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What is the Lord saying to us?
A question that you have probably
heard, and perhaps asked, during
the last few months is: ‘What is the
Lord saying to us?’
One answer of course is that
he is saying exactly the same thing
that he has always been saying! In
other words, the Bible is God’s word to us now, just
as it was before the present crisis. It has not been
withdrawn and it gives us all of God’s word for all of
God’s people in all times.
That is true, but it does not entirely answer the
need which is being expressed when we ask what
the Lord is saying to us. The question is really about
which particular part of God’s word is especially
relevant at the present time. There is no single
answer to that. The word of God speaks into all
kinds of situations, and the need of one person will
not necessarily be the same as another.
Those who seek to share God’s word with
others (whether they are our own church leaders,
or Christian workers around the world) have the
whole of God’s revelation to choose from. Nothing
new in that! But at times like these, the issue of
which particular part of Scripture to focus upon can
become quite acute. Where should you put your
emphasis? After you have said, probably in several
different ways, that God is sovereign and knows all
things and remains in control and is surprised by
nothing, what else should you say? In many parts of
the world the usual equilibrium of ‘normal life’ and,
thus, normal church life and normal ministry life,
has been completely upended. Patterns of ministry
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that have taken for granted a certain degree
of stability and regularity (there can be some
stability even in unstable environments) may not
be applicable in the present circumstances. And
the last thing anyone who has responsibility for
sharing God’s word wants to do is to bring a
message which does not speak relevantly to the
hearts and minds of those listening.
In Revelation 14 – a graphic part of God’s
word – there is a comment that I would suggest
gives us a useful theme for prayer, for ourselves
and for our Mission family.
‘This calls for patient endurance on the part of
the people of God who keep his commands and
remain faithful to Jesus.’ (Revelation 14:12)
I leave you to read the context, and if you do,
you will not disagree with verse 12!
What we all need in our churches, what all
our Mission family members need just now, is
‘patient endurance.’ This means accepting and
living with hardships and difficulties of one kind
or another that, for the time being, constitute
the ‘new normal.’ Challenges must be faced,
adjustments made, ministry patterns and content
re-calibrated. A daunting prospect? Yes, but of
one thing we can be sure – the Lord who calls
his people to patient endurance and continuing
faithfulness to Jesus will provide them with all
needed grace to stand, ‘and having done all, to
stand.’
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CENTRAL ASIA

Seeing the

FRUIT
of ﬁve years’ labour

P and S live and serve in a Central Asian republic, where they
lead the student movement in the country. The last academic year
has been exceptional in the amount of fruit they have seen. P
writes to share these encouragements
In 2016 I gathered our eight staff to set ministry
priorities over the next five years. Our goals were
clear: to reach more students with the gospel, to
deepen Christian students’ understanding of the
gospel, to improve the structure of our charity, to
grow and support our staff team and to develop
our relationships with churches.
At the beginning of the lockdown in March I
fell ill and had to step back from work completely,
but it brought me real joy to see how the staff
adapted. They knew what we were trying to
achieve and were focussed on relationships with
students, so they simply switched methods and
continued meeting them online.
This past year we started a new project – an
outreach discussion group. Our new staff member
bravely went out near the universities and invited
students from the street. We had no idea what
to expect, but around fifteen students came each
week. One of these was Alan.
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Alan’s story
He seemed to have everything – he had a good
part-time job, his family was wealthy and his
father was high up in the security services which
would guarantee him a good job on graduation.
But after a rough break-up with his girlfriend he
realised he had nothing worth living for. That
night he was planning to take his life; instead he
took a ﬂyer, and came to our group. The theme
that evening was wanting to know the truth, and
that the truth sets you free. It gripped Alan, and
he wanted to know more and more. He seemed
to us like a spy so we kept him at arms’ length,
but he downloaded a Bible onto his phone and
began to read John’s Gospel. One time he turned
up early and said he had had a difficult week;
he had told his friends he had decided to follow
Christ, and they rejected him. God gave Alan an
extraordinary insight into his word, and through
our weekly meetings on key gospel themes like
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020
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truth and freedom, he rapidly came to a deep
understanding that only the love and grace of
God can change a person. He saw that the rule of
Islam, under which he had been brought up, was
powerless.
Realising that his interest and conversion were
genuine, I began to meet with him to study the
Bible. His parents rejected his decision, and took
him to the mosque to try to persuade him back.
But Alan had seen the emptiness of this world
and tasted the grace of Christ – there was no
way he would deny his Saviour. When his parents
asked him to choose between them and Christ,
he began to pack his bags. His mother relented
in tears and told him to stay, but for a long
time his father would not speak to him. During
these weeks we studied 1 Peter together, about
suffering for Christ and new identity in Christ.
We are now in Hebrews, seeing how Jesus is
better and therefore we shouldn’t give up. He
loves reading the Bible; it is so wonderful to see
someone forming their theology straight from
it (at one point he asked: ‘I know I need to be
baptised – is that something I do myself, or how
does it work?’). Alan has joined our church and
is a real encouragement to many there. He is
actively witnessing to other students and leading
Bible studies and has applied to join our charity as
he graduates this summer.

Sasha’s story
Two years ago Sasha joined our staff team here.
My wife and I mentored her and have been
thrilled to see her grow. She now really values
the gospel, and sees how the cross needs to be
at the centre of her ministry to students. She has
invested in a few students, studying the Bible
weekly with them. Two of these students have
each led another student to Christ this year.
One of the students Sasha met with led a Bible
study for other students on Zoom. One of the
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participants of that study wrote afterwards:
‘The word that I received in the last [Bible]
study touched me very strongly. It is a new
realisation that Jesus does not condemn me,
but forgives me. I have often blamed myself
for things that have happened, and it’s difficult
to forgive myself. But that study helped me
to do this – I realised that I am forgiven by
the Father. In an instant I received comfort
in understanding that, whatever happens, I
remain that same child of God. He still loves
me and he still waits for me. I’m not perfect.
I can’t 100% stop sinning, but I can follow
the Spirit in me, and not my ﬂesh. I want God
to be my only authority and not try to follow
others, to give in to the condemnation of
others, or the condemnation from myself. And
if I do sin, then I need not to run away from
God, but run to the God who is running to
meet me.’
This is what our ministry is all about – to see
students transformed by the gospel, and sharing
that life-giving gospel message with others, who
will share it with others also.

