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Missionary work is both immensely 

rewarding and extremely diffi cult. This 

edition of the Herald illustrates this very 

well in a number of different ways. 

Jim Sayers reports on his recent visit to Arequipa 

in Peru where we see that, after many hard and 

sometimes painful years of labour, there are 

reasons for much praise to God. The church in 

Simon Bolivar is experiencing signifi cant growth 

and is now being led by a Peruvian national - who 

has recently benefi tted from the help of a former 

GBM missionary who is now a Spanish pastor! 

Also, the Greens are now working alongside and 

supporting another Peruvian national in a church-

planting work which is also seeing growth and 

encouragement. 

We also learn of some of the diffi culties and 

hardships being faced by the Hawthornes in their 

fi rst few months in Zambia, and the cost involved 

for them as a family in seeking to support and 

help the church in Zambia. How good though to 

hear of the love and fellowship that they have 

experienced from local believers. There is much 

for us to be praying about both for them and for 

their work.

It is encouraging to learn from Ian Flanders of 

the work that the Lord has been doing in Togo 

and of the witness of the ‘Grace churches’ there. 

How good to hear of their vision and zeal, and 

their willingness to remain faithful to God’s Word 

despite persecution and opposition from churches 

that have departed from Scripture and teach 

harmful error. What a privilege we have in being 

able to share in a small way in the support of our 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  

You can also read about the churches in India 

(where the work of GBM began) and the progress 

and challenges that churches there continue to 

experience. It is a cause of much thanksgiving 

that we are seeing some capable leaders emerging, 

able and willing to be involved in training others in 

the great task of making disciples.  

As I refl ect on these different areas of the work 

of mission, one of the lessons that strikes me is the 

need for perseverance and patience with joy in our 

service for the Lord. Paul reminds us that the 

strength and power needed for these qualities 

are found in the glorious might of the Lord – the 

same Lord who has ‘qualifi ed us to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in light’ (Col 1:11-12). 

It is such a joy and privilege to play a small 

part in supporting God’s work, building his 

church for the glory of Christ. I trust that 

you will be stimulated and motivated to pray 

much, both for the work that is highlighted 

in this edition of the Herald, and also for the 

great needs that still exist all over the globe. 

Do especially remember our friends in China 

at this time as the authorities there are making 

it increasingly diffi cult for them to live openly as 

followers of the Lord Jesus.

Graham Field

GBM Council Chairman
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S
o it turns out moving country isn’t the 
easiest thing in the world to do. We 
arrived in November and three out of 
fi ve of us wanted to go straight back 
home within a month! It is an odd 

feeling, being unsure about almost everything 
you are doing. It is even harder when you have 
your family with you and you feel completely 
responsible for the tears and tantrums caused by 
upping sticks and leaving everything and everyone 
you know behind. 

In those earliest days we were enormously 
helped by the Lord. He brought to us and round 
us Christian brothers and sisters we had never 
met who helped us again and again and enabled 
us to struggle through some pretty rough days. 

Of all of us, Helen was the most stable. Slowly 
we started to get used to everyday things. 
Christmas was odd in the heat and without all 
the usual friends and family about. It has become 
more commercialis ed in Zambia over recent 
years, so there was a lot that was familiar in the 
supermarkets and shopping centres. (Kitwe now 
has three shopping centres!) 

Just after Christmas, Chris’s dad died. It 
wasn’t entirely unexpected, but then it wasn’t 
especially expected either. There were a number 
of blessings in returning to the UK after only 
two months in Zambia, though we would have 
preferred not to need to. On arriving back in 
Zambia we discovered just how much that return 
trip had unsettled us. We’ve been struggling with 

Chris and Helen Hawthorne describe the challenges of settling into 
their new work serving in Zambia

ZAMBIA

The class in deep discussion

Helen and the children toasting marshmallows
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settling the kids in school since then. The weekly 
boarding plan is now in tatters, and we are 
working on day student status for the moment. 
It is good to remember in all of this that the Lord 
knows and we are not 
outside his sovereign 
goodness. He has 
made that plain to us 
many times in the last 
few months. There 
have been moments 
where one or other of 
us, as we sat in prayer, 
have almost felt like 
the Lord was sat next 
to us reading his word 
to us, comforting us 
as only God can. There isn’t anyone else who 
is both Father and in heaven! But it can still be 
hard. There are times 
when you are running 
on pure adrenalin for 
days at a time. It’s 
exhausting! There are 
times when you ache 
for family or friends 
back home. And yet in 
the midst of all of this 
the Lord is helping you 
build new friendships 
and new family. 

We have been 
especially blessed by the PIZ family and our new 
church family: warm welcome, sacrifi cial love, 
laughter, practical help. We’ve sorely needed 
it and the Lord has graciously provided it. The 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.

Proclamation Institute Zambia (PIZ) is situated 
about a forty-minute drive north from the centre 
of Kitwe, Zambia’s second city. Its aim is to 

train Zambians and others to be accurate and 
passionate handlers of the Word of God. Our 
particular focus is to train preachers, pastors 
and church planters, but anyone who is, or who 

wants to be, involved 
in word ministry 
can apply. This year 
we have twenty 
students from around 
Zambia, twelve men 
and eight women. 
Jack, from Mkushi, 
Central Province, is 
retired and serving 
in his church at 
home. Naomi, from 
Namwala, Southern 

Province, is twenty-one. She wants to be better 
equipped for evangelism. Ben, from Luanshya, 

Copperbelt Province, 
is twenty-six and 
already involved 
in preaching at his 
church. They, and 
the other seventeen 
with them, live at 
PIZ during term time 
and are studying the 
Scriptures that they 
might better serve the 
Lord.

