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CENTRAL ASIA

sufﬁcient

GRACE
in Central Asia

Central Asia is tough territory for the work of the gospel. In
country after country, the culture has been shaped by the
interaction of Islam and Communism during the Soviet era.
How do you press on in the work of the gospel in this setting? Here
are some reﬂections from someone who knows the region well

T

he conditions in this region do not
make it easy to spread the gospel.
The majority people groups in
the region are Turkic, and would
identify themselves as Muslim. This
practically means little to them in everyday life;
not many would pray or attend the mosque, but
they have an inbuilt resistance to following Jesus
Christ. (Imagine how your average Brit, who
might consider himself Church of England and
go to church at Christmas, would respond to the
suggestion that he might become a Muslim….)
A further difficulty is a desire by the state to
control religious activities, and in general limit
them to meetings in officially registered groups
in officially registered buildings. The desire to
4 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2018

control has two sources: one is a fear of radical
Islam and terrorism; the second is a fear that
non-governmental groups of any kind that have
the ability to mobilise groups of young people
could lead to political movements like the ‘colour
revolutions’ of ten or fifteen years ago.
The law in these countries means that churches
(or faith-based organisations) are not allowed
to undertake any activities that are in any way
related to state institutions such as schools,
universities, orphanages, or care homes. This
forces the church to choose between either
existing within its own buildings and gatherings
or operating in a ‘secular’ capacity under a
different organisation in order to reach out into
the community.
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warned and threatened, and yet these are the
same seven churches whose stars are held by the
risen Christ, and amongst whom the risen Christ
is walking. This vision helps us to keep going with
our church, not because of signs of growth, but
because it is Christ’s church. And we have seen
signs of that: there is a real appreciation when we
are able to give good gospel teaching, and we
pray that this will grow a greater love of the Bible
and the gospel in the church.

Above and left: The countries of Central Asia are a diverse mix of cultures, shaped by their communist
past and the growing influence of Islam

I am with you
When Paul was tempted to fear in Corinth,
the Lord spoke to him in a vision: ‘Do not be
afraid….for I am with you, and no one is going
to attack and harm you, for I have many people
in this city’ (Acts 18:10). The vision we have been
given to help us keep going in hard times is the
Revelation to John. We know that the Lord has
people in each of the ethnic groups of Central
Asia, because John sees them standing and
worshipping the exalted Lord Jesus (Rev. 7:9).
Because the Lord has his people here, we keep
going, knowing that there will be success: people
will come to worship Jesus.
A failed prosperity
As well as the challenges from outside, there are
also the challenges from within. Most Protestant
churches in Central Asia are less than twenty
years’ old, founded by Korean or Western
missionaries through the 1990s. This was a time
of great economic hardship in the region, after
the collapse of the Soviet Union, and many were
attracted to the church as it gave a promise of
hope. However, for many the hope of the gospel
became entangled with the hope of material
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prosperity. This may have been due to poor
preaching, but possibly just because people
made a simple deduction: missionaries come
from economically prosperous countries; they are
Christians; therefore if I become a Christian I will
also prosper economically.
A decade or so later, many of those first
converts have left the church disillusioned, while
those who remain have become hardened by
the disappointment. Pastors have seen their
congregations shrink, often being only a quarter
of the size they were at the peak. Another sad
consequence is the effect on marriages and
families. There are many couples in our church
where both were professing Christians when they
married, but ten years on one partner (usually the
man) has lost all interest in spiritual things, and in
a number of cases this has ended in divorce.
Christ walks among us
At times we are tempted to despair when we
look at the state of the church in Central Asia,
but again the Book of Revelation encourages
us. The letters to the seven churches show a
picture of congregations that are tolerating false
teaching or sexual immorality; they have lost their
first love and they are lukewarm. Yes, they are

Beginning the redemptive story
One of the legacies of the Soviet years is that
there remains a relatively high number of young
people who are brought up in institutional care.
Over the years, both the church and our ministry
have been reaching out to these vulnerable young
people, and a number have come to faith. The
gospel gives great future hope, but the reality
remains that these young people have a number
of relational and behavioural difficulties. Whilst
we are all moving towards greater godliness,
some people start a lot further back than others.
It is tempting to look from a human perspective,
and wish that God would give us easier people to
work with, but this would not magnify the grace
of God as much. Peter instructs the elders to ‘Be
shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care’
(1 Peter 5:2) – the flock God has entrusted to you,
and not the flock you wish you had!
Again, the example of Scripture is really helpful
to us. When we consider the Samaritan woman at
the well in John 4, she had so many complicated
moral and most likely emotional issues – but
Christ met with her, and through her testimony
many came to Christ. So we accept the people
God brings to us, and look for him to work out
his beautiful redemptive story. The gospel is
indeed powerful and Christ’s death is sufficient
for every sinner who turns to him; we don’t have
to pre-select the likely candidates.
Why is this happening?
Perhaps one of the greatest lessons God has
been teaching us over the last year is to accept
his sovereign hand, even when, from an earthly

perspective, events seem to ‘go against’ us. For
us as a family, we are just emerging from what
has been a difficult year. We have faced some
significant health problems, and our natural
reaction is to think that such things ‘shouldn’t
happen to people like us.’ However, reading the
New Testament, and particularly the life of the
apostle Paul, we realise that God often works in
ways we do not understand. We might expect
that, at the very least, Paul as God’s missionary
to the Gentiles should be given smooth travel
arrangements and good health; but we see him
shipwrecked numerous times, and suffering from
illness. The key truth that he learnt was that ‘My
grace is sufficient for you’ (2 Cor. 12:9). We need
that sufficiency of God’s grace every day to keep
going in Central Asia.
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HERALD
INTERVIEW
WITH MONIKA
KEMPCZYŃSKA