Maturing church
Probably every missionary longs to see the growth
and maturity of the local church, but it is difficult
to know how, as a young foreigner, you can
make any meaningful contribution. How would
you feel if a stranger arrived at your church, and
introduced themselves, in faltering English, as
someone who felt called by God to move to your
church in order to help it grow?
We knew that usefulness starts with being
good church members. We helped out with the
Sunday School, and I offered to start a Bible study
for the few teenagers in the church. They were
not interested, but the youth (18-35) were, and a
small group formed. I became friends with Sergei,
who was responsible for the youth. After fifteen

months, the pastor unexpectedly resigned and
left the church, and Sergei became the pastor.
By this time we were good friends and we
began to meet up regularly for coffee, sharing
the joys and struggles in our ministries. I have
been invited to lead the church board in their
strategic planning, and together the vision was
agreed: ‘To grow in our knowledge of God, and
to help others grow.’ We suggested that instead
of a youth Bible study we could hold a midweek
whole-church Bible study. This grew to around
twenty people, aged 14-70, some of whom had
yet to commit to Christ. Over the last eighteen
months I began to meet with a group of five
guys (including the pastor) and together we
prepared the study. Now this group prepare
and lead the study by themselves.
My wife also became friends with the pastor’s
wife, and through their friendship she has
changed. She confessed one day: ‘I used to
tell people about the church; now I tell them
about Jesus.’ The church has also embraced the

Uncover evangelistic Bible studies produced by
UCCF, which we have in Russian. People have
come to faith through these studies, and those
who have been led through them have gone on
to lead studies with others.
God has brought a steady stream of people to
faith over the years. It has been really exciting
to see around five to ten new believers joining
the church each year, and to see them joining in
Bible study and growing in their faith.
These are the good stories: there have been
many frustrations along the way. There are
other people who we have ministered to (and
you have prayed for) over months and even
years, who just did not respond, did not want
to grow or did not want to listen to what the
Bible taught. We still hope that the seeds we
planted will one day bear fruit. But we do
rejoice that God has graciously allowed us
to see some of the fruit of our labour. It is
your labour also, as you have stood with us
in your prayers.
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020
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Serving the

SUFFERING
Church
Phil and Carolyn began serving in West Africa in 2013. The
region was relatively stable at the time, with good inter-communal
relationships making it safe for local Christians and Western
missionaries to live and work there. Tragically, the security situation
has now deteriorated, bringing many changes to life and ministry
Carolyn: When we first settled in the country
we lived on a street with Catholics, Protestants
and Muslims – even Jehovah’s Witnesses – and
people got on well together. But then terrorism
took hold and things got very bad. People we
knew were killed, and there were kidnappings.
The people group we work with were implicated
in the deteriorating security situation since many
of them had been recruited into jihadist groups,
even though they don’t necessarily agree with the
ideology. Often it’s because they see no economic
future, or because joining brings protection for
their family. Other ethnic groups are fighting as
well; churches are being targeted by jihadists,
and a number of local pastors we know have
been killed.
Phil: The place where we did our language study
is effectively out of bounds for foreigners now.
Vigilante groups have sprung up who can kill with
impunity. There’s real potential for genocide or
mass killing. We need to pray for the region.
8 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020

Tell us about the work you were doing when you
ﬁrst went out.
Carolyn: I was doing medical work, and
sometimes in unexpected places! I became
particularly involved with prison work. A small
team of us worked in two prisons in the capital,
including the maximum security prison. When
I started going there the prison population was
about 250, and only about ten of those were
from the people group we worked with. As the
security situation collapsed, the maximum security
prison started filling up with people arrested for
suspected terrorism. So the population swelled
to about 700, with about 90 per cent from our
people group. We had an amazing opportunity
to minister in a place where they were landing
on our doorstep! It was a very challenging
environment, but we had an opening to share the
gospel as well as doing medical work. We’ve been
able to distribute Bibles and radios with an audio
New Testament. We’ve really seen that God’s

Radios and audio New Testaments bring the Word of God to this troubled region
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020
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Local helpers check that the text reads naturally in their language

Word has got out there – as my colleague says,
it’s the easiest place to evangelise because we’ve
quite literally got a captive audience!
Phil: I was already involved in Bible translation
work, so went to West Africa to help a translation
project in a major language. The New Testament
had already been completed, but the Old
Testament was just beginning. We are now
more than halfway through the Old Testament,
having finished all the historical books except 2
Chronicles, much of the wisdom literature, and
most recently the Pentateuch. We’re now starting
to look at prophetic literature. There are other
aspects to the project like literacy – because if
you’ve got a book which nobody can read it’s
no good. There’s also work on audio recordings
and a mobile phone app, which has been quite
successful. We’re trying all sorts of ways to get the
Bible out.
How is the translation work done?
Phil: We normally start off with a draft based on
French versions. One of the translators produces
that, then I look at it in detail, comparing it with
the original Hebrew and other resources to make
sure that it’s correctly translated. Then we get
other people to check that it reads naturally, and
finally we bring in a consultant – somebody who’s
trained in the biblical languages and in translation
– to do a final detailed check of the book.
10 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020

Last year you returned to the UK. How did you
decide that you ought to come back?
Carolyn: I was on a mission leadership team at
the time and was involved in the decision affecting
many expatriate missionaries. The local Church
in the country felt that having foreign Christians
working among them was increasingly dangerous
for them. Our presence was raising their profile
and making them more vulnerable. It was a very
big decision, which meant we all had to either
return home and continue our work remotely if
we could, or go to another country. Combined
with this, on a personal level, we recognised that
our parents were aging and it really felt very much
of God that we should return to the UK. Phil could
carry on working on the translation project, and
we could be more available to help our parents at
this stage of life.
And, Carolyn, you’ve continued using your
medical experience for an international mission
organisation.
Carolyn: Yes, I was asked to become their
international health coordinator. It was supposed
to be 10 to 15 hours a week, but as you can
imagine, with coronavirus that’s grown to pretty
much a full-time job. It’s a huge challenge and
remains a difficult time. I’m making decisions for
an organisation which affect many people. Praise
God, nothing bad has resulted, but it’s been quite