Chris is principal 
of the college. This currently involves teaching 
fi fty-per-cent of the syllabus, managing the staff 
team and overseeing the farm. It is quite a lot 
to do, and being in a new situation, everything 
takes that little bit longer. It is diffi cult working 
out at what level to pitch lessons. It’s a challenge 
to make sure you are being understood with 
your strange English accent. It is harder to get to 

know the students and know what questions you 
can and can’t ask in a different culture. Despite 
the challenges a number of the students are 
making really good progress. They come from a 
wide variety of church 
backgrounds, some 
with a great need 
of theological help. 
They have been 
taught and have 
picked up a number 
of ideas that are not 
biblical ideas at all. 
A key part of term 
one is helping them 
to fall in love with 
the written Word of 
God, showing them how God speaks through 
it into every situation and to every person who 
is willing to listen. It 
is thrilling to have 
those ‘aha!’ moments 
when a student gets 
something for the fi rst 
time and their eyes 
light up as the penny 
drops!

Helen has been 
excellent, especially 
working informally 
with some of 
the ladies on the 
course. Each week she will spend some time 
with them, helping them to deepen their 
understanding and do a good job with their 
assignments. Most of her time is taken up 
at home and with the children, though she 
does also manage to see friends (like Aisha from 
the Angel, Islington who has recently moved to 
Zambia having married a Zambian, a PIZ graduate 

no less). She also gets into town for a Tuesday 
morning Bible study with ladies from church. 
It is a good forty-fi ve minute journey, but well 
worth it.

Each of the children 
have begun to settle 
in their own way. 
Rebekah is very good 
at making friends and 
has already become 
part of a good group 
at church and at 
school. Since we have 
returned from our 
unexpected break in 
the UK the boys have 
struggled a lot more. 

Reuben is fi nding the idea of school very hard 
and Joshua’s anxieties have resurfaced big style. 

It is tough for Chris 
and Helen to know 
the best way to help 
them, so we pray 
hard and try to be as 
patient as possible. 

We need to 
remember we have 
only been here four 
months (minus two 
weeks in the middle) 
and there is a lot of 
settling in still to do. 

But we can testify to the Lord’s great kindness to 
us in so many ways, and we have no doubt that 
is down to all the prayers being said for us by so 
many people around the world. 

If you would like to stay in touch with us and 
know more about our work do email us at 
piznews@chawth.com

We have been especially blessed by the PIZ family and     our new church family: warm welcome, sacrifi cial love, 
laughter, practical help. The steadfast love of the Lord     never ceases

ZAMBIA

Having a braai with friends Building a chicken shed

Joshua, Reuben and Rebecca enjoying the space Chris teaching in PIZ
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a neighbourhood name, but to local people it is 
Iglesia Evangelica Bautista de Gracia. On Sunday 
morning they just kept coming, pulling up every 
available chair. Thirty children left for their groups 
and still more people came, fi lling all seventy 
chairs. David Rivero, former GBM missionary now 
pastoring a church in Madrid, was my travelling 
companion and translator, and he preached with 
great passion at the morning service. Several 
other men took part in the service. At the end 
they asked me to bring a brief greeting, and 
when I said that despite the distance we in GBM 
are united with them in Christ, the strong ‘Amen’ 
from the congregation was the warmest I have 
known anywhere. 

Ronny and Rocio Tipismana are Peruvians 
who have been supported by GBM as national 
workers for many years, working to establish this 
church with Anthony and Roxy Green. When the 
Greens moved on in August 2017, Ronny became 
the sole pastor. He has worked hard to take the 

church to the next stage. In June 2018, seven 
people were baptised in a lake in a nearby park. 
In recent months a group has come from a large 
Prosperity Gospel church in the city centre, tired 
of the empty promises they heard each week, 
and hungry for the gospel. They spoke highly 
to us of the joy of hearing God’s Word week by 
week and being spiritually fed after so many years 
of famine.

Growing healthy churches
In the summer of 2017, Ronny and David Rivero 
attended a ‘church weekender’ at Capitol Hill 
Baptist Church in Washington DC, and it was a 
defi ning time for Ronny. They listened to Mark 
Dever and his staff explaining how they work out 
the ‘9 marks of a healthy church’ in their context, 
with everything translated into Spanish. Inspired 
by this, Ronny decided to get David to speak at 
a pastors’ conference on ecclesiology during our 
visit to Arequipa. He spoke over three evenings 

Jim Sayers made a fi eld visit to 
Arequipa, Peru, in March, to visit 
our workers. Over the next six 
pages he reports on two couples, 
the Tipismanas and the Green s 
and the different works they are 
now doing

I
met Jesus in the doorway. I really did! His 
name was Jesus and he came up to introduce 
himself. His name makes you realise that Peru 
retains much of its Catholic Christian culture. 
While we laugh at old English names like 

Ebenezer, Gabriel or Jeremiah, Peru has plenty of 
people called Maria or Jesus. Yet these people are 
crowding into a church where the Word of God is 
central and the gospel is changing lives. 

GBM has known this church as ‘Simon Bolivar’, 

Growing a HEALTHY  CHURCH
The neighbourhood of San Pedro

Listening to the Word in Simon Bolivar

Antonio in his home in San PedroDavid Rivero preaching

Ronny and Rocio Tipismana
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to about thirty pastors and leaders, mostly from 
the city, thinking through the issues of baptism, 
membership, communion, eldership, discipline 
and discipleship.   

Ronny has established a formal membership, 
and has gathered a group of the men together to 
discuss a draft constitution. They are effectively 
the leadership of the church, and once the 
church becomes formally constituted they will 
appoint both elders and deacons, probably next 
year. The title to the church building is currently 
vested in GBM Peru, a legal entity that we hope 
to devolve onto 
the church once it 
has been formally 
constituted. 
Working through 
the details of this, 
with David patiently 
translating for me, 
was a long process, 
and I am thrilled 
that by the end of 
our time an agreed 
action plan was 
in place to plot the 
road to full independence for the church.  

