gospel that
edifies. We don’t start with the gospel and then
move on to something else. We preach it in a way
that invites seekers to trust in Christ, while at the
same time showing Christians that it’s through
the gospel that we grow and bear fruit. We’ve
endeavoured to make our services and sermons
accessible to those who know very little about the
church and Jesus.
We recently started Bible studies in 1 Peter on
the theme ‘How to live counter-culturally as a
Christian in the world.’ We want to form and train
the people God has given us to be witnesses for
Christ in their daily life.
There is still lots of work to do and lots of
challenges to overcome. Please pray for our
visibility as a new church in the city, that we would
be involved in city life and be ambassadors for
Christ to those living around us. Pray for us as we
seek to train and equip young Christians to reach
out to their friends with the gospel, whether at
university or at work.
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held in October 2017
providing a church with a venue,
cemented the power of
publishing religious materials, using
President Xi, and this crackdown has
a home for a religious group, taking the name
come in its wake.
‘Pastor’ or studying theology.
Technically speaking, Article 36 of the Chinese
There have been well-documented attacks
Constitution guarantees that ‘Citizens of the
on a number of churches. Reuters news agency
People’s Republic of China enjoy freedom of
reported in September 2018 that Zion Church in
religious belief…The state protects normal
Beijing had been threatened with eviction.
religious activities.’ However, it also
One of the largest unregistered
adds, ‘No one may make use of
churches with a congregation
religion to engage in activities
‘We call on
of 1500, it was told that
that disrupt public order,
the
government
to
it must install twentyimpair the health of
four CCTV cameras
citizens or interfere
respect history and the
‘for security’ in the
with the educational
current situation of house
main auditorium, but
system of the state.’
As unregistered
churches, respect the means and the church leaders
refused. As a result,
churches have
practices of religious work, and
members were
been thriving and
contacted in their
spreading, their
respect citizens’ basic freedoms
workplace, at home
success has become
and rights to believe.’
or by phone, asking
seen as a threat to
them to promise not to
the state.
– letter to the Chinese
go to church.
In his speech to
government from Beijing
The South China
the Party Congress in
underground pastors
Morning Post, reporting in
2017, President Xi called on
August last year, described how
churches to ‘interpret religious

GROWING
PRESSURES
ON THE
CHINESE
CHURCH
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a church in Henan province was visited by the
police, and as frightened worshippers dispersed,
they ordered that a cross and Bible verses be
taken down. They demanded that all services
cease until every member and the church itself
had been officially registered. The church had
only just opened its building, with room for 200
worshippers.
In other moves, the government has banned
the online sale of Bibles, and has used other
legislation such as fire regulations to do
unannounced inspections of schools where they
suspect a Christian ethos is being taught. A key
strategy is to try to ensure that children do not
imbibe the gospel from their parents. It is now
illegal to take a child to church.
The large majority of China’s Christians
are Protestant, but twelve million Chinese are
Catholic. Controversially, in September the
Vatican struck a deal with the Chinese authorities,
agreeing that in future the Chinese state will
nominate future Catholic bishops to serve in
China, but they will then need Vatican approval.

Reuters reported the Catholic Church in China as
saying it would ‘persevere to walk a path suited
to a socialist society, under the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party.’
While the Chinese Government wants all
churches to ‘sinicise’, this is about more than
becoming culturally Chinese, which all Christians
would agree with. It is about submitting to the
authority of the ruling party at all costs.
Where does this leave the underground
churches? The larger groups are being intimidated
and broken up, but small groups can become
more fragile than they are already. Pray for
leaders in the underground churches as they seek
to pastor their ﬂock through such intimidation
and interference. Pray that sound biblical
training will be able to continue away from state
surveillance. Most of all, pray that this wave of
persecution will serve only to make Christians
stronger in their faith and more determined to
spread the gospel across China, and that many
will want to seek out these churches because of
their authentic faith.
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GBMLit

