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A rethink about mission?

I

s it time to rethink our approach to
mission? Is there still a need for GBM? Do
its distinctives really matter? As my time
as chairman comes to an end, let me say
quite unequivocally that the principles
upon which GBM seeks to operate are
based on the instructions handed down to
the disciples by Jesus just before his ascension.
What we often refer to as the Great Commission
in Matt. 28:18 – 20 must still be the guiding
principle and marching orders for those churches
that fellowship together in mission.
1 We must go! We must be pro-active and go to
where people are and not wait for them to come
to us.
2 Our purpose must be to make disciples. This
highlights that our goal is to be so much more than
gaining converts, including building, equipping and
helping one another to grow in their walk with the
Lord.
3 Our target group is all nations. In other words,
there are no groups or classes of people that are to
be excluded in this great task.
4 It must involve baptising those who have come to
faith. This emphasises the centrality of the church in
mission – baptism is the way into the church and the
place for ‘discipling’ is within the church.
5 Our objective is to be thorough, not just in
what is taught but in what is practised, because

GBM exists to help churches support their missionaries worldwide, in ministries of

the command of Christ was to teach them to
observe all that I have commanded you.
Of course GBM itself is not essential to fulfil
these tasks, but as churches we have no choice
but to obey the command of the one who
laid down his life for us. ‘We love because he
first loved us’ and “if you love me, keep my
commandments”. The churches that have come
together to partner in the work of mission have
done so because they have confidence that
the principles that guide the work of GBM are
those expressed above. We long to see these
priorities being reflected as more churches
identify from among their members and send
out as missionaries those who are gifted for such
work. Of course, on a very practical note, they
will need support to enable them to do that.
Currently, Mission Council is having to look at
ways of reducing expenditure due to lower levels
of income. May our love for the Lord and our
commitment to mission express itself, not only in
prayer, but in the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7).
Do pray for Keith Johns as he takes on the
role of chairman of GBM Council in October and
also for Jim Sayers as he leaves to take up the
work of church-planting in Didcot. Please pray
that a suitable replacement for him as Head of
Communications will be found and consider
whether you or someone from your church may
have the gifts needed to take on this role.
Graham Field
GBM Council Chairman
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JEAN ELLIS

TRUSTING GOD FOR THE FUTURE
Jean Ellis looks back on the way the Lord led her to serve in
Austria. GBM’s support for Jean ceased as she reached 70, though
she continues to serve the Lord in Austria as a ‘pensioner’!
Can the death of a baby really be part
of God’s plan? Whether we answer
yes or no, it was certainly the way the
Lord led my parents to have a fourth
baby, which was me!
Verses 13-16 of Psalm 139 are among my
favourite verses because I experienced how
God was in control of my life even before I was
conceived. My mother fell during the pregnancy
and the medical staff did not think I would survive
after birth, but the Lord had my life in his hands
from the very beginning.
The most important thing during my teenage
4 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019

years was neither being a bridesmaid nor
commencing work at an international bank
in London at the age of sixteen, but the Lord
entering my life in a very special way, just one
month before my eighteenth birthday. I had been
with my friend to a church service, which I had
not enjoyed at all! However, I went back when
she was baptised and realised that baptism was
right, but that I could not be baptised. Realising
that Christ died for me, because I was sinful, led
me to read my Gideon’s New Testament more
regularly and come to Psalm 143:8:
Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the

morning; for in thee do I trust:
cause me to know the way wherein I should
walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.
Eighteen months later I was baptised at that
same church and became a member there.
My first attempt to teach children in the
church’s Friday Club was how the Lord began
to speak to me about serving him. The talk was
based on Isaiah 6:8:
‘”Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
“Here am I. Send me!”’
During the two holidays I had with my friend in
the Tyrol, Austria, the Lord spoke to me again. At
one time I said to Linda, ‘If I had to leave England
for any reason, I wouldn’t mind living in Austria.’
At another time we saw two children in Austrian
costume carrying a tin bath between them and I
thought, ‘Who tells the children in Austria about
the Lord?’

Since school I had been collecting pen friends
throughout the world, but none of them were
believers so I began to feel guilty about not being
able to communicate the gospel to them in their
own languages. The Lord challenged me about
this and I began to consider learning a language
more fully. I had learnt some French and Spanish
at school, and had German evening classes
between two holidays, so I took a book out of
the library and studied on my own. After several
months and actually making progress, I prayed
specifically for the Lord’s guidance – was it just to
write to a pen friend, or should I go?
One way in which the Lord answered was
through reading the Herald magazine. I often
open magazines at the back and on this occasion
I was surprised to read the heading ‘7 million in
Austria.’ The Lord led me through many steps
to guide me to Austria, plus all the preparation
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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needed: three years at the Irish Baptist College,
learning more German, helping in the local
church and visiting other churches to encourage
their support.
It took ten years from the point
when I knew the Lord wanted me
in Austria to when I finally arrived in
Klagenfurt. That was 1982, and my
first responsibility was the children’s
work there. I have always enjoyed working with
children, but my aim was to get Austrians to
take over the various meetings I started. When
this began to happen I started asking the Lord
what he wanted me to do next. He once again
indicated learning a language, which frightened
me until I met a profoundly Deaf person for the
first time. Watching a conversation in Austrian
sign language, although unable to understand it,
was quite fascinating. Once again the question
came: ‘Who tells the Deaf in Austria about the
Lord Jesus?’
When the Lord wants us to do something he

Sabine leading the group in signing a song

also makes it possible, so I was soon learning
Austrian sign language, getting to know local
Deaf people and even beginning to interpret for
them. It was while interpreting for a wedding
that the Lord directed me to consider offering the
Deaf monthly services in sign language. It came
about as I asked one of the guests about her
own wedding day and was shocked to find she
had not had an interpreter and therefore had not
really known what had been said!
In October 1995 Ernst Prugger, the then pastor
of the church in Klagenfurt, agreed to work with
me in presenting a service for the Deaf. Only a
handful came, but the news spread that there
was something being offered in Austrian sign
language and gradually more Deaf people came
along. Over almost twenty-five years since these
services started, about a hundred Deaf people
have been at least once and over sixty have
come often. Regular numbers at each service are
seldom over twenty, but they are not always the
same twenty!