The slopes of San Pedro
Outside the city, in the valley that leads south, 
two rocky hills rise out of the plain. One of these 
neighbourhoods is known as San Pedro, and it 
is here that an outreach work has gone on for 
many years. Many of the early members of the 
church came from here, and the work continues. 
They used to use the community centre to host 
a children’s club, but it was recently upgraded 
and they often turned up to fi nd it had been 
double-booked by someone else. Currently, a 
group of some fi fteen people meet in a home, 
keen to share the gospel with their neighbours, 
and maybe one day see a daughter church 
established. Please pray for this work, especially 
that God will provide gospel workers to lead 

it. Ronny spent much time here when he and 
Anthony worked together, but now that he is 
the sole pastor, he simply doesn’t have the time 
to run what would be his third Sunday service in 
San Pedro each week. 

  
A movement in Puno
I was woken at 4am on the Thursday morning 
by what sounded like a truck deep underneath 
the house, a mighty roaring sound that lasted 
for two minutes. It was an earth tremor, 7.0 
on the Richter scale, which is strong even by 

Peruvian standards. It 
was noticeable that 
both missionaries 
and nationals talked 
about it with some 
awe. The epicentre 
was very deep, 
which meant it 
did not cause any 
damage, and it was 
centred 300 miles 
north-east near Puno 
on Lake Titicaca.   

Another movement 
is happening around Puno. During the pastors’ 
conference we were joined by a small group of 
pastors who had travelled down by bus from 
Puno. They are Aymara-speaking, and come 
from the churches where Pam Butterworth (née 
Brown) once served with Irish Baptist Missions. 
I spent two mornings teaching Philippians to 
them through translation, looking at the themes 
of discipleship and mission. It was wonderful 
to enjoy fellowship with them and to hear of 
how God is using them to grow a movement of 
churches, already eighteen in number and eager 
to do more. 

We rejoice that God is at work in 
indigenous churches, led by Peruvian nationals, 
expressing the gospel in their own languages, 
and developing churches that are a living 
embodiment of the gospel in Peruvian culture.

On the mountains bring

GOOD NEWS
Buenos Aires is a neighbourhood of Arequipa, 
north of the city centre, on a crowded hillside 
where all the houses are stacked up against each 
other, in the daytime a cacophony of tin roofs and 
at night a beautiful carpet of yellow streetlights. 
Tarmacked roads wind up steep inclines and hairpin 
round houses, where ladies sweep the pavement 
and men chew tobacco, and El Misti the volcano 
loom s up in the blue sky. 

A new ministry
This is the neighbourhood where Anthony and Roxy 
Green have started a new chapter in their ministry. 
They left the work in Simon Bolivar in August 2017, 

AREQUIPAAREQUIPA

‘ How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of 
those who bring good news.’ 
Arequipa is certainly well 
supplied with mountains. 
Jim Sayers introduces us to 
a hillside community where 
Anthony and Roxy Green 
have started work

Arriving in Villa Magisterial 

Pastors from Puno singing Aymara songs with accordion
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houses, this is the informal part of the city where 
people stake their claim for a plot and get building 
as best they can. Some homes are rough concrete 
huts, but many are starting to look smart as their 
owners build quality brick walls and fi t expensive 
windows. The Municipality has yet to honour them 
with concrete or tarmac in the streets, and during 
a downpour we saw the rain cut a gash in the side 
street two feet deep in places as the torrent swept 
down through the ash and dust.   

Anthony and Roxy started an outreach work 
here in 2010, based in the home of Lucresia, one 
of the members of the church in Simon Bolivar. 
A carol service that Christmas drew in seventy 
people. They began a children’s club, and tried 
many ways to connect with their families. At the 
end of 2018 they were beginning to wonder 
whether anyone would be saved. (So often in 
GBM’s work it seems that seven years go by 
before a breakthrough comes.) However, it was 
partnering with the church in Buenos Aires that 
led to a breakthrough. 

In January 2019, the church in Buenos Aires 
ran their fi rst summer camp down on the coast, 

and nineteen people from Villa Magisterial 
came to join them. Anthony preached a series 
of evangelistic messages, and to their delight 
a number of folk from Villa Magisterial stood 
up at the fi nal bonfi re night to give testimony 
to coming to faith in Christ. As soon as they 
returned home, Anthony and Roxy started a 
Sunday afternoon discipleship group. To their 
surprise, Lucresia’s husband Joachin asked if he 
could join the group. A quiet character, he has 
come along to the meetings in his home, but it 
was not until now that he had professed faith, an 
answer to many people’s prayers. A number of 
the group are now considering baptism.  

Many British Christians fi ll up shoe boxes for 
the ‘Operation Christmas Child’ appeal run by 
Samaritan’s Purse. The end of February might 
not be Christmas, but the boxes had arrived, and 
were given out to excited young faces in both 
Villa Magisterial and Buenos Aires. Many of these 
children come from informal relationships that are 
complicated and often brittle. One by one, the 
gospel of God’s redeeming grace is starting to take 
root in their lives. 

something that had been discussed for some 
time, and they have come to work alongside 
Pastor Carlos Pezutti and his wife Nancy, to serve 
in their church, Iglesia Biblica Bautista Jesus el 
Salvador. Anthony shares the preaching with 
Carlos, and takes turns to lead the adult Bible 
School before the Sunday morning service and a 
midweek prayer meeting. Roxy is involved with 
the children’s work and together they are valued 
in the church for their experience. This is a young 
people’s church, with a great deal of evangelistic 
energy and zeal. Most of the members are under 
the age of thirty. 

