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Cover photo: Sukesh Pabari in Kawangware township

Perhaps, for you, it doesn’t seem that way
right now. Unimaginable atrocities are
happening around the world, especially
in North Africa and the Middle East.
Across the world people live in bondage
to deities of their own imagination who
have enslaved them in hopelessness.
People are trapped in many types of
addiction, poverty, domestic violence or
state violence. Others live in comfortable,
self-centred apathy. The flawed ‘Equality
Agenda’ has placed citizen against citizen
so that, instead of harmony, we have
discord, hurt and persecution.

and the gospel alone that would radically
change lives. Paul saw days of decline
and darkness as days of opportunity, and
we can see, looking through the lens of
history, how effective the gospel has been,
and is being, across the globe.
Only the gospel can change killers into
peacemakers. Only the gospel can break
addictions. Only the gospel can bring
true harmony to a broken home. Only the
gospel can bring hope to a single mother
trapped in abject poverty. The gospel is the
only power that can change your ‘nice’
neighbour into a saved neighbour, living no
But it was into such a world that the ‘Light longer for self but for Jesus.
of the world’ burst forth, exposing sin and
So, days of opportunity, absolutely!
liberating men, women, boys and girls to the And our task, just as it was in Paul’s day,
joy of knowing and serving Jesus, offering
is to preach this gospel to every ‘tribe and
the certain hope of living eternally with him, tongue.’
the ‘bright morning Star’.
It is often said that we are living in
We speak of the glorious gospel of free
‘Romans 1’ days. Yet what does Paul say
grace, ‘the power of God for salvation’.
to us, right in the very middle of Romans
Glorious is the grace of God, considering
1:16? ‘…the gospel is the power of
that without it no one within a closed
God for the salvation of everyone who
world would be able to break free and
believes…’
know any kind of liberty by their own
In every corner of the world, countless
efforts.
souls are coming to faith in Jesus Christ
The apostle Paul, writing to a problem
and experiencing his power to break their
church seeking to live in and witness to a
bonds of sin, who then, in their own
pagan world, could speak of their day as
tongue, cry out ‘worthy is the Lamb who
being ‘…the day of salvation’ (2 Cor. 6:2).
was slain for me.’
In fact, if you read on in the chapter you
Our missionaries serve, frequently against
will see the personal cost Paul experienced, various hindrances, yet confident in the
in bringing the gospel to such a world.
power of God….the gospel.
It cost him dear, yet nothing moved him
from the conviction that it was the gospel
Trevor Condy, GBM Council Chairman
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In every corner
of the world,
countless souls
are coming to
faith in Jesus
Christ and
experiencing
his power to
break their
bonds of sin
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Our
years
in
Sixteen years ago Sukesh and Jenny Pabari first went to
serve in Kenya. God has sustained them through tough
times, and they now consider their work in Kawangware
township to be done. Jenny reflects on their early years,
and the growth of the work they leave behind
Where have I come to? This was my first thought
as I drove from Jomo Kenyatta International
Airport along dusty, grey, pot-holed roads to our
new home in Donholm Estate, Nairobi. Early in
the morning after a night flight with two twoyear olds and a three year old is not the best time
to see a new country! This was sixteen years
ago when President Moi was still president, and
where had we come to? A developing country of
course: Kenya.
We met with a warm reception at our new
home. Polished floors, essential furniture in place
and water boiled for us. We ate a meal and felt
better.
It is quite a bewildering experience moving
continents. All the packing up at one end, then
arriving and the disorientation and physical
weakness after the journey. Greeting the new
church family in a definite position of weakness!
Saying jumbled greetings and thanks, no old
friends or family near; trying not to appear too
awkward or foolish.
For the first few weeks we found ourselves
hard pressed on every side by people who wanted
something out of us – money, employment, favours
of all kinds. Gradually we got to know the more

respectable members of the church too and those
who actually attend church for spiritual reasons!
We felt we were transported back to the 1950s,
church going being part of social respectability, and
having basic home facilities to match.
And so began our term of missionary service
abroad. Those who have known Nigel and
Margaret Lacey will be pleased that it was they
who so efficiently housed us and organised
everything for us as we settled down in Kenya.
They later went on to service in Zambia and then
East Ham.
Sukesh worked for the church in Donholm
for ten years as a Bible teacher and evangelist,
lecturing on the Pastors’ Training Course and
leading Bible studies among the Rendille people
and others in the Kijiji shanty town near the
church. He went on trips to Rendille in northern
Kenya where a church was planted in Korr which
continues meeting to this day. Over those ten years
I enjoyed fellowship with the ladies of the church,
especially on a Thursday morning at our ladies Bible
study. I taught pre-schoolers and read with the
children in a local kindergarten and did assemblies
as my own children moved from kindergarten into
the local primary school.

