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GBM exists to help churches support their
missionaries worldwide, in ministries of
evangelism, church planting, training,
compassion, radio and literature.

How things appear is not necessarily
reflective of the true position. We
need to be reminded of this in mission
work. We long for tangible evidence
that progress is being made. Yet
so often it seems like we take one
step forward followed by two steps
back! A work in which someone has
laboured very faithfully can appear to
be going nowhere and may be judged
by them and others as having ended
in failure. Yet our assessment of what
constitutes success and failure is often
very subjective and can all too easily be
based on criteria that are little different
from the way unbelievers judge things.
We need to keep in mind that it is
God’s judgement that matters. Based
on what Jesus told his disciples in
Mark 10v31, there will be many who
appeared to be great, or ‘ﬁrst’ in
worldly terms, who will be ‘last’. On
the other hand, the unrecognised,
insignificant and apparently
unsuccessful will be counted as ‘ﬁrst’.
We thank God for those who have
left behind many of the pleasures and
comforts of this world for the Lord’s
sake and for the gospel. May our chief
ambition and desire also be rooted in
Christ and his kingdom, so that we
would truly lay up for ourselves treasure
in heaven.
In Psalm 73 the psalmist admits that
he had lost sight of God’s perspective
as he judged the prosperity of the
wicked and the apparent ease and
comfort of those who arrogantly
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opposed God. His perspective was only
realigned when he went to worship and
was reminded of the divine perspective.
When the Lord saves us, one of the
things that changes, is that we are
given this eternal perspective. Yet that
way of thinking doesn’t automatically
remain and grow but needs to be
cultivated and stimulated because all
too often we revert to a worldly way of
assessing failure and success.
Following the crucifixion, the disciples
walking on the road back to Emmaus
were terribly disappointed because
they had come to the judgement that
Jesus’ mission had been a failure. ‘We
had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel’ they said, but concluded
that they had got it wrong. Their view
in that moment was the common
view of most people today, who have
no concept of the infinite worth and
accomplishment of Christ’s life and
death.
Our great hope rests in Jesus and his
finished work. Our amazing privilege
is to proclaim to others this wonderful
truth. The fruits of our labours may not
be visible to us, or even to others, in
our lifetime, but our prayer for those
who serve in mission is that God will
prosper their labour in his time and
way. Don’t give up! Keep on serving.
Keep on praying…because our God is
great and his gospel is great!

A strong
conviction that
God is in control
and working His
purposes out
is essential if
we are to obey
the scriptural
command
to ‘give
thanks in all
circumstances’.

Graham Field

[3]

Huaraz, Peru

GO AND MAKE

DISCIPLES
Sarah Clay is a Latin Link missionary working in partnership with
GBM. In January this year Sarah made the transition from working
with the street children of Huaraz, Peru, to start a new focus on
making disciples. Here she explains how the change came about

Above: Huaraz is a
city high in the central
Andes in Peru
Left: The challenge
of making disciples
among the peoples
of the Andes is that
they will spend all day
making a living and,
in an oral culture, are
unused to reading
God’s Word

[4]
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If you don´t want God to speak
to you, the best way to ensure
it won’t happen is not to make
space for him! Don´t sit still
and plan time alone with him.
Whatever you do, never, ever
take a retreat! Of course, the exact opposite is
also true. If you want to hear from God you need
to set aside time regularly, to tune in to what he
has to say. Personally, I would recommend the
second option! Although he might want to make
things a little bit uncomfortable every now and
then, there´s nothing like knowing that you´re
at the centre of God´s will for your life, doing
what he created you to do for him. Besides,
relationships where Father and child don´t
communicate regularly leave both parties feeling
sad and unsatisfied.
God called me to start serving him in Peru
around 2004. In 2006 I began with a Latin Link
Stride short-term placement, which was the start
of my relationship with the Rainbow Association
in Huaraz, Peru. Rainbow exists to share God´s
love in word and action amongst families at risk in
the high Andes region.
Having worked on the street team with
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2017

children, families, teens and young adults for
nearly ten years, in early 2016 the Lord surprised
me on a retreat day by indicating that my ministry
was going to change. During that year he trained
my ear and my heart to listen very carefully to
what he was saying and to obey exactly what he
asked of me. This included a four month wait in
silence!

‘Who you are and what you do are aligned
for maximum effectiveness.’
This paraphrase awakened in me a sense that
street ministry wasn´t what I was best at, and that
my long-term desire to disciple others was the
convergence of what God had made me to be
and to do. Looking back on my own journey with
God, I ran out of fingers and hands to count the
number of people who have blessed, encouraged
and guided me on the way. So it thrills my heart
to be able to invest in people’s lives in this way.
When God shakes the foundations of who
you think you are and what you do, you start
to question most things in your life. Am I in the
right house, the right city, the right country,
and speaking the right language? Obviously,
discipleship is not geographically specific! Quite
[5]

Huaraz, Peru
quickly I recognised that the relationships of
trust I had been able to build and the doors
opening to me had all come about because I had
spent years worshipping and following God in
the same town, the same church and the same
organisation. I feel very excited and humbled by
the fact that people have been willing and eager
to open up their lives even to me, enabling us to
learn about God together.