It took ten years from the point when I knew
the Lord wanted me in Austria to when I
finally arrived in Klagenfurt…
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Mirko and Kla

us baptising Barbara

The first conversions in 2003 were
a particular joy. Then as Gerhard
was beginning to feel very much on
his own, Mirko came to know the
Lord and his wife took the plunge
soon afterwards. Those were exciting years with
conversions and baptisms taking place almost
every year, but things have slowed down. 2015
was the last conversion, and we are still waiting
for the baptism of Monica, Mirko and Manuela’s
daughter (perhaps this year?).
As with the work among the children, my
aim has always been to help the Deaf to take
on the work themselves. The difficulty they
have with understanding written German is a
problem, but progress was being made with them
organising the whole of the monthly services
and even taking the lead in the weekly Bible
studies. However, as I write this there have been
setbacks, with the most able men taking on work
which prevents them attending Thursday Bible
studies. This means they no longer preach at the
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services. Although that has helped others to take
part, there is still a long way to go for any of the
others to become preachers.
I am now in the process of moving to a
peaceful village in the country and will no longer
be living next to the church, so we need to
consider how the meetings for the Deaf can be
continued and developed, especially as some
of the most active members of the group
are going through difficult times. The Lord
has not yet told me to discontinue working
with the Deaf, so although the future may
be uncertain in many respects, as I look back
over the seventy years the Lord has held me
in his hand, I am sure that he has plans for the
future – not just for me, but also for this small
group of Deaf believers. Please join in praying for
them to experience his leading in each of their
lives and as a group.
Come to Annual Mission Day in October to hear
Jean speak about her work.

The Lord has not yet told me to discontinue
working with the Deaf, so although the future
may be uncertain in many respects…
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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PERU

Sarah
SUPPORTING

Sarah Clay is a Latin Link missionary working in partnership
with GBM in Peru. Her sending church, Prettygate Baptist
Church in Colchester, sent one of their elders Graham Rushby
and his wife Linda to visit Sarah and see her work close up.
Here they report on their experience of Peru

W

e were greeted at Lima airport
by a happy and smiling Sarah
Clay carrying a banner saying
Welcome to Peru. After a
twelve and a half hour flight,
we were pleased to be there and begin a visit that
had been talked about for the past few years.
Our home church, Prettygate Baptist Church in
Colchester, has been supporting Sarah in her
ministry in Peru for the past twelve and a half
years. This we have done through prayer, pastoral
Skype sessions, having a dedicated mission board,
WhatsApp communications, sending letters and
parcels, giving financially and visiting her. Our trip
was to encourage Sarah in the Lord, and to learn,
at first hand, about her work in Huaraz and other
parts of Peru. Sarah had arranged for us to join
her and take part in several of her meetings, and
to discuss other elements of her ministry that we
8 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019

were not able to observe first hand.
Huaraz is in the Andes mountains, and the
bus journey there from Lima takes over eight
hours. It is over 3,000 metres above sea level,
and altitude sickness can be an issue for the
newcomer. The view from Sarah’s flat to Peru’s
highest mountain in the distance is breath-taking.
Having arrived late on Friday our first commitment
was to connect with Prettygate Baptist Church
by Skype for the whole Sunday morning service.
This is something that Sarah does at least twice a
year. Remembering that Peru is six hours behind
UK time, and that we needed to connect at least
thirty minutes before the start of the service, we
experienced at first hand the sacrifice of getting
up at 3.30am!
Sarah attends the Iglesia Alianza Cristiana y
Misionera (Christian and Missionary Alliance
Church) in Huaraz, and we joined her at their

Huaraz sits high in the Andes mountains in central Peru
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Graham and Linda with Sarah

service later the same morning. She is very
involved with the church as she supports pastoral
work with individuals, couples and small groups
of ladies. She is co-leader of a Bible study
home group, and is a church steward as well
as volunteering to project the words for songs
during services.
That same day we saw another aspect of
Sarah’s work when we joined the Huaraz Latin
Link team for their monthly lunch and Bible study.
Graham was able to share a message with the
group following the meal. Sarah said the group ‘is
very precious to me; it’s like family. So for you to
share in that setting, that’s really special. It’s always
nice for us to have someone visit and share.’
This is a mutually supportive team, sharing
concerns and prayer for each other, and for the
individual women and children within the care of
Arco Iris (The Rainbow Association). Sarah is much
valued for her contributions to the team.
On Monday Sarah had two one-to-one
Bible studies during the afternoon and we had
the privilege of attending one of the church’s
home groups and sharing more of God’s word
with the thirteen people, not all Christians yet,
who met together. Sarah worked hard at being
10 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019