Left: The township of Kawangware Above Sukesh and Jenny in 1998
[4]
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The years passed imperceptibly
without the change of seasons
really altering the pace of life.

Top: Kawangware township
Left: Sukesh chats with folk in the street, with David Higham
(left) in 2005
Below, left: After the 2010 fire, the remains of a pastors’
training manual lie in the ruins poignantly revealing: ‘A new
heaven and a new earth’.
Below: The 2010 fire - the building was razed to the ground
Bottom, left: (left to right) Jenny, Asha, Kiran and Roshen
in 2005
Bottom, right: (left to right) - Kiran, Sukesh, Roshen, Jenny
and Asha Pabari in 2012
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The years passed imperceptibly without the
change of seasons really altering the pace of life.
Life is a bit more of a struggle in Kenya than in
the UK, with small jobs taking up one’s time and
dirt and dust creating a massive amount of work.
Christmas is not the season it is in the UK and no
one seems to know Christmas carols.
In 2007 we moved across the city to a higher
elevation, a newer flat and a new church plant in
the shanty area of Kawangware, a bustling little
market centre just outside the city limits. This is
how Injili Bible Church, Kawangware came into
being. Kawangware is an unsafe place at night
but welcoming in the daytime with its markets and
corrugated iron housing. A team of eighteen of
us sought to plant a biblical church in the centre
of the township. At first we met in a school for
Sunday worship and held a children’s club in a
rented room. Later, with the help of churches
in the UK we bought a property with a wooden
house and a small amount of land and started
regular meetings and activities. In December 2010
the wooden structure was burnt to the ground in
a fire caused by poor wiring and very hot weather
conditions. Thankfully no one was harmed and
we soon started meetings again under makeshift
shelters.
2011 was a year of blessing as ladies joined the
church, brought in through the ladies’ fellowship
which met in homes in Kawangware. Others
also joined the church through other ministries
and fourteen were added to the church, twelve
through baptism. The church building was rebuilt
using corrugated iron to avoid a future risk of fire.
The ladies meeting thrived and children’s work
increased. The church has faced its problems and
struggles but has continued. At present the ladies
fellowship meets each Thursday and is now led by
Salome Masunga with some ten ladies attending
and with the teaching in Swahili. The men also
meet on Thursday now for Bible study when some
ten to twelve men from the local area attend.
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2014

On Fridays there is a pastors’ training course for
local men from Kawangware who are seeking to
understand the Bible better. Some have joined the
church and are now teaching on the course.
Three times a year the church compound is
alive with 200 children of all ages as Injili Bible
Church holds its Holiday Bible School. The children
are given lunch every day and receive daily Bible
teaching.
We thank God for his goodness to us and to
the church in Nairobi and Kenya as a whole over
the last sixteen years. The church in Kawangware
has slowly grown in numbers and maturity over
the last six years despite setbacks at times and we
praise God for its preservation in that area of cults
and darkness.
Now that we have returned to the UK, what
are the prayer requests for Injili Bible Church and
for Kenya as a whole?
Please pray for Joseph and Salome Masunga as
they continue to lead the church in Kawangware.
Please pray for the able team of local people who
are supporting them and please pray that the word
of God will go forth into the community to change
lives in this dark area of Nairobi.
Please pray for the ongoing Swahili literature
ministry. Over the last six years some forty books
have been translated into Swahili and these are
being distributed into various parts of Kenya,
Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, DRC and wherever
the Swahili language is used. Please pray that this
ministry would continue to thrive and more pastors
will be able to read good Christian literature in
their own language.
Please pray for peace in Kenya and remember
constantly in prayer all the people who as
individuals and small groups are trying to promote
biblical Christianity in that country. Local pastors
are often very poor in the things of this world
and missionaries often feel quite isolated. Please
pray that those Kenyan Christians who are better
off materially or are more educated will see their
responsibility to the church in Kenya.
Sukesh has become pastor of Clevedon Evangelical
Church in North Somerset. Pray for them as they
seek to grow this small church. All three children
will be at University from this autumn.
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PERU

In April this year, a team of four
of us had the opportunity to go
to Peru for nine weeks: Fiona,
Rachel, Elizabeth and me. We
visited missionaries Anthony and
Roxy Green and Ronnie and Rocio
Tipismana in Arequipa, as well as
Megan Addison. We then flew
up to Lima to work with Daniel
Caballero, before taking the bus
through the mountains to see
Sarah Clay in Huaraz.