Discipleship in an oral culture
When Spain conquered Peru in 1532, there was a
strong oral tradition to preserve history and culture
but no written language. Spanish has become the
dominant language, but it is not the only language
used in Peru. However, for many generations of
Peruvians, reading and writing has never occupied
an important place in their lives. In modern times
this has more to do with shortcomings in the
education system, with teaching styles, and with
finances preventing people from finishing school,
as well as parental attitudes towards schooling.
Also, in the past the Catholic Church has not been
known for getting the Bible into people´s hands.
Peruvians are by nature very sociable and very
busy people. So time spent alone is rare, including
time spent with God.
These realities have vital implications for our
Western view of a Bible-reading focussed ‘quiet
time’, including devotional diary writing. I´m still
working through what relevant discipleship looks
like in this culture, but I am convinced that the
Lord has given his Word to bless, teach and direct
his people and we need our relationship with him
to grow out of the truth he reveals there. So in
this context I have been privileged to share the
Christian journey with a number of young women
since 2007, but with a lot more of them as a full
time ministry since the beginning of this year.
In reality, I´ve had to struggle to find anyone
who wants to read the Bible as opposed to
following courses and reading Christian books.
This remains one of my challenges and one to
which I hope to give more thought during my
time in the UK this year. I´d be grateful for your
prayers. During this year I´ve led one-to-one
[6]

studies on the following books and courses: the
Book of Ruth, ‘Who is Jesus Christ?’, ‘New Life
in Christ’, ‘The Purpose Driven Life’, ‘Healing the
Wounds of the Heart’, ‘Working from a Place
of Rest’, ‘The Rhythms of Grace’, and ‘My New
Alliance with God’. I have also co-led a churchrun course on the latter.
The ladies I´ve met with are quite diverse:
singles, teens, engaged, married and single mums.
They range in age from twenty to seventy, but
most are in their thirties. My ongoing membership
of the Rainbow Association has meant that many
of them come to me through that relationship.
Some are employees, ex-volunteers, or girls who
grew up in the children´s home. I´m mentoring a
Peruvian doing Latin Link Stride, and a very special
friendship which God has allowed to develop has
been with the assistant pastor´s wife as we teach
and minister together.
My connection to some of these women goes
back as far as 2006, so leaving now allows a
natural break in our study times and may mark
the end of that formal style of meeting together.
In some cases we began barely two months ago
and I do pray that if it is the Lord´s will, we can
pick up the studies when I return in February
2018. Please pray for these ladies that they will
grow in their own walk with the Lord, both
individually and as part of the body of Christ.
So soon after developing one new passion in
life (discipleship) I seem already to have gained
another: spiritual formation. I don´t want to spend
even a fruitful two hours a week with anyone if
that is all they receive. I am convinced that it is
in our own personal time spent every day with
God that we will grow as we encounter him in
his Word, speaking into our lives, as we wrestle in
prayer over flaws in our character, our hopes and
our long term disappointments. Any suggestions
for materials, in Spanish, which help people to
develop their own prayer and devotional life with
God would be gratefully received!

Top left: A carving at a local cafe – a reminder of the paganism of the local culture
Top right: Sarah and friends studying on a discipleship course in Lima
Middle: Huaraz sits at 3000 metres above sea level. It is still a strongly Catholic culture as seen during this local festival
Below: Sarah’s Bible study resources

Sarah is home this autumn and winter, and is
already booked to visit a number of churches on
deputation.
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Theo and Sonja Donner

A WATERSHED MOMENT IN

COLOMBIA
Jim Sayers made a field visit to Colombia in May, visiting Theo
and Sonja Donner and seeing the work of the Biblical Seminary of
Colombia. Life is changing rapidly in Medellin.
I arrived at Medellin’s Cordova airport in the
evening. Theo is tall enough to greet you
over any crowd, and his taxi driver took us
over the mountain in the dark. As the hairpin
bends pass, nothing quite prepares you for
the glittering carpet of city lights that greet
you. The city of Medellin is set in a deep valley,
with neighbourhoods growing up all the
mountainsides. It is a city and a country that is at
a turning point.
The concluding of the peace deal with the
FARC guerrillas last year (See GBM Herald Dec.
2016), now approved by Parliament and being
put into action, is a watershed moment in
Colombia’s history. FARC have completed their
weapons decommissioning and now expect to
[8]
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participate in the democratic process. Much
remains to be done, especially the reform of
land law to allow displaced people to return to
their homes, while other rebel groups have yet
to conclude a peace deal with the Government.
However, there is a tangible sense of hope, a new
beginning in Colombian national life. Most of all,
God has been at work through these many years
of trouble, and gospel churches are growing fast.
Theo and Sonja Donner first went to serve in
Colombia back in 1983, stopping off in Costa
Rica on the way to learn Spanish. Theo became
one of the teaching staff in the Biblical Seminary
of Colombia. They lived in the middle of campus
life, and Theo served as Principal for several years
in the 1990s. Others took on the administrative
[9]