Pastor Carlos has pastored the church since 
it began seven years ago. Carlos and Nancy and 
their three daughters – now young adults – live 
in rooms at the back of the church building. 
The main hall has a tin roof and lets in lots of 
sunlight at the edges. Bible Baptist Church Jesus 
the Saviour is part of a national grouping of Bible 
Baptist churches, with some support coming 
from the main church in Lima. On the Sunday 
I preached there, their worship was energetic, 
simple and very prayerful, and they were eager 

to listen to the exposition of God’s Word. In the 
evening service I preached on Philippians 2:12-
18, expounding how God sovereignly works in 
us to empower us to work out our salvation, and 
this was received with warmth and appreciation. 

Anthony and Roxy have found the church in 
Buenos Aires to be a place of spiritual refreshment 
and they both are full of the joys of serving there. 
Anthony and Carlos are well matched, while 
Nancy and Roxy are a great support to each other, 
especially as Roxy is recovering from surgery and 
Nancy from radiotherapy. It is particularly good 
to see a missionary couple serving in a support 
role, where the main pastor of the church is a 
Peruvian national. Increasingly in the global south 
this is how it should be – partnership that enables 
national churches to fl ourish. 

A breakthrough in Villa Magisterial
The neighbourhood of Villa Magisterial has 
featured much in our prayers over the last seven 
years. It sits between the airport and the steeply 
slopping mountainside. Turning off the tarmac 
road onto the dust tracks that run between the 

Anthony and Roxy have found the church in Buenos Aires 
to be a place of spiritual refreshment and they both are full of 
the joys of serving there

A number of folk from Villa Magisterial stood up at the fi nal 
bonfi re night to give testimony to coming to faith in Christ

AREQUIPA

Buenos Aires A steep hill near the Bible Baptist Church Joachin  and Lucresia Bible Baptist Church, Buenos Aires
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in Togo

I
n June 2018 I received an email inviting 
me to be the main speaker at the annual 
conference of the ‘Grace Churches of Togo.’  
This was a surprise and I initially thought that 
it would not be possible for me to accept.  

Nevertheless, through the generous provision 
of believers, both in the UK and Togo, the Lord 
provided all that I needed. So, at the end of 
August I found myself on a fl ight out to the city 
of Lomé, the capital.

This was my second visit to this association of 
churches.  They have a doctrinal basis and values 
which are about as close to our own as one is 
likely to fi nd in Francophone West Africa and it is 
a real privilege and joy to be able to serve them.  

The fi rst of these churches were formed towards 
the end of the twentieth century.  Today they 
number over a dozen and they have at least three 
mission outposts.

The annual church conference is held on the 
premises of a college in the town of Atakpamé, 
where many of the churches are located.  It lasted 
for four days and over two hundred people, of all 
ages and stages of Christian walk, were present 
throughout.  I received a warm welcome and 
was well looked after.  My accommodation was 
less than fi ve minutes’ walk from the conference 
site but they always insisted on fetching me and 
transporting me this short distance on the back 
of a moped!

Ian Flanders of GBM Radio was invited to visit Togo in West Africa, 
which is sandwiched between Ghana and Benin, and two countries 
west of Nigeria. Christians there regularly listen to Ian’s French 
language radio programmes. This was an important opportunity to 
connect with his audience
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I was asked to speak on the topic of persecution.  
This came as something of a surprise but as 
I got to know their situation better I came to 
understand just how relevant it was to them. 
Some spoke to me of believers they knew, 
who, previous to coming to Christ, had grown 
up in Muslim families and tribes in the north 
of the country. They were aware of how they 
had suffered beatings and rejection and, often 
left destitute, had relocated to safer parts of 
the country. It was good for believers to better 
understand both the suffering of those who are 
persecuted and how best to give practical help 
and spiritual support. 

I also learnt that evangelists from the churches, 
who visit villages in the surrounding area with the 
gospel, also meet with opposition.  These villages 
remain deeply rooted in African Traditional 
Religion: nature spirits are appeased, ancestors 
revered and sorcery practis ed. Some have 
welcomed the gospel but others have rejected the 
visits of the evangelists. On occasion stones are 
hurled at them to chase them away and at least 
one attempt has been made to burn their vehicle.

On a sad note, the Grace churches also suffer 
a degree of isolation, opposition and scorn from 
other churches in the town. Many churches in 
Africa are wildly Pentecostal or promote the 
Prosperity Gospel – often both. Some really weird 
and damaging teachings can be heard. The 
Grace churches have a fi rm grounding in biblical 
teaching and they are taking a stand for gospel 

truth and against the commonplace errors that 
undermine that truth. This brings diffi culties into 
their relationships with other so-called churches. 
As a small minority voice, they feel their 
weakness and vulnerability and for this reason 
they are really appreciative of outside help from 
like-minded believers.

It was good for us all to learn from Jesus’ 
and the apostles’ teachings on persecution.  
Please pray that the believers would be 
prepared for these realities and pray for ongoing 
courage as they proclaim the gospel in their 
demanding context.

Although I was the main speaker, some of 
the Togolese pastors also spoke during the 
conference. They addressed the theme 
of mission, which tied in well with the 
topic I had been given. It was helpful and 
encouraging for me to hear Africans preach. 
It was great to see their vision and zeal as 
they exhorted their people to take the gospel 
to their neighbours and further afi eld into 
the surrounding regions. Some of the pastors 
complained to me that evangelistic zeal was 
somewhat lacking in the churches.  Perhaps 
that is true, but I thought to myself that 
going from zero to over a dozen churches 
and several current church-plants in barely 
thirty years does not speak to me of a lack of 
zeal, and inspired by their example, we need 
to refl ect on our own commitment to gospel 
proclamation.