POLAND
Continuing faithfully

Andrzej and Monika Kempczyński are Poles by
birth, and came to the UK so Andrzej could train
for ministry. They have been sent back to Poland by
their church in Tottenham to plant a church in the
large town of Legionowo. We asked Monika to give
her perspective on the work they are doing

You’ve been serving in Legionowo for
nine years. What have been the biggest
challenges for you during that time?

What are the pressures that the
wife of a missionary pastor
has to carry?

In Poland it is expected that a wife
will go out to work. Why is that important
in Polish culture?

Describe the spiritual situation
in Legionowo.

The biggest challenge was to start from
nothing. We came with two young
children and we thank God that we
had a little flat we could move into. But
we had to do a lot of work on the flat, at the
same time starting a church in Legionowo. The
challenge now is to not be discouraged, because
after nine years numbers coming to the church
are still small. We would love to grow, we pray
for that, but everything is in God’s hands. People
come and then leave for work reasons, going to
the UK, or moving into Warsaw. If we could count
all the people who were with us then we would
be quite a big group by now.

I have to be present when anything is
going on in the church. For example if we
organise a gospel evening or Christianity
Explored course then I would like to be
there, because you never know who may come a couple, a man, or a woman alone, so it’s much
easier for us to be present together. Whatever is
organised we can only really count on ourselves.
Also, every Sunday I play the guitar and lead
the singing, as we are a small group, and there
is nobody to stand in for me. It would be nice
sometimes just to enjoy being in the church and
not doing anything.

In Poland, all women who are able go to
work: they have to work, because usually
families cannot afford to live on one
salary only. If you don’t work it causes
gossip: ‘What is she doing? She’s not working, so
what is she doing?’ So it doesn’t build trust, only
suspicion. When you have a regular job you can
relate to the same issues as other women have,
and talk through the difficulties of life - lack of
time, trouble with handling many responsibilities.
That shows them that you understand them, and
you can identify with their problems.

Legionowo has about 50,000 inhabitants.
It is very close to Warsaw. However, there
had never been any evangelical church
here before we started. The Jehovah’s
Witnesses are very active. So when you say to
people that you are not Roman Catholic, they
think you are a JW, and you have to say ‘I’m
Baptist.’ For them it’s something completely new
and they don’t know what to think about it. So,
our target is to let people in Legionowo know
that there is a church, that we are not JWs, that
we are Christians and are open for them to come
and talk to us.
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INTERVIEW
In recent years young people’s ministry has
become very important in your work. What
are you doing?
We thought about youth work soon
after we arrived in Poland. We started
a mother’s and toddlers group but that
didn’t work and we don’t know why.
Then after a while we started to run a Holiday
Bible Club, for kids aged 7 to 15. During the
week we did different activities for three hours
a day connected with sports, but also with the
Bible. It takes lots of work beforehand, but it
gives us great joy. We do it because we are able
to tell the children about God, and we hope we
can also change their attitude towards Protestant
churches so they are not afraid in the future to
go to such a church. We also get to know the
parents, so maybe they will be more open when
we invite them to other activities. We have had
an Envision team from the UK coming and we
are very grateful to God for such help. It’s also

an attraction for the children that they are with
people who speak little Polish.
We have also started a Friday club for teenagers
with board games and ping pong, and Bible
lessons. We meet only once a month, but are
hoping to run it more often. In general Andrzej
and the other couple, Andrzej and Stasia, are
responsible for the club and I usually only pop
in for some time as a guest to chat a little bit
with the teenagers and make sure I know them
all and keep in touch with their parents. It’s very
promising work.
You have been struggling with a kidney
condition over the past year. How is your
health doing now?
It’s a problem with tiny filtering units
inside the kidney: they are damaged
and cannot be repaired, so it is a chronic
sickness. Whatever is damaged is
damaged. But my condition has improved and my

We will persevere in our work
faithfully for as long as God will give
us the strength to do it
doctors expect further improvement. I still take
steroids each day and medicines to reduce blood
pressure. There was a time when I was very active
and felt a lot of energy; nowadays I get tired quite
quickly. Actually, I am grateful to God for the
sickness, because it has opened my eyes to things
that I have never seen before. When somebody
was sick I would say ‘I’m so sorry’, but when you
really have to go through things it changes your
view completely.
In a lonely situation, how do you receive
encouragement?
I’m very grateful for all the
encouragement we get from people
in the UK through emails, letters, and
skype, as well as UK friends who visit
us. Even though we are a small group, we are
also encouraged by God because he is really
answering our prayers. We are so encouraged to
have Andrzej and Stasia being committed to the
church. We are encouraged especially that people
who know us pray for us, because prayer is really
crucial in the work. We have done everything
that we could have done, but we mustn’t just do
something once, but continue faithfully. So we
will persevere in our work faithfully for as long as
God will give us the strength to do it.