Theo and Sonja Donner

serving the Lord in Christian ministry. They love
roles over a decade ago, and Theo and Sonja
the Seminary and it is stretching them as they
were able to move to an apartment across the
grow in biblical understanding.
city. Theo now concentrates on his teaching
The Seminary has extended its reach by
and writing, and is greatly valued both among
running an online course, which can be followed
the Seminary students and among Colombian
by Spanish speakers anywhere in the world.
churches.
They also run extension courses for as many
About a hundred students come to study
as 2000 students who take evening classes at
full-time at the Seminary, following a full
the Seminary or study in small groups in their
four year course which includes the biblical
churches. Three of these courses operate through
languages, biblical studies that covers the whole
Prison Fellowship in the prisons
of Scripture, a thorough grasp
of Medellin, including the once
of theology, and subjects such
notorious Bellavista prison, so that
as Christian worldview, which
those serving long sentences who
Theo teaches. While being
The students
have come to faith can be trained
academically demanding, the
come from a
for ministry to their fellow-prisoners.
course also requires the students
wide variety
The Principal explained to me
to be involved in local churches
of churches,
that
in recent years they have been
and other ministries across the city,
some with
concerned because new students
combining practical ministry with
very little Bible
have come in with so little biblical
their studies so that they grow
teaching, but
understanding, reflecting where
both as a disciple and a student of
the Seminary is
too many Colombian churches are
God’s Word. The Seminary exists
determined to
today. They are now required to do
for the churches and seeks to serve
ensure that they
a ‘Christian Foundations’ course
their needs. Theo described it as
leave
equipped
based on the Apostles’ Creed
‘making theological education not
to teach the
before they move deeper into the
just about acquiring knowledge
Bible well,
syllabus. The students come from a
but about a transforming and
wide variety of churches, some with
growing of the person in that
and as godly
very little Bible teaching, but the
experience.’ Indeed, he says that
disciples
Seminary is determined to ensure
those who study part-time while
that they leave equipped to teach
already in ministry become the
the Bible well, and as godly disciples.
better theologians because they have longer to
On the Sunday I was there, we went to Theo
reflect on what they are learning.
and Sonja’s church, El Redil de Poblado, a Baptist
I had the joy of staying on campus for one
Church planted by the Fellowship Baptists of
night. Dark had fallen and the students were
Canada. They are part of an association of fifteen
holding a football tournament in the gym, the
or so churches, and they seem to be planting
men playing with a Colombian passion that isn’t
new churches quite regularly. I was impressed by
afraid to shed blood! Their wives cheered them
the conduct of the worship and the quality of
on hysterically behind the goal, and toddlers
the preaching of their pastor, Carlos Mendivelso,
pottered about in football kit. Football is big in
who is a graduate of the Seminary. They have just
Colombia! But chat to them and get beyond the
bought a house and turned it into their church
football and you find that many of them are first
building, with plans to build a large auditorium
generation Christians, with a greater passion for

in the garden. Until then, they hold two
consecutive crowded morning services and the
Church continues to grow.
El Redil de Poblado serves a middle class
part of town, where new apartment blocks rise
towards the sky and estate agents are selling
them to the growing middle class who crowd
the local shopping centre. But you don’t have to
go far to find the barrios where the poor have
piled their more obviously self-built homes on
top of one another. One of the pressures on
the cities has come from internally displaced
persons (IDPs), people who have fled from rural
areas because of the civil war. About 7 million
people have fled their homes over the last
twenty-five years, caught between the guerrillas
and the Army. Many of these have settled in the
shanty towns of the cities, and students of the
Seminary go to work in these neighbourhoods.
Churches are engaging with such communities
in evangelism and Christian compassion that
ministers to the whole person. Milton Acosta,
a lecturer at the Biblical Seminary, movingly
described to me the experience of going into
an IDP community and studying the Book of
Ruth with a group of displaced women. As they
compared the experience of Ruth and Naomi
coming to Bethlehem, they saw their own stories
in the lives of two women whose husbands were
dead and who had no hope. At the same time,
Milton said he saw his own life reflected in the
townsfolk who had done nothing to help Ruth
and Naomi.
Colombia faces major challenges if such
people are to return to their land and a peaceful
life, but coming to the city has brought them
closer to the gospel. So much can change in
the coming years, and if a new generation of
Christian leaders are serious about proclaiming
and living out the gospel at a time of change,
this can be a significant time for Colombia.

