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We are probably familiar with the 
instructions, recorded in Matthew 
28:16-20, which the Lord Jesus gave 
to his disciples about their future 
mission. We find them repeated 

in the Lord’s final words to his disciples before he 
was taken up to heaven: the mission field was 
‘Jerusalem… all Judea… Samaria… to the ends of 
the earth’ (Acts 1:8).

The mandate was clear enough. But what is not 
clear to anyone who reads the early chapters of Acts 
is how far, if at all, the first Christian community 
in Jerusalem gave any thought to taking their 
mission beyond the confines of the city. We should 
not necessarily assume from the silence of the 
narrative that they had not considered the matter. 
(Was there a ‘world mission sub-committee’ tasked 
with working out a plan to be reported back to 
the apostles? Did anyone wrestle with the difficult 
matter of how to carry out evangelism in Samaria, 
an area that, for historic reasons, the Jews generally 
avoided if they could?) Whatever discussions, prayer 
meetings, planning meetings there were (if any 
such gatherings took place), it is highly unlikely that 
the church in Jerusalem had allowed for the level 
of persecution that broke out following the arrest 
and execution of Stephen – Acts 6 and 7. Yes, there 
had already been opposition and pressure from the 
religious authorities as reported in Acts 4 and 5. 
But in spite of this, the believers were increasing 
in number – Acts 6:1 – and once the potentially 
contentious issues of caring for the widows had 
been wisely resolved, the numbers further increased 
and included many priests.

And then Stephen was arrested, falsely accused 
and martyred. In the subsequent wave of persecution 
that followed, the main body of the Jerusalem 
congregation was scattered. Surely that would put 
an end to any plans for worldwide mission? Here is a 
disaster that not only takes away one of the leading 
preachers but also puts many Christian men and 
women in prison. Will not worldwide mission, let 
alone mission to Samaria, have to wait?

If we have read beyond Acts 8, we know the 
outcome! This disaster, which all but closed the 
Jerusalem church and scattered those of its members 
who were not imprisoned, had precisely the opposite 
effect from that which might have been anticipated. 
The Word of God was preached in Samaria to great 
effect. The Spirit of God oversaw the meeting of 
Philip and the Ethiopian royal finance minister, which 
resulted in the minister being baptised and making a 
joyful return to his own land, taking the gospel with 
him. (Imagine the conversation that started when 
someone later asked him, ‘How was your trip?’)

I am sure you know where all this is going! The 
last year, with all its troubles, may have seemed like 
a setback to Christian witness. Yet as the articles in 
this edition of the Herald illustrate, God has in fact 
provided surprising opportunities. Yes, the difficulties 
have often been acute (as they were for those 
believers in Jerusalem) including loss of life (then, and 
now), but the Lord’s kingdom continued to grow 
(then) and continues to grow (now). To God be 
the glory!
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Two new preaching opportunities opened up for 
Pastor Moses from Othoo church. When Kenyan 
churches were closed for three months during 
the first lockdown, several folks living nearby 
asked him to hold Sunday meetings outside 
under the trees. Local people from different 
churches attended and they kept coming 
throughout lockdown. When the churches were 
allowed to re-open, the group wanted the Bible 
teaching to continue. So it does! – but now on 
a Sunday afternoon, after people have attended 
their own church services. 

Pastor Moses has also been busy handing 
out tracts in Ahero town (they had been 
written by Sukesh Pabari during his time in 
Kenya with GBM). He met a businessman who 
liked the message in the tracts so much that 
he gathered some people in town, and invited 
Moses to go and preach to them. Since then 
he has brought a group from town to Moses’ 
church to hear the Bible teaching on a Sunday, 
and has set up a regular meeting in Ahero for 
Moses to teach God’s word.

Caring opportunities
Pastor P has seen new opportunities open up as 
he has cared for those in need. During the first 
wave of Covid-19, he and a friend took a very sick 
man to Kisumu hospital. The man had coronavirus 
and nobody else was willing to help. (He has now 
recovered.)