Literature changes
– the end of a chapter

GBM has been involved
in literature ministry
since our missionaries
were serving in India in
the 1960s. Since 1981,
we have had a full-time
Literature Coordinator,
whose ministry has
focussed on publishing
and sending free books to
pastors in the Developing
World. This has had a
wide inﬂuence on the
ministry of many pastors.
However, circumstances
have required us to make
a signiﬁcant change
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GBMLit closes
Over the past year, we have
conducted a thorough
review of all our activities,
looking to see where costs
can be reduced in our central
operations. In particular,
we have focussed on areas
where there is an imbalance
between expenditure and
designated income. As a result
the trustees (Mission Council)
have agreed that it is wise
for all GBM’s work to be put
on a long-term sustainable
basis. This means that some
difficult decisions have had
to be made. One area where
running costs far exceed
support is GBM’s literature
ministry. At first we sought
to reduce overheads and to
raise extra support. However,
this made little impact, and
so it was decided by Mission

Council that with deep regret
the literature distribution
ministry would cease by the
end of 2018, and that Kester
Putman would leave the role
of Literature Coordinator. This
was by no means an easy
decision to make.
Kester says, ‘I have had
the privilege of overseeing
a project that has sourced
thousands of titles each year,
for Bible teachers in more
than seventy countries. I
have enjoyed collaborative
partnerships with projects
across the developing world,
and worked alongside
some great colleagues here
in the UK. A significant
encouragement has been
to read notes from
appreciative recipients,
delighted with literature
that helps them in their

Kester (right) with his predecessor, Maciek Stolarski

work’. Following his role with
GBM, Kester is moving to
work with a trust that provides
ministry training for the Farsispeaking world.
Many will be aware that
Kester has also been through
very trying family circumstances.
Daryl Jones, GBM Mission
Director, says, ‘In all of this
we must pay special tribute to
Kester who has laboured under
some great difficulties and has
responded to this decision with
grace. Our hearts go out to him
with the home call of Nicola.
We are so pleased that he is
going to a new work in the field
of mission. And the legacy of
the literature sent will continue
beyond all our time with GBM”.
The changing world of
literature ministry
Over the lifetime of GBM’s

literature ministry, an increasing
range of other literature
ministries have developed as
well as newer technologies that
are distributing literature across
the world. Indeed, GBMLit
has partnered with a number
of these ministries. Many of
these groups sell their books
in the countries where they
work, and it is less helpful to
them for us to be sending
our books to individuals
in those countries free of
charge. We will continue
to encourage ministries that
place appropriate literature in
the hands of Bible teachers
across the world, and indeed
many of our own missionaries
are already involved in this in
different ways.
The GBM Radio team will
continue to produce and send
out radio booklets related to

their programmes, and these
have a wide circulation. A
number of other missionaries,
such as Malcolm and Ruth
Firth in Latvia and Andrzej
and Monika Kempczyński
in Poland, are involved in
translating books into local
languages. Graham and Sally
Jones sell books at many
events in Western Kenya,
while Evangelical Literature
Incorporated in Manila has
a valued ministry across the
Philippines.
#Books4pastors project
We are very grateful for
those who have been
regular supporters of our
#Books4pastors project. This
came to a close at the end of
2018, and all supporters have
been contacted regarding
their support.
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Easter rock outreach

Adam and Julia Laughton

#TitusOneFive
and Pure Church
Nigel and Lucy Hoad

Grace Community
Church, Ebbsﬂeet
How would you like to live
in ‘Heaven on earth’? Well,
if you read the advertising
from Ebbsﬂeet Development
Corporation, you might imagine
that heaven can be found
in North Kent, just off the
A2! Ebbsﬂeet Garden City is
(apparently) a ‘healthy town’,
with convenient links to London,
and is full of happy people, living
in quality homes. The reality is not
quite the same – Ebbsﬂeet is a
town of middle-class sinners who
need Jesus.
You may recall that the
‘Gateway Project’ began as a
house-based church-planting
initiative of the Association of