What use is a book nobody can read? Phil’s project includes literacy teaching

a heavy burden. One of the dynamics of this whole
crisis is that people look to medical professionals
for advice, but we don’t always have the answers –
we have to give the best response we can. It’s been
tough.
Phil, you’re still serving full-time on the translation
project. How does that work when you’re
thousands of kilometres away from the rest of the
team?
Phil: As a team we were quite early adopters
of Zoom! Before we left the country I trained my
colleague how to use it. We would sit in different
rooms and try working ‘remotely’ – but in the
same location. Thankfully the team have good
internet, despite the power cuts. On Zoom we
can see each other’s screens and talk about the
translation. But we do most of the work individually using software that synchronises our changes
in the cloud. We also have an administration
board for the translation project, entirely made up
of local believers, mostly pastors. They get their
churches involved in the project, helping us find
translators and other contributors. I have made
some short trips back, but the current situation
doesn’t allow travel. Yet we’re very grateful to
God that the work can continue.
We’re within sight of the project’s end – probably
a few more years to get everything finished. So
I’m now on a programme to train as a translation consultant. This year I did my first check of a

whole biblical book – Obadiah, all 21 verses! I’m
working on a Masters in Biblical Hebrew, which
I need in order to be accredited for that role. It
could involve more travel, across francophone
Africa or more widely. We’ll see how God leads.
Bible translation in the French-speaking world is
something that I’d like to contribute to for the
long term.
How else could our readers pray for West Africa
and the people you are serving?
Phil: There are huge numbers of internally
displaced people who’ve had to leave their homes
because of violence and threats – not just from
jihadists but other ethnic groups. It’s basically
ethnic cleansing.
Carolyn: We’d love people to pray for the local
believers. They’re very discouraged. For example,
Phil’s close colleagues – we’ve tried to encourage
them and say, ‘Throughout church history, God
works in times of suffering to grow his church.’ But
they just look at the situation and find it very easy
to get discouraged. After all, they are genuinely
facing the possibility of losing their lives. It’s a very
new thing for them to wrestle with that whole
theology of suffering and what that really means
for them. So please pray for these believers to be
encouraged. This is a real moment for the church
there, regardless of ethnicity, to stand as one and
to show what the church should really be.
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020
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Lockdown lessons in Legionowo

Above: Kamil’s baptism has been a great encouragement to the church
Below left: The chapel is now open, but with new safety measures in place
Below right: When the chapel reopened even the preacher had to wear a facemask

On 4 March the government announced that
Poland had a Covid-19 ‘patient zero’ in hospital.
A week later wide-ranging restrictions were
introduced. Schools, theatres, cinemas, clubs and
concerts were closed. Employers were encouraged
to introduce working from home where possible.
Churches were not closed but the government
set a limit on attendees, and other public events
were cancelled. So we unanimously decided to
cancel our Sunday services and prayer meetings
and all other activities and move to the internet.
That coming Sunday we were planning to have a
baptismal interview with Kamil – a man who had
recently started attending.
A lot to learn
We didn’t have any experience with online
services so we had to learn quickly. We needed
to work out how to organise live events on
Facebook and how to use Zoom for prayer
meetings. Using these tools was not a problem
for some of us, but there were a few who
struggled. We set up a Messenger group on
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Facebook to keep in touch with all those who
attended the services, informing them about
prayer requests and prayer times, and providing
the links to Zoom meetings.
We soon started getting used to the new
situation. We had to. We adopted a new
form of Sunday worship without singing. Our
service consisted of prayer, reading of a Psalm,
prayer, reading of a chapter of Ruth, short
encouragement from the passage we had read,
then reading of the sermon passage, sermon
and final prayer. At first there were a few more
viewers than our normal chapel congregation.
But the numbers of viewers grew significantly
over the weeks; some services had a couple of
hundred views. We also noticed that sermons on
our YouTube channel were being watched more –
before the epidemic we usually had only a couple
of views per sermon, but during that time the
viewing figures increased into double-digits. We
also held a few online sessions of our ‘School of
Systematic Theology’, and again, lockdown has
meant more people are attending.
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020
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Joyful reunions
But after a few weeks of this we were missing
‘real’ meetings with people so much, and we
longed to gather again in the chapel. So we were
glad to hear that from 26 April our government
would lift some restrictions, allowing churches to
reopen in a limited way. That Sunday only six of
us could be there for the service, wearing masks
and sitting at a distance from each other. We kept
the order of service we had used online, but after
the sermon and prayer we switched off the live
broadcast so we could sing and pray together.
Of course there was no tea and biscuits after the
service! – but we spent an hour
or two talking, just as we used
to do.
As more normality returned we
could move ahead with Kamil’s
baptism. After Sunday service on
17 May we held the members’
business meeting. Kamil joined
us to be interviewed, giving his
testimony of conversion and
answering various questions. We
agreed to baptise him and receive
him into membership. So on
Sunday, 21 June, with much thanksgiving and joy,
we baptised Kamil in the lake near Legionowo.
Meetings in the chapel are a little different
now: we check body temperature, wash hands
and wear masks – and there is no eating allowed.
We have resumed going out with the literature
table. And slowly all the people who were coming
before the coronavirus outbreak are attending
services again.