Sarah leads a ladies bible study

our translator. Sarah’s role as a discipler came
through clearly at this meeting as she related
enthusiastically to the different ages of the group.
Tuesday saw a small number of ladies from
the Rainbow Association meeting at Sarah’s
flat for Bible study. This was a very special time
for us all. We shared our testimonies and how
God has upheld us through our experiences as
parents and grandparents. The ladies responded
with honesty and openness about their own
situations. They thanked us for allowing Sarah
to come to Peru and be with them! They were
very understanding of the fact that Sarah has
left home and family to be there. They also
appreciate very clearly the commitment and
love that she shows them. We had already
seen Sarah’s enthusiasm for sharing the gospel
with the people of Huaraz and her concern
for their daily walk with God. After this
meeting we asked Sarah where her heart was
and she replied, ‘My heart is in pastoral care,
in discipling, in seeing people grow in their
relationship with God, in seeing them discover
the Bible for themselves and learning to feed
themselves daily.’
This meeting confirmed to us that, although

her role has changed from working directly with
street children and Arco Iris, God has called her
into something new and equally special. It was
thrilling to hear that the former director of Arco
Iris had previously expressed a vision for this
specific work.
During the rest of the week Sarah had Bible
studies with individual ladies, and administration
duties to complete. We also joined her at the
weekly early morning Arco Iris prayer time, where
the team shares specific work concerns, which on
this occasion focused on the young people in the
children’s home.
Aware of the need to serve as well as receive
support herself from Latin Link, Sarah works
faithfully as a member of the Peru Leadership
team. In our conversations with Sarah we
learned that her responsibilities are wide
ranging. As well as administrative tasks for
their annual conference, she travels to Lima
for team meetings, is a trustee for the El Inca
Christian Bookshop, and is vice-President of the
Latin Link legal body. One aspect of her work
that uses her pastoral skills is giving support to
prospective and serving Peruvian missionaries.
This is a considerable task as she is involved with

the candidates throughout the whole selection
process. Taking into account cultural issues,
Latin Link has also recognised the importance
of supporting the missionary’s family, including
visiting them all at their home.
Our visit has definitely given us a clearer
understanding of Sarah’s passion for working
alongside the people of Huaraz. It was a privilege
to see how she relates to the ladies, and how
much they value her work with them. We have
returned home with much to share for prayer, and
leave you with Sarah’s own words which express
her personal prayer.
‘I need the roots of my relationship with God
to just keep on going deeper and deeper and
that is the basis of everything. I need him to be
constantly challenging me about the way I relate
to people, about my attitudes, about my words,
my speech and my relationships. Also how I go
deeper in his word, applying it and understanding
it in relation to what is appropriate in this culture,
to be able to be a blessing to people in the way I
come alongside them. So that’s my basic prayer
request, always that my own relationship with
God is my priority and then the ministry is an
outflowing of that.’
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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ASIAN WOMEN IN BRITAIN

In an Asian woman’s shoes
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are
perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-4

If I may, I am going to ask you to put on a
very different pair of shoes. These are shoes
normally worn by people from Pakistan, Turkey,
Somalia or Iraq. Or maybe people from Bradford,
Blackburn, London or Halifax. While the shape
of the shoes (their culture), the style of the shoes
(their religion) and the fabric they’re made from
(their practices) may vary enormously, there is
one thing that generally unites the people who
wear them, and that is that sometimes they are
misunderstood.
It has been my privilege to get to know Muslim
women over the years. While outwardly it may
seem they are ‘all the same’, I have to say that
statement couldn’t be further from the truth.
Behind the veil they are warm, witty, hospitable
and kind. It just so happens that because of the
news reports on our screens and general opinion
these days, it means that for some of us we don’t
really get to see that side of them very often.
While many women do wear veils to protect
their honour, to be fashionable or to make a
statement about who they are, they’re not the
12 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019

veils to be concerned about. The veil to concern
us is the one that is draped right across their
hearts. It’s the veil that keeps them from seeing
‘the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ’
Because this veil has stopped them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
then they have to try and please their god, Allah,
another way. That way can be summed up as
works-based religion, and because as human
beings we are so painfully aware of our weakness
and limitations, many Muslims wonder if they
have ever really done enough. And it’s not long
before that wondering turns into the fear that
actually it’s more than certain that they haven’t
done enough.
This fear controls in many ways. It has such a
control over one woman that she will continue to
fast over Ramadan while she is pregnant – even
though she is exempt – because she wants to be
sure she is pleasing Allah.
It has such control over another that if she
doesn’t wake early and say her prayers at the
correct time of day, she will, in her own words,
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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I WANT TO SUPPORT GRACE BAPTIST MISSION
NAME

‘wake up in the fire’. And who wants to do that?
At least she realises that hell is real and that
brings home the need to pray that she will also
know the reality of sins forgiven and eternity in
heaven.
The angels, or ‘Jinn’ as they are called, are
always watching. They can be good or evil and
are ready to record the things you do whether
good or bad…and don’t ever
compliment a woman’s child’s
beautiful hair or cute face
because you will make the Jinn
jealous. You don’t ever want
to have to face and suffer the
consequences of that.
One lady fears that the way
she dresses causes her ‘white’
neighbours to think she is a
terrorist. Will she ever feel fully
welcome in the street she has
chosen to make her home?
‘Will people ever realise I
sometimes get anxious when I
see ‘one of my own’ carrying a
rucksack?’ she asks.
How can we as Christians
pour gospel-soaked hope and
truth into their situations?
How can we love them and
show them Jesus, the one who
came to set the captives free?
Maybe it starts with praying
to ask the Lord to bring a
Muslim across our path and
us across theirs. Maybe it’s
knocking on their door and
saying ‘Welcome to our street, come for a meal;
welcome to our home!’ And when the invitation
to build a friendship is there, then maybe we can
pray for the opportunity and the courage to say,
‘Please can I tell you all about Jesus, the one who
has saved me from my fears.’ And when they say
‘Yes’, the opportunity is there.