Top: A group photo of those attending the conference of 

Grace Churches of Togo which took place at Atakpamé  

Above: The conference was so well attended that people 

sat outside the windows to listen to the ministry  

Left: A child eats while parents attend the conference
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Atakpame – the fi fth largest city in Togo
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Church extension in

Philippines
CUBAO

Top: The Pastors’ 

Conference singing 

God’s praises

Above left: Brian Ellis 

and Noel Espinosa

Above: John Rawlinson 

Left: Listening to Ian 

Densham preaching

On 27 January Cubao Reformed 
Baptist Church in Manila rejoiced in 
the opening of their substantial 
building extension. The church 
services have been crowded 

for a while and so extra space was 
needed. The main worship hall is upstairs 
and this was extended sideways to double its 
size. Some 300 people came to the opening 
service, where Pastor Noel Espinosa preached 
on Matthew 18:20. A week later the hall was 
full for the annual pastors’ conference, which 
drew in about 400 pastors from churches all 
over the Philippines. This conference has a wide 
infl uence and is a huge encouragement 

to pastors from churches in small and isolated 
communities. 

Brian Ellis has been joined in the leadership 
of the church, alongside Mon Macapagal 
and Ismael Montejo,  by Joseph Mangahas, a 
young man of twenty-six who trained in Grace 
Ministerial Academy and now tutors those on 
the course. They received fi fteen new members 
into the church last year, and Joseph is leading 
a membership class for forty-two more. Please 
continue to pray for this church, giving thanks 
for what God is doing under national leadership. 
Pray for their ongoing ministry among the 
homeless and with children through Christian 
Compassion Ministries.  
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India continues to fascinate me: the 
busy streets, the continuous hooting 
of the traffi c, the numerous small 
shops and street stalls, the simple 
uncluttered homes, the bright 

colours (of saris and houses) and the friendliness 
of the people (they always respond to ‘Vanakkam’ 
with hands held together and a bow of the head). 

India is a country that is developing fast and 
yet many of its people still live in grinding poverty. 
It is heart-breaking to hear of an auto-rickshaw 
driver who cannot even afford to buy rice to feed 
his family. The grip of false religion is in evidence 
with idols everywhere and temples on nearly 
every street corner. Then there is the dark spectre 
of Hindu nationalism, with extremists wanting to 
rid the country of Christianity over the next few 
years, supported by the current government. 

January 2019 was my third visit, along with the 

veteran John MacDonald, and Graham Field who 
grew up in India as a missionary son. We were 
there to speak at three pastors’ conferences and 
a preachers’ study class, although between us we 
also visited and preached at over twenty different 
churches.

Our itinerary began in Sivakasi, about 400 
miles south of Chennai. The conference was 
held at ‘Greenland Nagar’, although it was 
neither green nor icy! Graham and I spoke on the 
pastoral epistles, dealing with the role of women, 
the Scriptures as the source of our authority 
and the basis for godliness, the roles of elders 
and deacons and how pastors are to maintain 
godliness in their own lives. John looked at how 
to preach from the Old Testament, setting the 
pastors to work in small groups.

Life is very fragile for many people. Sivakasi is 
a town built on the fi reworks industry. 95% of 

the country’s fi recrackers are made there. But the 
Supreme Court recently placed severe restrictions 
on the use of fi recrackers and a ban on the use 
of certain chemicals. Over 1,000 factories have 
closed, leaving 800,000 people out of work. 
Gruel centres were being opened for a few days 
to give some relief.

We moved on north to Namakkal, where the 
church was hosting a morning of ministry to 
make good use of the Pongal holidays. Other 
churches also had special meetings for the same 
reason. It was heart-warming to see so many 
attending on one of the relatively few days of 
holiday they have. It was here that we saw live 
goats tethered to meat stalls by the side of the 
road waiting their turn to be butchered on the 
day of the holidays known as ‘non-veg day’, 
when families traditionally get together. At least 
the meat was fresh!

We eventually arrived back in Chennai , where 
we spoke at the preachers’ study class on the 
interpretation of Scripture. We repeated the 
Sivakasi lectures at another pastors’ conference 
and then also lectured at a half-day conference 
with a different group of pastors. 

We also had the opportunity to visit Vuyiroli, 
a home for elderly people who have been 
abandoned on the streets. We visited them in 
their dormitories and then enjoyed a time of 
prayer and fellowship with them. The staff have 
just been joined by a young family from Nepal.  
What a desire they showed by travelling from 
Nepal, mostly by bus, with a very young child, 
taking some four days to get there.

Some of the older pastors are struggling with 
health issues. For instance, Sam Devenesam is 
still not fully fi t after a serious heart operation 
last year. So there is a need for a new generation 

Colin Grimwood from Grundisburgh Baptist Church 
describes the joys and challenges of a visit to today’s India Graham Field with some of the congregation after the Sunday morning service in the village of Kalingapatti
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of mature, well-taught pastors to come through, 
and thankfully there are some signs of that 
happening. Sam’s assistant, Luke Jayarajam, needs 
our prayers as his eighteen-year-old daughter 
tragically died suddenly just before Christmas.

Churches are still being planted in a number of 
places. We visited such a work in a village called 
Pachal, where they meet under a lean-to on the 
side of a cottage. We returned to Benalur, where 
last time the building was only half fi nished and 
the congregation were sitting on a dirt fl oor. 
It was lovely to see the building beautifully 
complete, with many children attending. One of 
the challenges is to provide adequate support for 
the church planters.

There is also a programme to visit every house 
in Chennai, a city with a population of 10 million, 
which the Tamil Baptist Churches are getting 
involved with. Another evangelistic effort is to 
reach the large numbers of migrants who come 
down from other parts of India to fi nd work.

