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Derek French: 

 Because you and I use the Bible all the time, we study it for our own spiritual edification, and preach from it 

as often as we can in our ministries, then the thought that anyone could ever dismiss the Scriptures and 

accuse them of being unreliable seems utterly preposterous.   

 We’ve profited from it so much.  It is constantly reforming and transforming our lives.  It guides us when 

we’re perplexed.  It comforts us when in distress.  It strengthens us when facing difficulty.   It directs us 

when we are tempted, and much more.  In addition we’ve seen it transform so many people.  They were in 

sin’s grip and their lives in ruin, but the message of the Bible, about God and Christ and his incarnation and 

death on the cross and resurrection has brought them the salvation of God, the forgiveness of those sins and 

an assurance of heaven.   

 So as I said, to think that anyone would want to say the Bible isn’t true and that we can’t trust its message is 

so very sad, but I am afraid there are many who take that position.   We are called by God, when we meet 

such people, to challenge their false position, and it’s this which we’re going to consider today with the help 

of Malcolm Firth.   

 I met Malcolm away from the studio and asked him first if he could share with us one of the arguments that 

is used against the Bible. 

Malcolm Firth: 

 Yes, I think today it’s very common in society, or in many parts of society in different parts of the world, 

people don’t like authority.  And so they challenge the Bible’s authority and they would say, ‘Well why is 

this book more important than another book from another religion?  Why should I believe the Bible and not 

this other book?’ 

Derek: 

 I mean, I’ve met people who say there’s no universal truth.  It’s the same argument really isn’t it? 

Malcolm: 

 Absolutely the same argument.  And again it’s that not wanting authority, so what is true for you may not 

be true for me.  We can believe our own things, there is no universal truth.  That’s a very common 

argument. 

Derek: 

 So what’s all this teaching us? 

Malcolm: 

 It’s really teaching us that we want to be our own authority; we don’t want God to be God, which we 

looked at in the last programme.  And that is our problem; we are sinful.  And the Bible says, what is that 

sin?  It is to rebel against God’s authority, not to have God rule over us. 

Derek: 

 Which is really what Adam and Eve did, didn’t they? 

Malcolm: 

 Exactly right, when in the garden God told them not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

and they didn’t listen to his word, which they should have done and obeyed his word, but they decided for 

themselves; is it true or is it not?  Is what God saying right or wrong?  And they decided that God was 

wrong and they were right, and that is why we are in the mess that we are in. 

Derek: 

 And of course Satan tempted Jesus in a similar way there, didn’t he? 

Malcolm: 

 Exactly right, yes.  In the desert Satan comes to Jesus and again tempts Jesus, but Jesus obeys God’s word 

and answers back to Satan with God’s word. 

Derek: 

 That is really a useful tool for us to have always, isn’t it?  It’s God’s word in our hearts ready to use. 
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Malcolm: 

 That’s right, we’re back to 1 Peter again; having reasons for the hope that we have. 

Derek: 

 Yes.  So Malcolm, what help can you give for the Christian believer? 

Malcolm: 

 Well really it’s the Holy Spirit that convinces us that the Bible is the word of God.  And we can see that, for 

example if we read Matthew chapter 11 and verse 25.  Maybe you could read that for us, Derek? 

Derek: 

 Yes certainly.  And we read, “At that time Jesus said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and have revealed them to little children. 

Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.’” 

Malcolm: 

 And so there we see it is God who gives us understanding that the Bible is the word of God.  And so maybe 

we can also look at first Thessalonians chapter 1 and verses 4 and 5, Derek? 

Derek: 

 Yes and Paul writes, “For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel 

came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.” So 

there’s the Holy Spirit there. 

Malcolm: 

 That’s right, it’s the Holy Spirit who opens up God’s word to us and gives us the understanding that this is 

God’s word and therefore has authority over us.  We could also look at 2 Timothy chapter 3 verse 16. 

Derek: 

 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

Malcolm: 

Yes.  So we see that the Holy Spirit gives us an understanding that this is God’s word, and then God’s word 

is useful for equipping us and building us up as Christians.   

 And let’s just look also at 2 Peter chapter 1 and verse 21. 

Derek: 

 “But men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  There’s the Spirit again at work. 

Malcolm: 

 Yes, it’s the Holy Spirit then who has given to us the word of God, and it is the same Holy Spirit that opens 

our minds and our hearts to understand that the Bible is the word of God.  So therefore it is by faith that we 

believe the Bible is the word of God. 

Derek: 

 What help then Malcolm, can you give to us so that we can encourage, you know, our believers to have true 

trust in the reliability of the Bible? 

Malcolm: 

 Yes well there’s a number of other, what we call external evidence.  So the Bible itself tells us that it is the 

word of God, we believe that because the Holy Spirit has opened our eyes and our hearts to that truth, but 

there are also good reasons why we should believe that as well. 

Derek: 

 Could you give us some of those? 