[10]
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Top: Theo teaching in class
Middle: The Biblical Seminary campus is set a
beautiful hillside above the city.
Bottom: By contrast, many people live in the crowded
barrios piled up the hillsides
[11]

Philippines

Taking the Jeepney to Church
Top: Jeepneys are the main means of

The Philippines is a young country, in the sense that so many of its
population are children and young people. Aries and Jodith Liboro
have worked hard to reach the children and young people around
their church in Valenzuela City, North Metro Manila, as well as a
second group who live some distance away in the area around their
home. Getting these groups of young people to meet, and to come
to church on a Sunday, is a challenge, as Aries explains
We live in a housing subdivision about thirtyfive minutes away from the church building.
We bought a small piece of land here because
land is three times cheaper than it is in the
neighbourhood of the Church. Also, at the time,
my Dad was still alive but had been diagnosed
with lung cancer, so we chose this location in
order to be nearer him and help with their needs.
About seven years ago, I saw that there were
a lot of kids around and so I decided to start a
Bible study for them every Saturday afternoon.
Over the years the Bible study grew; I think we
peaked at forty-five in attendance. Sadly some of
the older youths gave up and stopped coming,
but we are thankful that a good number of the
original group from seven years ago still come
today. They are now in their teens. We still get a
good number in attendance, and the good thing
about this Bible study group is that though some
have stopped coming, we always seem to get
new ones to join the meetings. Last Saturday we
had thirty young people there.
It has been my burden to try to bring these
young people to the worship services on Sundays
at the church building. It is my desire that they
will be able to experience what worship is like in

[12]

public transport in Manila
Left: Aries and Jodith, Kieron and Anamika
Below: The young people having lunch
at church

the context of a church service and that they may
see how the Lord’s Day should be spent. Their
parents are not believers, and so I was not sure
whether they would allow them to come along.
Because these young people have been coming to
our Bible study for several years now, they know
me well enough, and so I thought we stood a
good chance that their parents would allow them
to come.
The first time we invited them was two
months ago. Our initial goal was to do this for
one service a month, on the first Sunday of the
month, though of course we would be delighted
if they started coming every week. Unlike some
other churches that have vans to collect their
Sunday children and bring them to the meeting,
our church does not own a vehicle. Instead, one
of the church members meets with them at the
gate of our housing subdivision, where they catch
a jeepney and travel all the way to the church.
Because a good number of them come from
poor families, the church pays their fare, and we
also provide a meal after the worship service,
something we have normally been doing, so it is
good that they can join us.
There is also a group of young people who
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2017
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Introducing…

Phil and Lydia Evans
Phil and Lydia
Evans are being sent
by their home Church,
Penzance Baptist Church,
to serve in Riga, Latvia. GBM
Council has approved them
to serve alongside Malcolm
and Ruth Firth in Mežciems
International Baptist
Church.

The young people playing gaames outside Aries and Jodith’s home

live near the church building in Valenzuela. They
didn’t come to our morning service, but they did
come to our children’s Sunday school and youth
ministry on Sunday afternoons. Like the group
from our housing sub-division, their parents are
not Christians, and wouldn’t come near our
services. So we are trying to work
with this group of young people
as well, to encourage them to
meet with us as a church, stay
for lunch and bond with the
group who come from around
our home. This means that both
groups could be together for the
Sunday afternoon youth ministry,
at least on the one Sunday when the group have
bused over from our housing subdivision.
Ultimately, we want to see all these young
people there every Sunday for our worship
service, and wanting to be there because they
have a hunger for the Word of God. We thank
God for the young people we have in these two

groups, both those we have known a long time
and those who have joined them recently. Please
pray that they will truly come to know our Lord
Jesus Christ. Pray that more of them will take the
step of coming to church regularly, and not just
when we have a meal. Pray that as they listen
to the Word of God, both in their
youth groups and on a Sunday
morning, God will work in
their hearts. There is plenty of
religion in the Philippines, but
it is just habit and tradition.
Pray that God will do a real
work of grace in these young
people’s hearts, bringing them
to faith in Christ. Pray that we will have the joy
of baptizing those who are being saved and that
this will be a powerful testimony to their families.
Pray for those who are growing up and are able
to fend for themselves, that they will become true
disciples of Jesus, active members of the church
who faithfully serve our Lord.

Ultimately, we want to see all these young people there every
Sunday for our worship service, and wanting to be there
because they have a hunger for the Word of God.

