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Andrew Cook: 

 We share an answer to a listener’s question. This time it comes from someone in England. 

Dan Bryant: 

 How does growing in the fruit of the Spirit fit in with telling others about Jesus? 

Andrew: 

 And this listener also goes on to talk about the problem of witnessing out of a sense of duty and pressure 

rather than out of love.   

 Well, witnessing doesn’t come easily to most of us, and at the same time, we feel our failure to be more 

Christ-like. Christians need to be reminded that growing the fruit of the Spirit is a life-long process as God 

transforms us into the people he originally created us to be, and that’s something that we will experience 

fully and perfectly when we are with the Lord in heaven.  

 There is only one fruit of the Spirit with different aspects. 

Dan: 

 ‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 

self-control.’ 

Andrew: 

 To grow as a Christian it is important to remain in Christ. That means staying close to him, by reading his 

word and prayer. As we do so, we grow more and more in the fruit of the Spirit rather than producing bad 

fruit. A believer’s life then becomes directed towards seeking God’s glory, rather than one’s own glory.  

 This leads us to want to witness about the change which has happened in our lives because of God’s love in 

Christ. We are commanded to share the gospel, or more specifically, ‘to make disciples’. Gospel work 

therefore includes many different aspects. Sharing the good news is one of them, but encouraging believers 

to grow in their Christian walk is part of this too.   

 Witnessing is a privilege which can be done by sharing our own experience, by explaining a Bible passage, 

by taking opportunities to bring others to hear the gospel preached, and very importantly, we show the light 

of the gospel in the way that we live. So both our words and actions therefore become part of our witness.   

  