Since they had been in contact with a Covid 
patient, Pastor P and his friend had to stay at a 
government quarantine facility for fourteen days. 
Inside the facility Pastor P met another pastor, and 
they began running Bible studies and preaching 

meetings for others in quarantine with them. 
When the fourteen days were over, they were 
asked to pay their quarantine fees. The other 
pastor’s fees were paid by a friend, but Pastor P 
didn’t have any money. When the friend heard 
Pastor P’s testimony and what he had done, he 
paid his quarantine fees as well, and even drove 
Pastor P home in his car!

Life during the pandemic has been especially 
hard for people who earn their living in Kisumu’s 
informal sector (the Kenyan equivalent of the ‘gig 
economy’). Many have not been able to make 

After unexpectedly spending most of 2020 in the UK, Graham 
and Sally Jones are back in Kisumu. Few of the rural pastors and 
churches there can access the online opportunities that are now so 
familiar to Western churches. Yet, as Graham shares, many of them 
have been ‘making the most of every opportunity’ (Colossians 4:5) 
in their situation

Graham has also been 
teaching the ‘Survey 
of the Bible’ course 
ar Ahero Evangelical 
School of Theology

Making the most of 
every opportunity

KENYA



ends meet. Several have not been able to pay 
their rent, and have relocated back to their rural 
or ancestral homes. Pastor P’s church has lost 
about half of the membership, and half their 
income, as a result. The church has struggled 
to support others, but the Lord has been 
gracious to them.

One of Pastor P’s relatives and family lost 
their business and became homeless, so Pastor 
P and his wife invited the family to stay with 
them in their home. The husband had married 
a Muslim woman a number of years ago, and 
now they practise Islam as a family. They still 
have their Islamic prayer times but they also join 
Pastor P and his family for their daily devotions. 
The Muslim children have been attending Sunday 
School at the church and their mother has been 
to the women’s meeting several times. The 
extended family have complained that Pastor P 
is proselytising, perhaps because several Muslims 
have been converted and added to the church 
over the years. This has not been easy for Pastor 
P and his family, but they continue to take 
opportunities to share the gospel. Please pray 
that this family will all come to faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Training opportunities
In January 2020 fourteen pastors from the 
Bondo area were making good progress on 
the Explore courses from a South African Bible 
College. At the end of February, two pastors 
re-took their ‘Explore the Books of Moses’ 
course, and in mid-March the results came out 
and showed that they had passed. All fourteen 
had started the ‘Explore the Prophets’ course, and 
were working towards the exam in May 2020. 
There had been two study days and then the 
pandemic struck. 

The college in South Africa announced that 
they were postponing the courses. Eventually 
they restarted their online courses, but not the 
book courses. When we returned to Kisumu last 
December the news from the college was more 
encouraging. Although the college staff were 
still working from home, they were allowing in-
person courses to restart in other countries if it 
was safe and within the local guidelines. 

In February the pastors confirmed that they 
would like to start again, so we ran a study day 
later that month with Covid-safe measures. 
Explore is back up and running and they are 
working towards the exam in May.
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Church planting opportunities
Pastor Fred had already started a Bible study in 
Migori town before Covid-19 came. During the 
pandemic he found many people were sitting 
around in the market with nothing to occupy 
them. He intensified his evangelism and found 
many opportunities to share the gospel. Then 
he started a Sunday service. People came and a 
regular congregation developed. Some people 
came from a church that had closed and left 
an empty building, so they invited Fred to run 
the services there. This January a larger launch 
meeting was held, with other Grace Baptist 
churches supporting it. At the mid-week Bible 
study Fred is leading studies from ‘God’s People: 
the doctrine of the local church’, which he had 
seen used at the pastors’ fraternal in Kisumu in 
February 2020, a month before the pandemic 
came to Kenya.

Making the most of every  
God-given opportunity
Maranda Church in Bondo started a building 
project in 2018. The new building had 
foundations and walls but no roof. It is much 

larger than their original meeting place. When 
churches were allowed to re-open they raised 
extra money and put a roof on the new building 
because it was big enough for them to meet and 
socially distance. 