Malcolm: 

 Yes.  I think one of the most powerful arguments for the fact that the Bible is God’s word is its consistency.  

If we think that it has been written over about 1600 years by about 40 different authors and three different 
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languages, but there is one message that goes right the way through and it’s consistent in what it says in the 

Old Testament and the New Testament.  They match up.  There are prophecies that are later fulfilled and 

that’s amazing; there’s no other book that is like it. 

Derek: 

 Yes I remember reading well it was quite a few years ago now, about the number of prophecies fulfilled in 

the last week of Jesus’ life, leading up to the crucifixion, and it was quoted as over a 100 Old Testament 

prophecies were fulfilled in detail in that short time, which is quite astonishing isn’t it really? 

Malcolm: 

 Yes it’s incredible to see that.  I mean if we even just look at the prophecies concerning Jesus, we are told 

that he will born of a virgin; we are told that he would be born in Bethlehem; we are told even about the 

nature of his death, and these are all things that are fulfilled in his life and death.  And nobody can do that, 

nobody can say who they’re going to be born to, where they’re going to be born, you can’t do that.  And so 

this is just evidence again that the Bible is God’s word. 

Derek: 

 Yes indeed, yes and totally trustworthy, isn’t it? 

Malcolm: 

 Absolutely and then you know we have, particularly in the New Testament, the gospels which tell us about 

the life of Jesus Christ; his life, his death, his resurrection.  And we see that these are eye witness accounts 

so they are people who are actually there who saw these events and then they were written down.  If we 

look at the beginning of Luke’s gospel we see that Luke, who was a doctor, is also a historian because he 

interviews people, he goes around, he asks people what did they see and then he writes all of this down as a 

historical account of the life and death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Derek: 

 Yes, I was reading an article recently about Luke’s historical accuracy in the book of Acts which he also 

wrote.  And many opponents of the Bible used to say that his accuracy was way out of line and he got 

wrong words and language.  An unbelieving archaeologist set out to disprove Luke and he said he 

discovered he was so accurate.  That just reinforces, doesn’t it? 

Malcolm: 

 Absolutely.  There are cases where archaeologists have looked at certain historical, what they have called 

‘inaccuracies’ in the Bible and then later it’s been discovered that no, actually the Bible was true.  And 

that’s happened on a number of occasions.   

 For example there is one passage in Luke chapter 3 verses 1 and 2; archaeologists have said that this was 

wrong because Luke mentions a man there called Lysanias the Tetrarch of Abilene.  They said, ‘Well this 

can’t be true because he lived thirty years before John the Baptist so they were not contempories.’  And 

then later they discovered an inscription which puts him at the same time as John the Baptist and they said, 

‘Oh well, we’re sorry and maybe there were two then.’ 

Derek: 

 Yes.  I suppose one of the sad things often with people like that; they see that their earlier criticism was 

wrong and that the statement in the Bible, like Luke’s here, was correct but they still don’t want to accept 

the reliability of the Bible do they? 

Malcolm: 

 That’s absolutely right and that again brings us back to what we were saying.  It is by faith that we believe 

the Bible is the word of God, and only as the Holy Spirit opens our eyes and ours hearts to that truth do we 

believe it.  But apart from that, people will supress that knowledge and keep supressing it. 

Derek: 

 And the fact that they react in that way is actually reinforcing the teaching of the Bible, isn’t it?  The sinful 

heart does not receive the things of the Spirit of God. 

Malcolm: 

 Absolutely right, yes. 
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Derek: 

 Yes, which is a real encouragement for us, isn’t it? 

Malcolm: 

 And then I would say one of the most powerful evidences for the Bible being the word of God is the 

personal testimonies of people whose lives have been changed.  And my life has been changed and yours 

too, Derek, and millions all round the world have had their lives changed, transformed by this Jesus who is 

portrayed to us in the Scriptures.   

Derek: 

 Yes, this is tremendous isn’t it?  Malcolm, thanks very much. 

 Malcolm Firth has been so helpful today in not only defending the Bible from one of the many attacks made 

upon it, but also in reinforcing our confidence in this most precious book that God has given us.    

 Whenever we stand to declare the message of the Bible, we are bringing God’s word to the people, and that 

means there are a number of practical things for us to consider.   

 First we should ensure always to bring what God has said in the Scriptures to our people.  Our solemn task 

is to preach the word, in season and out of season and to ensure we are never diverted from this primary 

task.   

 It also means we should never subtract from the Bible or deliberately neglect parts of it because we perhaps 

find them difficult or very pointed in their implications either for us or for our people.   Paul was able to say 

this to the elders of the Church in Ephesus in Acts 20 verse 27, “For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you 

the whole will of God.”  

Second we must ensure we never add to the Scriptures.  We don’t need anything else because it is the 

Scriptures that make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  That’s 2 Timothy 3 and verse 15.   

And thirdly we should never substitute the Scriptures for anything else.  We can summarise this by saying 

we must not teach anything more or anything less or anything else.  It has to be Scripture alone. 