The churches face many challenges. Opposition 
in India is growing. It is patchy, but it can be 
serious. One church plant we visited two years 
ago has been forced to close. The pastors we 
met have been spared physical violence so far, 
although one had suffered an attack when 

leading a church in a different state. Another 
issue is the lack of men being converted. 
In many of the churches the women far 
outnumber the men.

There are also social challenges. Many young 
people from rural areas are migrating to the cities 
for education and employment, leaving a big gap 
in village churches. Traditionally, Indians have kept 
strong connections with the wider family, but 
now there is a greater focus on the nuclear family 
and the pursuit of money and career. This is 
causing a strain especially for the elderly, as well 
as weakening Christians spiritually. Mental health 
problems are increasing amongst young people 
and pastors are struggling to deal with this.

I believe the Lord greatly helped us in our 
ministry once again and from some good 
conversations afterwards the teaching seems to 
be helpful and relevant.  It is good to see how 
pastors have progressed in their understanding 
and handling of Scripture, and also to see a 
steady stream of people coming to Christ, 
including many Hindus. There are still many 
great opportunities for the gospel, but the 
mission fi eld is vast, opposition is real and the 
world is very attractive. The churches of India 
still need our prayers.

Bake through 
the Bible

In early 2017 our church held 
a ‘brainstorming and prayer 
meeting’. The brief was to look 
afresh at our evangelistic activities 
and consider whether we might 
do anything differently.  Matt 
and Clare, a couple with young 
children, ventured, ‘What about 
Bake Through the Bible?’ They 
explained that this was a book by 
Susie Bentley-Taylor and Bekah 
Moore that explores the Bible’s 
story with the aid of twenty 
baking activities. Matt and Clare 
had used it with their children 
and wondered whether we could 
adapt it for use as a church-run 
activity. 

 Church members liked the idea 
and we prayerfully committed it 
to the Lord. The book’s authors 

kindly gave us permission to use 
their title for our meetings. The 
fi rst ‘Bake Through the Bible’ 
(BTTB) meeting was held on a 
Sunday afternoon in April 2017, 
not long after an Easter Holiday 
Bible Club. It was hoped we 
would be able to build on the 
momentum of that event. Rather 
than having parents drop their 
children off for BTTB, we invited 
them to stay and help them with 
the baking activities. 

We started at Genesis 1 and 
Creation. The baking activity was 
to make biscuits in the shape of 
stars, animals, and so on. We 
played the related video from 
the ‘Jesus Storybook Bible’ DVD, 
narrated by David Suchet. Clare 
organised the baking part. Matt 
gave a talk on Creation. Helpers 
from church continued to chat 
with parents and children about 
the story during the baking 
activities. At the end we all sat 

down for tea together. 
We often have around twenty 

children attend, together with 
their parents or grandparents. 
We have had families from 
our ‘Bright Sparks’ parent and 
toddler group and ‘One Way 
Club’ for primary school children 
come along, as well as others. 
It has been a great opportunity 
to engage with parents and 
children, as helpers talk to them 
about the featured Bible story. 

By April 2018 we had worked 
through all the material in the 
BTTB book and were wondering 
what to do next. We had a 
break for a few months and 
then restarted BTTB, this time 
focusing on the ‘I Am’ sayings of 
John’s Gospel, devising our own 
baking activities to suit. So far 
we have made bread to go with 
‘I am the bread of life’ and cakes 
decorated like fl uffy sheep for ‘I 
am the good shepherd’. 

Running these BTTB activities 
involves a lot of hard work. 
Imagine all the washing-up 
afterwards! But they have been 
a great way of engaging whole 
families with the message of 
God’s Word and pointing them 
to Jesus. Please pray for us as we 
continue with the current series.  

   
Guy Davies  Providence Baptist 
Church, Dilton Marsh, 
Westbury, Wiltshire 

INDIA

Colin teaching pastors in Chennai Sivakasi at night
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(not wasteful!)USEFUL

SATURDAY 26 
OCTOBER 

2019

GBM Annual Mission Day 2019 
Friends House, London

Saturday 26 October 2019

 North Watford 
– Grace upon 
Grace
I’m not often speechless. But as I 
listened to a fellow pastor opine 
about the slow progress at North 
Watford over the past decade, I 
was at a complete loss for words. 
When I was fi nally able to speak, 
I said I wish more churches were 
growing as slowly as the North 
Watford church. He asked me to 
explain. Here is the substance of 
what I said.

When Daniel and Lily Shwe were 
sent by the church at Wood Green 
to replant the church in North 
Watford in 2008, they – with the 
exception of an occasional visitor 
or two – were alone. By the time 
the church was formed in 2016, 
their membership had increased 
to nine.

At the time of this writing, 
membership is just short of 20, at 
19 to be exact. 14 of these – yes, 
you read that correctly! – have 
been baptised by Daniel during 
his time there. How many Grace 

Baptist churches across the 
country have had a net growth 
of 19 members over the past 
decade? Sadly, not that many. 
What many of those growing 
churches had – plural leadership, 
modern facilities, adequate 
fi nance – the North Watford 
church has done without.

They are a remarkable 
testimony to the grace of God 
using unlikely people in unlikely 
places for His glory. But that’s 
not all, the church – unable to 
fully support Daniel fi nancially, 
much less house him – has 
allowed him to be employed 
two days a week by Grace 
Baptist Partnership to assist in 
evangelism in church planting 
and replanting situations 
throughout the South East of 
England. At last count he has 
spent three months each with up 
to twenty different churches.

In his spare time, Daniel has 
studied on a modular basis at 
London Seminary to help him 
grasp and communicate the 
truths of Scripture more clearly. 
I could wish that church after 
church across our land would 
progress so slowly.