Those who have come to faith from a Muslim
background have said that Jesus’ invitation to all
those who are weary and heavy laden to come
to him was the beginning of their journey to
freedom from fear. Others, who once felt great
shame, were liberated from their fears when
they finally realised and accepted that Jesus took
shame upon himself when he died on the cross.
Another, desperate to be
clean, read the plea of a
fallen King to a mighty God
in Psalm 51:2, and because
they could relate to the
cry of David’s heart, ‘Wash
away all my iniquity and
cleanse me from my sin’,
that became the cry of their
heart too. And when God
answered, and washed their
heart clean, the fear got
washed right out too.
Sharing this message of
hope is hard. Not everyone
wants to hear and some
even get angry. That in turn
can make us fearful, but
may we be prepared for
the knock backs and the
antagonism. Jesus never said
it would be easy, but let’s
keep hold of the fact that
the answer to their fear lies
in the truth we, by God’s
grace, have understood. So
we don’t need to fear! The
answers are right there in
Scripture. May we have confidence in it, know
it and live it so that we can be witnesses to the
truth that through Jesus, God has provided the
solution to all our fears.

Sharing this
message of
hope is hard.
Not everyone
wants to hear
and some even
get angry

This was written by N who works among Asian
women in the UK
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PLEASE USE MY GIFT:
❐ Wherever the need is greatest

PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER
❐ I have made an online transfer/bank deposit of £
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|
|
| (date)

❐ For the designated support of
❐ I have set up an online standing order with my bank to
pay £
on the
(day) of
(month) and then
monthly/quarterly/annually thereafter.

(PLEASE SPECIFY)

PAY BY CHEQUE
I enclose a cheque for:
£
made payable to
Grace Baptist Mission CIO

❐ I do not require an
acknowledgement of this gift

Grace Baptist Mission CIO account:
HSBC, Abingdon
Sort code 40-08-10 Account number:

71100335

STANDING ORDER FORM
❐ I have downloaded a GBM standing order form from the
GBM website:
www.gbm.org.uk/finance/STANDING_ORDER_FORM.pdf
and I have completed this and sent it to my bank.

❐ I enclose a copy of this form for GBM’s records.

GIFT AID DECLARATION
❐ I wish GBM to claim gift aid on all donations I make to GBM. I confirm I have paid or will pay an
amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least
equal to the amount of tax that will be reclaimed on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that
other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of
tax on every £1 that I give.
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Please notify Grace Baptist Mission if you:
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO
Grace Baptist Mission CIO 12 Abbey Close, Abingdon-on-Thames, Oxon, OX14 3JD
Or scan and email to infodesk@gbm.org.uk
Grace Baptist Mission CIO - Registered charity No: 1157506
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KENYA

Graham and Sally Jones work in Western Kenya, partnering
with local churches to train and mentor their pastors.
Caleb is one of the pastors they seek to help

Caleb’s story
‘This is Caleb,’ said Pastor
Daniel. ‘He’s the new pastor
at Nyakwaka. He is married to
one wife and speaks English.’
A young man shook my outstretched hand. He looked
down in respect. ‘Does he
know any theology?’ I asked
Daniel. ‘Little,’ he replied,
‘that’s your job!’ Daniel and
Caleb both grinned.
The year was 2007. Paul
Caleb and Pauline
had been the pastor at
Trinity Baptist Church (TBC)
Nyakwaka, but was dismissed for taking a second
wife. Half the church went with him. Caleb was
one of the few left in the church who was saved,
had only one wife and who could potentially lead.
He was appointed as the new pastor. It was good
to meet him.
There were seven Trinity Baptist Churches
in South Nyanza (a very rural part of Western
Kenya). We agreed to visit three times that year to
do a training programme for the church leaders.
It was a six-hour drive from Kisumu. Each time we
took our tent and stayed for three days. Each time
Caleb was there.
16 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019

Marriage
During one of those visits
we discovered that although
Caleb was ‘married’ he was
not really married. He had
never paid the dowry in the
ten years that he and Pamela
had been together. During this
time they had two children.
We talked with him and the
church, and agreed that he,
the church and we would
each give a cow to Pamela’s
parents. We gave our cow.
A few years passed. The phone rang. ‘They
have taken Pamela and the (then) three children’,
Caleb said. ‘Why?’ I asked. ‘The church did not
give their cow.’ ‘Did you give yours?’ I asked.
There was a long pause. ‘I had no money.’ ‘What
happens now?’ I asked. More silence. We prayed
and he agreed to go and plead with Pamela’s
parents for more time.
The same thing happened a couple of years
later, until finally Caleb was able to give his cow.
They now have six children and Caleb is properly
married to only one wife, Pamela.

Graham and Caleb

HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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Training
In 2007 Caleb started the correspondence courses
that Sukesh Pabari (then a GBM missionary) had
written, going through New Testament books.
Soon after, Caleb came to the pastors’ fraternal
in Kisumu and brought his answers for course
one. They showed that he was beginning to
understand Christian teaching. He returned home
with the next course and a Christian book.
At the fraternal in January 2010, Caleb
brought his answers to the last of the eight
courses. I gave him a certificate of completion
and copies of the GBM Bible Surveys. ‘I’ve got
a bit of a library now,’ he announced. But what
he seemed most taken by was the certificate.
He explained that he never finished primary
school, because his grandparents who raised
him could not afford the fees. This was his first
ever certificate. There was silence as we both
appreciated the significance of the moment.
Caleb started on the three correspondence
courses from GBM Radio’s Sound Words series,
looking at the character of God. He completed

them in early 2012. Another certificate. I gave
him a systematic theology book to add to his
library and help him keep learning.
A text message appears on my phone. ‘Greets.
Did the devil know God’s mind? Gen 3:5, Gen
2:17 compare.’ A few weeks later another one
came. ‘Grts. The Roho people use names when
they pray for the sick – like Gabriel, Michael, and
others, Joseph, Samson. Does this mean they
have a relationship with both the holy angels and
God’s people Moses, Joseph etc? Are they right?
Caleb.’ Each time I answered the best I could. It
was encouraging to see Caleb’s spiritual appetite.
Caleb started the Moore Theological College
course in November 2012. He did well with the
six units over a three year period and came top
in the unit on Mark’s Gospel. He explained, ‘I
preached through Mark using that PPP (Pray
Prepare Preach) book you gave me.’ He was
awarded a Preliminary Theological Certificate
from a registered Bible College. ‘I was not able
to do school, but I have now done theology …
thank you’. Another significant moment.