[14]
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Phil and Lydia Evans

Why go?
We live in an increasingly global world, with
technology and transport allowing for a greater
movement of people around the world. Many
of the major cities in Europe are now filling
with students and young professionals who are
looking for a different experience from that of
staying in their home country. This has created an
amazing opportunity for the gospel. As people
move, they leave behind their cultural norms and
ways of living, and begin to ask questions about
life, wondering what is important and what they
are living for. This creates a greater openness
to discuss and reason about the Christian faith.
Many come from countries that are closed to the
gospel, and when they hear it for the first time
they come to know the Saviour.
Why us?
Phil has been working with international students
in Nottingham with Friends International for the
past two years. He has seen the effect the gospel
can have on those who are out of their comfort
zone and looking for the answers to life’s big
questions. He has had the joy of reading the Bible
with Chinese students individually or in groups
and helping them to see, for the first time, the
amazing truth the Bible contains. It’s also been
great to reason with many from Arab countries
about the uniqueness of the gospel and see them
[16]

eager to understand God’s word.
Lydia has been working as an accountant.
Having read many books by Elisabeth Elliot, Isobel
Kuhn and others, she has always had a desire to
be willing to serve God in various ways. She has
been part of a Young Life group involved in open
air ministry, has served on United Beach Missions
and has been a leader on youth camps. She has
particularly enjoyed taking Bible studies and
helping to disciple the young Christians.
Both of us have had the joy of leading an
Envision team for ten days in Riga and seen the
effect it’s had in contacting many internationals
with the gospel. As well as this, we have seen
how the international Christians, as we helped
in their evangelism, have been encouraged to
be more active with the gospel themselves.
We therefore desire to be able to disciple and
equip students to be able to reach out to their
fellow classmates and provide opportunities for
evangelism.

is keen to grow, with a population of only 2
million, and they have therefore sought to attract
internationals across their borders by, for example,
offering university courses in English.
Riga has a population of 660,000, many of
whom are young students coming to its higher
education institutions. Three of the larger
universities offer courses such as medicine
and engineering in English. The number of
international students alone has trebled in
the last three years. In 2016 there were 6,500
international students in Latvia. This makes
international student work in the city a great
opportunity with students coming from all
over Europe, South Asia and North Africa.
Interestingly, the Chinese are also coming to Riga
to buy property and settle as residents. These
factors have led to the International Church
growing into a diverse group of people; one
third are Chinese and one third are international
students.

Why Latvia?
Latvia has had a troubled past, but since gaining
its independence from the Soviet Union in 1991
it has joined the EU and its position on the
Baltic Sea has made it a crossroads between
east and west. It has worked hard to recreate
its image, with Riga becoming the European
Capital of Culture in 2014. It is a country that

Why now?
Malcolm and Ruth Firth have been working
in Riga for over twenty years now. In recent
years they have been leading a church in their
local district of Riga, Mežciems. They originally
started the church with the desire to reach the
surrounding area but God had other plans. The
church they planted started with four people
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in their living room but grew when they began
to meet asylum seekers who wanted to be
part of the church. They were then joined by
international students and others working in
the city. In 2014, when the church had grown
to twenty people, they rented a room, and
since then the church has grown to around
eighty people meeting with them on a Sunday.
They have recently become a registered church.
Malcolm’s time is taken up with the paperwork
for that, producing literature, lecturing, and
preparing to preach each Sunday. Ruth is still
involved with asylum seekers, translation and
ministry amongst the women of the church. They
have recognised the need for others to join them
and have been praying for others to help in the
work of the church, particularly with the students
and young people, discipling and reaching out to
the local area and international community.
We feel the Lord’s leading in bringing us
together as a couple and equipping us for the
work of serving God in the International Church
in Riga. We want to help Malcolm and Ruth to
carry out their vision to see internationals from
whatever background, believer or not, come to
know the gospel, to grow in God’s Word, to live
it out in Riga and then to be equipped to go back
to their home countries, passionate about God’s
Word and eager to share it with others.

[17]

South Africa

HELLO, SOUTH AFRICA!
Ben Robinson spent eight weeks after Easter this year serving an
Envision placement in South Africa. These are his memories
On 12 April of this year I boarded a plane to
South Africa and began my two month Envision
Placement in Welkom. I spent Monday to Friday
working at Morning Star, the day centre for
children with HIV/AIDS. While there I spent my
time doing DIY jobs around the site, playing
with the kids, leading morning Bible devotions,
working alongside a fantastic team of workers
and much more. I really enjoyed being
‘Teacher Ben’ and I learnt so much while there.
I’m sorely missing all the wonderful kids and
the amazing team.
I also spent two afternoons a week working
alongside the pastor of Welkom Baptist Church,
Joshua Bolaji. We went to a place called Reahola
where, through coaching football and setting up
teams, we were able to share the gospel with the
kids and young people who live there. I was able
to share with them a bit about my background
and my testimony, and I shared the message of
the gospel as well. I love football and it was great
to be able to use it as a way into their lives, to
share the awesome news of our salvation through
Christ. They were all better than me by a mile and
it was a lot of fun!
As well as working at Morning Star and
coaching in Reahola, I also worked to support the
work of Welkom Baptist Church. I went into two
different schools to teach Bible sessions with forty
high school students. I led games at the Friday
night youth club and taught the Bible in the
[18]