During the pandemic there have been fewer 
visitors coming to western Kenya, and so fewer 
Christian conferences. Bethsaida Church in 
Kisumu saw this as the opportunity to launch 
their own conference. They arranged for a 
speaker from the Reformed Church in Nakuru and 
invited a number of leaders they knew from a 
variety of Kisumu churches. About thirty pastors 
and other church leaders came (both men and 
women). They heard excellent Bible teaching on 
the importance of the Bible and its role in our 
lives. All the participants received some books 
and resources. Many said that they had never 
heard things like that before, and are hoping for 
another conference later in the year. 
We expect that the Covid-19 restrictions will 
remain for a long while in Africa. But while 
they do, we thank the Lord for those 
who are ‘making the most’ of their many 
opportunities.

Above: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Facing page: XXXXXX

Life during the pandemic has been hard for people who earn their living in the Kenyan equivalent 

of the ‘gig economy.’ Many have have relocated back to their rural or ancestral homes
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Pastor Moses has taken many new 

opportunities to preach the Word of God

At the Regional Leaders’ Day in Nyakach,  

Sally taught the women while Graham  

taught the men

KENYA
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For most pastors in the Philippines within 
Reformed Baptist circles, coming to the Pastors’ 
Conference at CRBC is a yearly tradition. It has 
served as a venue for needed refreshment from 
the Word, as well as from the fraternity of 
fellow ministers. In 2020 we had about four 
hundred participants, with all the three main 
islands of the country represented. It was already 
announced by the end of the conference that 
we were going to have Jeremy Walker, Conrad 
Mbewe and Noel Espinosa as our speakers for 
2021. This was met with eager anticipation. 
The Lord, however, knew already how it was 
going to transpire.

By September of last year, pressed by the 
pandemic situation, the leadership of CRBC 
decided to cancel the 2021 Pastors’ Conference. 
But a suggestion was made to do it via virtual 
conferencing instead. The elders and deacons of 
CRBC unanimously approved this, so we began 
preparing. Thanks to the wisdom and skills God 
has been pleased to grant a few of our men, we 
were able to secure the necessary equipment 
and connectivity and build a dependable system. 
With much thought and prayer we came up with 
the theme ‘God’s Servant in Troubled Times’, 
minding the difficulties the pandemic crisis 
brings to the pastoral ministry. We conducted 
the conference on three successive Saturdays in 
February. For the first Saturday, Jeremy gave a 
heart-warming exposition of 2 Corinthians 4 in 
two sessions, honest to the pressing realities of 
ministerial suffering while highlighting the even 
greater realities of the ministers’ calling. Noel 
gave two sessions the next Saturday, encouraging 
the pastors to persevere during this crisis, in 
spite of the opposition that comes from within 

and without the church. On the last Saturday 
Conrad gave two addresses encouraging 
ministers to seek out godly company and to 
avoid ungodly ones, in light of the more harmful 
crisis of moral and spiritual pandemic. After every 
session participants took the opportunity to ask 
questions in relation to what was discussed. 
We had 282 registered participants, including 
some men from other countries. They gave 
encouraging feedback, in spite of the novel 
format. Praise the Lord!

With all the restrictions we may feel during 
this present crisis, we resonate with the Apostle 
Paul’s assurance that ‘the Word of God is not 
bound’ (2 Timothy 2:9). Next year, if the Lord 
wills, we hope the conference will be back to its 
normal format. We already have one confirmed 
speaker – Rob Ventura. We have learned, 
however, that ‘many plans are in a man’s 
heart, but the purpose of the Lord will prevail’ 
(Proverbs 19:21).

Joseph Mangahas (Elder at CRBC)

Christian Compassion Ministries is 

another ministry of CRBC, showing 

the love of Christ by caring for 

Manila’s poorest. CCM’s work includes 

boys’ and girls’ homes which give 

neglected and vulnerable children a 

safe Christian home; a weekly Drop-in 

centre for homeless people, where 

they receive a meal and other support, 

and hear a clear gospel message; and 

community services such as health 

and social work, disaster relief, and 

much more.

To find out more and get regular news 

about CCM visit www.ccmmanila.org 

or email info@ccmmanila.org.

