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Rev. James B Jones
11 July 1934 — 20 May 2020

The name of Jim Jones might
be unfamiliar to most Herald
readers — after all, half a century
has gone by since he and his
wife Elsie came back from India.
They had served there with the
Mission, then known as the
Strict Baptist Mission. Jim and
Elsie were great friends of ours
and warm hearted colleagues

in the Lord’s service, living in

the same area of Tirunelveli /
Ramnad. We have kept in touch
through the years and have now
lost a valued brother in Christ.
Our prayers and thoughts are
for Elsie and family.

Philip Grist

No.
Jim

. R
26 HERALD SEP B

Z h=as had Dergue and q

ow thai we both pasae

Gur urited Chrigtian

Jim ard Elsie.

Jim's wife Elsie has also
written about his life:
In his childhood in East
Ham Jim attended the local
Anglican church, but it wasn't
until his early twenties, when
reading the Bible borrowed
from the local library, that the
Word spoke to him and he
accepted Christ as his Saviour.
Christian work colleagues then
encouraged him to attend East
Ham Baptist Church where he
was baptised. Whilst being a
member at this church, Jim
had a calling to serve the Lord
in South India. Jim spent the
next two years preparing for his
missionary service, studying at
the Strict Baptist Bible College.
During this time he met his
future wife, Elsie Hardy. As an
engaged couple they sailed to
South India in 1961. Jim then
spent two years in Namakkal
with the missionaries Grace
and Harry Huckett, and Elsie
went to live with Olive Knight,
two hundred miles away in
Kovilpatti.

Jim and Elsie were married
in the Union Church,
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Kotagiri, in February 1964 and
served as missionaries in the
Panayadipatti area for the next
three years. Their son Richard
was born in July 1965, and a
year after their return to the UK
they welcomed their daughter
Marion to the family.

Upon their return, Jim worked
in banking. However, he knew
that he was being called again
to share his Christian ministry
and he became the Pastor and
Superintendent of St. Giles
Christian Mission in Islington.
Jim and Elsie served the
Lord here for twenty-three
years until his retirement
to Broadstairs in 1996. In
retirement Jim continued to
share fellowship and ministry
with several churches on the
Isle of Thanet, and was a
devoted husband and father,
and grandfather to Samuel,
Helena, Katie, Rachel and
Joshua.

Elsie Jones
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New faces at

AGBC(SE)
and Highbury
Baptist Church

The members of Highbury Baptist
Church are very thankful to Grace
Church, Yate for releasing Phil
Heaps to come and serve as a
full-time paid pastor. This has
allowed Andrew King to accept a
new role as General Secretary of
the Association of Grace Baptist
Churches (South East).

Please do pray for Phil and
Andrew as they serve together as
co-pastors at Highbury, and more
widely among the Association
churches. Both have a particular
interest in developing literature
and church-based leadership
training.

(hurches find

new outreach
Opportunities

ockdown and social distancing
ave dramatically altered the
vay churches have reached out

with the gospel this year. But the
Lord has given new opportunities
and brought new blessings as
churches have been forced to
think and operate differently, as
these four examples show.

Curious?

Notsure what you make of God and the Bible?

Here are some things to chew on

Broadstairs

Like every church, Grace Baptist
Church in Broadstairs had to
cancel all their regular events.
One of their popular activities had
been the weekly coffee morning,
which always included a fifteen-
minute gospel talk. Paul Smith,
elder at the church, reports, ‘To
make up in some way for this we
began to add evangelistic posts
to our website — gracethanet.
org/curious. We know that some
of the coffee morning regulars
have been reading these. One
particularly helpful post was the
testimony of the lady who hosted
our coffee mornings. She shared
her story, When Covid Stops
Cancer Treatment, and this has
encouraged us to begin gathering
further testimonies of members
to put up on our website.’

Cambridge

At the start of the summer
holidays Eden Baptist Church in
Cambridge ran Hero Academy,
their Holiday Bible Club for this
year. The coronavirus restrictions
meant that it all had to be
online, with songs and stories
on their YouTube channel,
followed by games, quizzes and
other activities in small groups
on Zoom. For all the limitations
of an online club, the upside is
that it is accessible to children
almost anywhere. Eden’s club
was enjoyed far beyond the Fens,
reaching the children of GBM
missionaries in both Serbia and
Central Asia.