Friday night youth group and the Sunday school. I
also attended two weekly Bible studies, led some
Sunday morning services and had the opportunity
to play guitar as part of Sunday morning worship.
Of course, while I was in South Africa I didn’t
just spend all my time working. There were a few
touristy things to really enjoy: lion parks, African
street markets, quad-biking and a couple of
safaris. South Africa is such a beautiful country.
The people I met were wonderful and the food
was fantastic as well!
The whole experience was simply awesome
and I would definitely recommend it to anyone.
It was very tiring, both mentally and physically,
but it was an exceptionally rewarding experience.
I was challenged and I learnt so much from so
many different people, and to see with my own
eyes what a huge God we serve was amazing!
God is an international God whose good news
is for everyone. I do have to admit that every so
often I keep checking online to see the price of
flights back to South Africa but I have to trust in
God’s plan for my life.
I am so thankful to everyone who made
this possible, especially the team at GBM who
supported me and guided me through the
process, and I thank everyone that prayed for
me while I was out there! God sustained me
and comforted me in so many ways and it was
a privilege to serve in this way.
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Top and right: Ben among the children at Morning Star
Left: Reaching teenage boys in the Reahola neighbourhood through football
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Isle of Man

IT’S HOW YOU COME ACROSS
In July we ran our first Envision team to the Isle of Man. A separate
kingdom within the British Isles, the Manx people need the gospel
after years of spiritual decline, as Jim Sayers explains
The golden rule on the Isle of
Man is not to say ‘I’ve come from
the British mainland.’ People
will only smirk at you. After all,
Britain is also an island. You
simply say ‘I have come from
across.’ In future, I think I’ll say I
live ‘on Great Britain.’
At the end of July, four of us
went ‘across’ to serve as a GBM
Envision team on the Isle of
Man, doing a week of mission
alongside the churches in Port Erin and Onchan.
Angela Walsh, Heather Booth, Sam Hawley and
myself brought a good mix of enthusiasm and
experience to reach out with the gospel.
The two churches had put together a
programme of gospel events that kept us busy
throughout the week. A men’s breakfast in a Port
Erin hotel ended with a challenge to take a Mark’s
gospel and read it, and some did just that. Angela
and Heather connected with the women of both
churches through a cream tea and a pamper
evening. Many women, having heard their

testimonies, wanted to share
their own stories. At the Friday
evening event in Onchan, I told
the story of Martin Luther, and
explained justification by faith
alone in a culture where churchgoing is still quite common. The
Sunday services drew in a good
number of fringe people, in
answer to many prayers, as did a
meal with a message in Onchan
on the theme of ‘Where is God
when it hurts?’ More than a dozen unsaved folk
came to a quiz night in Port Erin where Sam gave
the talk and Angela told her story.
Port Erin is one of the most picturesque parts
of the island, never more so than at the Saturday
beach festival. This was one of our best days
of outreach. Crowds came in from all over the
island, and we ran the church’s stall, giving out
leaflets and engaging people in conversation.
Young people came up to try our photo survey
and talk about their thoughts on spiritual things,
while Sam did his questionnaire with three young

Above: Teaching little ‘superheroes’ at Kids’ club Facing: The beach at Port Erin
[20]
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HIGHBURY

Isle of Man

Above left: Outreach at Port Erin beach festival Top right: Jim speaking in Onchan on Martin Luther

Beth Ellish and Lydia Evans (two EMF student volunteers) with

people who claimed in all
seriousness to be witches!
Running a Holiday Bible
Club in Port Erin on our final
day was also a highlight. The
children had to find their
way into our ‘superheroes’
Kids Club through a corridor
of ‘lasers’ made of wool, which they loved. We
focused on the miracles of Jesus, leading up to
the healing of the paralysed man and the power
of Jesus to forgive. It was good to know that
some of the children were hearing this for the
first time.
The Isle of Man is a curious mix. Fully selfgoverning through its ancient Parliament,
Tynwald, it has a strong Christian heritage, largely
due to Methodism, which is now fading. Gay
marriage has recently been approved, and there
are pressures to legalise abortion. Many Christians
[22]

expressed their concerns
about a secularist group called
(ironically?) Free Thinking that
is starting to close down some
opportunities to reach into
local schools, a real concern for
the local CEF worker. Yet we
found people we talked to out
on the streets were more willing to take leaflets
and read them, and to take a gospel of Mark and
read it properly.
Phil LoBao, the pastor in Port Erin, wants to
retire in the next few months, and there has been
no pastor in Onchan for some years. Yet these
two churches are strong in fellowship and proved
themselves eager to reach out. Pray that two new
pastors will consider the need to travel ‘across’
to a new ministry at a key time, and be part of a
wider gospel movement renewing churches on
the Isle of Man.
GBM SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2017