Grace Baptist Churches (South
East). It began ‘on the ground’
in 2011 when Adam and Julia
Laughton moved into Gravesend
to begin evangelistic outreach.
From the start we have sought
to build meaningful relationships
with neighbours, with a view
to sharing the gospel, mostly
through personal evangelism.
We had seen a small number of
conversions, although the work
remained small and fragile.
In December 2016 Nigel and
Lucy Hoad moved into a house
in Ebbsﬂeet. As well as forging
new friendships with neighbours,
they have set up a regular craft
group to which a number of
people come. Nigel has also been
involved in the local residents
association and has been asked to

get involved as a local councillor!
In February of this year, the
six founder members of ‘Grace
Community Church, Ebbsﬂeet’
met to formally constitute as a
church. What a joy to share the
Lord’s Supper together and to
commit ourselves to our church
covenant. But we also rejoice that
we’re not alone in this venture.
We have been wonderfully
supported by Hope Church,
Gravesend and Hayes Lane Baptist
Church, both of whom provide
people to support us in the work.
One particularly encouraging
initiative was our ‘Easter Rock’
outreach. This involved hiding
rocks, painted as sheep, around
the neighbourhood, and asking
people to ‘help us find our lost
sheep.’ Families could bring the

What a joy to share the Lord’s Supper together and to
commit ourselves to our church covenant
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rock to Nigel and Lucy’s house
for a reward (plus they keep the
rock as a decoration!). We found
it was a great alternative to just
giving out literature on its own,
and it brought a positive response
from the community. We’re
hoping to repeat something
similar for Christmas.
It’s not all been plain sailing:
Nigel probably holds the record
for the shortest time as a school
governor. After being asked to
speak at an assembly on the
real meaning of Easter, a small
number of parents complained
and Nigel was asked to step
down. Please pray that those
who were offended at the simple
gospel presentation Nigel gave
would be convicted of their sin
and saved!
Since constituting, we’ve
seen one baptism, and a small
number of Christians seeking
membership. This is very

encouraging, but our great
burden is to see local residents
converted and joining. Please
note: the order of conversion
and then joining is important –
we’ve held a number of public
events in the local community
centre, to which no unsaved
local residents have come! This
is the way of things in twentyfirst century UK, it seems. We
believe that the most fruitful
evangelistic approaches for us
here will be personal relationships
and evangelism, leading to
conversations and one-to-one
Bible studies etc.
Please pray for us as we seek
for more ways to create regular
and meaningful contacts with
our non-Christian friends and
neighbours.
Adam and Julia Laughton
Nigel and Lucy Hoad

Over the past two years
a conversation has been
developing among a number
of Grace Baptist leaders. A
group of us were concerned
about the spiritual health and
direction of Grace Baptist
churches in the UK. We are a
group of between 200 and 300
churches, some affiliated to a
regional association while more
are happy to be completely
independent. In the last thirty
years we haven’t been good at
training our own leaders, and
so we have tended to recruit
pastors from other church
groupings who don’t have a
Grace Baptist understanding of
church. It is also true to say that
a traditional understanding of a
Grace Baptist church has been
clear about ‘practice’ but thin
on the biblical principles behind
it. We realised that a wider
conversation was needed about
the health and growth of our
churches.
Fifteen of us met together in
Highbury in June 2017, where
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What shall we do
this summer?
Bordeau

x

David Skull launches Pure Church at GBM Annual Mission Day 2019

Bobby Jameson led two sessions
on baptism, membership and
the Lord’s Supper and how they
shape the church, and particularly
the place that church membership
has in whole-church discipleship
and whole-church evangelism.
John Benton also gave two
papers on ‘Have Grace Baptist
churches had their day?’ and
‘How do Grace Baptist churches
impact the culture?’ Out of this
gathering came some working
groups, one of which drew up
a statement of Grace Baptist
church principles, now known as
the TitusOneFive statement. This
reaffirms the biblical connection
between conversion, baptism,
church membership and the
Lord’s Supper in ten principles.
Another group edited a
book, Pure Church, which
expounds these principles, a
different author writing each
chapter.
Grace Baptist churches are
often seen as churches that
just have a separatist hang-up
26 HERALD JANUARY 2019

about admitting people to the
Lord’s Supper. The book sets
out to show that our principles
run much deeper than that. We
see the importance of the local
church as the place where the
gospel is made visible. Conversion
not only brings us to faith in
Christ, it unites us together
in his body, as symbolised in
baptism, and this is expressed by
belonging to the local church. It is
in the local church that we make
disciples, and when disciples stray
and sin grievously, it is right to
exercise church discipline. The
Lord’s Supper is a public sign that
expresses our union together in
Christ and his death for us. If it
becomes a purely individual act
between us and God, it has lost
its rich biblical meaning.
Pure Church was launched at
GBM Annual Mission Day last
October, and has already sold half
its first print run. It has become
obvious that there is widespread
enthusiasm for this project among
Grace Baptist churches, and some