Arequipa
Anthony and Roxy work
alongside a lady in the church,
Lucresia, to reach the people in
a shanty town, Villa Magisterial.
They have a women’s service on
a Sunday and children’s clubs
during the week. Fiona is an
experienced seamstress so we
had a series of eight sewing
classes, where Fiona showed
the women how to makes skirts
and trousers, and we also shared
testimony and scripture with
them. The group were able to
learn a skill that perhaps can help
them in the future to provide for
their families. It was an amazing
opportunity, and Lucresia shared
encouraging stories, saying
that by the end of our time
the women were asking more
[8]

as we handed out tracts around
the church and invited people
to special Easter services at the
church in Simon Bolivar.

questions about how to get to
know the Lord better.
Ronnie, the co-pastor and his
wife Rocio do a similar work in
other shanty towns. We travelled
with them to San Pedro, high on
a hill outside the city, and helped
with a children’s outreach. We
discovered near the end of the
trip that Ronnie would not only
do this work every week but
wake up at 4 a.m. that day to
travel to another shanty town
four hours away to run a similar
work with children and an adult
service. He would often visit
people from the church on the
way back into town. Their burden
to reach the lost in places where
they don’t have the gospel is
such a drive for this couple and
a challenge as they use all that
they have.
Easter week was an eyeopener to the nation’s spiritual
state, with their processions and
‘celebrations’. They would focus
on the suffering of Christ, and
parade huge statues of Mary
round the city and pay homage
to their local saints. Arequipa
is primarily Catholic and most
people are held in it like a vice
that stops them from hearing
the gospel of grace. We saw this

Lima
Lima was so different in
landscape and spiritual life,
with a European feel, as well
as contrasts: the centre with its
growing wealth; the giant shanty
towns, some built on landfill. In
Lima, Daniel Cabellero took us
round many different mission
works in the capital, from church
planting to children’s outreach,
Christian orphanages, women
and children’s support centres.
We used the Bible to teach
English to students and Peruvian
missionaries.

Megumi Aoki, team
leader on this year’s
Envision Team, reports
on their time in Peru.

1 The team, left to right, Megumi, Rachel, Elizabeth and Fiona
2 The mountain church near Huaras, with the sheep that came to church
3 The team say farewell to Arequipa, with Ronny and Rocio on the left, and
Roxy and Anthony on the right
4 With Daniel in El Salvador shanty town, Lima

Huaras
Huaraz is a beautiful mountain
town, the most stunning place
I’ve seen. We met Sarah Clay
and the Rainbow Association
she works with there, and it was
great seeing the work she does
with street boys, as well as the
outreach done in the remote
mountain villages. A mountain
church we attended was the
picture of traditional Peru, from
the way they dressed to the
Quechua language, and the
sheep that a lady brought with
her to the service!
It was a rich experience for the
whole team. We met so many
people who were such a blessing
and challenge to us as we saw
mission work in so many different
contexts. It was a privilege to see
people living the gospel so clearly
and practically.
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Changes in
From left: The team from Agape who
came to Bordeaux in 2009; Above:
Fiona (right) with Nicky and Abigail,
volunteers in 2011-12; Below, left:
Café Philo, a discussion evening in
a local café. Each evening centres
around one of life’s big questions
and aims to lead students to discuss
the gospel; Below, right: Using the
Soularium photos in street evangelism
during September 2010.

Fiona Steward is
leaving Bordeaux, having
served there in the
student ministry since
2005. Here she reflects
on what God has done
in that time, and what
the next step is for her

NOVEMBER 2005 – Arrived in Bordeaux to

2008 – A year marked by growth among the

work alongside Carol Liddiard (UFM) in the student
ministry. Learnt so much from her about prayer,
faithfulness and serving. Many discovery Bible
studies took place with Chinese students.

Christian students through the midweek Bible
study and one-to-ones. An increasing desire
among them to learn, pray and serve.

provision of a café. Provision of a free room
from town council in Bordeaux centre for English
lessons. Short-termer’s large flat used for Bible
studies. Discipleship triplets started up.

2009 – Arrival of the first short-termer: Liz

2011 – The special year! Two short-termers

Richards, which started a wave of short-termers!
It made a huge difference to pray, prepare and
carry the work with someone else. Agape Campus
helped us organize our first Café Philo and
introduced us to photo surveys (mysoularium.com).

shared a flat providing an excellent base for
the student ministry. Greater focus on prayer
throughout the week and specific times of prayer
in the year. Many wonderful answers! More
French contacts than ever before through English
lessons and Café Philo leading to evangelistic
Bible studies on demand with six French people!
Thrilling gospel opportunities in every aspect of the
work. Profession of faith of Pierre sadly followed
by him turning back.

2006 – Carol retired and passed the work on
to me. Conversion of Chinese student Sen:
WONDERFUL beyond words! A staunch atheist
who devoured the Word, he went on to lead
the Chinese group and saw many other Chinese
converts and baptisms.

2007 – Ongoing ministry among the Chinese and
also Muslim students. Some wonderful gospel
opportunities through Bible studies.
[10]
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2010 – Had to stop using the student centre
due to increased rent. Focus on reaching the
French: Café Philo in place fortnightly to provide
a springboard for deeper discussion. Marvellous
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2014
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Interview: Jean Ellis

It is hard to
leave the
work and
students I
have loved
so much,
but I cannot
deny or
resist the
Lord’s hand
in this.