The church at North Watford, 
aided by a number of sister 
churches and Christian friends, 
is seeking to provide housing for 
their pastor and his wife. Your 
prayers – and practical assistance 
– would be greatly valued. Please 
rejoice with us in the progress of 
the gospel at North Watford and 
pray that many more churches 
will make similar slow progress 
in the years to come. 

Barry King

UK CHURCH NEWS

 As Saved2serve has been a great 
success in helping young people 
to think about how they serve 
God, the South East Association 
decided to organise something 
similar for older Christians.  The 
fi rst Time4Service event runs 
from Thursday 20 to Saturday 
22 June 2019. The aim is to 
envision and equip Christians, 
singles and couples, who are 
at that time of life when their 
mortgage has been paid off, 

their children have left home, 
there are no university fees to 
be paid, and they are maybe 
planning for or in retirement. 
How should we grasp the 
opportunities for greater service 
for the Lord in our churches or 
beyond? 

John and Ann Benton will 
be leading us in three main 
sessions, after which will be 
times for discussion in small 
groups, and coming back 
together to share in feedback 
times.
The three main sessions are: 
Not the retiring type – what 

Genesis teaches about the place 
of work in our lives.
Who stole the meat in the 
sandwich? – how a Christian 
in the ‘Sandwich Generation’ 
should meet responsibilities 
to parents, children and 
grandchildren.
Armed and active, not armed 
and dangerous – how to use 
your experience to build up and 
not knock down the church and 
God’s kingdom.

To secure your place at 
Time4Service, please email 
Gill Hollman at 
ghollman.gbcl@gmail.com
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Not everyone who wears 

a yellow vest in France is 

a protestor! Our Easter 

Envision team in Bordeaux 

enjoyed working with local 

children and reaching to 

adults on the streets.adults on the streets.

GBMnews

A new baby!

Baby Isobel Sennan 
Evans was born on 
8 January. Phil and 
Lydia had returned to 
Penzance from Latvia 
for the birth. The whole 
family are now back in 
Riga, and enjoying the 
challenges of ministry 
with a young baby. 

Eileen 
Appleby – 
1934-2019
Eileen Appleby served 
many years of missionary 
service in both India 
and Mission Centre 
in Abingdon. Born in 
Wood Green, London, 
God worked in her life 
through the ministry of 
the  new young pastor 
in Wood Green, John 
Appleby, who baptised 
her. They later fell in 
love, John went to serve 
with GBM in India, and 
Eileen followed him in 
1955. They married in 

India, and served there 
in several parts of Tamil 
Nadu. John developed 
a radio ministry, as well 
as preaching in many 
Tamil churches. When 
they returned to the 
UK in 1970, they lived 
in the Mission House in 
Brockley, before moving 
to Abingdon in 1976 to 
work in the new radio 
studios, producing Tamil 
programmes. Eileen 
gave secretarial support 
to John, which from 
1981 became focussed 
on literature ministry.   

Douglas 
Dawson – 
1922-2019
Douglas Dawson 
served a lifetime of 
ministry among Grace 

Baptist churches, with 
pastorates in Stretham, 
Cambs., Borough Green, 
Kent, and fi nally his 

original home church, 
Hainault Road Baptist 
Church, Leyton. In 
retirement he also 
served in the church in 
Thamesmead, South 
London. Doug joined 
GBM Council in 1949, 
and served for nearly 
forty years, both as a 
Council member and 
a trustee, especially 
through the major 
changes in GBM’s work 
in the late 1960s. 

ratis untinih illam, voluptatur simil maioreprem. Udam ipsa veriorunt et estotatur? Aquidel illorep uditatendi natquatus.Labor asi blabore comnis dellacipid ulparciis eos volestiisqui ullent autem fuga. Natur, non prepers peribeatest, odis pelis etureic tatempe por modit exces at labore volum, odipsam hil ipsae perferi a dolo diam cum ipsam ani simus et velecto et offi c totat ut quistius net iduci totat volum res ad quation sequata numquia que ver

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Helen Cook and 
Steve Simmons on their marriage in 
Abingdon on 23 February. Steve led 
Hands to Help, a mission support 
work based in the Netherlands, 
and managed to persuade George 

Verwer to come and preach at 
their wedding at Abbey Baptist 
Church.   Helen and Steve were 
both widowed within a year of each 
other. Both couples had been close 
friends for years, stretching back to 
Helen and Roger’s years of service 
with GBM in Belgium. 

BORDEAUX ENVISION TEAM
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Looking towards 

the Andes from the 

neighbourhood of Buenos 

Aires, Arequipa, Peru.

See pages 11-13  
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Churches are growing 
and multiplying in the 
Global South, such that it 
is becoming the centre of 
world Christianity. GBM 
missionaries are involved 
in helping to train leaders 
and make disciples in many 
different situations. Join us 
in our week of prayer as we 
pray for mission particularly 
in Africa and Latin America. 
A DVD of prayer videos is 
being sent to every GBM 
supporting church.

SUNDAY 9 JUNE - COLOMBIA

Give thanks for the many years that Theo and Sonja 
Donner have served in Medellin,  Colombia. Theo 
teaches in the Biblical Seminary of Colombia, which 
trains pastors, youth workers, missionaries and 
evangelists who serve across Colombia and beyond. 
Theo and Sonja’s daughter Saskia and her husband Luis 
Eduardo, also teach in the Seminary.
✱ Pray for Theo’s teaching, that his lectures will equip 

students with a deep grasp of Scripture, and enable 

them to think through a Christian world-view in a 

society that is changing fast 

✱ Pray that the Seminary will remain faithful to 

Scripture, and that fi nances will be provided to enable 

students from poorer backgrounds to come to train 

for ministry

✱ Pray that Theo’s major book on The History of 

Exegesis will be published this summer   

SUNDAY 9 TO SUNDAY 16 JUNE

the
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 MONDAY 10 JUNE - PERU – 
 AREQUIPA 