FIEC churches. #TitusOneFive is
an initiative that brings together
church leaders and Grace Baptist
organisations to do other
things as well. We want to
run local reading groups for
pastors, who meet together
regularly to discuss a series
of books on the doctrine and
practice of local churches. We
want to publish more books and
maybe a study guide as well,
with the help of our partners at
Grace Publications, so that local
churches can use them in their
discipleship. We also want to be
a catalyst for a bigger discussion
about training for ministry,
because healthy churches need
leaders who are well equipped
for the task of ministry, whether
that training be in the context
of a college or a local church. To
find out more, including where
to buy the book, and to catch up
on regular blog posts, go to our
website:
www.titusoneﬁve.org.uk
Jim Sayers

S

erving on an Envision team is a great opportunity
to grow in Christ, reach out to others and to learn
what it is like to serve God in another culture.
Experience mission outside your comfort zone,
working alongside long-term missionaries or local churches
and seeing their work at first hand.
Bordeaux Team 13-20 April 2019
A week working with Bordeaux Church to run a bilingual
Holiday Bible Club and other outreach events to reach
internationals. Fluency in French is an advantage but not
essential.
Estimated cost £300. Applications for this team closed at the
end of December, but if you are interested, do contact us
urgently to see if there is any late availability on the team.

Poland

Poland Team 27 July – 3 August 2019
A week-long team in Legionowo, helping Andrzej and
Monika Kempczyński run a Holiday Bible Club and reach out
to their town. Estimated cost £480.
Closing date: 5 April 2019

Italy

Italy Team – 29 June – 8 July 2019
A week-long team to work with three Baptist churches in
Rome, helping these churches with their outreach. The ability
to speak Italian is an advantage but not essential. Estimated
cost: £400.
Closing date: 5 April 2019
OneHundredFold Team – 8-19 July 2019
Work with OneHundredFold and GBM Radio to learn how
to build a recording kit, and then record an audio book.
Estimated cost £400 (includes equipment which you keep).
Closing date: 26 April 2019

OneHun

dredFold

Briefings for each team can be downloaded from our website:
gbm.org.uk/envision
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I WANT TO SUPPORT GRACE BAPTIST MISSION

GBM

Pray for Paris
weekend
A group of friends from Grace
Baptist churches travelled with
Tom Forryan to Paris for a Pray
for Paris weekend. Tom writes:
‘All of us involved felt that God
blessed our first Pray for Paris
weekend. Ten of us from six
different churches visited the
city over the weekend of 9-11
November. A particularly sobering
feature of the weekend was a talk
and guided tour of the sites of the
St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre,
arguably still deeply significant

GBM
REGIONAL
EVENTS

2019

NAME
ADDRESS

COUNTRY
EMAIL

for evangelism in France even
today. A more positive highlight
was provided by a serving church
leader who gave us details of
five different churches started
in Paris over the last five years,
with aspirations for several more
- we thank God. On the Sunday
morning we separated out to visit
various different churches, giving
us a glimpse of evangelical church
life in Paris which touched our
hearts with the desire to pray and
support our brothers and sisters in
this huge mission field.
Here are some comments
from those who came this year:
‘I thought the weekend was
brilliant - really well organised, a
great group of people, interesting
and relevant information.’ ‘I
hope you will run this again.
There was evidence of churches
working together in Paris for the
gospel, and it would be wonderful
to encourage UK churches to
partner in prayer with our French
brethren, and maybe to serve in
France.’
There may be a second Pray for

Wiltshire Mission Day
Saturday 23 March, 3:00pm
Providence Baptist Church,
Tower Hill,
Westbury, BA13 3SP
Andrew Cook
Graham and Sally Jones

POSTCODE

Paris weekend in November 2019.
If you are interested in coming,
please email:
tomforryan@yahoo.co.uk.
No knowledge of French is
needed.