2012 – Even greater focus on prayer.
Great team of Christian students to help;
events organized to build friendships and
show Christ’s love. Wonderful evangelistic
Bible studies with Muslims!

2013 – Even more time given to personal
prayer. More emphasis on friendship
evangelism through meals and coffee
dates. Joy of doing Uncover Bible studies
with students including Maeva, after three
years of her scepticism and resistance!

2014 - I began a six month sabbatical in
March, with short-termers, Grace Pooley
and Emily Harle, able to continue the
work until the end of the academic year.

Above:
Fiona at her
commissioning
in 2005 with her
then pastor in
Ramsey, David
Woodard

My service in Bordeaux is coming to an
end as the Lord has led me back to the
UK for a period of ministry among women
and in schools with the Heath Evangelical
Church in Cardiff from October. I will
visit Bordeaux in September to help James
Hammond in orientation. It is hard to
leave the work and students I have loved
so much, but I cannot deny or resist the
Lord’s hand in this. I know that he will
continue the work he has begun and that
his promise stands sure:

A new chapter starts
James Hammond plans to be moving to Bordeaux
in August. Having returned to his native Canada to
obtain a visa, he will be moving into his apartment,
God willing, about the time you read this, ready for
the new academic year. He has a number of things
he wants to focus on in Bordeaux.
First, he plans on working with pre-existing student
ministries. One will be with the Uni in Bordeaux,
and the other in Toulouse – a city east of Bordeaux.
The student ministry in Toulouse has invited James
to learn and serve with them bi-weekly. This is an

[12]

‘Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not
keep silent, for I am with you and no one
will attack you to hurt you, for I have
many people in this city.’ Acts 18:9-10.
This promise stayed with me throughout
my time in Bordeaux.
I really can’t begin to thank those of
you who fought with me in prayer over
the years. You have faithfully stood by
me and loved me in ways that I find
overwhelming. I am very conscious that
we did this work together and that it was
accomplished mostly in prayer. May the
Lord encourage you greatly through these
words of Ted Donnelly:
Those who honour me I will honour. We
see very few results, but we know God
accomplishes his purposes. When you
get to glory, how many surprises will
you receive of all that the Lord has done
through you and you never imagined it…
weak feeble prayers from one or two old
people go right up to the throne of grace
and kingdoms topple and multitudes are
brought into the kingdom and perhaps
for centuries the ripples of that prayer…
yesterday evening will go on and on and
on being answered.
May it be so!

excellent opportunity for him to receive further
training from people who have lots of experience
in student work. He hopes to take what he
learns from Toulouse and apply it to his context in
Bordeaux.
Second, James want to serve in a local church. It is
important that the student work connects to a local
church as people need to see a visible expression of
Christ’s love in a community. So he will also give his
energy to discipleship and spiritual growth among
the Christians in Bordeaux.
Please pray for him as he begins a new chapter in
the student ministry in Bordeaux.
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Jean Ellis – continuing in

AUSTRIA
Jean Ellis has served in Austria for over thirty years. Her
ministry is focussed on reaching the deaf community in
Klagenfurt and beyond. Although she has just reached
her 65th birthday, Jean will be continuing with her work
for a few more years, as she explains to Jim Sayers
JS: Jean, you’ve served
in Austria for over thirty
years. How have you seen
the country change in that
time?
JE: I guess I have seen
similar changes to all
of you, wherever you
live. However, one thing comes
to mind immediately. When
I first arrived in Austria I was
very much aware that this was
a strongly Catholic country.
The Roman Catholic Church
influenced politics, affected
whether or not people got
certain jobs and certainly made
evangelism of any kind difficult.
Any religious group that was
neither RC nor Lutheran was
automatically considered to be
dangerous and to be avoided
at all costs. Even to the extent
of a priest warning parents
against the open-air children’s
meetings being held in one

district. The large majority of
Austrians remain members of
the Roman Catholic Church,
but the influence is no longer
so great and people are more
willing to leave the church than
they used to be.

JS: What is the state of
the evangelical churches
generally in Austria?
JE: The majority of
evangelical churches
in Austria are small
and led by missionaries or
pastors who come from other
countries. As far as I know
there is no church which would
be classed as ‘Reformed’ in
the sense we use it, although
some are close to this. The
association of churches to
which the church in Klagenfurt
belongs has tried for very many
years to achieve the status
of an acknowledged church
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in Austria. In the end several
associations joined together in
order to achieve the number
of members required for
such acknowledgement.
Although each church and
each association of churches
remains autonomous, working
together in this way has meant
more than just being able to
put ‘free church’ in official
forms to state our religion. It
will also make it possible for us
to provide religious education
in those schools that have a
number of children coming
from one of these churches.
As this is a very recent
development it remains to be
seen what the true advantages
and disadvantages will be.