Does your church use our monthly Prayer Waves audio and video prayer
bulletin? This interview is featured in the September edition. Email Mission
Centre to receive this regularly. infodesk@gbm.org.uk
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ENVISION

west
GO north!
GO
ENVISION SUMMER TEAMS

Our two Envision summer teams this year went to Poland, to
work with Andrzej and Monika Kempczyński, and to Wick
in Caithness, to help the Harbour Mission Church where
former GBM missionary Gilbert McAdam is pastor. We were
disappointed that teams to Latvia and Italy had to be cancelled
due to lack of volunteers. Here the two teams tell their story

POLAND
For the third year running a team went to
Legionowo in Poland to help Andrzej and Monika
Kempczyński run a Holiday Bible Club. This year
the theme was ‘Wandering through the Wild
West’, with lots of cowboy outfits, and much
talk of prospecting for gold and other Wild West
related activities. Andrzej gave the talks each
12 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2018

day, sharing with the children what Jesus teaches
about riches and the true treasure that is only to
be found in him.
While only six boys turned up on the first day,
this more than doubled on Tuesday and grew
through the week. It is still a struggle for any
group that is not Roman Catholic to be trusted
enough by parents for them to send their children
along. Having English team members was an
asset as young people want to improve their
English.
In the afternoons the team went out on the
streets leafletting. A couple of folk on the team
had a conversation with a lady who had initially
refused a leaflet but then came back looking for
us. She wanted to talk about a documentary she
had watched about Martin Luther which came
from a Roman Catholic perspective. She was

Top: The boys piece together a memory verse. Above: Doing crafts with Monika
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happy for her details to be passed on to Andrzej
and so we pray fruit will come from that. Please
also pray for a lady who seemed so puzzled by
these English people giving out literature that
she put her hand out to take some for herself!
Please pray the Lord will break through the hard
protective shell - made up of years of foreign
oppression, tradition, Roman Catholicism and
suspicion of any other ‘religion’ - that encases
Polish hearts. Lord please have mercy and flood this
land with your grace.
On the Friday evening the team ran a pizza party
for families. (The church meeting room is over a
pizza restaurant.) A few parents came, and there
was a real quietness as Andrzej explained what he
had been teaching from the Bible.
A new block of flats is being constructed right
next to the church building, so please pray for the
church as they engage with this new mission field
over the coming months. We pray there will be
new residents looking for a Bible believing church
and also those with hearts that are open to the
gospel.
We have all had a great time as a team and
have had wonderful fellowship together this week.
It’s also been a real joy to be with Andrzej, Monika,
the other Andrzej and his wife Stasia and the rest
of the fellowship here. Though they are a small
fellowship with health issues and other difficulties,
they are a people who radiate a deep joy in Jesus.

WICK
We had a fantastic week at Wick. This was our
first experience of an Envision team and it truly
was partnership in the gospel as well as great
fellowship and fun. It was great working with
Gilbert and Emily who have strong ties individually
with many in the team. Our kind and generous
hosts made sure that we not only dined like kings
and queens each mealtime but had some time
off to explore the beautiful beaches and cliffs of
Caithness. We even stood in the rain one evening
to watch a Pipe-band and highland dancing!
From Tuesday to Friday we had four days of
Holiday Club (2-4pm) with a social evening
and prize-giving on the Friday evening for the
parents and children. The theme for the week
was ‘Mission Accomplished’ with lessons from
Luke’s gospel. There was a coffee morning on
the Saturday. We tried door to door visiting
but poor weather restricted this a bit. Two
of us preached on the Sunday. Rebecca did a

Nicola Edkins

A member of the 2018 Poland
team writes…
Being part of the Envision team in Poland was
such an amazing experience for me! I can
honestly say it was life-changing. God has used
this experience in my life to greatly increase my
desire for mission and in particular my desire
to do mission in Poland. It was truly amazing
to work alongside the Church in Legionowo
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and I was personally very struck by their great
joy in the Lord, and how we were so united in
Jesus even when we couldn’t speak the same
language! I made such great friends in the
church and on the team, and I actually can’t wait
to go back! I am so grateful to God for the time I
was able to spend there and for the impact it has
had on my life.
Rose Barnes

Clockwise from left: Wick Envision team outside the church; The bright results of the glove puppets craft

great job leading the Holiday Club each day and
organised the programme skilfully so that each
team member contributed according to their
strengths.  It was really important to have the
contribution of older and younger members.
What impressed us all was the church at
Wick’s valuable preparation. They had made good
contacts with children at the local schools and
at their occasional Thursday Club, but they still
wondered if any children would turn up. Praise
God, they did! We averaged forty each day, a
number of whom were in the church building
for the first time. The highlight of the week
was the Friday evening when many local

families were there. Everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves, the children sang well and showed
how much they had learned about Jesus and
his mission. And at an epilogue the gospel
was clearly presented. We all felt greatly
encouraged at what God had done during this
whole week.
I’m sure we all left Wick feeling tired but
with the conviction that there is nothing more
enjoyable than teams working together for the
spread of the gospel. Deep bonds of friendship
were developed. So, who’s for Wick next year?
James Paton
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In recent months momentous political changes have taken
place in Ethiopia. What has that meant for Christians living in
a country that has signiﬁcant religious and ethnic divides?

