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Derek French: 

 One of the popular views that many hold in our world today is this: they claim there are no absolutes.  They 

say that your views and beliefs are as valid as anyone else’s, even though theirs might be the very opposite 

to your own.  In some strange way they say that both views are valid!   

 Now this is a position that comes into a head-on collision with the message of the gospel and the teaching 

of the Bible.  In fact, those who take this line would claim the Christian is arrogant to suggest that everyone 

needs to become a follower of Jesus, and I’m sure already you can see the conflict there is between biblical 

Christianity and this line of reasoning.  For example in John 14 verse 6 we find Jesus saying, “I am the way 

and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through me,” and this is a very exclusive 

statement.   Jesus is saying that he’s the only way for a human being to really come to know God.    

 By contrast, those who disagree with this absolute statement by Jesus use the illustration of the spokes on a 

wheel.   They say that we, along with every other perspective, are found at the rim, but as we each travel 

down our own separate path, we all, like the spokes on the wheel, meet in the middle.  In other words, we 

will all come to God. The way we will come will vary and what we believe will vary, but we’ll all get there 

in the end, regardless of what we believe.   

 And such a viewpoint clearly contradicts what Jesus said, and so they claim, ‘That can’t be true.’  Well to 

conclude his short series on apologetics, Malcolm Firth is going help us again.  When I visited Malcolm I 

asked him how we can answer this. 

Malcolm Firth: 

 Yes, that’s right.  That argument is made by many people - that we’re all travelling different paths up the 

mountain or we’re like the blind men, you know one who is feeling trunk of an elephant, one feeling the leg 

of an elephant, one feeling the tail.  They all have different experiences, but actually it’s one elephant. 

 And what we need to remember when people say that, that all religions are the same, that is an exclusive 

statement as well.  That is saying that not only is Christianity not true but all other religions are not true.  

And you know, it’s true, we can’t all be right.  You know, if Christians are right about Jesus being God then 

others are wrong when they say that Jesus is not God.  They can’t both be right.  So whatever truth claims 

we make, they’re always exclusive statements. 

Derek: 

 So really you’re saying that no-one can know what’s true and what is false, or those who take this argument 

would say that. 

Malcolm: 

 That’s what they would say.  And I would say, as a Christian I believe what God has revealed; the Bible is 

true and that then Jesus Christ is the only way to God.  Someone will say, ‘Well I don’t believe that the 

Bible is true.’  Well that’s also an exclusive truth claim. 

Derek: 

 So really they’re saying that not only are Christians arrogant for believing what they believe but they’re 

saying that they themselves are arrogant, aren’t they? 

Malcolm: 

 That’s right.  By saying that the Bible is not true, they’re making an exclusive statement.  So what I’m 

saying is that we all make, whenever we make any truth claim, then that claim is exclusive by its nature and 

it therefore excludes other views. 

Derek: 

 So, Malcolm, could you sort of just explain in a bit more detail why Christianity is different. 

Malcolm: 

 Yes, it’s different because we are not saved by ‘doing’.  In all other religions you follow some teaching or 

some law and if you do well enough, then you receive the reward, whatever that may be.  And Christianity 

is different.   

 Christianity says that we’re not good enough by ourselves and nothing that we can do can make us good 

enough to receive heaven or eternal life, salvation from God.  But Christianity says; God in his grace came 
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down to us and did what we could not do for ourselves, and gives to us freely the gift of eternal life and of a 

relationship with him.  So it’s not by our doing that we’re saved but by grace - by God doing it for us. 

Derek: 

 And of course, if Christianity is not ‘the’ way to God, the death of Christ and his suffering becomes 

pointless, doesn’t it? 

Malcolm: 

 That’s exactly right and that’s a very important thing to remember.  I heard it once put like this; if you can 

imagine your house being on fire and if there was only one way of escape out of that burning house and you 

had your son and he was out, he was with you but there were some people trapped inside that house, he may 

say, ‘I’ll go in there and I’ll save those people.’  And you might be reluctant to let him but you say, ‘Okay.’ 

And he goes in and he manages to break down the door and the people are saved, but he dies in the process.  

You can understand his death, then.   

 But if you imagine in this house that is on fire there are forty different exits and people there, they could get 

out of that burning house, and your son says, ‘Well I’ll go in and I’ll make another exit,’ so there would be 

forty one.  Would you let him?  Of course you wouldn’t!  It would be pointless.  And that is why God sent 

his son, because there was no other way for us to be saved.  It would be crazy to say that God sent his son 

into this world to live and then to die on the cross for us if there were other ways that we could be saved. 

Derek: 

 Yes, it really would be pointless, wouldn’t it? 

Malcolm: 

 It would be pointless. 

Derek: 

 Yes, so really, Malcolm when people say they don’t like the fact that we claim that Jesus is the only way, 

really that should spur us on to continue to tell the world that Jesus is the only way.   

Malcolm: 

 Yes, because it’s true. 