Church stability

Caleb with his collection of bibles and hymnbooks

Family income
One day the phone rang. It was
Daniel. ‘Caleb’s left the church.
He’s taken a job in Migori town.
What do we do?’ As Daniel
talked, the situation became
clearer. The harvests had been
poor and so Caleb had gone to
look for paid work to feed his family. He was only
in Nyakwaka church once a month. Daniel agreed
that on three Sundays a month, after preaching at
his church, he would preach at Nyakwaka.
After a while the church called Caleb back,
and agreed to find some support for him. Caleb
returned but was disappointed again. Caleb took
another job, this time in Homa Bay. I visited him
several times and encouraged him that when he
became financially stable, he would be able to get
back to ministering in the church.
This pattern continued off and on for several
years. One year the rains were plentiful and
he had a very good harvest. He had a donkey
he ‘rented’ out. He set up a tailoring business.
Sometimes we supplied him with second-hand
clothes to sell. The daily struggle was and is part
and parcel of the regular pattern of life for him
and his church members.

In late 2015 when Caleb was away working, the
members at Nyakwaka decided to withdraw from
Trinity Baptist Church and look for registration
and a (paid) pastor from another church group.
A year went by and no pastor arrived. After
strenuous efforts by Daniel and others, seven
of the Nyakwaka members decided to re-join
TBC. Another text message arrived
in September 2017. ‘Grts. God has
answered our prayers for restored
Nyakwaka TBC. So I am at home as from
mid-July to date, so pray for us. Caleb.’
And what happened to those Bibles
and hymnbooks…?

‘God made it grow’
God has been faithful. Over the years Caleb has
grown in faith, in godliness and in perseverance.
‘There have been many problems but God has
been there’, he said.
Another text message arrived in July 2019.
‘What now?’ I thought. ‘What is today’s issue?’
The text read, ‘Grts. How are you both? We
remember you in our mid-week prayer of today
and we pray for you. We are fine under God’s
care. We do pray for the missionary work you are
doing. God will carry you in his hands, as he did
the Israelites Exodus 19:4.’

Bibles and hymnbooks

Graham and Caleb at Nyakwaka
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‘How is the church?’ I enquire. ‘It’s growing,’ says
Caleb, ‘more people are coming. We have some
needs. The people know three hymns. They sing
them well. We sing them every week. We could
do with some hymnbooks.’ We discuss the way
forward and agree that next time we visit, we will
give a gift of Bibles and hymnbooks in Luo to help
the church.

Homes in South Nyanza
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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Mangosteen tree
Aries Liboro serves as a pastor in Valenzuela City, in the
north of Metro Manila. Aries is supported through GBM as a
national worker. Here he reflects on the long process that leads
to fruit in ministry
The Mangosteen is a fruit tree that grows
prolifically here in the Philippines, and across
South East Asia. Its fruit has a reddish-purple
rind when ripe, and white segments inside,
somewhat like an orange. It requires patience.
The Mangosteen tree can take up to ten years
before it bears its first fruit, but then it keeps
fruiting, and in a hot country you sit in its shade.
The ministry we have here is very much like this
tree. We can go on for many years and not see
fruit in our ministry, but praise God, he does save
people; he does give us fruit for our labours.
ReBAP youth camp
Each October we help organise
the youth camp for the
Reformed Baptist Association
of churches here
in the Philippines.
Numbers have grown
over the years, and
typically we have
around 170-200
campers. Last
year’s theme
20 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019

was ‘I am his’. Three main sessions covered ‘New
age living: the saints’, ‘Clothing: putting off and
putting on’, and ‘The glorious future that awaits
Christians.’ These sessions left a great impact
on the listeners. Unbelievers were left with a
challenging question: Am I in Christ? Or am I
still under Adam? Believers were reminded of
the glorious future that waits for those who are
truly his.
There were three workshops. One covered
the gap that develops between teenagers and
parents. Another covered ‘Mind and soul:
mental and spiritual health’. I especially liked
the workshop on the digital age, looking at the
right use of YouTube, Facebook, internet
games etc., and warning against
addiction in using the internet.
Growing up
Every Saturday afternoon,
we gather the young
people who live in our
housing subdivision.
I play football with
them and then we

Games at the ReBAP youth camp

have a Bible study. Over nine years we have
taught so many young people who live around us.
Sometimes as many as forty came along, though
twenty is more normal. During the rainy season
the streets get flooded, but otherwise we meet
every week.
We always make a point of teaching the gospel
and then systematically go through the basic
Christian doctrines, such as the Word, God, man,
salvation etc. We have taught them the parables
and the ‘I am’ sayings of Jesus as well as working
through books of the Bible.
When they reach seventeen they usually drop
out. Coming from poor families, they have to
find work to try and help the family out. Many
don’t go on to study in college, but start work
straight away. But we always seem to get new
young people to replace the ones that stop
coming.
A couple of years ago the church acquired
a van and we have been trying to bring these
young people to church, in the hope that they
will learn that this is really how they should spend
their Sundays – meeting with God’s people to
worship their Creator.

