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Derek French: 

 Well, our new guest is Malcolm Firth, and I met Malcolm away from the studio.  I began by asking him to 

tell us a little about himself and also the theme of the series he’s going to be speaking to us about.   

Malcolm Firth: 

 Well, I’ve been working in Latvia for fifteen years with my wife and our son.  We live in Riga, the capital 

of Latvia, and I’ve been teaching at the Bible Institute there and I also travel around the country teaching.  

We’re involved in Church planting at the moment as well. 

Derek:  

Some of our listeners may not know exactly where Latvia is. 

Malcolm: 

 Ok, well Latvia is one of the former Soviet block countries.  It’s right next door to Russia.  It’s one of the 

Baltic states, so Estonia is to the north and Lithuania to the south, and Russia is there on the eastern border. 

Derek: 

 Thanks for telling us a little bit about that.  You’ve actually come to talk to us about the subject of 

Apologetics.  What is Apologetics, first? 

Malcolm: 

 Well I think the first thing to say is that Apologetics is not an ‘apology’ for the Christian Faith - i.e. you’re 

not apologising for the fact that you’re a Christian but the word actually means to defend the faith, it means 

a defence of the faith.   

 Perhaps we can look at first Peter chapter 3 verse 15 and see what Peter writes there.  Perhaps you would 

read it, Derek for us? 

Derek: 

 Yes, certainly Malcolm and we read, Peter writes,  

 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 

you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” 

Malcolm: 

 Yes, so there Peter is writing about Apologetics when he says, ‘be prepared always to give a reason for the 

hope’.  He says don’t be afraid of men.  The whole context there is about being afraid of men, particularly 

persecution. 

 So don’t be afraid of men, but remember that Jesus is Lord and give reasons for the hope that you have in 

Jesus Christ.  I think that’s Apologetics. 

Derek: 

 And of course Peter adds, ‘with gentleness and with respect’ too.  That’s very important isn’t it? 

Malcolm: 

 Very important.  I think it’s often been said you can win an argument but lose a person.  I think the way that 

we speak with people is very important. 

Derek: 

 Yes, and that gentle confidence is so vital, isn’t it here? 

Malcolm: 

 When you’re talking about the Christian faith. 

Derek: 

 Yes.  Let’s begin to look at some specifics, Malcolm and perhaps the first and most obvious question is: 

does God exist?  Often people will come into contact with Christians and hear that they worship God and 

they’re not sure that God exists at all.  So how would you help us to help them? 
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Malcolm: 

 Well traditionally there are four arguments for the existence of God. 

Derek: 

 So take us through those then, if you would. 

Malcolm: 

 Ok.  Well the first one, they all have long names: the Ontological argument is the first one, and it’s a little 

bit complicated to explain but basically it is something like - you cannot imagine anything greater than God.  

Things that exist are greater than those that don’t, therefore God must exist. 

Derek: 

 I can see holes in that already but perhaps we’ll come on to those in a moment. 

Malcolm: 

 Yes, yes. 

Derek: 

 You said there were four, that’s the first.  What’s the second? 

Malcolm: 

 Yes, the second one then will be the Cosmological argument.  All effects have causes, but what is the first 

cause?  There must be a first cause from which all these effects follow, and many people will say, ‘Well 

that first cause we can call God’. 

Derek: 

 Right I can see the reasoning there.  The third? 

Malcolm: 

 The third is the Teleological argument or argument from design; I think that’s a good one.  And this is one 

that has been used a lot and actually it’s quite a valuable argument.  One of the ways to explain it is to 

imagine you’re walking along the beach by the sea and you discover a watch… 

Derek: 

 …lying in the sand. 

Malcolm: 

 Lying in the sand, that’s right, you discover a watch lying in the sand.  And nobody would say, ‘Well that 

watch just arose by chance, it just came by chance.’  But you would expect that there would be someone 

who designed that, somebody who made that.   

 And we can apply that argument then when we look at this world and we can say, ‘Well surely this didn’t 

just arise by chance, but God must have designed it.  There must be a designer and we call him God.’ 

Derek: 

 Yes.  So that’s quite a powerful argument in many ways. 

Malcolm: 

 Yes I think that’s probably one of the better arguments actually. 

Derek: 

 Ok.  The final one, the fourth. 

Malcolm: 

 The final one is the Moral argument, and that is the understanding that everybody has a sense of right and 

wrong.  It doesn’t matter who you ask.  You may even go to a prison and ask prisoners there, even 

murderers, and they would say, ‘You know, some things are right, some things are wrong.’ 

  We may not agree about the things that are right and wrong but everyone will say there’s a right and wrong 

and the question is where does that come from? 
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Derek: 

 Yes I mean actually you mention prisoners, I go into prison each month to do a Bible study and that’s 

something that comes across.   

Malcolm: 

 Yes, yes. 

Derek: 

 And the other interesting thing is you don’t have to tell people in prison that they’re sinners.  They know 

that they’re because they’ve done wrong.  So even though their standards may vary, as you say it’s built 

into them isn’t it? 

Malcolm: 

 Yes, into every person there’s built into us that sense of right and wrong.  Where does that come from?  