Seek the peace
of the city

A NEW DAY IN ETHIOPIA

E

ach morning we rise and pray for
the country and seek the peace
and prosperity of the city. But
this is no quiet affair, for Addis
Ababa is a very noisy place in the
morning. The city always wakes
to the muezzin and Orthodox calls to prayer and
gets increasingly noisier as the sun rises higher.
Yet somehow, today is different.
The streets are usually packed with brightly
clad people, who greet each other by saying
‘peace’ and who wear a beautiful smile. These
serene encounters are interrupted from time to
time by deafening trucks and chanting football
supporters, but today is different.
Sometimes there is a religious celebration
when the church sets up crosses in the street or
carries an ‘Ark of the Covenant’ to the nearby
river. Not today. This is different.
There have often been protests, especially
during the past two years, which have seen
arrests, blocked access to the city, burnt-out
vehicles, disappearances and a spreading
fear. But today’s noise is different. Today is
23 June 2018.
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The land of Cush
Ethiopia is a country twice the size of France,
made up of mountains, forests, jungles,
volcanoes, lakes and desert. It takes pride in its
rock-hewn fourth century Orthodox churches, its
Lion of Judah insignia, and in never having been
a colony. Ethiopia has sub-Saharan challenges
but is no longer the country that we saw starving
on LiveAid. Its large coffee plantations and
horticultural industries export to the world.
Once ruled by emperors such as Haile Selassie,
Ethiopia has passed through Marxism, the ‘Red
Terror’, famine and a twenty year war, on its
way to its current federal government. It is now
the world’s most populated landlocked country
with eighty-eight languages spread through
diverse ethnicities. It has seen economic growth
and improving infrastructure, having become a
hub for international air travel, while a new rail
line gives new access to sea exports. However,
increasingly Ethiopia has become a country of
political dissatisfaction, upheaval and rebellion,
dissension and economic challenges. The
war with Eritrea has been one of the African
continent’s deadliest conflicts. Being enlisted into

Street scenes in Addis Ababa
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President Abiy (right) with President Museveni of Uganda

the Eritrean army became so unpopular that it
caused Eritreans to crowd into refugee camps
or to make the treacherous journey towards the
Mediterranean. Yet there is a futility to this war,
for there is no great wealth of oil or minerals in
the disputed territory. It has been described as
‘two bald men fighting over a comb’.
Despite the ongoing war, Ethiopia remains a
land rich with hope and opportunities. However,
2016 saw a state of emergency announced. The
controlling government restricted media and
blocked internet access and communication
across the country. A divisive tension between
frustrated people groups increased. The situation
was not helped by international tensions with
nearby neighbours such as Egypt, as the building
of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
threatens to disrupt the flow of the Nile.

Political unrest
This unrest and instability climaxed in February
with the Prime Minister’s resignation from the
four-party coalition government. Uncertainty
increased in April when a new leader was
announced. The man appointed to take the helm
of this unsettled country was Dr Abiy Ahmed Ali,
who began to speak of reform and improvement.
While many doubted that he was anything more
18 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2018

than a puppet for the old regime, a rare aura of
hope sprang up in the country.
At forty-one, Abiy is Africa’s youngest leader.
With a Muslim father and Christian mother,
he seems a worthy candidate for the country’s
healing, peace and unity. An encouraging sign for
us is his own personal faith – he is an apparent
believer and is not afraid to carry this publicly
as he displayed in his speech for the Full Gospel
Church anniversary celebration in 2016.

A bomb in the crowd
On 23 June 2018, tens of thousands of Ethiopians
headed into the city for a peaceful rally in support
of Abiy Ahmed. Such support for an Ethiopian
leader had not been seen for many decades, but
here it seemed as though the entire population
had turned out to praise what the Prime Minister
had started to do. In a moment, the sea of
colourful ‘Abiy’ t-shirts was split by a grenade
explosion: a failed attempt on Abiy’s life that
claimed the headlines for the day. The explosion
was coordinated by the minority support for
the old controlling government. Yet even this
violence could not dampen the celebrations
of the majority, the singing continued and the
celebrations ended with a hopeful calm. Abiy
aptly said that ‘Love always wins. Killing others is

This vast, multi-faceted country still
desperately needs peace within its own borders
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When you buy your coffee and African-grown
supermarket roses or bedding plants, think
and pray for Ethiopia…