A time for maturity and patience
We have seen one troubling issue in the wider
evangelical scene in Poland, where the virus
has caused some division. There have been
heated debates on the internet, with Christians
writing very strongly and ungraciously. Those

who wanted to follow government instructions
and who quickly moved church activities online
were attacked and accused of unbelief, ‘easy’
Christianity, and of doing the devil’s job. The
people who opposed the government’s advice
believed that the coronavirus epidemic was a
myth introduced by the government to control
society through a vaccination programme. Some
Christians believed other conspiracy theories,
including that the 5G network is the real cause
of the pandemic. But as much as we could, we
encouraged people to have a proper Christian
attitude towards brothers and sisters who hold
differing opinions. Thanks be to
our Lord that this heated debate
cooled down quickly. But it shows
us that we need to be more
mature in our Christian faith and
practice, and that in difficult times
we must support each other and
not attack each other.
Has there been any good thing
coming from the coronavirus
epidemic? There is much more
traffic on Christian websites and
more people are interested in
online courses such as Christianity Explored. But
we don’t yet see that change in the ‘real’ world.
Since most of the restrictions were lifted we
have tried to organise Bible studies and Christian
courses and invite people to the chapel, and we
resumed our literature table in the town centre.
But it seems to us that there is no interest in
spiritual things at all. It’s even worse than it was
before the outbreak of the epidemic. So maybe
we need to wait a little longer to see the change
in people’s hearts and minds. Maybe we need
to wait for people to come to the chapel or to
contact us in another way. But two things are
certain: the coronavirus is still with us and the
Lord is still on the throne. And he will be glorified
because all he does is good and glorious.

POSTCODE
COUNTRY

EMAIL
PLEASE USE MY GIFT:
❐ Wherever the need is greatest

PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER
❐ I have made an online transfer/bank deposit of £
(amount) on |
|
|
| (date)

❐ For the designated support of
❐ I have set up an online standing order with my bank to
pay £
on the
(day) of
(month) and then
monthly/quarterly/annually thereafter.

(PLEASE SPECIFY)

PAY BY CHEQUE
I enclose a cheque for:
£
made payable to
Grace Baptist Mission CIO

❐ I do not require an
acknowledgement of this gift

Grace Baptist Mission CIO account:
HSBC, Abingdon
Sort code 40-08-10 Account number:

71100335

STANDING ORDER FORM
❐ I have downloaded a GBM standing order form from the
GBM website:
www.gbm.org.uk/finance/STANDING_ORDER_FORM.pdf
and I have completed this and sent it to my bank.

❐ I enclose a copy of this form for GBM’s records.

GIFT AID DECLARATION
❐ I wish GBM to claim gift aid on all donations I make to GBM. I confirm I have paid or will pay an
amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least
equal to the amount of tax that will be reclaimed on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that
other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of
tax on every £1 that I give.
SIGNED

DATE

Please notify Grace Baptist Mission if you:
· Want to cancel this declaration · Change your name or home address
· No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

y
te b
ona bsite:
d
we
now
can e GBM
u
k
Yo
n th
g.u
al o bm.or
P
y
g
Pa

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO
Grace Baptist Mission CIO 12 Abbey Close, Abingdon-on-Thames, Oxon, OX14 3JD
Or scan and email to infodesk@gbm.org.uk
Grace Baptist Mission CIO - Registered charity No: 1157506

14 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020

HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020

15

COLOMBIA

TRAINING MATTERS
Mounting challenges in Medellín
Theo and Sonja Donner
have served in Medellín,
Colombia since 1983. Theo
teaches at the Biblical
Seminary of Colombia
(FUSBC) which is based
in this rambling city of 2.4
million people.
Paul Brunning reports
on a challenging time for
the Seminary

Theo teaching a class in Medellín
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Families, health services, schools, economies and
regular church life have all been seriously affected
by Covid-19 and the lockdown measures. But how
is the crisis affecting institutions that train the next
generation of pastors and gospel workers? Like
almost every part of the world, much of daily life in
Colombia was shut down due to the coronavirus,
although Medellín had at that time recorded
relatively few cases. Yet the impact of lockdown
may be felt for years by the Seminary and the
churches it serves. The challenges being faced in
Medellín will be mirrored in Bible colleges around
the world, including London Seminary, where
several GBM missionaries trained. These institutions
need our prayers.

God’s goodness through seventy-ﬁve years
The Seminary in Medellín recently marked its 75th
anniversary. Many thousands of Christians have
been trained over those years and have gone out
to serve churches in Colombia and far beyond. For
all the blessing that good theological education
brings to the Church, such ministry often has a low
profile. In Colombia few local churches prioritise
giving financial support to the Seminary, so it has
long had to survive on a very tight budget. Despite
that, in God’s goodness, FUSBC has received
recognition as a high-quality university institution.
Theo’s lecturing continues to include courses on
Paul’s letters, the use of the Old Testament in the
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020
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New Testament, logic and philosophy, and the
history of biblical interpretation. His book on this
subject is finished and nearing publication.
But early in the year Seminary life was radically
altered. Shortly after the first coronavirus case
was reported in Colombia in early March, the
country went into lockdown and face-to-face
classes were cancelled. The single students
returned home while married students remained
on campus. Teaching was switched from the
classroom to online where this was possible. The
Seminary already had considerable experience of
this through their online undergraduate degree
launched six years ago – a providence that Theo
recognises has been a tremendous help in the
present crisis.

Crisis comes
However there has still been an immediate and
severe impact on the Extension programmes run
from the Seminary. Around half of the Ongoing
Education diploma courses and events planned
for the first semester had to be cancelled, and as
the emergency continues into the autumn this

pattern is being repeated in the second semester.
The Seminary leadership have projected that
student numbers enrolled in these programmes
would reduce by more than 55 per cent. Almost
half of the students learning through the Instituto
Ministerial de Medellín have indicated that they
will not continue their studies if the second
semester courses take place online. The forecast
for the main full-time seminary course is not quite
so bleak. Although enrolment of new students
may only be about one half of the original
projection, few current students are expected to
drop out.
Colombia now faces serious economic trouble.
The figures are striking. Although it has so far
suffered far less from the direct health effects of
Covid-19 than neighbouring countries such as
Brazil and Peru, yet the Colombian stock market
has fared worse. In the first weeks of the virus
crisis many foreign investors pulled out and shares
fell by 34 per cent. Falling oil prices have hit the
economy hard. The urban unemployment rate
has risen to a historic high of 23.5 per cent. While
other countries have started to recover, Colombia
has not, nor is it thought likely to do so for some
considerable time.
What does this mean for the Seminary? In
short, Theo reports, there is huge financial
uncertainty now hanging over its future ministry.
In the 1990s FUSBC depended on outside finance
(mainly the US) for more than 60 per cent of its
budget. But the crises following the 9/11 terrorist
attacks and the financial crash of 2008-2009 led
to a huge drop in missionary giving in the US. In
the last two decades the Seminary has adjusted
to live more within the income generated
nationally. Now the coronavirus crisis is upon
them. ‘Who knows’, says Theo, ‘whether students
and churches will be able to afford the luxury of
seminary study in the months to come?’