Where does that moral judgement come from?  And many people will say, ‘Well God gave it to us.’  God is 

a moral being and therefore this is an argument for his existence.  

Derek: 

 Right.  Malcolm, as helpful as they are, I mean I can already begin to see holes in some of them anyhow.  

Could you sort of expand on that a little bit? 

Malcolm: 

] Yes I think the Teleological argument and may be the Moral argument are the strongest two arguments.  

But all of them presuppose some being which we can call God, but he is not necessarily then the God of the 

Bible.  He could be any being.  We could say well there is a first cause, we can call him God, but then we 

have to make a jump from that first cause to the God of the Bible. 

Derek: 

 So where do we go then from there for help?  What’s available for us? 

Malcolm: 

 Well it’s very interesting that the Bible doesn’t argue for the existence of God, it just says he exists.  If we 

begin to read right from the beginning in Genesis it says, ‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth,’ and it doesn’t start off saying there is a God and giving evidence for him.  It just assumes that he 

exists and argues from that basis. 

Derek: 

 Right. 

Malcolm: 

 Yes and if we also turn to Romans chapter 1, maybe you could read that for us, Derek.  Romans chapter 1 

and verses 18 to 25. 

Derek: 

 Yes certainly, Malcolm and Paul writes:  

 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who 

suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God 

has made it plain to them.   

 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 

been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  For 

although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 

became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.   Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 

and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and 

animals and reptiles.   

 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of 

their bodies with one another.  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 

things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.” 
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Malcolm: 

 Amen.  Thank you for reading that and Paul’s argument there is very clear, I think.  He says that everybody 

knows that God exists but people suppress that knowledge.  They try to get rid of that knowledge.  They 

don’t acknowledge that God is God.   

 So we see the problem here is not an intellectual one that people don’t have knowledge, but it’s a moral 

one.  It’s actually people don’t want God to be God and they suppress that knowledge.  And we need to 

remember that then in Apologetics, that people know that God exists but they don’t want to acknowledge 

that because of their sinful hearts. 

 And therefore when we do Apologetics, it’s not simply about giving people more evidence for God’s 

existence or why the Bible’s true, because by itself that will never convince anyone.  What people need is 

the Holy Spirit to work in their hearts and to give them new life and new eyes to see the God who made the 

world. 

Derek: 

 Yes, thanks Malcolm that’s very helpful.  I suppose an aspect of this is the fact that all human beings are 

made in the image of God, aren’t they and that’s sort of stamped on them.  Even though the image is marred 

because as you’ve said of sin, it’s still there even in the atheist, it’s still there. 

Malcolm: 

 Yes absolutely, yes. 

Derek: 

 Malcolm then what guidance can you give us about the best approach to Apologetics, actually in our 

ministries? 

Malcolm: 

 Well I think the fact is then from Romans 1 is that people are suppressing that knowledge of God and 

therefore they’re living inconsistently - there are inconsistencies in their life.  And we see that all the time 

and I think part of our job when we’re pastoring, when we’re talking with people who don’t believe in God, 

is to expose those inconsistencies.   

 And what other inconsistencies?  Well if people, as generally most people say, we weren’t created by God, 

that we arose here by chance, then really there’s no meaning or purpose in this life.  And yet people are 

always looking for a meaning and purpose in life.  If we are just a bunch of chemicals that over a long 

period of time arose by chance, then what part does love play in our life?   

 And these are questions that we need to begin to ask people to begin to expose the inconsistencies that exist 

in their own lives. 

Derek: 

 Yes, it’s interesting you saying there about the chemicals.  I heard a Christian say recently he’d had a 

conversation with an atheist.  He had been invited to this atheist’s home for a meal, and his grandchildren 

were there at this particular time and anyhow the discussion got round to the atheist didn’t believe in God 

and said the Christian was inconsistent and that all we are is just chance chemicals.   

 And he said to the atheist, ‘Do you love your grandson there?’  And there was a little boy of about five or 

six.  He said, ‘Of course I do.’  So he said, ‘If he runs out to the street now and a car knocks him over and 

he dies, you’re just saying well these chemicals he’s just going to be reused, then.  He has no meaning in 

life, no reason for his existence,’ and of course the atheist had no answer to that. 

Malcolm: 

 Yes absolutely.  I think that’s a wonderful example how to do Apologetics.  And then of course we need, 

because as I said, it’s not just an intellectual issue, it’s not about giving people more information, but they 

need the Holy Spirit and therefore we need to pray.  We need to pray that God would open people’s hearts.  

And that’s really the only way that anybody will become a Christian. 

Derek: 

 Yes. 

 From what Malcolm has shared with us today, there are two things that come out of it which should 

encourage and guide us when we’re sharing the gospel with people who say they don’t believe in God.   
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 The first is the complete confidence we can have in the Bible and its authority.  It is God’s Word which he 

powerfully uses to bring people to a true knowledge of himself.  So we can proclaim it with that assurance 

that it will do its work.   

 The other point, which Malcolm was careful to stress towards the end there, is that ultimately it is only God 

who can open hearts and minds that are closed to him.  The benefit of that is that it should encourage us to 

pray for those we are seeking to reach with an assurance and confidence, because the God we pray to is 

both the only true and living God, and also the God of grace and mercy, and he can draw people to Christ. 