Cubao Reformed Baptist Church (CRBC) in Manila has flourished 
under the Lord’s blessing, from its beginnings in 1977 in the home 
of GBM missionaries Brian and Necy Ellis. One of the church’s 
influential ministries is the annual Pastors’ Conference, which this 
year took a very different format

Encouraging God’s servants     in troubled times

PHILIPPINES

CRBC Virtual Pastors Conference

Relief distribution to Drop-in friends

CCM relief 

operations for 

Typhoon Ulysses 
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Aries Liboro pastors the church at Valenzuela City in Metro 
Manila, as a national worker supported through GBM. Manila 
was under strict lockdown for months, bringing serious hardship 
to many and disrupting the normal patterns of church life. Yet as 
Aries reports, disciple-making still goes on

In January the church baptised 
and accepted into membership 
Neljohn, a nineteen-year-old 

man who is at college nearby. 
We got to know him through his 

cousin Jason. Jason lives and works 
on an island called Cebu, but when he 

comes to visit his family in Valenzuela City he 
attends our church services. Jason invited Neljohn 
and his other relatives to come and listen to the 
preaching of God’s word. Neljohn came, and by 
God’s grace he came to repentance and faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and applied for church 
membership. He now faithfully attends the 
church services.

I had been concerned for Neljohn as he is a 
new member of the church and is really just 
getting to know us. So I invited him to join some 
of the church members for a day out. We rode 
our scooters to some waterfalls about two hours 
away from the church building and had a great 
day together, swimming and enjoying each other’s 
company. It did not cost very much, it was nice to 
get out of the city, and it gave Neljohn a chance 
to get to know some of the members a bit more.

During the past few months we have been 

giving out relief goods, both to people affected 
by the recent typhoons and to those whose 
livelihoods were hit by the lockdowns. Each time 
I would preach a short evangelistic message, then 
give out the relief goods which also had several 
gospel tracts in the bag. One recipient of these 
relief goods was Vinley’s family. Vinley is fifteen 
years old and lives right next door to the church. 
She started attending the worship services and 
the youth programme on Sunday afternoons on a 
regular basis.

I try to meet up with Neljohn and Vinley during 
the week, really just to try and get to know 
them more. We play table tennis and I have 
been teaching them how to play the guitar. I 
teach them Christian songs which is very good 
for Vinley, because whilst she is learning to play 
the guitar she also gets to learn more about the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Neljohn has been helping me 
encourage Vinley to continue attending.

In March we accepted another new member 
into the church. Her name is Marites; she is 
married and has three children. She was working 
abroad in Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, but when 
her contract at a hospital ended in December 
she came back to the Philippines. Her husband 

Diligent discipleship

PHILIPPINES

Above, left: Trip to Verdivia falls with church members   Above, right: Neljohn and Aries on the scooter

Below: Women’s fellowship meeting in February at the nipa hut 
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It couldn’t be clearer. God promises that we will receive ‘whatever 
we ask’ in prayer, as long as we are praying ‘according to his will.’ 
That is what he says in 1 John 5:14-15

and children are not believers, but she has been 
bringing them along to the church services. Sadly 
her husband often has to work on Sundays, but 
when he does have a Sunday off, he attends the 
service. In an effort to get to know her family 
more and make them feel welcome in the church 
we invited them to our house for dinner. Please 
do pray for the conversion of Marites’ family.

These past few months we have had two other 
regular new visitors, Aldrin and his girlfriend Jona. 
They are both professing Christians. Jona’s dad 
lives and works in Valenzuela City; she initially 
came to visit him, but during her visit he became 
ill and needed assistance. So for now she has 
been keeping him company till he gets better. 
Jona has been inviting their relatives to attend 
the church services, which is very encouraging for 
us. Again, in an effort to get to know them more 
and welcome them in the church, we invited 
them for a meal and we ate in the ‘nipa hut’ 
outside our house which we use for Bible studies. 
Please do pray that whilst Jona is here with us she 
will be able to invite her dad to attend the 
worship services, and that Aldrin will invite his 