A street market in Addis Ababa

a defeat. To those who tried to divide us, I want
to tell you that you have not succeeded.’
Since 23 June, he has continued to take
progressive and optimistic steps. He has met
with the Eritrean leader and brought a close to
the twenty year war. The dusty Eritrean embassy
has reopened and flights to the capital have
recommenced. Rather than being bitter, Abiy
Ahmed’s predecessor has expressed ‘heartfelt joy’
at the reversal of twenty years of hatred. It seems
as if a tension over the Horn of Africa has been
lifted, and while the disputed Bedami border is
yet to be agreed, most will be glad of the new
access to the sea that Ethiopia will have through
the agreement.
Things are hopeful but not perfect. This vast,
multi-faceted country still desperately needs
peace within its own borders. The Ethio-Somali,
Southern and Oromo regions still see much
violence. The Gedeo area in the south has seen
hundreds of thousands displaced, needing
security, food and shelter. ‘Time will tell’ seems to
be the aura surrounding every conversation about
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Ethiopia’s future: a situation that will need much
prayer, particularly for the wisdom of the Prime
Minister with his new and challenging role as he
seeks to bring peace to the country.

Pray for your leaders
1 Timothy 2 commands us: ‘I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions and
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings
and all who are in high positions, that we may
lead a peaceful; and quiet life godly and dignified
in every way. This is good and it is pleasing in the
sight of God our Saviour who desires all people
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the
truth.’
Let us obey this and pray for the leadership of
Ethiopia. When you buy your coffee and Africangrown supermarket roses or bedding plants, think
and pray for Ethiopia, that the optimism of the
people would not prove misplaced, but that God,
through his servant Abiy Ahmed, would lead
Ethiopia to an era of peace and praise.

Meganesha Forest
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ONEHUNDREDFOLD

AN AUDIO BOOT-CAMP
BOOT

OneHundredFold is
a ministry of UFM
that uses a range
of media platforms
to provide ministry
resources for use
across the world.
This summer they
ran an Envision
team with GBM in
Mission centre in
Abingdon
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O

ur radio studios
in Mission Centre
in Abingdon are
one of GBM’s
undiscovered treasures. Hidden
away below ground level, they
have been the engine room of
our radio ministry for over forty
years. Ian Flanders, Andrew
Cook and Derek French use
them to record our regular
programmes, and you may also
find Dan Bryant and me down
there, recording interviews for
Prayer Waves. However, in July,
an Envision team came to take
over the whole complex, and all
three studios were a hive
of activity.
Keith Charlton is a UFM
missionary working in
partnership with GBM, and
the OneHundredFold Envision
team was his brainchild. It
was a two-week audio ‘boot-

camp’, to train volunteers in
how to record and edit audio
books for circulation through
OneHundredFold’s media
network.
Four volunteers joined the
team, with a range of ages and
previous technical experience.
During the fortnight, they built
their own portable recording
kit, with a professional
microphone and recorder and
an acoustic ‘sound box’ so they
can continue their recording
and editing when they return
home. Keith trained them in the
finer points of audio editing, as
well as how to use and sustain
your voice in a long recording.
Each team member then
recorded and edited a magazine
article as a trial exercise. Having
learnt their skills they then
embarked on recording an
entire book. They only hoped

to record the first chapter while
the team was together, but
the plan is for each of them to
work on recording the rest of
their book once they get home.
‘Discovering GBM Radio and
being a part of the team for a
fortnight has been fabulous,’
said Sue Griffiths. ‘I hadn’t
realised the scale of the need
for audio books in the rest of
the world. The process is much
more creative than I realised.
It really has delivered a double
whammy: creating resources
and being blessed by what you
are reading.’
Derek Fieldhouse runs his
church audio in Leyton, but
even so the team proved quite
a learning curve, developing his
skills to a new level. ‘Building
a prepared environment for
recording, and then preparing
the reading before recording,

was a good challenge. I feel
God has given me this to
do, given me the skill sets to
achieve it, and said “Get on
with it!”’
Dana Obada is a Romanian
who now lives in Aylesbury.
‘English is not my first
language, but reading English
from a script is much easier.
At first, I was scared of the
recording process, but at a
tough time of life the Lord put
this on my heart.’
Matthew Colclough has
a background in media
production, but even so learnt
some editing ‘tricks’ he didn’t
know. ‘So many
Envision teams
involve working
with children,
which isn’t me,
so I was delighted
when GBM came up

with an IT-based team. It’s a great
opportunity to use my interest
in the media to do something
spiritually constructive.’
As team leader, this was a
dream fulfilled for Keith. ‘This
project has been on my heart for
five years. Training a team means
we can multiply our output. The
team has been fantastic – a variety
of skills and voices, and four
people was ideal for the space we
had. This is the first
time we have run
this, and I hope
we can do it
again here,
as well as in
a church in the
United States.’
Jim Sayers
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Daniel is now committed to
doing a PhD focussing on the
covenant of redemption. Daniel
says ‘Some people have asked
me, “Why is it necessary for you
to study for a doctorate? Is it
not enough with all the studies
that you have already done?”
The nature of the ministry I am
seeking to do in the future will
require me to have doctoral
studies…to be better equipped
to serve the Spanish church by
improving my theological skills in
writing, teaching and engaging
with particular issues related
to the Latin American context.
In some cases the government
requires those involved in
education at BA level and above
to have a PhD.’
Daniel and Ellie will be based
in Reading for the next couple
of years, where Daniel will work