Andrew King in Highbury Fields

Would you
like to vote?
How can we genuinely engage
with our unknown neighbours
in ways that may lead to gospel
conversations? We concluded that
we needed both something they
would quickly understand and we
would become confident to use.
And so the ‘pop-up polling
station’ idea was born. As you
can see from the photograph it
comprises a cheap decorating
table, a wooden frame, some

posters, plastic boxes and kids’
play plastic balls!
We set it up near our church
building, display a single question
and offer a number of answers.
Many folks walking by then give
us a wide berth or simply stare
at the pavement! But we offer
others a plastic ball and ask them
to vote by placing the ball in one
of the plastic tubs. Some still
decline, while a variety of people
(not just the lonely or angry) do
both vote and then engage in
conversation.
It seems to work for at least
three reasons. Firstly, it provides
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an instantly clear engagement.
As folks walk towards us they can
see who we are and what we are
doing. Secondly, we don’t need a
script or survey because we simply
ask them why they voted as they
did. We are then able to listen
carefully and figure out where
they are ‘coming from’. Rather
than us receiving the usual list of
‘objections to Christianity’, the
person’s vote enables us to focus
more naturally on their answers.
As they answer, we are able to
ask extra questions with the
hope that they see some of the
contradictions and weaknesses in
their own answers. Sometimes
this has led to us explaining the
biblical worldview and sharing
the gospel. We also get to give
them a colourful leaflet. Thirdly,
and because of the previous
reasons, we are finding that more
of our members are willing to
get involved. Speaking to the
general public can be scary, and
yet this more transparent and
less confrontational approach
seems to be more helpful. We
are pleased to see more of our
members involved both in person
and afterwards with friends on
social media.
It’s just one of a number of
approaches we are using and we
ask you join our prayers that the
Lord will use it to produce gospel
fruit. Maybe it’s something your
church can adapt in your area?
Andrew King
Highbury Baptist Church
[23]
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Is God good?
An evangelism
Tour
Each summer Grace Baptist
Partnership aims to help small
churches put on a special
evangelistic event. Publicity
materials are provided. Help is
offered in distributing leaflets.
Prayer is encouraged. An
evangelist preaches in the church
one night on an advertised topic.
Through these simple means we
have seen people converted,
baptised and added to the
churches.

in place after place to hear the
gospel.
The format was simple.
Someone would give a brief word
of welcome and introduction.
I would then give a message
from 2 Timothy 3:1-9. We
would then have refreshments.
In most meetings there was a
formal opportunity for questions
and answers. Though in some
locations this took place
informally during the refreshment
time.
An average of almost forty
people attended the events
including dozens of unbelievers.
The Church at Morton saw
their normal congregation of
twenty swell to forty. The Church
at Langford has six members
(including one in a care home).
Some sixty people, including
numbers of local visitors, crowded
the chapel for their event. The
twelve in attendance at Lea was
said to be the most attending a
meeting other than a funeral in
a long time. The meeting in the
old chapel at Grittleton attracted

twenty-five people, while the
six members at Eastcombe were
encouraged when thirty people
attended the special meeting in
their village.
One of the other benefits of
these meetings is the opportunity
to foster cooperation between
like-minded churches in a given
geographical area. Earlier in the
year Grace Baptist Partnership
sponsored a one day evangelism
conference for churches
participating in the outreach.
Churches were able to assist one
another with leaflet distribution
and door to door visitation.
Special prayer meetings were held
as well.
We are hoping to have a similar
outreach in the summer of 2018
in several parts of the country. If
your church would be interested
in hosting an event, let us know
and we can make sure you are
included in our plans.
Barry King
gracebaptistpartnership@
googlemail.com

This year I was the evangelist
for meetings in England’s
West Country. The stops on
the tour were Morton, Bristol
(Buckingham Chapel), Langford,
North Bradley, Cromhall, Lea,
Grittleton, Hilperton, Gloucester
(Coopers Edge), Eastcombe and
Westbury. What a joy to see
people come night after night
[24]
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KNAPHILL

WEST COUNTRY
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We joined a
small church
Throughout the Bible, we read
of the God who loves to use
the apparently small, weak
and worldly unimpressive
to accomplish his plans and
purposes. Think of the story and
circumstances around Abraham,
Moses, Gideon, Jesus, Paul and
Timothy – to name a few. Yet
Christians can easily overlook
small Bible-believing churches
and drive straight past them
while commuting to much
larger and more impressive
congregations.
Having been very much
at home within a large and
growing church for twenty
years, we began to sense God’s
calling to consider joining
and supporting a smaller
local church. As Christians
approaching middle age, we
had perhaps become a little too
settled and comfortable; we
needed to re-consider what God
had in mind for us as a family.
Around this time our church,
Chertsey Street Baptist in
Guildford, which was full to
overflowing, embarked on a
project to help some smaller
local churches. After receiving
challenging teaching, reading
John Benton’s book Why Join
a Small Church? and visiting
several of the churches involved
in the project, we believed God

was calling us to join Providence
Baptist Church in Knaphill.
Practically, this meant leaving
many dear friends behind, along
with a thriving and event-packed
youth ministry, accepting a very
different style of worship and