JS: How did you come to
connect with the Deaf
Community?
JE: It all started when I was
[13]

JE: I think the hearing people
in most countries are simply
not aware of Deaf people in
the community. Only those
who have close contact with
them register the existence of
profoundly Deaf people and
even church members here in
Klagenfurt, who know about
the Deaf who meet in the
church, still do not understand
their needs.

JS: Why is it so important
for the Deaf to have the
Word of God in their own
sign language?
visiting a hard-ofhearing person, who
had grown up in the
Deaf community and therefore
knew sign language. While
I was with her a profoundly
Deaf lady turned up and as I
watched them communicating,
I wondered who told the Deaf
about the Lord. In actual fact
the Lord had been preparing
me to answer this question
myself. I had been successfully
making myself redundant in
the children’s work and felt the
Lord wanted me to learn a new
language. As that seemed to
indicate leaving Austria I was
not very keen, but then he
revealed that the language I
was to learn was Austrian Sign
Language!

JE: Everyone needs
the Bible to be
produced in their
own heart language. Although
the Deaf believers in Klagenfurt
are learning to understand
the German versions of the
Bible, German is still a foreign
language for them. Usually
it has been taught to them
without any reference to a
sign language and quite often
without them even having
knowledge of sign language

themselves. I still cannot grasp
how they learn to speak and
lip-read a language they have
never heard, but most of them
manage to communicate, if
hearing people are willing to
listen to them.
Bible translation in any
language is a difficult and fairly
long process. Our attempts
to translate some of the Bible
here in Klagenfurt have been
rewarding experiences for
those involved, but due to
there being no Deaf person
in a position to work fulltime
on translation, we have had
to shelve these projects and
concentrate on helping them
understand written German
better.

JS: You reached retirement
age this year, but have
decided not to leave. Why
is that?
JE: Michaela and I are
the only two hearing
people in the church
who are fluent in Austrian
Sign Language. Although the
Deaf men have already taken

Top: The Church in Klagenfurt where Protestantism was crushed during
the Counter-Reformation
Below: The Deaf enjoy a long tea after the Deaf service

JS: How are the Deaf seen
by the rest of Austrian
society?

over the responsibility for the
Deaf group, they still have this
problem of not being able to
understand written German
without help. Michaela’s gifts
are in technical areas, so just
speaking from a human point
of view, it seems a pity to leave
the Deaf to their own devices
if I am still able to be of use to
them.
When the Lord led me to
Austria I was absolutely sure
he wanted me to be here.
It was the same when he
led me from working with
children to working with the
Deaf. Over the years people
here (both Deaf and hearing)
have often asked me if I will
return to England one day. My
answer has always been: ‘If
the Lord wants me to go back
to England I will, otherwise
I will stay here as long as he
wants me to remain.’ So far the
Lord has not indicated that he
wishes me to go elsewhere, so
here I am!

JS: What are your plans for
the future?
JE: One step at a
time. Asking the
Lord for guidance
concerning where I live, what
I do, etc. etc. Plans are easy
when you know clearly what
God wants, otherwise it can
only be one step at a time!

Above: Students chatting after a Sunday service at Free Evangelical
Church, Klagenfurt

JS: What kind of skills
are needed in the next
generation of missionaries?
JE: Love for the
people the Lord leads
you to is the top
priority. Being able to take a
back seat is a great help – by
that I mean letting the nationals
take the lead even if they do
not do things the way you think
they should! Teaching skills are
very important. It is great to
hear of people coming to know
the Lord, but sad to look for
them a year or two later and
find they are no longer around.
Discipleship and leadership
training are very important. The
Lord Jesus did not say ‘Go into
the world and make converts’.
He said ‘Make disciples’ !

JS: What are the big
spiritual needs in Austria
that people need to be
aware of?
JE: There are still
areas of Austria
where there is no
evangelical church of any kind.
The percentage of born-again
believers in the country is still
very low.
There are few Austrian men
in leadership in the churches
that do exist. One can believe
almost anything in Austria and
that will be accepted as valid,
as long as it is not a personal
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone needs the Bible to be produced in
their own heart language

[14]
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GBM Herald News

Changing GBM to a CIO

Grace Baptist
Church
Census
GBM is part of GB Network,
a network of Grace Baptist
organisations and associations
that exists to promote
evangelism and church-planting
across the UK, and to engage
in strategic discussions about
how this can be advanced in the
coming years.
Our first action was to
organise the Grace Baptist
Church Census. This took
place in March of this year, and
we were encouraged by the
numbers of churches that took
part. Some commented that it
was a useful exercise for them
to analyse their own Sunday
congregation by age, gender
and ethnicity, to see how they
were doing. Out of 260 churches
that received census papers, 169
completed and returned them,
a response rate which is high
by comparison with other such
censuses. We wish to thank all
those noble souls who crunched

Our application to the Charity Commission to become
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation has been
accepted by the Charity Commissioners. Full papers
will be issued to all GBM participating churches ahead
of our next delegates meeting at our Annual Mission
Day. A final resolution will be put to the meeting, and
if this is agreed, the process should go forward to
completion at the turn of the year.

