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Andrew Cook: 

 Once again, we would like to share a listener’s question with you and provide an answer. This one comes 

from South Africa. 

Dan Bryant: 

 I was praying and the Lord gave me this verse from Matthew chapter 5, verses 6 and 7. So please help me 

to understand what the Lord is telling me to do? 

Andrew: 

  Well, first let’s hear the scripture from Matthew chapter 5 and verse 6. 

Dan: 

 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.’ 

Andrew: 

 These are well known sayings of the Lord Jesus which come at the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. 

They’re called the Beatitudes. This is a word that describes someone who is happy or blessed, and the 

source of that happiness or blessing or prosperity which Jesus is talking about is spiritual. It’s the joy that 

comes from knowing and experiencing God’s salvation. It’s an everlasting happiness and it doesn’t depend 

on our material or physical situation now, and we do need to have that in mind as we read these verses.   

 But to help us further understand the specific verse that our listener from South Africa is asking about, 

here’s our friend Luke Jenner, because some time back he was explaining this very passage to us in the 

series on ‘Preaching the Sermon on the Mount’.   

 So, over to Luke. 

Luke Jenner: 

 Even though disciples know they are sinful, they do want to be righteous. They’re not happy to stay as they 

are, as sinful, but they hunger and they thirst for righteousness, and that’s what verse 6 says. They want to 

be filled; they want to have righteousness in their lives.   

 Now we know about when people are hungry and thirsty for food and water, they are desperate. They want 

it more than anything, desperately. Well, disciples are desperate to be holy. They are desperate for 

righteousness and what’s the wonderful news? God promises they will be filled! They’re desperate to be 

holy; God says I will give you this holiness. So as a disciple trusts God, he helps them to live in a holy way.   

 By the end of the Beatitudes we’re told that disciples are blessed because they are persecuted because of 

righteousness! What we discover, then, is as people long for righteousness, God does fill them so that in the 

end people see their sinfulness and they don’t like it.   

 Disciples who know they are sinful are persecuted for being righteous. So there you are, God has answered 

their prayer. God has filled them. God has given them what they desire: they become righteous. The Holy 

Spirit gradually makes Christians more and more like Jesus. This doesn’t mean that they stop becoming 

sinners, no one becomes perfect in this life, but they do become more holy and that means they are truly 

blessed. 

Andrew: 

 That was Luke Jenner explaining for us the meaning of what it means to hunger and thirst for righteousness.   

 Let’s now hear the next part of the verse that our listener was asking about which is from Matthew chapter 

5 and verse 7. 

Dan: 

 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.’ 

Andrew: 

 We’ve seen that God will fill his people with righteousness, because their hearts and their lives have been 

changed. One of the ways in which this happens is given by Jesus in the verse that we’ve just heard. Jesus 

says that his disciples will be merciful people.   

 Here’s Luke again. 
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Luke: 

 They know that they are sinful as we have seen, but God has been kind to them and has forgiven them and 

so when another person does something bad to them, they are kind also to them. In other words, they show 

them mercy. 

Andrew: 

 In fact in another part of Matthew’s gospel there’s a parable taught by Jesus to teach this very lesson and 

it’s in Matthew chapter 18, verses 21 to 35. And here’s Luke to explain it to us. 

Luke: 

 One servant cannot pay his huge debt to his master, and the master forgives him and allows him to go free. 

But then this same servant goes out and finds a servant of his own who owes him a very small amount and 

he beats him and he treats him very badly.  

 And Jesus says that that was a very wrong thing for him to do, and the master of that first servant calls him 

in and says he’s done something very wrong. And Jesus used this picture to show us that those who have 

been forgiven themselves must also show that they have been forgiven by being willing to forgive others.   

 This will apply to many people in your congregation because we are all sinners and we all have people who 

sin against us. We can show that we are disciples by being merciful to those who have treated us badly. 

Andrew: 

 May God give us his strength and his grace to be more like him so that others may see more of him and his 

glory and less of us.   

 Well, I hope that’s helped to answer the question from our listener in South Africa. 