Aries and Jodith, Kieron and Anamika

Valenzuela young people at youth camp
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The church neighbourhood
We also have a youth ministry in our church
building in the middle of Valenzuela. In a similar
way, over the years we have had several youth
groups who have come and gone. Last year most
of our most recent youth group stopped coming,
but then they will turn up at a church service!
A number are regularly attending the worship
services as well as the youth meeting in the
afternoon.
I asked one of the young people what they
think of the lessons they have heard. One said
that they are glad that we teach what the Bible
teaches. Most come from a Roman Catholic
background, so they appreciate the fact that they
get to see with their own eyes what the Bible
really teaches. They ask questions about the end
times and also what the Bible teaches about
homosexuality, which is being promoted here in
the Philippines.
May Day is a national holiday so this year we
held a ‘sports fest’. I gave an evangelistic message
at the start. Several young people who don’t
come to church heard the gospel, and a couple
of parents as well. A few weeks later we had our

Daily Vacation Bible School and these teenagers
came along! In all eighty-one children and young
people came along over the five days, and High
School young people were the biggest group.
Some of this group now come to our Sunday
youth group, and even to the church service.
Looking for fruit
It was eighteen years ago that we came here. At
the beginning of our ministry we did see some
conversions, but there was a period when many
years went by without anyone saved or baptised.
Praise God, these past couple of years we have
seen several people who have finally come to
repentance and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
One such person is Danlyn. She first came
when she was ten. Her parents are not Christians.
She started in the youth group and came to the
church services when she was older. At one point
we hardly saw her at all, but praise the Lord, two
years ago she finally came to repentance and
faith, was baptised and is now a member of the
church. We plant the seed, and tend the
sapling, but like the Mangosteen tree, it
can take many years until we see the fruit.

WHEN IN ROME…
Matt Beaumont and James
Baldwin report on our first
Rome Envision Team this July
They say that when in Rome, do as the Romans
do. In summer months, that means leaving
Rome for the seaside in a desperate attempt
to escape the heat. Yet on 28 June, the Rome
Envision Team was doing the exact opposite.
This was the first time that GBM has run
an Envision team to Rome. We were going to
support two Italian-speaking Reformed Baptist
churches – the only two in Rome, as it turns
out: Breccia di Roma, planted ten years ago,
and Breccia di Roma San Paolo, planted in
September 2018 in the suburb of San Paolo.
After arriving on the Saturday, we spent the
first Sunday attending services at both of these
churches. In the morning we went to San Paolo,
which meets in a local primary school. This
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was our first experience of church life in Rome.
There was a wonderful friendly and intimate
atmosphere about the place, and the love and
fellowship of the members was clear to see.
In the evening we went to the ‘Mother church
downtown’, which was slightly different. The
love and fellowship remained, but being a larger
congregation, there were a few more children
running around!
The Monday and Tuesday were spent getting
to know the environment in which we were
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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Investing in Radio

Above: helping out at Il Soggiorno (‘living room’) centre for refugees. Top and Right: Italians try their hands at Ceilidh

Top: Matt preaching in San Paolo Above: Breccia di

dancing at the British night

Roma is situated close to the Colosseum

to work over the next week. The church took
us on three prayer-walks around the city. We
learnt about the various influences on the
Roman people as we visited some city sights.
Seeing places like the Scala Sancta steps, where
it is believed that those who climb them can
have their sins forgiven, gave us an insight into
the dominance of Roman Catholicism. This
makes things hard for the evangelical church in
Rome. For the Romans, to be Roman is to be a
Catholic. Breccia di Roma is therefore seen as
an ‘outsider’ church, and it struggles to show
people that salvation comes from a personal
trust in Jesus, rather than Italian heritage.
Throughout the week we also joined in with
some of the outreach of both churches. This
involved some street evangelism. So on Tuesday
afternoon and Friday morning we gave out flyers
for the British night we would be hosting and
tried to engage people in conversation as we
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went along. In the hope of building bridges with
the community, we also spent some time playing
basketball and clearing litter in the local park in
San Paolo.
In partnership with some other local churches,
the church also has a strong refugee ministry
called Il Soggiorno which we got involved in. We
played games and taught English and Italian to
the thirty refugees, most of them homeless, who
come along twice a week.
On the Friday night we hosted a British night
for the church, treating everyone to some of
the delights of British culture – a quiz, a cream
tea, and a ceilidh dance led by Rosie. Daniel also
shared his testimony. This was heard by some
of the non-Christian refugees who we invited
from Il Soggiorno. Pray that what they heard will
take root in their hearts. Despite some technical
problems, everyone seemed to enjoy themselves!
The week raced by despite the heat, and we

were back on our flight to Stansted before we
knew it. Our time in Rome was encouraging
but also showed us the challenges the church
there must overcome. It was so encouraging to
see the work that the churches in Rome were
doing, their clear love for their communities and
their desire to reach them with the gospel. But
we were also confronted with the great need
for a reformation in Rome. As a spiritually lost
city, there is a lot of prayerful work to be done
and few workers to do it.
Working as part of an Envision Team was a
great experience. From endless gelatos and
Mady’s fantastic cooking, to learning how to
cut anguria (watermelon) and play Monopoly
Deal, there are plenty of memories to savour.
Everyone played their part (Rachel was definitely
the mum!) in a fantastic week. We may not
have done as the Romans did, but maybe that’s
no bad thing.

