
ST711 Answering Listeners’ Questions (1) Samson and Delilah   page 1 

Andrew Cook: 

  Here on Serving Today, we receive questions from you our listeners. We try to answer these individually, 

but sometimes there are interesting ones that could be of interest to others.   

 Well, we thought that from time to time it would be a good idea to share some of these on the programme 

itself. We’ll start with a listener from Zimbabwe who asks: 

Dan Bryant: 

 How could Samson go on with Delilah when it was so clear she was against Samson and God’s purposes 

for Israel? 

Andrew: 

 As you know, Samson was raised up by God as one of a number of successive judges who led and saved 

Israel as part of the ‘Judges cycle’. As with some other great Bible characters, Samson was a deeply flawed 

individual who had a serious weakness for women and some say, an addiction to sex. This made him 

reckless in his relationships with women. Samson seemed unable to learn from his mistakes. But because he 

had this God-given strength, Samson felt invincible and that lead him to be more and more risky in his 

behaviour, especially with women. So he misuses God’s blessing for sinful purposes.   

 It’s in Judges, chapter 16, that he falls for Delilah, his third Philistine woman. From the start, it’s not a good 

match. He is possessed and inflamed by his physical desire for her while Delilah is motivated by her greed 

and hunger for power.   

 Samson and Delilah misuse each other for their own purposes. Their relationship is based on self-serving 

love, rather than self-giving love. This is spoken about in the well-known passage on husbands and wives in 

Ephesians chapter 5, verse 22 onwards. 

Dan: 

 ‘Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, in this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as 

their own bodies.’ 

Andrew: 

 Samson no longer depended on God’s love and grace to help him in his calling as leader and rescuer of 

God’s people. Instead, he thought of his strength as something he was entitled to, rather than a gift from 

God. So, Samson’s own weakness, his misplaced confidence in the strength given to him by God and his 

complacent attitude towards God, sadly explain why Samson was happy to continue in his flawed 

relationship with Delilah and to the apparent detriment of God’s purposes for Israel. 

 Yet, the seeming tragic end to his life, Samson’s act of revenge on the Philistines, is described by one 

commentator as the ‘important moment of his life’. When he asks God to bring back his strength, Samson is 

finally exercising faith. The destruction of the temple of Dagon and the killing of many Philistines that 

follows, sow the seed of deliverance for God’s people.  

 In a limited sense, Samson’s death brought about salvation for the people of God. In a similar and greater 

way, Jesus triumphed through his death and now reigns victorious.  

 Ultimately, the story of Samson points us to the gospel. It underlines that we must become weak, admit how 

unworthy and undeserving we are. The gospel makes us realise how much we need God’s grace and his 

strength in the fight against pride, against lust, anger, against seeking revenge and being complacent; the 

very traits that were Samson’s undoing. 

 We hope that this goes some way to answering that part of the question. 

 Our listener also says: 

Dan: 

 I don’t see how a sober man, Samson was after all a Nazarite, could ‘sleep’ while all his hair was cut off. 

Please explain. 

Andrew: 

 Yes, this does seem to turn upside down the saying about the ‘sleep of the just’ being undisturbed! 

Samson’s uncut hair was more a symbol of God’s given strength while the Philistines saw it as the magical 
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key to his unnatural power. In their pagan religious minds, giving Samson a haircut would do the trick and 

magically make his strength vanish.   

 In fact, Samson’s undisturbed sleep while being shaved shows us again how complacent Samson was about 

the gift of strength. He thought that it would never leave him. He wasn’t depending on God’s grace. This 

reminds us just how much on our guard as believers we should be about the things which take us away from 

depending on God’s mercy, goodness and grace. 