relatives. Pray that they too may come to the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Since September the lockdown rules have eased 
in the province where we live (Bulacan). We can 
now gather more freely, although we do have 
to be careful with the meetings as the virus is 
still around. Our members are prepared to take 
some risk for the sake of being together and 
encouraging one another. We have been able 
to hold the couples’ fellowship twice, and the 
women’s fellowship has restarted. In February the 
women’s fellowship met at our home; they had 
a Bible study and then shared a meal together. 
It was a good opportunity for Marites to get to 
know more of the ladies in the church. Many of 
them have recently faced trials – from relationship 
problems to financial difficulties due to the Covid 
pandemic – so this was a valuable opportunity to 
hear God’s word, enjoy each other’s company and 
encourage one another.

This has been a difficult year, but God has been 
with us, helping us to continue making disciples. 
Thank you so much for all your prayers for us and 
the ministry here in Valenzuela City.

‘Yes’, says someone, ‘that’s a wonderful 
promise. But right now it’s not much good 
to me, because I simply don’t know what 
his will is.’

I have good news for you. Everything will 
change if you start praying for the opposite. Let 
me explain. You know the Lord, don’t you? You 
have been walking with him for some time and 
you know the sort of things that please him. 

And (which is more important for our purpose) 
you know the sort of things that don’t please 
him. For some unknown reason, we all find 
those displeasing things easier to define. So 
fix your mind on those – and then pray for the 
opposite! In doing that you will find not only 
that you are praying ‘according to his will’, but 
that your prayers are more specific and more 
often filled with faith.

PRAYING FOR  
THE OPPOSITE!

Guitar lesson with Neljohn and Vinley 
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This has been a difficult 
year, but God has been with 
us, helping us to continue 
making disciples
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Praying for missionaries
Let me give you an example of all this. Let 
loose your imagination. Picture two fictional 
missionaries, husband and wife, who work 
with GBM. Paint in your mind a scenario that 
is obviously not in line with God’s will. Neither 
of the two is walking closely with the Lord. 
Slowly over the years their ‘quiet times’ have 
shrivelled and died. There are now tensions in 
their marriage. They have both become short-
tempered with the children. The husband no 
longer has any joy in preparing to preach, while 
his wife is resentful that they are no longer in 
close touch with friends from years ago. Both 
of them are grumpy that the local Christians 
don’t seem to appreciate the enormous sacrifices 
they have made to come and help them. They 
are increasingly gloomy as they think about the 
future. And so it goes on.

This is not what the Lord wants, is it? So it is 
now crystal clear what we should pray for our 
GBM missionaries. We should pray that they will 
be men and women who return constantly to the 
cross to confess their sins and to have their walk 
with the Lord renewed. We should pray that their 
home life will be a touch of heaven. We should 
ask the Lord that those who preach his word will 

learn to wait upon him and get all their messages 
freshly from his presence. Our missionaries need 
us to pray that the Lord will comfort them in 
their lonely moments, draw near to them in their 
discouragements, and consciously accompany 
them in their enterprises. And, yes, there is so 
much more we should pray about. But we have 
got this far by thinking about the opposite.

Praying for missions
In a similar vein, let us imagine a mission that 
is insufficiently prayed for, poorly administered, 
clearly underfunded, and seeing hardly any new 
candidates presenting themselves for missionary 
service. In that mission is it the Lord’s will that 
conversions should be few, that the work of 
church planting should crawl, that indigenous 
leaders should be slow to emerge, and that 
training for such leaders should be scarce? Is 
it his will that so many nations are still largely 
unevangelised and that there are countless people 
groups that have not yet been reached at all? Is it?
No, no, and no! If that is not his will, it is clear 
what is! That, then, is what we should pray for. 
And if we do, we will have ‘whatever we ask’!