GBM’s radio ministry provides good Bible
teaching every week to Christians in rural African
communities, often among those with lower levels
of literacy. Our programmes are broadcast by TWR
Africa, and on networks of local FM radio stations
across East and West Africa. We also send CDs to
many pastors, who listen to them in groups, and
increasingly we send by email.
Patrick Mateketa is a pastor who receives Serving
Today resources in Malawi. ‘I do village ministry.
Visiting pastors who are under-literate and have
done no proper Bible school - I take whatever
course I attended and bring it to them. I share what
I received with them on a monthly basis. I share
through WhatsApp to my friends.’
Funding GBM Radio is always a challenge, and
this year we are launching an appeal to help fund
GBM Radio. Do you want to invest in the preaching
ministry of pastors on the front line? Serving Today is
essential listening for pastors like Patrick. Our French
programme, Espérance Aujourd’hui, is heard in
troubled Francophone countries such as Mali and the
D.R.C. Your support helps us sustain a ministry that
blesses so many churches across rural Africa.
To find out how to give online by
Paypal or credit/debit card, go to
www.gbm.org.uk/gbmappeal
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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Head of Communications

Grace Baptist Mission exists to help Grace
Baptist churches to send and support their
missionaries across the world
Are you passionate about communicating
cross cultural mission to all generations?
We are looking for someone to head
the communications ministry of GBM,
overseeing all aspects of GBM’s publicity and
communication.
You will need to be well organised and
someone who enjoys working with others as
well as being self-motivated.
You will have scope to develop the digital and
print media of GBM, in addition to preaching,
writing and event planning in the GBM support
team.
You will represent GBM in the work of mission,
enthusing others in the work of reaching the

nations by preaching and presentation, and
you will be required to travel and visit each
field of work. You will be based at the GBM
office in Abingdon where housing is also
available.
This role has a genuine occupational
requirement for the successful applicant to be
a man who holds to Reformed Baptist theology
and who has the commendation and support
of their church.
The successful candidate will be required to
affirm GBM’s doctrinal basis and associated
policies.
Please contact Daryl Jones, GBM’s Mission
Director, for further details including a job
description and application form:
daryljones@gbm.org.uk
Tel. 01235 520147
Closing date 30 September 2019

Jim Sayers moves on
Jim Sayers gave notice to GBM
Council at the end of June that
he intends to step down as
Communications Director at the
end of the year, ready to move
back into pastoral ministry leading
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a church-plant in Didcot (see
facing page).
This means that we need
to appoint a new Head of
Communications. We value
your prayers as we look to make
this appointment in the coming
months.

New housing in Great Western Park, Didcot

Real Life
in Didcot
When Brunel wanted to connect
his Great Western Railway north
to Oxford in the 1840s, the
polite burghers of Abingdon
refused to let their historic
town be spoilt, so he moved
his planned junction east from
Steventon to the tiny village of
Didcot. Steventon remained a
beautiful village, while Didcot
grew into a large railway town.
After World War Two, the

churches have drawn Christians
who drive out from Didcot each
week, and Hanney particularly
felt a burden to plant a new
church there. While Didcot
is home to the Baptist Union
and also has two charismatic
churches, it is not overwhelmed
with churches, particularly with
a booming population. There is
a growing Indian community, as
well as many households with
complex family needs. Didcot
needs many more churches to
flourish if it is to be reached
with the gospel. There is a
danger that large new housing
developments can be the most
secular communities in the
country.
A group came together in
June 2018 from members of
Abbey Baptist, Hanney Chapel

nuclear research labs at Harwell
and Culham transformed the
area into the ‘Science Vale’,
a high-tec hotspot where
thousands have come to work.
Didcot is also home to the UK
book distribution industry, and
a new film studio. It is a huge
building site, as over 10,000
homes are being built over the
next fifteen years.
Abbey Baptist Church,
Abingdon had revitalised
Hanney Chapel near Grove
to the west of Didcot. Both
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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and Trinity Church Oxford who
live in Didcot, which I agreed to
lead. We started meeting twice
a month as a home group in
June, doing some evangelism
training and then thinking
through the key doctrines that
shape a church. We produced
an evangelistic news-sheet
called Real Life, and so we
became known as Real Life
Didcot. Great Western Park is
the main development on the
west side of town, which is
where we have focussed our
street outreach. A Christmas
carol service brought together
fifty members from Abbey and
Hanney, plus another fifteen
local people. In February this
year we launched a monthly
‘Sunday at Five’ service in GEMS

Primary School, and in June this
became twice a month. We
plan to meet weekly when I
leave GBM.
Street outreach was hard
at first – lots of conversations
but no further contact. Then
in the cold of January we met

a string of people, some of
whom wanted to read The
Word one to one with us,
working through John’s gospel.
One by one, God is opening
doors into people’s lives, as
we and others commit this
work to him in prayer. There
is a long way to go, and we
are still only a dozen people
plus a small fringe of seekers
and a rota of musicians who
help us. We are seeking to
put funding in place so I
can serve full-time. Pray that
we will gain a reputation for
good Bible teaching and sound
doctrine, as well serving the
wide range of needs in the
local community.
Jim Sayers
www.reallifedidcot.org.uk

Halstead
Long before Graham Field took
on the role of GBM chairman,
he served for many years as
a deacon for Forest Baptist
Church in Leytonstone. He
was also an active member of
our evangelism team and in
that role we saw how the Lord
had gifted him to speak with
non-Christians – for example,
through door-to-door visiting.
Hence, when the opportunity
came along for Graham to get
involved with Grace Baptist
Partnership, we encouraged him
to do so feeling he might find
an opportunity to serve the Lord
in a church planting situation.
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The church members covenanting together in Graham
and Tracey’s home

That came along with Halstead
in Essex.
Grace Baptist Church in
Halstead had been closed for
a while but GBP were seeking
to reopen it. In 2011, Graham
was invited to join Regan

King in this endeavour. The
following year this developed
into the suggestion that
Graham take on responsibility
for the project. Our church
discussed the matter in the
autumn of 2012 and voted