Saved2Serve 2015

the numbers for us, as this has
given us a very detailed picture
of what is happening in our
churches.
We hope the report will be
published by Brierley Consulting
by October, and a copy will be
sent to every church. It raises
many issues, and there are
encouragements as well as

challenges as we think about
the health and future of our
churches Many areas have been
identified by local churches as
places where new church-plants
are needed. We will give a full
analysis in the December GBM
Herald, when the GB Network
team has had time to study it
and respond properly.

It’s a girl!
Congratulations to Naomi and Reddy
Gonzales on the birth of Phoebe Grace
on 23rd June. Naomi and Reddy are
staying with family in Chesterfield at
present, ahead of their return to the
Philippines in the next few weeks.

Bookings are now open for Saved2serve 2015,
which is at All Nations Christian College 27-29
March 2015. David Hircock from Bromley is the
main speaker, and the theme is ‘Revolution: the
Holy Spirit in conversion.’ This is a conference for
Christian young people aged 15 years and over.
World mission is a central part of the weekend,
with young people having time to chat to different
agencies about short-term mission.
See website for details:
www.saved2serve.org.uk

GBM Website and Social Media
We continue to develop our new website, and we hope you are starting to
use it on a regular basis. It is packed with over seventy pages of information,
and you can find up to date news articles via the scrolling banner on the home
page. There are profiles of the countries where we work and the missionaries
who serve there. There are details of all our forthcoming events, and an
extensive catalogue of audio downloads which you can explore through a new
search engine.
Find us on Twitter or Facebook to receive live updates when new content is
uploaded, or to find out up-to-the-moment prayer news and details of events.

Twitter: @GBMission Facebook: Grace Baptist Mission

MISSION
DAYS

Hailsham Mission Day
Saturday 8 November. Daryl and Julia Jones, David Mann (Mandritsara, Madagascar).

Southport Mission Day
Saturday 15 November. Jason and Andrea Murfitt, Jean Ellis, Jim Sayers.

[16]
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Facing page:
Toothbrushes in a row

CHILDHOOD
Every boy needs a

Above: Jacob’s art project
Centre: Megan Addison
as she began her Envision
Apprenticeship in
Arequipa
Right: Brayan is just one
of sixteen lively boys

In June Megan Addison returned home, having completed a two-year
Envision Apprenticeship in Arequipa, Peru
I spent twenty one months working for ‘Los
Obedientes’, a boys’ orphanage in Arequipa, Peru.
I worked closely with children between five and
fourteen years old. Only a couple were true orphans;
the majority came from unsafe homes or the streets.
During my time there, I got to know more than
twenty boys and twenty girls. (I occasionally worked
in the girls’ orphanage ‘El Amor de Dios’). We had
boys coming and going, and I quickly learnt the
system. Sadly, during my time none were actually
adopted into loving homes, some ran away, some
went back to their previous homes, and some just
moved on to other orphanages.
I was in charge of education. This went from
picking the boys up from school and helping with
homework, to school meetings and administration.
I spent a lot of my time running from one school to
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another and then haggling on behalf of that child
so they could get in. No one faxed or emailed so
everything was personal. Even though my mornings
were filled with admin, I enjoyed knowing that I
was helping them, even if they didn’t know it.
Something I am most proud of maybe doesn’t
sound so important. We had four brothers come
to stay with us at the end of 2013; two wouldn’t
pass the year unless they took their exams in their
old school. I spent thirty-six hours on fifty-five buses
for six days going between two schools an hour and
half from each other. They both passed their exams
and were able to move into the next year. There
are many stories similar to this one. It was working
behind the scenes, with the schools, the council
and in administration where I feel I made the most
difference. I spent a lot of time with the children in
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the afternoon, helping with homework or going to
the doctors. When we had free time, I would open
a Bible and tell a Bible story. Only a few would want
to listen, and often I would let them be the reader.
Then we might go outside with the bike, where they
learnt about sharing - imagine sixteen boys with one
bike!
Like every child, they had needs: attention, help
in school, a loving home, a church, friends – and
money to buy their marbles, or spinning tops, or
stickers! The greatest thing we all need is a Saviour,
forgiveness and a personal relationship with our
Lord Jesus Christ. They attended a church every
Sunday. It was small and run by Brazilians. They
enjoyed their Sunday school and would bring back
their homework from church to do during the week.
They also had extra needs such as being able to see
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a psychologist, or needing protection because they
were still at risk and being exploited in different
ways.
I have gained many skills whilst working in
Peru, and have grown in many ways. Truthfully,
my relationship with God in this time had been
challenging. I saw suffering on such a wide scale
and had many questions and difficulties in accepting
how life was for people. I saw ‘how life will go’ for
some boys, an ugly and upsetting downward spiral.
Their only hope is my hope: Jesus. So please pray
for them. In this time God taught me to depend on
him and take a day at a time. After a while I was
taking everything to him and leaving it there. I have
become more patient, strong and understanding.
Gracias a Dios. ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer.’ Romans 12:12
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REF
NEW LECT
EUR IONS
OP ON
E