Stuart Olyott

It is a strange irony that some of the most challenging 
mission fields are the most underreported. Missionaries in 
places particularly hostile to the gospel cannot speak openly 
about themselves or their work. They can seem like the 
‘unknown missionaries.’ So how can we support them?
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Unknown missionaries
HIDDEN IN THE CROWD 

PRAYING FOR THE OPPOSITE
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The connection between missionaries and their 
supporters has changed dramatically over the 
years. When William Carey, the Judsons, Henry 
Martyn and other pioneering missionaries left 
their homelands in the late-18th and early-19th 
centuries, they had little expectation that they 
would see their families and friends again. They 
wrote when they could, but their supporters 
‘holding the ropes’ back home didn’t hear news 
very often. They didn’t expect to. Yet since there 
were so few missionaries at that time, it was 
perhaps easier for supporters to keep a prayerful 
focus on their missionaries despite the lack of 
information from the field.

As communications improved we have become 
used to regular prayer letters 
and reports from missionaries 
– then emails, social media 
posts and videos. Thanks to 
a combination of WhatsApp 
and Google Translate we 
can even communicate 
very quickly with Ronny 
Tipismana, our non-English 
speaking missionary in 
Arequipa! One side benefit 
of the pandemic is that 
we’ve realised that most 
missionaries are only a Zoom 
call away. The world has 
shrunk.

All this is good. It helps us to keep a close, 
prayerful and loving connection to God’s 
servants across the world. Easier communication 
encourages the missionaries. How wonderful, 
when you’re facing tough times in your 
missionary service, to be able to see and hear a 
group of faithful supporters pray for you! How 
wonderful to hear them rejoicing in prayer for the 
blessings God has granted!

But in our visual and immediate age, we must 
be careful not to overlook the unknown mission-
aries who cannot present themselves and their 
ministry openly. We know that the unbelieving 
world is always against the gospel and God’s 

people. But in some societies, including several 
in Asia, this is especially pronounced. In such 
countries there may be strong cultural resistance 
to the gospel, authoritarian and repressive re-
gimes, or hard-line religious opposition. GBM has 
workers in such places. Their names and pictures 
cannot feature in the Herald, nor can we publicly 
mention their locations or say much about their 
ministries. Yet behind the anonymous and vague 
reports are real people in specific places experi-
encing struggles and joys just as fully as we do.

Serving ‘under the radar’
One couple serving in Asia have recently been 
through one of the hardest months of their time 

in that country. Their work 
operates unofficially – ‘under 
the radar.’ The authorities have 
begun to look more closely at 
what might be going on due 
to associated issues in anoth-
er city. So one morning the 
national security bureau visited 
the landlord and began look-
ing around the building where 
the work is based. Thankfully 
the authorities didn’t enter 
their particular part of the 
building – had they done so 
they would no doubt have 

shut down the work. Nevertheless, the threat of 
a return visit has meant that the work must move 
online for the time being.

This incident illustrates the additional pressures 
that unknown missionaries often face. Serious 
oppression or persecution is alien to us in the 
UK. We have had a small taste of legal restric-
tions on our worship during the last year, which 
we’ve generally accepted as being necessary and 
short-term. But elsewhere our brothers and sisters 
are under continual threat of interference, arrest 
or even physical harm. We must support them 
in prayer. The Lord’s warnings and promises in 
Matthew 10:16-42 have very direct and particular 
application to these servants. Ask God to make 

them ‘wise as serpents and innocent as doves.’ 
Ask him to help them live each day in the true 
fear of God that drives out the paralysing fear 
of man. Ask him to protect them. Ask him that, 
should they suffer, they will ‘fear no evil for you 
are with me’ (Psalm 23:4).

A temptation
Perhaps there is also a very subtle temptation that 
unknown missionaries face. They may be tempted 
to self-pity or discontent because hardly anyone 
knows how much they’ve given up to serve the 
Lord, or the extent of their hardships, or the dan-
gers and pressures of their situation. Perhaps few 
people know their names. Might Satan use these 
realities to discourage them?