A packed building as Graham baptises his daughter Josie

to release Graham and Tracy
from their membership
duties, so that they could be
thoroughly involved in the
replant. They would, however,
continue to hold membership
with Forest and be under the
church’s pastoral care, until
the new church was formally
constituted.
After moving to the town
in 2013, Graham and Tracy
worked hard to become a part
of the community and find
thoughtful ways to evangelise.
Forest stood with them in this
through prayer and practical
support; GBP were also able to
give help. Alongside their own
resources, this enabled Graham
to pursue the work mostly fulltime. Although Forest is only
small, the Lord helped us to
maintain our financial provision
for an extra four years on top

of our initial plan for two, for
which we’re very grateful to
him. But we’ve also been able
to give practical support in other
ways, such as adjusting some
of our evangelistic materials for
Halstead’s use.
This interaction between
Forest and Halstead has been
a great blessing. Though
the replant came about
through Graham and Tracy’s
gifts and the activity of
GBP, it developed truly
into the work of one
church replanting another.
Monthly updates have
kept us informed and
praying. Occasional visits in
both directions have ensured
warm, personal contact.
Graham has preached at
Forest annually, giving him the
chance to report in person.
Our elders have travelled up

to preach for them, or to
hold other meetings. Though
ninety minutes away by car,
the replant has been close to
Forest’s heart.
Moving out of London after
many years here was a big ask
of Graham and Tracy. Moreover,
the replant work itself has often
been hard, with set-backs and
upsets along the way. But right
now there is much to rejoice in.
The Lord has brought together
a warmly united group of
believers who are increasingly
ready formally to become a
church. It’s also a huge delight
to see baptisms taking place,
adding further to the group.
The Lord has done good
things. Please join us in
praying that much more will
yet be done.
David Last
Forest Baptist Church
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2019
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Faith Richards
1941-2019
We give thanks for the life and
service of Faith Richards. Faith
served alongside her husband
Chris through his long years
as General Secretary of GBM
from 1973 to 2003. Faith was
born in West London, and
first professed faith at Billy
Graham’s Haringey crusade in
1954. Chris and Faith married
in 1958, and joined GBM in
1973 at a time of significant
change. They moved into the
newly built Mission Centre in
Abingdon in 1975, where she
served as Chris’s secretary. Chris
and Faith started GBM’s summer
camps, with Faith in the thick
of the organisation, often as
intermediary for those who
wanted to ask Chris something
but were too scared to do so!
When Mission Centre gained
a litho printer, Faith added the
role of printer to her skills. In
their earlier years Faith stayed
at home with their children
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when Chris travelled abroad,
but later shared many visits to
Europe, Kenya, India, Colombia
and Peru. In retirement in
Abingdon, Faith was active
in the church’s ministry to
women, and honorary Nana to
the church young people! In
2017 she was diagnosed with
cancer. Treatment enabled them
to celebrate their diamond
wedding in 2018. Faith passed
to glory early on Good Friday
2019, and many gathered for a
moving funeral at Abbey Baptist
Church on 1 May.

some of this time by GBM.
Roberto also served two
pastorates in Barcelona, where
he worked with Pat Davies
in Radio Bona Nova, as well
as teaching in the Protestant
Theological faculty in Madrid.
Pat says, ‘Roberto’s desire was
to serve the Lord to the full and
to give all he had. He did not
want to retire but to continue
until the Lord called him home.
God granted him that wish.’

my church | our mission
The local church as God’s base camp for mission

Y

our local church is at the heart of God’s plan for world mission. Local churches
train disciples and send them into mission to plant churches. Not every church
gets to send someone, but we can all partner together in supporting and
praying for those who go. Many Christians connect with world mission by
serving through our Envision programme. Together, we are united in Christ in the work
of world mission.
Come to GBM Annual Mission Day to find out more about how you can play a part in
your church’s role in world mission. Listen to presentations from those serving in mission.
Gather ideas for promoting world mission in your church. Be encouraged as a great crowd
of Christians worship God together. Finish the day with ministry from Theo Donner who
serves in Medellin, Colombia.
Missionaries anticipated to take part include: Daniel and Ellie Caballero, Theo
Donner, Jean Ellis, James Hammond, Andrzej Kempczyński, Jason and Andrea
Murfitt, UK Asian workers, GBM Radio team, OneHundredFold, and those working
in Bible translation.
PROGRAMME

Roberto Velert Chisbert
1945-2019
Born in Valencia, Roberto
was better known to us as
Israel. He became known to
us in the early years of GBM’s
involvement in Spain. He trained
for ministry in Toronto, and then
returned with his wife Betty
and two daughters to pastor
‘La Buena Nueva’ Evangelical
Baptist Church in Valencia for
sixteen years, supported for

Connie Wilmshurst
1916-2019
Connie Wilmshurst was born on
the Kolli hills in Tamil Nadu, the
daughter of Jesse and Evelyn
(‘Granny’) Brand, and the sister
of Dr Paul Brand. Connie and
her husband David served in
Nigeria with another mission,
but retained their prayerful
interest in GBM’s work into very
active old age. A DVD interview
with Connie made in 2011 is
available from GBM Mission
Centre.

11.00am – 2:45pm: Missionary presentations 4.45pm: Worship and ministry –
11.00am:– 12:15pm: Church Delegates AGM Preacher: Theo Donner
3.00pm: My church, our mission – multimedia There will be a Mission Club for primary school
children 2.00-4.00pm.
presentation

REFRESHMENTS There is a café and a basement restaurant in Friends House.

GETTING
THERE

BY RAIL Friends House is opposite Euston
Station in Euston Road, London, and is a ten
minute walk from Kings Cross and St Pancras
stations. The nearest underground station
is Euston.

CAR PARKING There is a car park under

Euston Station.

Grace Baptist Mission 12 Abbey Close Abingdon Oxon OX14 3JD Tel: 01235 520147
Web: www.gbm.org.uk Email: infodesk@gbm.org.uk
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my church | our mission
The local church as God’s base camp for mission

GBM Annual Mission Day
Sat 26 Oct 2019
Friends Meeting House, London
Preacher: Theo Donner
#GBMAMD19