An important work
Incoming Principal Luis Eduardo Ramírez Suárez
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This great uncertainty comes amidst ongoing
need for more well-trained pastors, gospel

workers and Bible scholars in Colombia. This
is really no luxury, but an important means of
safeguarding the Church. Formal, university-level
seminaries and good Bible institutes are unable to
cope with the growth of churches. It’s wonderful
that church growth is continuing, but it presents
a pressing challenge for the Colombian churches
and theological leaders. They recognise that they
must think creatively and innovatively about new
ways to strengthen the pastorate in the churches,
without abandoning the academic training that
forms such a vital foundation.
Humanly speaking, the next few years look
very difficult for the Biblical Seminary in Medellín.
Churches were already struggling to equip their
pastors for ministry, so any cutbacks in theological
training will make it harder for them to develop
spiritual depth and strength. Colombian
believers need to hear the voice of the Lord
Jesus Christ, their Good Shepherd, as their
pastors clearly and faithfully unfold the Word of
God. Training matters.
The Bible assures us that God remains in
sovereign control of every event and crisis in the
world. He carefully and wisely uses the difficulties
his people face to refine them and grow them
in likeness to the Lord Jesus Christ. We can

therefore respond to the mounting challenges in
Medellín by praying confidently for God to work
in Colombia for his glory and for the good of
his Church.
Please pray for Theo and Sonja as they navigate
the changing scene at the Seminary, especially
as Theo continues to teach online. Pray for the
leadership of the Seminary to plan and act wisely
in light of the many pressing difficulties they face.
Elizabeth Sendek is coming to the end of her time
as Principal, and Theo and Sonja’s son-in-law Luis
Eduardo Ramírez will take over in March 2021 –
pray for him as he settles into his new role at this
very challenging time. Pray that God will provide
finance to support the Seminary’s important work
– perhaps in part by raising up new missionary
professors who can come to Medellín and help
build links to churches around the world. Most
of all, please pray that through their trials the
churches of Colombia will continue growing in
number, and in the grace and knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
In 2017 Jim Sayers visited Theo and Sonja in
Colombia and GBM produced a DVD about
their ministry. If you would like to purchase a
copy please contact the Mission Centre.
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Great things growing from
a mustard seed
GBM works in close partnership with OneHundredFold, helping
to support Keith Charlton in his ministry and distributing
some OneHundredFold resources through our Radio team. Ben
Griffin, Director of Communications (UK) for OneHundredFold,
tells us how the work has been growing and bearing fruit
Let me take you back to 2003, Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso. The sun has set. The day’s heat has
subsided to a more dignified level of discomfort,
and there is a power cut. Total blackness covers the
neighbourhood.
In those brief moments of blackout a missionary
walks through the streets and notices that those
who, seconds before, had been sitting on the
side of the road playing Ludo and drinking green
tea, now deprived of illumination, are staring at
the gentle glow of their mobile phones. Everyone
20 HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020

has a mobile phone. The technological revolution
has arrived in one of the poorest countries in the
world.
Inspired by that night in Ouagadougou, the seed
which became OneHundredFold was sown: with
more people in the world owning a mobile phone
than a toothbrush or a toilet, surely we must be
able to harness this technology for the gospel!
If you are like me and the word ‘technology’
brings you out in a rash; if you have never so
much as heard of micro SD cards or Raspberry Pi’s,

then let me put your mind at ease. To understand
OneHundredFold, who use both of these to further
God’s kingdom, you don’t need to have heard of
either of them.

The Mustard Seed chip
In the UK, with a few swipes of your finger it is
possible to view almost anything on a smart phone.
This is great from an evangelistic point of view.
The Bible, and a myriad of teaching materials, are
now at your fingertips. In contrast, in a village in a
developing country there may be no internet but
still everybody has a phone. How is it possible to
get what we have available here to the unbeliever
or believer there?
Our team takes what is available online, or
given to us by GBM and other organisations,
and squeeze it down to fit onto a fingernail-size
memory card like one that fits in your phone.
These micro SD cards, as they are called, act like
the cassette tapes of old. It is possible to save
things onto them from the internet, pass them on
to another person, who puts them in their phone
where they can then see, or listen to, or watch
what has been saved. We call these micro SD
cards ‘Mustard Seeds.’
One part of our team collects a wide range
of good resources in many languages – Bibles,

creation-to-Christ teaching, testimonies and
sermons. They then seek copyright permissions,
save these resources onto a huge database, and
make them ready and available to be loaded onto
Mustard Seeds chips when the need arises. We call
this part of the ministry ‘The Storehouse.’

Planting the Mustard Seeds
One of our most recent projects has been with
GBM. Keith Charlton and his team have created
a Mustard Seed chip to be sent to Madagascar to
teach those converted from sorcery and banditry.
They have put together another Mustard Seed chip
to be sent to DR Congo to train pastors.
Now seventeen years on from the darkness
of that power cut in the dusty streets of
Ouagadougou, we at OneHundredFold hear back
from those who have been the recipients of the
light brought by one of over 350,000 Mustard
Seeds that have been sown. Unbelievers have been
saved and believers built up, and God’s word has
been placed in the hands of many for the very
first time.
If you would like to volunteer or receive news of
100Fold then please contact Ben at
ben.grifﬁn@100fold.org, or visit their website:
100fold.org.
[21]

UKRAINE

FEED YOUR MIND, STIR YOUR HEART
Have you heard the GBM Media Podcast?
Recent series include:

The Salvation Plan
Root Hill Rewind
Plus missionary interviews
and much more!
Search:

GBM media podcast

FIND US ON:

WHO STOLE CHRISTMAS?
Have you ever unwrapped Christmas
and found there’s nothing there?
New evangelistic book by Phil Heaps
Perfect to giveaway to friends, family
and visitors
Clear and engaging gospel presentation

Available to buy from September
For more information visit:

www.whostolechristmas.org.uk
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Dealing with Disasters

Frontline ministry: the gospel in the

RED ZONE

The conﬂict in Eastern Ukraine rumbles on, although it is now
largely forgotten by our mainstream media. Yet the Lord’s
people have found that gospel opportunities abound in this
troubled area, as reports from two contacts show
Early in 2014, Russian-supported separatists took
control of parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions known as the Donbass. This forgotten
war has now claimed an estimated 13,000 lives,
and displaced over one million people as refugees
and internally displaced people.
Andy, a Christian worker serving in the region,
writes, ‘We have seen Christians here sharing the
gospel with a winsome compassion that values
every person, without judging or condemning,
showing grace that exemplifies how God has
treated us. When we drive down to the region
near the war zone, we overtake tanks, military
supply vehicles and troop deployment trucks
heading to the war. Yet on the three-hour

journey, most of what we see coming the other
way are ambulances with their lights ﬂashing
– carrying the wounded, the maimed and the
dying to the hospitals in our city. It’s a sobering,
distressing sight. Christians visit every bed in these
hospitals every week, to share Jesus with those
with no hope besides.’
Gennadiy is the pastor of a small Baptist church
in the region, and a chaplain to the Ukrainian
soldiers in the ‘red zone’ at the frontline. He
writes,
‘Every month we make two trips to the war
zone (although the coronavirus stopped us going
there for some time). First we visit our soldiers
and police officers who serve there. At each of
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020
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Above: Pastor Gennadiy has many opportunities to minister to soldiers and civilians in the war zone

four checkpoints we have a short worship service,
with instruction in the Christian faith and prayers
for the soldiers and their families.
‘The next day we serve our soldiers and civilians
in nearby areas, bringing them the gospel
message and showing our Christian faith in
practical ways. With the help of local volunteers,
we gather fifty needy people and hold a worship
service in the street, preaching the gospel and
calling people to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord
and Saviour. Then we give out food packages,
which help to feed a family for a week. We give
nappies for children and disabled adults. Each
family receives a copy of the Bible, Christian
magazines and Christian books.
‘We often hear the testimonies of these
people, that our ministry has supported them
morally and physically. People continue to
pray, and read the Bibles and other Christian
literature that we provided. Many became
members of local churches.
‘The afternoon is dedicated to serving our
soldiers at the frontline. We give them good
words of encouragement in the Christian faith,
then pray with them. At each place we leave a
bag with useful things that soldiers cannot get at
the front: coffee, tea, toilet paper, cookies, etc.
These gifts, bought with donations from churches
in Ukraine and abroad, open their hearts for
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conversation with us and to the gospel of Jesus
Christ.
‘On the final day we distribute bread and
Christian literature, and pray for people in the
area. They have been subjected to severe shelling
during six years of the war in Donbass. It’s not
only food that helps these people survive, but
also the moral support which reminds them
that they are not abandoned in their troubles.
That is God’s love in practice.
‘We testify that the Lord has a special
compassion for these people who live in
an incredibly difficult situation. The Lord
encourages us to go to them with our mission
again and again.’
Jesus tells us, ‘Let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven’ (Matthew
5:16). These stories show how this can work out
through clear gospel ministry, supported by deeds
of Christian compassion. Pray for the protection
of Christians who bravely serve in the Donbass;
pray that our heavenly Father would bring peace
to Ukraine; pray for the many soldiers who have
come to know Christ at the frontline; and pray
that many more war-weary people would find
God’s all-surpassing peace in Christ.
Paul Brunning

Robin Dowling
24 November 1946
– 31 July 2020
Robin Dowling, Grace Baptist
pastor, missionary and
theologian departed to be with
Christ on 31 July 2020. He will
be sorely missed as a muchloved husband, father and
grandfather.
Coming from Bristol, he
took on the pastorate at Salem
Baptist Church in Kew in the
late 1970s. I got to know
him well as a friend and as
a colleague. He immersed
himself in encouraging Grace
Baptist churches, serving the
Association of Grace Baptist
Churches (South East), including
time as chairman. His church
was generous in sharing their
pastor with the Association;
the church did not suffer but
grew encouragingly. He was
ably helped by Clara his wife,
and has been throughout his
ministry.
Robin was gifted in

theological awareness, with
a burden to train young men
for Christian ministry. It was to
no one’s surprise when he and
Clara became missionaries with
Grace Baptist Mission. From
1992 to 1998 Robin served
as Theological Lecturer at the
Biblical Seminary in Medellin,
Colombia. His work there was
highly valued, and in the years
after they had resettled in the
UK Robin made a number of
short-term teaching visits back
to the Seminary.
Robin also pastored churches
in Thamesmead, Pucklechurch
near Bristol and North Finchley.
He continued to be
involved in training men for
ministry, including lecturing
on the faculty at Oak Hill
College on a part time basis. He
retired in 2014.
A faithful and multi-gifted
brother, pastorally sensitive,
theologically robust, concerned
and motivated by the gospel of
grace has been called home. He
is much missed and loved by his
family and much appreciated
by his brethren. May others be
raised to serve this generation
as Robin served his so faithfully.

certainly had the intellect to be
such. Yet he was a real ‘people
person’ and related very well
with people of all ages and
backgrounds.
His abilities, and Clara’s,
were tailor-made for Medellin.
Already having a teenage
family it was never going to
be easy for them but they
coped well and were much
respected and loved by the
Seminary faculty and students.
Robin’s theological acumen
combined with years of pastoral
experience were a great asset to
the Seminary.
Chris Richards

Geoff Gobbett
Robin was a keen supporter
of GBM and I often visited his
church in Kew, as did many of
the missionaries. You couldn’t
help but like him. On the one
hand he seemed the archetypal
‘absent minded professor’! He