Daniel and Ellie Caballero

Wedding –
Daniel and Ellie
Caballero
The steady rain on 12 May
was incapable of dampening
the spirits of Daniel and Ellie
Caballero as they were married
in Reading. Daniel’s parents and
his sisters were granted a visa
to travel from Peru for the big
day, and Carey Baptist Church
was filled with family and
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many friends. David Magowan
conducted the wedding, with
some elements of the service
in Spanish for the benefit of
Daniel’s family. Chris Hawthorne
preached powerfully from Genesis
1 and Ephesians 5 on the joy of
a shameless marriage. Daniel’s
Latino celebrations after the
completion of the vows, punching
the air like a football player, and
his barn-storming speech at the
reception, will live long in the
memory!

part-time for Carey Baptist
Church. He will continue to
teach through the online Bible
course Teologia para Vivir
which he and others have
set up in Peru. This draws on
the best lectures available in
Spanish, together with some
content which Daniel and his
colleagues have recorded.
In 2017, 77 students took
modules of the course. At

the same time, they have
been able to publish a book
in Spanish on John Owen
and English Puritanism,
consisting of translations
of chapters written in
English by a number of
well-known authors. Daniel
and his colleagues are now
working on a second book,
a translation of some of the
works of John Flavell.

TWO NEW
MINISTRIES
We announced in the May edition of the GBM
Herald that Tom and Lucy Forryan would not now
be going to Paris. Tom has since accepted a call to
serve as pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Hitchin,
in Hertfordshire. The induction is on Saturday 13
October. Tom says ‘Please pray for this small church
as we seek to grow together with a growth that
comes from God.’ Tom is also organising a ‘Pray for
Paris’ weekend for 9-11 November. The aim is to
learn something about the history of the gospel in
Paris, meet current evangelical church leaders, attend
church and pray together. Anyone interested should
contact Tom by email: tomforryan@yahoo.co.uk
Jonathan and Cathy Bayes have been looking for
some months for a church where Jonathan can serve
as pastor, having finished his training visits to Asia
with Carey Outreach Ministries. Having preached
at Stanton Lees Chapel in Derbyshire as a visiting
preacher for many years, he and the family visited
there in May, and the church issued a unanimous
call at the beginning of July. They hope to move
to Derbyshire as soon as possible. The church has
allowed Jonathan one day a week to continue with
his writing ministry for Carey.

GBM Newsfeed
Do you receive our monthly email update, GBM
Newsfeed? This contains up to date information and
news to fuel your prayers and keep you informed of
what we are doing. You can sign up for this via the
online form on our website.
www.gbm.org.uk/resources.html
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I WANT TO SUPPORT GRACE BAPTIST MISSION
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NAME
ADDRESS

POSTCODE
COUNTRY

EMAIL
PLEASE USE MY GIFT:
❐ Wherever the need is greatest

FOUNDATIONS 18
HOMERTON
SPRING MEADOW

PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER
❐ I have made an online transfer/bank deposit of £
(amount) on |
|
|
| (date)

❐ For the designated support of
❐ I have set up an online standing order with my bank to
pay £
on the
(day) of
(month) and then
monthly/quarterly/annually thereafter.

PAY BY CHEQUE
I enclose a cheque for:
£
made payable to
Grace Baptist Mission CIO

❐ I do not require an
acknowledgement of this gift

Grace Baptist Mission CIO account:
HSBC, Abingdon
Sort code 40-08-10 Account number:

71100335

STANDING ORDER FORM
❐ I have downloaded a GBM standing order form from the
GBM website:
www.gbm.org.uk/finance/STANDING_ORDER_FORM.pdf
and I have completed this and sent it to my bank.

❐ I enclose a copy of this form for GBM’s records.

GIFT AID DECLARATION
❐ I wish GBM to claim gift aid on all donations I make to GBM. I confirm I have paid or will pay an
amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least
equal to the amount of tax that will be reclaimed on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that
other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of
tax on every £1 that I give.
SIGNED

DATE

Please notify Grace Baptist Mission if you:
· Want to cancel this declaration · Change your name or home address
· No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO
Grace Baptist Mission CIO 12 Abbey Close, Abingdon-on-Thames, Oxon, OX14 3JD
Or scan and email to infodesk@gbm.org.uk
Grace Baptist Mission CIO - Registered charity No: 1157506
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Foundations at Faith Mission Centre in Earl Stonham

Foundations 18
– growing and
going
FOUNDATIONS 18

(PLEASE SPECIFY)

Foundations, the new
flagship event of the
Association of Grace
Baptist Churches (East
Anglia) filled the Faith
Mission Centre in Earl
Stonham on a very hot
Saturday 7 July. The
centre is a new facility

with a large hall and breakout
meeting rooms (as well as bunk
room dormitories upstairs - a
great venue for a youth group
weekend), and this made an
excellent venue for the day,
with the combination of quality
facilities in the stunning Suffolk
countryside. Some two hundred
people came together from
Grace Baptist churches for a
day focussed on churches that
are ‘growing and going’ in their
mission together.