After many years serving together in Simon Bolivar, 
Anthony and Roxy Green have moved on to a new 
work, and Ronny Tipismana is now the pastor of the 
church, which is growing fast. Anthony and Roxy 
work with the Bible Baptist Church in the Buenos 
Aires neighbourhood in the north of the city, as well 
as continuing their work in the township of Villa 
Magisterial. 
✱ Give thanks for several new Christians in Simon 

Bolivar, and other Christians who have come to 

the church. Pray for Ronny and Rocio as they 

make disciples, and for the church as they agree a 

constitution

✱ Pray for Anthony and Roxy’s new ministry in the 

Buenos Aires neighbourhood, that Anthony and 

Pastor Carlos will work well together, and that 

they will be able to disciple young Christians

✱ Give thanks for those who have professed faith 

in Villa Magisterial and who are preparing for 

baptism

 TUESDAY 11 JUNE - PERU 

Sarah Clay
Sarah’s ministry in Huaraz is now focussed on 
discipling Christians both in her local church and 
with female staff from the Rainbow Association. 
She is a member of the Latin Link Peru leadership 
team. Peruvian churches are now active in sending 
Peruvians to serve in mission across the world. 
✱ Pray for Sarah as she spends time with people, 

studying and applying God’s Word to everyday 

life, when that life may be very confused and 

muddled because of the backgrounds people 

come from

✱ Give thanks that Peruvians are sending people 

into mission. Pray that Peruvian churches will 

rise to the challenge of sending and supporting 

people in mission

 WEDNESDAY 12 JUNE - 

Daniel and Ellie Caballero
Daniel and Ellie are now based in the Republic of 
Ireland, where Daniel is making plans to start a 
PhD this year part-time, while ministering in Irish 
Baptist churches. At the same time he continues 
to encourage training for ministry in Peru, and 
has a particular burden to see a high standard of 
theological books translated into Spanish. 
✱ Give thanks for the online training Daniel has 

been providing through Teologia para Vivir, and 

pray that this ministry will continue to train many 

pastors in the shanty towns

✱ Pray that signifi cant theological books from a 

Reformed perspective will soon be translated into 

Spanish to benefi t churches across Latin America

 THURSDAY 13 JUNE - ZAMBIA 

Chris and Helen Hawthorne
Chris and Helen have settled at Proclamation 
Institute Zambia near Kitwe. Chris has plunged 
into teaching the next year of students, as well as 
leading the overall work of the Institute. PIZ aims 
to train faithful preachers who will handle God’s 
Word well in their ongoing ministry, to serve the 
burgeoning churches of Zambia and beyond. 
✱ Pray that the students will adapt well to the 

disciplines of full-time study, and grasp the 

wonders of God’s Word 

✱ Pray for the family as they settle, especially the 

children that they will make the change from 

school in London to learning in rural Africa 

 FRIDAY 14 JUNE - KENYA

Graham and Sally Jones
Graham and Sally Jones are based in Kisumu in 
Western Kenya. They support and mentor a number 
of younger pastors in many rural churches around 
Lake Victoria. Graham runs the Explore training 
course to teach pastors biblical studies and Christian 
doctrine. They also run fraternals and conferences. 
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✱ Pray for Graham’s training ministry among the 

pastors of rapidly spreading movements of churches. 

Pray that pastors will be able to grasp Christian 

doctrine and apply God’s Word to their own 

situations  

✱ Pray for Sally in her work with pastors’ wives, and 

the signifi cant infl uence they have in reaching 

women and children in a country where nearly half 

the population is under the age of 16 

SATURDAY 15 JUNE – GBM RADIO

Andrew and Marea Cook
Based in Abingdon, Andrew produces the programme 
Serving Today for pastors in the Global South. This is 
aired on TWR from Swaziland to Kenya. Marea also 
sends out booklets and CDs of series of programmes 
to people who connect with GBM Radio direct. 
✱ Pray for Andrew’s programme production, with 

recent series on Covenant and Daniel now going to 

air, and new series being planned

✱ Pray for the CD-by-series mailings that go out to a 

range of rural pastors in East and Southern Africa. 

Pray that these programmes will feed them in their 

ministry in many rural churches  

SUNDAY 16 JUNE - ONEHUNDREDFOLD 

Keith Charlton
Keith is based in Aylesbury in the UK, and works with 
a worldwide team to make media resources available 
online or on mobile phones for those without internet. 
This includes GBM’s radio programmes. Many of these 
resources can be a huge help to pastors with lower 
levels of literacy who learn best by listening. 
✱ Pray that audio and video resources made available 

through OneHundredFold will be a signifi cant help 

in strengthening pastors,  discipling believers and 

supporting their evangelism  across the Global South

✱ Pray that the OneHundredFold Envision team in 

Abingdon in July will equip more people to record 

audio resources for use in this way

pastors of rapidly spreading movements of churches. 

Pray for Sally in her work with pastors’ wives, and 

women and children in a country where nearly half 

Based in Abingdon, Andrew produces the programme 
 for pastors in the Global South. This is 

aired on TWR from Swaziland to Kenya. Marea also 
sends out booklets and CDs of series of programmes 

recent series on Covenant and Daniel now going to 

Pray for the CD-by-series mailings that go out to a 

range of rural pastors in East and Southern Africa. 

Pray that these programmes will feed them in their 

SUNDAY 16 JUNE - ONEHUNDREDFOLD 

Keith is based in Aylesbury in the UK, and works with 
a worldwide team to make media resources available 
online or on mobile phones for those without internet. 
This includes GBM’s radio programmes. Many of these 

Pray that audio and video resources made available 

through OneHundredFold will be a signifi cant help 

supporting their evangelism  across the Global South

Abingdon in July will equip more people to record 