Top: The Dowlings
Above: Robin and his class in
Medellín, August 2013
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Rev. James B Jones
11 July 1934 – 20 May 2020
The name of Jim Jones might
be unfamiliar to most Herald
readers – after all, half a century
has gone by since he and his
wife Elsie came back from India.
They had served there with the
Mission, then known as the
Strict Baptist Mission. Jim and
Elsie were great friends of ours
and warm hearted colleagues
in the Lord’s service, living in
the same area of Tirunelveli /
Ramnad. We have kept in touch
through the years and have now
lost a valued brother in Christ.
Our prayers and thoughts are
for Elsie and family.
Philip Grist
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Jim’s wife Elsie has also
written about his life:
In his childhood in East
Ham Jim attended the local
Anglican church, but it wasn’t
until his early twenties, when
reading the Bible borrowed
from the local library, that the
Word spoke to him and he
accepted Christ as his Saviour.
Christian work colleagues then
encouraged him to attend East
Ham Baptist Church where he
was baptised. Whilst being a
member at this church, Jim
had a calling to serve the Lord
in South India. Jim spent the
next two years preparing for his
missionary service, studying at
the Strict Baptist Bible College.
During this time he met his
future wife, Elsie Hardy. As an
engaged couple they sailed to
South India in 1961. Jim then
spent two years in Namakkal
with the missionaries Grace
and Harry Huckett, and Elsie
went to live with Olive Knight,
two hundred miles away in
Kovilpatti.
Jim and Elsie were married
in the Union Church,

Kotagiri, in February 1964 and
served as missionaries in the
Panayadipatti area for the next
three years. Their son Richard
was born in July 1965, and a
year after their return to the UK
they welcomed their daughter
Marion to the family.
Upon their return, Jim worked
in banking. However, he knew
that he was being called again
to share his Christian ministry
and he became the Pastor and
Superintendent of St. Giles
Christian Mission in Islington.
Jim and Elsie served the
Lord here for twenty-three
years until his retirement
to Broadstairs in 1996. In
retirement Jim continued to
share fellowship and ministry
with several churches on the
Isle of Thanet, and was a
devoted husband and father,
and grandfather to Samuel,
Helena, Katie, Rachel and
Joshua.
Elsie Jones

with the gospel this year. But the
Lord has given new opportunities
and brought new blessings as
churches have been forced to
think and operate differently, as
these four examples show.

New faces at
AGBC(SE)
and Highbury
Baptist Church
The members of Highbury Baptist
Church are very thankful to Grace
Church, Yate for releasing Phil
Heaps to come and serve as a
full-time paid pastor. This has
allowed Andrew King to accept a
new role as General Secretary of
the Association of Grace Baptist
Churches (South East).
Please do pray for Phil and
Andrew as they serve together as
co-pastors at Highbury, and more
widely among the Association
churches. Both have a particular
interest in developing literature
and church-based leadership
training.

Churches find
new outreach
opportunities
Lockdown and social distancing
have dramatically altered the
way churches have reached out

Broadstairs
Like every church, Grace Baptist
Church in Broadstairs had to
cancel all their regular events.
One of their popular activities had
been the weekly coffee morning,
which always included a fifteenminute gospel talk. Paul Smith,
elder at the church, reports, ‘To
make up in some way for this we
began to add evangelistic posts
to our website – gracethanet.
org/curious. We know that some
of the coffee morning regulars
have been reading these. One
particularly helpful post was the
testimony of the lady who hosted
our coffee mornings. She shared
her story, When Covid Stops
Cancer Treatment, and this has
encouraged us to begin gathering
further testimonies of members
to put up on our website.’

Cambridge
At the start of the summer
holidays Eden Baptist Church in
Cambridge ran Hero Academy,
their Holiday Bible Club for this
year. The coronavirus restrictions
meant that it all had to be
online, with songs and stories
on their YouTube channel,
followed by games, quizzes and
other activities in small groups
on Zoom. For all the limitations
of an online club, the upside is
that it is accessible to children
almost anywhere. Eden’s club
was enjoyed far beyond the Fens,
reaching the children of GBM
missionaries in both Serbia and
Central Asia.

Abingdon
Abbey Baptist Church in
Abingdon has, like many other
churches around the country,
been placing free evangelistic
books outside their building.
These have included Gospels and
New Testaments, testimony books
from 10ofThose, and topical
titles such as Where is God in a
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020
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Coronavirus World? and Where
is God in a Messed-Up World?
The church also included some
children’s books in the display, and
produced an attractive poster to
draw the attention of passers-by.
By August more than one hundred
items had been taken.
Cuckﬁeld – church in a ﬁeld!
When churches were permitted
to meet again from July, Cuckfield
Baptist Church realised that it
would be safer and more pleasant
– weather permitting – in their
field next to the building.
A small team set up the field
with a welcome desk where hand
sanitizer is available and track and
trace details are recorded. Coned

areas indicate safe distancing
arrangements, and a welcome
team direct folk to arrange their
picnic chairs and rugs in a secure
manner. The service is much the
same as it would normally be,
except that when the hymns are
broadcast over the PA system the
congregation can only hum along!

A new role
for Nicola
Nicola Edkins, who has served
with GBM among Asian
communities in Wales and
northern England since 2003,

Phil and Lydia
return

ABOUT CHURCH PLANTING
VIA ZOOM WITH PASTOR BARRY KING

19th September 2020 10th October 2020

21st November 2020

 10:00am - 10:45am

 10:00am - 10:45am

 10:00am - 10:45am

 11:00am -11:45am

 11:00am - 11:45am

 11:00am - 11:45am

What is a church?

Why should churches be
planted?

What is the first step?
Who is on board?