The ministry in the two main
sessions was given by Lewis Allen.
Lewis and his wife Sarah moved
from Chiswick to Huddersfield to
plant Hope Church in 2010. In
the morning, Lewis expounded 1
John 4:7-21, asking ‘How do we
grow in Christ?’ and looking at
assurance in Christ as the basis
of all our growth. That assurance
flows out into serving others in
the strength of God’s love. Lewis
challenged everyone not just to
know the truth but to grow in
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View over Homerton

Homerton:
Redeveloping
for the Gospel
Sometimes our old
church premises
become not only a
financial and timeconsuming burden but
maybe also a hindrance
to our gospel outreach. Often
we may feel that there is
nothing we can do to change
these circumstances, the costs
are too prohibitive!
The old Homerton Baptist
Church building in East
London was one such case,
but in the Lord’s providence,
the church’s trustees, the
Association of Grace Baptist
Churches (South East), had
recently been introduced to
a very entrepreneurial design
developer, SpaceLab. Not
a Christian firm, but very
sympathetic to working with
churches, they are prepared
to take the financial risk, with

suitable protection, of financing
and delivering a project – great
news, and on top of that, at no
cost to the church (or trustees)!
So after several meetings with
the church leadership, trustees
and SpaceLab, we agreed the
details of a development in
the summer of 2016. Planning
consent was given to demolish
the old building and build a
new development, with the
church building filling the
ground floor and basement,
and a pastor’s flat, plus twenty
four other flats (for sale) on the
upper floors. The church could
look forward with thankfulness
to new premises, with state of
the art and copious facilities, to
serve the Lord for the years to
come.
As this article is written, the
construction is almost complete,
and the church is planning to
move into their new facilities,
and the pastor and his wife,
Steven and Judy Richards, into
their new flat. In the Lord’s
provision, Homerton Baptist

ver
quistius net iduci totat volum res ad quation sequata numquia que
perferi a dolo diam cum ipsam ani simus et velecto et offic totat ut
tatempe por modit exces at labore volum, odipsam hil ipsae
autem fuga. Natur, non prepers peribeatest, odis pelis etureic
Labor asi blabore comnis dellacipid ulparciis eos volestiisqui ullent
veriorunt et estotatur? Aquidel illorep uditatendi natquatus.
ratis untinih illam, voluptatur simil maioreprem. Udam ipsa

Church have been able to meet
with their sister church in West
Ham whilst ‘homeless’, sharing
fully in the ministry. Hopefully
it looks like this favour will be
returned, as the church at West
Ham also redevelop their site with
SpaceLab.
One of the key ‘gospel’
elements of the new facilities

will be a coffee shop, Blend
Café, built into the corner of
the new building. This will be
open each day to serve the
local community and indeed
commuters, and on a Sunday will
be a great space for fellowship.
The church also intends to
hire out its many rooms, ‘HBC
Community Centre’, to local

businesses and organisations,
making contact with them and
bringing the church proactively
into the community. In the past
we have been on the fringe. Now
projects like Homerton will allow
a church purposefully to be at the
centre of the community, bringing
the good news of a wonderful
Saviour to those who would
never cross the threshold of a
church, receive a tract or open
the door.
Praise God for his wonderful
provision for Homerton! If
you would like to discuss
redevelopment possibilities for
your church premises, contact
Nigel Hoad at
nigelhhoad.agbcse@gmail.com
To ask for a ‘tour’ of
Homerton, contact
Steven Richards at
pastor@homerton.church

Spring Meadow
– Sunday at Five
Spring Meadow Baptist
Church in Cradley Heath
is in the heart of the
Black Country in the West
Midlands. For many years
they had run an outreach
Sunday School after the
church morning service,
bussing the children in
from a local estate, but this had
recently fallen on hard times.
Holiday Bible Club each year
reached many more children, but
often they didn’t then connect

SPRING MEADOW

Homerton Baptist Church new building

HOMERTON

expressing God’s love in our service
and relationships in local churches.
Three different seminars looked
at how churches relate to their
communities. Ray Evans (Bedford)
discussed how we encourage the
new, the needy and the neglected in
our local churches, three groups who
we all find ourselves in at one time or
another. Graham Daniels (Christians in
Sport) drew on his extensive experience
of sports and university evangelism
to increase our usefulness in personal
witness. I led two sessions looking at
local churches as spiritual movements,
understanding the key elements
of a healthy spiritual movement of
churches.
In the final session of the day, Lewis
expounded the parable of the prodigal
son. This familiar parable is a warning
to complacent, familiar religion and a
summons to be made uncomfortable
again at the extravagant, open-armed
love of God the Father to the religious
and the irreligious. Videos of both
talks and all the seminars are now on
YouTube, and can be found via the
AGBC website www.grace-ea.org
On a blazing-hot summer’s day
(while England were beating Sweden
in the world cup) it was encouraging
to see people coming out in such
numbers to hear and apply God’s
word. Simon Robinson, who chaired
the day, said ‘It’s been very stimulating
and thought-provoking, and incredibly
helpful to have the opportunity to look
specifically at many of the issues that
are real for ourselves as churches.’ Next
year’s ‘Foundations 19’ is booked for
29 June, and the main speaker is Bill
James of London Seminary.
Jim Sayers
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Members of Spring Meadow after a prayer meeting
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into anything for the rest of the
year.
The church considered a
number of options, including
after-school clubs, but nothing
fitted. When praying together
about the situation, a plan
emerged. On the last Sunday
evening of each month they
would start a programme called
‘Sunday at Five’, with three
different streams, for children,
young people and adults, based