It all began at a round table in Warsaw in February
1989. After a wave of strikes, the Polish leader,
General Jaruzelski, called a round table conference,
and the leaders of the banned Trade Union
Solidarity and other opposition leaders shaped a
new constitution for Poland. Solidarity swept the
board in free elections on June 4th 1989, the first
domino to topple in the downfall of Communism.
Within weeks, the Hungarian Communist party
voted themselves out of existence and opened
their border to the west. In East Germany on 9
November 1989 a spokesman announced that
the border between East and West Berlin would
open ‘immediately, without delay.’ That night,
hundreds of thousands of East Berliners danced
their way into West Berlin, and huge holes were
cut in the Berlin wall. Revolutions followed in
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria and Romania. Though
it took longer in the Soviet Union, and much
longer in Yugoslavia, now all Europe was open for
mission.

What has changed?
As we remember these times twenty five years
later, what has changed in Post-Communist
Europe? The early years of freedom were times
of spiritual openness, when many were saved,
particularly among the young, and churches were
planted. Persecution had given way to blessing. At
the same time, many chose to migrate to the west
to escape poverty. Today in Britain, half a million
people are Polish migrants. In the first fifteen years
after Communism, Bulgaria’s population fell by
15%. As time has passed, in these countries young
adults have no memory of Communism, unlike
their parents, leaving a strong divide between old
and young.

The economy

This autumn we celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
downfall of Communism. 1989 was an unforgettable year for
all who lived through it, as the ‘Communist bloc’ became ‘New
Europe’. Jim Sayers explains how, a quarter of a century on,
Communism still casts a long shadow over New Europe
[20]
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Those who do migrate send back remittances to
help their families, or return after a few years with
capital to buy a good home. This means that, with
entry to the EU, many countries have seen rapid
economic growth, with building booms and the
rise of a new manufacturing base. Poland has
enjoyed twenty two years without a recession!
However, there is also long-term unemployment
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2014

and much deeper poverty among the under-class.
Even now, not everyone is doing well.

Changing the culture
Having made two visits to ‘New Europe’ this year,
I am struck by how the spiritual problems run
deeper. Why are gospel churches so few and so
small? It is easy to say ‘The Catholic Church is so
strong’ but the problems run deeper. The issues
stem from the Communist era.
First, Communism taught them totalitarian
leadership as the only model. To resist it, you
build secret factions and work underground. You
distrust your comrades because you don’t know
what they are planning. You keep your distance
and wear a poker face. Church leaders have
led their churches this way, so that churches do
not work together, church members dare not
challenge their pastors, unwritten rules prevail and
people are governed by fear. The nations of New
Europe need a new model of leadership, learnt
from the Good Shepherd, a leadership style that is
open, humble, servant-hearted and committed to
making disciples.
Second, Christians still have a siege mentality.
[21]

Left: Statue in a shopping centre in Poznań Poland

Older Christians can remember the time when their
parents were arrested or even imprisoned. In one or
two states, the Secret Police still operates. Not only
that, the powerful state church will label Baptists as
a cult, so Christians are reluctant to witness to their
friends. To help them develop a missional mind-set
is a major challenge, so missionaries who can train
them in evangelism are vital.
Finally, graciousness is still in short supply. It is
not unknown for churches and denominations
to end up in court in disputes over property, for
churches to split, and for old animosities to be long
remembered. The legalism of the cults flourishes

easily here, and it infects gospel churches as well.
New Europe needs national Christians shaped by
the Word of God who will be genuinely countercultural in the coming years. It also needs the
leavening effect of missionaries who are noted for
their humility and are committed to living out the
gospel of grace. The key group to work with are
the rising generation, who can be the leadership
of new churches that are so badly needed. They
need your prayers, and they need others who are
captivated by God’s grace to go and join them.
Jim Sayers
For a more thorough explanation of this situation
see ‘The gospel in Post-Communist Europe’ by
Malcolm Firth, in ‘Tell all the world: church-based
mission for the twenty-first century’ Ed D. Crisp and
J .Sayers. Available from GBM Mission Centre.