PLEASE USE MY GIFT:
❐ Wherever the need is greatest

❐ For the designated support of

Cambridgeshire Mission Day
Saturday 27 April
Whittlesey Baptist Church
Gracious Street
Whittlesey, PE7 1AR

❐ I have set up an online standing order with my bank to
pay £
on the
(day) of
(month) and then
monthly/quarterly/annually thereafter.

(PLEASE SPECIFY)

A door closed
As many supporters of GBM
will be aware, in August 2017
we were able to partner with
one of our member churches in
sending a couple, P and M, to
serve in a new ministry in the
Horn of Africa. They spent a year
in language study and doing
the necessary work to set up a
business-as-mission enterprise
among an unreached people
group. Sadly the significant
investment needed to launch the
enterprise was not forthcoming,
and they have had to return
home. Pray for them as they
continue to resettle in the UK, and
pray for new opportunities to be
found to bring the gospel to the
unreached people groups of many
African countries.

PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER
❐ I have made an online transfer/bank deposit of £
(amount) on |
|
|
| (date)

Grace Baptist Mission CIO account:
HSBC, Abingdon
Sort code 40-08-10 Account number:

PAY BY CHEQUE
I enclose a cheque for:
£
made payable to
Grace Baptist Mission CIO

71100335

STANDING ORDER FORM
❐ I have downloaded a GBM standing order form from the
GBM website:
www.gbm.org.uk/finance/STANDING_ORDER_FORM.pdf
and I have completed this and sent it to my bank.

ver
quistius net iduci totat volum res ad quation sequata numquia que
perferi a dolo diam cum ipsam ani simus et velecto et offic totat ut
tatempe por modit exces at labore volum, odipsam hil ipsae
autem fuga. Natur, non prepers peribeatest, odis pelis etureic
Labor asi blabore comnis dellacipid ulparciis eos volestiisqui ullent
veriorunt et estotatur? Aquidel illorep uditatendi natquatus.
ratis untinih illam, voluptatur simil maioreprem. Udam ipsa

❐ I do not require an
acknowledgement of this gift

❐ I enclose a copy of this form for GBM’s records.

GIFT AID DECLARATION
❐ I wish GBM to claim gift aid on all donations I make to GBM. I confirm I have paid or will pay an
amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least
equal to the amount of tax that will be reclaimed on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that
other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of
tax on every £1 that I give.
SIGNED

DATE

Please notify Grace Baptist Mission if you:
· Want to cancel this declaration · Change your name or home address
· No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO
Grace Baptist Mission CIO 12 Abbey Close, Abingdon-on-Thames, Oxon, OX14 3JD
Or scan and email to infodesk@gbm.org.uk
Grace Baptist Mission CIO - Registered charity No: 1157506
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ANNUAL MISSION DAY 2018

A

crowd of some 700 people
gathered at the Renewal Centre in
Solihull for GBM’s Annual Mission
Day on 27 October. The theme of
the day was ‘Every people, every
nation’, looking at the needs of unreached
people groups, the major focus in the main
presentation at 3:00pm. You can watch the
introductory video on the homepage of the
GBM website. Missionaries from three different
continents gave presentations on their work.
During the lunch break, the new #TitusOneFive
group launched their new book Pure Church
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(see page 25). In the final session, we said
farewell to Jonathan and Cathy Bayes as they
move to a new ministry in Derbyshire, and to
Kester Putman as he moves on from GBMLit.
David Campbell from North Preston Evangelical
Church preached movingly on Acts 23:11 and
the promise of the triumph of Christ’s plan even
through the most discouraging of circumstances.
The offering taken up in the final session totalled
£14,913, for which we thank God. If you missed
Annual Mission Day this year, or you have never
been before, make a date for next year: Saturday
26 October in London.

ANNUAL MISSION DAY 2018
David Campbell pre

aching

GBM’s Annual
Mission Day 2018
filled the Renewal
Centre in Solihull for
a day focussed on the
needs of unreached
people groups across
the world. See Page
30-31 for details
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