Abingdon

Abbey Baptist Church in
Abingdon has, like many other
churches around the country,
been placing free evangelistic
books outside their building.
These have included Gospels and
New Testaments, testimony books
from 100fThose, and topical

titles such as Where is God in a
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Coronavirus World? and Where

is God in a Messed-Up World?
The church also included some
children’s books in the display, and
produced an attractive poster to
draw the attention of passers-by.
By August more than one hundred
items had been taken.

Cuckfield — church in a field!
When churches were permitted
to meet again from July, Cuckfield
Baptist Church realised that it
would be safer and more pleasant
— weather permitting — in their
field next to the building.

A small team set up the field

with a welcome desk where hand
sanitizer is available and track and
trace details are recorded. Coned

areas indicate safe distancing
arrangements, and a welcome
team direct folk to arrange their
picnic chairs and rugs in a secure
manner. The service is much the
same as it would normally be,
except that when the hymns are
broadcast over the PA system the
congregation can only hum along!

TWELVE
QUESTIONS

ABOUT CHURCH PLANTING

VIAZOOM WITH PASTOR BARRY KING

19t September 10 October

4 10:00am - 10:45am 10:00am - 10:45am
What is a church? What is the first step?

11:00am -11:45am 4 11:00am - 11:45am 11:00am - 11:45am
Why should churches be Who is on board? What are some potential
planted? 12:15pm - 1:00pm pitfalls?
4 12:15pm - 1:00pm Whoiis in charge? 4 12:15pm - 1:00pm
Who should plant churches? - ¢ 1:15pm - 2:00pm When dol call it a day?
Where will the money come 1:15pm - 2:00pm
1:15pm - 2:00pm
Where should churchesbe  from? Where can | turn for help?

planted?

21 November

4 10:00am - 10:45am
What is the endgame?

Register today by emailing

. ; . onl
gracebaptistpartnership@googlemail.com TWELVE

PARTNERSHIP
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A new role
for Nicola

Nicola Edkins, who has served
with GBM among Asian
communities in Wales and
northern England since 2003,

Phil and Lydia

return

Phil and Lydia Evans have shared
their plans to return from Latvia

later this year. In their recent
prayer letter they wrote,
‘We have been
thinking a lot about our
work in Riga, and have
concluded that the time
is right for us to leave
Latvia and return to the
UK. We have discussed
this with the elders at
Penzance Baptist Church,
with Malcolm and Ruth,
and with Daryl and Julia
Jones, and have spent
much time in prayer and
seeking the Lord.

will be leaving GBM at the end
of the summer. She has been
appointed as women'’s worker
at her church, Grace Church
Southport. Nicola explains,

‘About eighteen months ago
| started to pray about future
ministry because it was becoming
clear that the work | had been
doing alongside other churches in
the North West and Yorkshire was
coming to an end.

‘As | prayed about the future,
my burden for the work at my
home church in Southport grew.
Others have been praying and |
have been talking things through
with them and with GBM over
the last few months. All of this
has led to the decision to
leave GBM and start working

‘A number of factors have
contributed to our decision, not
only the uncertainties arising
from the Covid-19 situation and
our changing family situation
(we're expecting our second child
in January!). This summer the

for my church on 1 September. |
believe the Lord has made this
very clear, and | am excited
about the changes ahead!

‘I am so thankful for my
time with GBM. It has been a
very important part of my life
for so long, and | have felt so
supported and prayed for by
many people over the years. |
have really enjoyed visiting you
and your churches and want to
thank you for your prayers for the
work.’

Join us on Annual Mission
Day, 24 October (see the
information on page 31), as
we say farewell to Nicola and
give thanks to God for her
years of service.

majority of the students we have
been working with over the last
three years will finish their studies
and leave. Those remaining
are stronger in their faith and
commitment to church.