adapting to serve in ways we
had not done previously, out
of necessity. After transferring
membership, with the full support
of our previous church, we moved
from our family home of sixteen
years in Guildford to live within
the community PBC serves in
Knaphill.
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In return we came to appreciate
the warmth and depth of
fellowship within the small
congregation, continued to
benefit from solid week-by-week
Bible teaching and experienced
new blessing and growth in our
own walk with the Lord. We
did not arrive in Knaphill feeling
gifted in evangelism, youth work
or church leadership. Yet we pray
that somehow God will still use
us to accomplish his plans and
purposes here.
‘Above all, love each other
deeply... Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling…
use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace
in its various forms… If anyone
serves, they should do so with the
strength God provides, so that
in all things God may be praised
through Jesus Christ.’ 1 Peter 4.
What better environment to
put these disciplines into practice,
than in a small, local church?
Please pray for us as a family
as we seek to live out 1 Peter 4
and build new relationships with
neighbours and others in the local
community. Please pray for us
as a church seeking to reach the
community in Knaphill for Christ,
in the strength God provides,
despite being small in size and
unimpressive in the eyes of the
world. To him be the glory.
Andrew and Janine Ebling
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GBM Finances
As you may have read in our June edition, GBM’s
finances are currently under some considerable
pressure. For a number of years income excluding
legacies has fallen short of expenditure, but we were
able to cover the shortfall from legacy income, which
was significant in 2014. However, our reserves are
now significantly depleted, and based on the level
of giving in the first six months of 2017, unrestricted
reserves will run out by the end of this year. Some
missionaries are fully covered by designated giving,
but others need to have their support made up from
the General Fund. We are grateful to churches that
have recently sent in additional one-off gifts, and
those that have reviewed the level of their giving
and told us of a planned increase for 2018. If your

church is a regular supporter of GBM, have you
reviewed the level of your giving in recent years?
For our part, we are conducting a full review of
expenditure to see where we can reduce the running
costs of GBM.
Some have asked us: how it is possible to
consider sending out new missionaries in these
circumstances? The simple answer is that new
missionaries have to be fully supported before
they can go, and they will be visiting churches
on deputation over the coming year to raise that
support. This support needs to be ‘new money’,
not church support currently going to GBM in other
ways.
If you have further questions about supporting
mission through GBM, do contact us at GBM
Mission Centre.
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On 31 October 1517, Martin Luther published his 95 theses, which began, ‘Out of love
and zeal for bringing the truth to light…’ We believe that there is nothing so powerful
as the Word of God, applied by the Holy Spirit, to change the lives of people all over
the world. This year’s GBM Annual Mission Day falls just before the big Reformation
anniversary, so we want to focus on the central task of mission today in ‘bringing the truth
to light’.This year we hope to introduce a number of new missionaries. The programme
includes Missionary presentations on work in many different countries. Be encouraged
as a great crowd of Christians worship God together. Finish the day with ministry from
former GBM missionary, Matt Gamston, from Trinity Baptist Church, Gloucester.
PROGRAMME

11.00am
11.00am
12.00noo:
1.00pm
2.00pm
3.00pm

Engaged!
Congratulations to Daniel Caballero and Ellie
Sagrott who announced their engagement
in April. Ellie is a member of Daniel’s sending
church, Carey Baptist Church Reading. Daniel
says ‘We are planning to get married in May
next year. Please pray for us as we prepare for a
life of service together and also as we prepare
everything for the wedding.’ Daniel returned
to his service in Lima at the beginning of June,
where he is teaching in local churches, and
training pastors through an online seminary
course. He is also speaking at a number of
events associated with the anniversary of the
reformation.

4.45pm
6.00pm

Missionary presentations
Church Delegates meeting
Missionary presentations
Missionary presentations
Missionary presentations
Bringing the truth to light – multimedia
presentation
Worship and ministry – Preacher: Matt Gamston
Finish

Missionaries expected to
take part include:
Tom and Lucy Forryan
Sarah Clay
Andrzej Kempczyński
Gilbert McAdam
Phil and Lydia Evans
GBM Radio team
GBM Literature
2017 Envision teams
…and new missionaries

There will be a Mission Club for primary school children 2.00-4.00pm.

REFRESHMENTS There is a café and a basement restaurant in Friends House, as well as a refreshments
room with drinks and sandwiches for sale.

GETTING
THERE

BY RAIL Friends House is opposite Euston
Station in Euston Road, London, and is a ten
minute walk from Kings Cross and St Pancras
stations. The nearest underground station is
Euston Square.

BY CAR If you are coming by car, please
note that the London congestion charge
does not apply on Saturdays. There is limited
car parking under Euston Station.

Grace Baptist Mission 12 Abbey Close Abingdon Oxon OX14 3JD Tel: 01235 520147
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Web: www.gbm.org.uk Email: infodesk@gbm.org.uk

BRINGING THE TRUTH TO LIGHT
At the heart of mission is a passion for truth.
The Word of God changes the world.
The light of truth brings new life in Christ.

GBM Annual Mission Day
Saturday 28 Oct 2017
Friends Meeting House, London
Preacher: Matt Gamston