around the different resources
available from Christianity
Explored. The children would
have Epic Explorers, led by
the pastor, Julian Eisner, and a
team. The young people would
meet upstairs and follow Life
Explored, while the other elder
would lead adults through
the main Christianity Explored
course in the back hall. All this
would happen an hour earlier
than usual at 5:00pm, and would
be followed by a full ‘family tea’.
The new format began in
April, advertised on a large
banner on the church railings. The
numbers who come along are a
significant increase on a normal
Sunday evening service, though
recruiting children is the hardest.
‘What really thrilled me,’ says the
pastor, Julian Eisner, ‘was seeing

everyone’s gifts released, everyone
having a role and feeling involved.
To avoid the problem of too many
Christians tipping the balance in
a group, some members meet in
a home to pray. They then join us
for tea at the end.’
During the Old Hill festival
in the local community on
a Saturday in mid-July, the
church opened their doors for
refreshments as well as doing
street outreach. Several people
came to the next ‘Sunday at
five’, including a Muslim family
from the Middle East, who are
unusually open to the gospel.
Julian adds, ‘The church
agreed to trial this for at least
six months, and while the
encouragements so far are small
but significant, it is clear that we
need to keep at it.’

GBM EVENTS

EVERY PEOPLE
EVERY NATION

DAY
2018
2
018

Committing ourselves to the task unﬁnished

THE TASK OF MISSION IS BY NO MEANS FINISHED. Many nations and people
groups remain unreached – that is, the Christians among them are so few that they
need outside help to reach the whole of their nation. Some of these people groups are
remote tribes, others are nations within Europe. In vast areas of Central Asia there are
people who have never met a real Christian or heard a presentation of the gospel. If
we are to be committed to reaching every people and every nation then the task is
huge and we must redouble our efforts in the work of world mission.
Join us for GBM’s Annual Mission Day in Solihull. Listen to presentations from
those serving in mission. Be encouraged as a great crowd of Christians worship
God together. Finish the day with ministry from David Campbell from North Preston
Evangelical Church.
Missionaries expected to take part include: Jason and Andrea Murfitt, Chris and
Helen Hawthorne, and missionaries from Central Asia, as well as UK Asian outreach,
and GBM’s radio ministry.
PROGRAMME

11.00am: Missionary presentations

2.00pm: Missionary presentations

11.00am: Church Delegates meeting

3.00pm: Every people every nation–
multimedia presentation

12.00 noon: Missionary presentations
1.00pm: Missionary presentations

4.45pm: Worship and ministry –
Preacher: David Campbell

REFRESHMENTS A selection of hot and cold snacks will be on sale at the Renewal Centre.

Commissioning service for
Chris and Helen Hawthorne
St John’s Wood Road Baptist
Church, London, NW8 8QX
Saturday 20 October, 2:00pm
Preacher: Nigel Styles
(Cornhill)

Southport Mission Day
Grace Baptist Church,
Southport, PR8 1EG
Saturday 17 November,
9:30am-1:00pm
Ian Flanders, Daryl Jones,
Andrew Love (UFM)

Sussex Mission Day
Hailsham Baptist Church,
Market Street, Hailsham,
BN27 2AG
Saturday 24 November
Daniel and Ellie Caballero,
Jim Sayers

GETTING
THERE

BY CAR

PARKING

ADDRESS

Exit M42 at Junction 5 and
travel on the A41 towards
Birmingham. Turn right at the
third set of traffic lights into
Lode Lane. Take the second
turning on your right into
Boulton Road. The Renewal
Conference Centre car park
is immediately right on
Boulton Road.

Renewal Conference Centre
has extensive free car parking
facilities. The centre has
parking for disabled drivers at
the front of the building. For
details of coach parking see
www.renewalcc.co.uk.

Renewal Conference Centre,
Lode Lane, Solihull,
West Midlands B91 2JR
Tel: 0121 711 1234
www.renewalcc.co.uk

BY RAIL The local train
station is Solihull which is on
the Marylebone Line. Use X2
bus to reach Renewal Centre.

Grace Baptist Mission 12 Abbey Close Abingdon Oxon OX14 3JD Tel: 01235 520147
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Committing ourselves to the task unﬁnished

GBM Annual Mission Day
Saturday 27 Oct 2018
Renewal Centre, Solihull
Preacher: David Campbell
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