‘It has been such a joy to be
a part of the church
here. Please continue
to remember Malcolm
and Ruth, and the
fellowship, in your
prayers. We are so
thankful to the Lord for
His many blessings on
the work here. There are
committed and active
members in the church
who are willing and able
to get stuck into the
work and take on a lot
of what we have been
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doing. We are so thankful for
your support and prayers, without
which we know we would not
have seen the growth that we
have, in those we have been
working with.

‘We will initially move back to
Penzance and Phil will look for
employment as well as getting
involved in church life there.
Please pray for us at this time of
transition.’

We will also take the
opportunity at Annual Mission
Day to give thanks for all that
God has done through Phil
and Lydia.

GBM financial
update

The accounts for 2019 are
currently being audited.
Assuming there are no
adjustments, we are thankful
to report a small surplus

of £13,000 for the full year.
This excludes any legacy
income.

Up to April 2020 there is a
surplus of £9,000, including a
legacy of £10,000.

The Mission aims not to rely
upon legacies in order to meet
its financial commitments. We
are thankful to God and to
you, our supporters, that for
2019 and the year to date, all
expenses have been covered
without using legacy funds.
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Juba Gospel Radio on air

Encouragements
from Juba

Gospel Radio

GBM Radio recently received very
encouraging news from David
Angango, their contact at Juba
Gospel Radio in South Sudan,
who had not been in touch for a
couple of years. David wrote,
‘We relocated to a refugee
settlement called Kalobeyei in
northern Kenya to do ministry
hence the long silence. Thank
you VERY much for the
wonderful ministry of Serving
Today and Sound Words. We
received hundreds of these
programmes back in 2016 on
a flash disk and continue to
be blessed immensely by the
rich content. We value this
content and thank God for it.
These programmes have been a
tremendous resource. As | write,
they are a backbone of a plan
now in place to send content
to individual church leaders
directly via WhatsApp, which has

become very popular here with
the South Sudanese people.

‘In the past couple of days,
when about to exhaust our
content, we turned to your
website and found many more
programmes there [David is

referring to GBM's podcast feed].

The Covid-19 pandemic has
driven us to the internet and
we are putting out at least 40
minutes of your content via
internet radio targeting the
brethren in South Sudan.’
Andrew Cook is now sending
David further Serving Today
episodes. He comments, ‘This
really encouraging news is
an example of how Serving
Today continues to meet the
leadership needs of African
pastors and church leaders.
David is clearly a man of ability
and resourcefulness; he is a
strategic contact in the region
and we should seek to support
his ministry as much as we can.’

he coronavirus pandemic has changed all

ANNUAL
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Saturday 24 October

our lives. Church life and mission work

have become more complicated and, in

many ways, more limited. Yet God has
not given up his plan to gather a people from every
nation, tribe, people and language. Nor has he taken
back his command for us to pray and preach the
Word, calling all people everywhere to repent and
come to Christ. In fact he is the God who says, ‘Let
light shine out of darkness’ — so however dark and
troubled the world may be, the light of the gospel
can still penetrate the hearts and minds of men,
women and children.
This year’s Annual Mission Day will be different

LlGl'iT r

in form, but our aim is still to inform, inspire and
encourage you. Join us live online to see and

5&@#6

hear how GBM missionaries have been seizing
opportunities in the pandemic, and shining the light
of Christ into the hearts of people around the world.

PROGRAMME

10:00am — Church Delegates AGM on Zoom.
Access details will be sent to registered delegates

Access details will be publicised in advance.
4:30-5:00pm — Closing meeting on Zoom.
Round off the day with GBM news and
ministry from our chairman, Keith Johns.

in advance.

3:00-4:30pm — Missionary presentations
on Zoom. A programme of live and recorded This will run on the same Zoom meeting as
missionary presentations from around the world. the missionary presentations, and will also
There will be a short interval part way through be live-streamed on GBM's Facebook and

so that you can take a break from your screen. YouTube channels.

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of

God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Cor. 4:6 ESV)
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GBM Annual Mission Day 2020

Saturday 24 October

10:00am — Church Delegates AGM on Zoom
3:00-4:30pm — Missionary presentations on Zoom
4:30-5:00pm — Closing meeting on Zoom and livestream

Access details will be publicised in advance

#GBMAMD20
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