 12:15pm - 1:00pm

Who is in charge?
Who should plant churches?  1:15pm - 2:00pm
Where will the money come
 1:15pm - 2:00pm
Where should churches be from?
 12:15pm - 1:00pm

What is the endgame?
What are some potential
pitfalls?
 12:15pm - 1:00pm

When do I call it a day?
 1:15pm - 2:00pm

Where can I turn for help?
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Phil and Lydia Evans have shared
their plans to return from Latvia
later this year. In their recent
prayer letter they wrote,
‘We have been
thinking a lot about our
work in Riga, and have
concluded that the time
is right for us to leave
Latvia and return to the
UK. We have discussed
this with the elders at
Penzance Baptist Church,
with Malcolm and Ruth,
and with Daryl and Julia
Jones, and have spent
much time in prayer and
seeking the Lord.

will be leaving GBM at the end
of the summer. She has been
appointed as women’s worker
at her church, Grace Church
Southport. Nicola explains,
‘About eighteen months ago
I started to pray about future
ministry because it was becoming
clear that the work I had been
doing alongside other churches in
the North West and Yorkshire was
coming to an end.
‘As I prayed about the future,
my burden for the work at my
home church in Southport grew.
Others have been praying and I
have been talking things through
with them and with GBM over
the last few months. All of this
has led to the decision to
leave GBM and start working

‘A number of factors have
contributed to our decision, not
only the uncertainties arising
from the Covid-19 situation and
our changing family situation
(we’re expecting our second child
in January!). This summer the

for my church on 1 September. I
believe the Lord has made this
very clear, and I am excited
about the changes ahead!
‘I am so thankful for my
time with GBM. It has been a
very important part of my life
for so long, and I have felt so
supported and prayed for by
many people over the years. I
have really enjoyed visiting you
and your churches and want to
thank you for your prayers for the
work.’

Join us on Annual Mission
Day, 24 October (see the
information on page 31), as
we say farewell to Nicola and
give thanks to God for her
years of service.

majority of the students we have
been working with over the last
three years will finish their studies
and leave. Those remaining
are stronger in their faith and
commitment to church.
‘It has been such a joy to be
a part of the church
here. Please continue
to remember Malcolm
and Ruth, and the
fellowship, in your
prayers. We are so
thankful to the Lord for
His many blessings on
the work here. There are
committed and active
members in the church
who are willing and able
to get stuck into the
work and take on a lot
of what we have been
HERALD SEPTEMBER 2020
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doing. We are so thankful for
your support and prayers, without
which we know we would not
have seen the growth that we
have, in those we have been
working with.
‘We will initially move back to
Penzance and Phil will look for
employment as well as getting
involved in church life there.
Please pray for us at this time of
transition.’
We will also take the
opportunity at Annual Mission
Day to give thanks for all that
God has done through Phil
and Lydia.

GBM financial
update
The accounts for 2019 are
currently being audited.
Assuming there are no
adjustments, we are thankful
to report a small surplus
of £13,000 for the full year.
This excludes any legacy
income.
Up to April 2020 there is a
surplus of £9,000, including a
legacy of £10,000.
The Mission aims not to rely
upon legacies in order to meet
its financial commitments. We
are thankful to God and to
you, our supporters, that for
2019 and the year to date, all
expenses have been covered
without using legacy funds.
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MISSION
DAY 2020
Saturday 24 October

T

he coronavirus pandemic has changed all
our lives. Church life and mission work
have become more complicated and, in
many ways, more limited. Yet God has

not given up his plan to gather a people from every
nation, tribe, people and language. Nor has he taken
back his command for us to pray and preach the
Word, calling all people everywhere to repent and
come to Christ. In fact he is the God who says, ‘Let
light shine out of darkness’ – so however dark and
troubled the world may be, the light of the gospel
can still penetrate the hearts and minds of men,

Juba Gospel Radio on air

women and children.
This year’s Annual Mission Day will be different

Encouragements
from Juba
Gospel Radio
GBM Radio recently received very
encouraging news from David
Angango, their contact at Juba
Gospel Radio in South Sudan,
who had not been in touch for a
couple of years. David wrote,
‘We relocated to a refugee
settlement called Kalobeyei in
northern Kenya to do ministry
hence the long silence. Thank
you VERY much for the
wonderful ministry of Serving
Today and Sound Words. We
received hundreds of these
programmes back in 2016 on
a ﬂash disk and continue to
be blessed immensely by the
rich content. We value this
content and thank God for it.
These programmes have been a
tremendous resource. As I write,
they are a backbone of a plan
now in place to send content
to individual church leaders
directly via WhatsApp, which has

in form, but our aim is still to inform, inspire and
become very popular here with
the South Sudanese people.
‘In the past couple of days,
when about to exhaust our
content, we turned to your
website and found many more
programmes there [David is
referring to GBM’s podcast feed].
The Covid-19 pandemic has
driven us to the internet and
we are putting out at least 40
minutes of your content via
internet radio targeting the
brethren in South Sudan.’
Andrew Cook is now sending
David further Serving Today
episodes. He comments, ‘This
really encouraging news is
an example of how Serving
Today continues to meet the
leadership needs of African
pastors and church leaders.
David is clearly a man of ability
and resourcefulness; he is a
strategic contact in the region
and we should seek to support
his ministry as much as we can.’

encourage you. Join us live online to see and
hear how GBM missionaries have been seizing
opportunities in the pandemic, and shining the light
of Christ into the hearts of people around the world.

PROGRAMME

10:00am – Church Delegates AGM on Zoom.

Access details will be publicised in advance.

Access details will be sent to registered delegates

4:30-5:00pm – Closing meeting on Zoom.

in advance.

Round off the day with GBM news and

3:00-4:30pm – Missionary presentations

ministry from our chairman, Keith Johns.

on Zoom. A programme of live and recorded

This will run on the same Zoom meeting as

missionary presentations from around the world.

the missionary presentations, and will also

There will be a short interval part way through

be live-streamed on GBM’s Facebook and

so that you can take a break from your screen.

YouTube channels.

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.’ (2 Cor. 4:6 ESV)
Grace Baptist Mission 12 Abbey Close Abingdon Oxon OX14 3JD Tel: 01235 520147
Web: www.gbm.org.uk Email: infodesk@gbm.org.uk
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GBM Annual Mission Day 2020
Saturday 24 October
10:00am – Church Delegates AGM on Zoom
3:00-4:30pm – Missionary presentations on Zoom
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