Hannah Prior
goes to Paris
Hannah Prior plans to move
to Paris at the beginning of
September, to start a two-year
Envision Apprenticeship working
with the Eglise Protestante
Evangelique du Pré St. Gervais.
This is a church plant run by
France Mission in a ‘town’ on the
North East rim of Paris. She will be
working with Johnny and Rachel
Vaughan, British missionaries
with FM who are working to
establish a small church in the
neighbourhood. Johnny and
Rachel see Hannah as the answer
to their prayers for an additional
worker, and we are keen to

support and encourage them.
Hannah will be involved in
English teaching as a means of
making friendships, and will be
running outreach events such as
a Café Philo, as well as devoting
a good deal of her time to oneto-one Bible studies with women.
Hannah is known for being
able to start conversations with
almost anyone, and is eager to
make friends with women in this
community, many of whom come
from an Arab background.
Pray for her as she looks for a
bedsit in the area, as she adjusts
to life in Paris, and as community
life in Paris starts up again in
September. She will also be doing
a modular training course at
Nogent Bible Institute.

GBM Annual Mission Day 2014

M

Missionaries settle in a particular nation, learn
the language, grow into the culture and partner
with nationals in planting indigenous churches.
They train national leaders, translate good books
into the local language, and help Christians to take
ownership of their churches. And then they leave.
That is always the goal of mission, to bear fruit
that will last. It is the test of a real work of God
that it is not dependent on any one person. Rather,
God is at work in national Christians, enabling

them to express the gospel in their culture so that
generations to come can own it as theirs.
Come to GBM’s Annual Mission Day to learn
what this means in practice, to hear those who
have returned home, and to hear the challenge to
go as the next wave of missionaries to the nations.
Be encouraged as a great crowd of Christians
worship God together, and finish the day with
ministry from Sukesh Pabari, who has served in
Kenya since 1998.

Programme
11.00am:

Missionary presentations

Missionaries taking
part include:

11.00am:

Church Delegates meeting

12.00noon:

Lunch

Sukesh and Jenny Pabari

1.00pm:

Missionary presentations

2.00pm:

Missionary presentations

Jason and Andrea Murfitt

3.00pm:

Fruit that will last – multimedia presentation

Matt Gamston

3.45pm:

Tea break

Daniel Caballero

4.45pm:

Worship and ministry – Preacher: Sukesh Pabari

6.00pm:

Finish

There will be a TOGO programme for children, 2.00–4.00pm.

Graham and Sally Jones

Andrzej Kempczyński
Maciek and Mary Stolarski

Refreshments – There is a café and a basement restaurant in the building,
and there are plenty of places to eat in the Euston Road.
Getting there – Friends House is opposite Euston Station in Euston Road,
London, and is a ten-minute walk from Kings Cross and St Pancras main
line and underground stations, and five minutes from Euston Square
underground station.
If you are coming by car, please note that the London congestion charge
does not apply on Saturdays. On-street parking and a car park under Euston
Station will both be expensive. We therefore advise you to use public
transport, or to arrive by coach.
Buses 10, 18, 30, 73 and 205 pass the door.
59, 68, 91, 168 and 256 stop nearby.
Grace Baptist Mission 12 Abbey Close Abingdon Oxon OX14 3JD Tel: 01235 520147
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Web: www.gbm.org.uk Email: infodesk@gbm.org.uk
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Speaking in tongues unknown!
Ian Flanders

Mission is
about making

disciples…

…and growing

churches
that last
GBM Annual Mission Day
Sat 25 Oct 2014
Friends House, Euston, London

Jékonias Somé is a student pasteur in the village of
Sekouera in the south west of Burkina Faso; a poor
rural area deprived of most of the modern comforts
that we take for granted. He does not speak a
European language. His mother tongue is Lobiri and
he possesses an incomplete version of the Bible, as
translation into Lobiri remains ongoing. Through
the Bible school he attends, he received a copy of a
booklet printed in Lobiri and he wrote:
‘The booklet entitled “Peace” approached the
subject in a very helpful way and has revolutionised my
spiritual life as I can now forgive more easily and I seek
to be a peacemaker in the image of Christ in a society
where peace is a preoccupation...’
Aquilas Dibloni is another Lobiri student pasteur,
in the village of Sorgbora. He and his wife read
the booklet on Marriage, expressing gratitude and
appreciation for its teaching. Aquilas explained that his
wife read very attentively and quotes her as saying:
‘It’s really good to have these documents in our
mother language alongside our New Testament. We
can read the word of God but these booklets help us

to understand it in more detail. Wouldn’t it be great
if we could translate more of this literature that the
white men send to us from so far away!’
Philippe Kambou is a pastor and teaches in the Lobiri
language Bible school in Bouram Bouram in SW Burkina
Faso. For the last few years, with our permission, he
has overseen the translation of five titles of our Espérance
Aujourd’hui follow-up booklets into the Lobiri language.

Above: Some students outside the college in Bouram Bouram, Burkina Faso
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