I suggest this because missionaries are normal 
Christians, prone to temptation as we all are. All 
of us like to be appreciated. When we have done 
something good, helpful or challenging, we natu-
rally want others to know – and to show their ap-
proval. Now it is good to encourage others – the 
Bible commands it! – but Scripture also warns us 
against seeking praise from people. As we mature 
in faith we increasingly learn to receive encour-
agement (and criticism!) with gratitude, but to be 
less swayed by a desire for man’s approval. The 

apostle Paul learned this: ‘For am I now seeking 
the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please man? If I were still trying to please man, I 
would not be a servant of Christ’ (Galatians 1:10). 
We should encourage our missionaries, but we 
should also pray for them to be content seeking 
God’s approval alone. That will sustain them even 
if their labours in the Lord are largely unknown, 
unreported, unappreciated. ‘As unknown, and yet 
well known’ – ‘what we are is known to God’ (2 
Corinthians 6:9, 5:11).

Known to God
In Christ’s eternal kingdom popularity and public 
praise count for nothing. ‘The last will be first, 
and the first last’ (Matthew 20:16). There are 
plenty of anonymous ‘heroes of the faith’ in 
Scripture, and there will be many others through 
the years and around the world. You can pray for 
unknown missionaries even if you know little of 
their circumstances, because the Father to whom 
you pray knows them intimately. ‘God’s firm foun-
dation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows 
those who are his” ’ (2 Timothy 2:19).

Paul Brunning
(Scripture quotations from the ESV)
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Once while I was in Zimbabwe and attending 
the funeral of a young pastor who had died 
from kidney failure, someone in the large crowd 
identified my voice. He called out, ‘Are you’ – 
then he mentioned my name followed by – ‘on 
the radio?’ Quickly I was introduced to the young 
pastor who had called out. With a broad smile on 
his face he said, ‘I listen to you every week.’ What 
a lovely surprise and a joy to meet this servant of 
the Lord. He had never been in contact before, so 
he was a wonderful reminder that many people 
listen to GBM’s radio programmes who we will 
probably never hear of this side of glory.

Back in 2008 when Maciek Stolarski and I 
made our first visit to Zimbabwe, it was very 
clear we were in a really needy country. Poverty, 
unemployment, poor health infrastructure and 
an astronomically high inflation rate meant life 
was incredibly difficult – especially for the Lord’s 

people. We had gone to conduct a teaching 
workshop for pastors, who showed the strains of 
living and serving the Lord in such difficult times. 
As we were leaving, William Danyere, who with 
Lovemore Tomboriyo arranged our visit, said that 
even we if had done nothing more than visit them 
it meant so much knowing that other believers 
cared about their situation.

After that we made annual visits to the country 
to conduct pastors’ workshops, first in Harare 
and later in Hwange and Bulawayo to help these 
men in their preaching. Others joined us including 
Mary Stolarski, Chris Boyes, Roger and Gill Prime 
and Mark Drury. Ladies’ conferences were also 
held as Mary and Gill spent time with them 
around God’s word. Early on we realised that 
the best people to teach Zimbabwean pastors 
were Zimbabwean pastors, so our emphasis 
changed and we concentrated on establishing 

a ‘Training of Trainers’ (TOT) course (2 Timothy 
2:2). Eventually this became a group of twelve 
able pastors who had a week of intensive study; 
they in turn taught other pastors in various 
centres around the country throughout the year. 
These indigenous workshops have been really 
appreciated, as so many pastors have had little 
or no training at all in how the handle the 
Word of God.

Although economically things did improve 
slightly, life has continued to be extremely 
hard. At present, with the effects of Covid, 
very many are at breaking point. In 2018 one 
Zimbabwean dollar was worth one US dollar; 
today eighty-three Zimbabwean dollars buy one 
US dollar. The very few who have jobs, such as 
civil servants, health workers and teachers, are 
paid in Zimbabwean dollars – so they have seen 
the value of their earnings plummet. The Covid 

restrictions have made life even harder for this 
sorely-tried nation; most families struggle really 
hard to provide one meal per day and suicides 
have increased as people despair of providing for 
their families. During this time churches have not 
been allowed to meet and many pastors have 
been asked by their people, ‘Where is the Lord in 
all that is happening?’ The faith of many is being 
severely tested.

The Zimbabwe Partnership Trust has come 
out of our growing interest in the Lord’s work 
in Zimbabwe, and the Trust now takes full 
responsibility for both the TOT course and 
indigenous pastors’ workshops. The Trust has 
also helped with many of the humanitarian needs 
that so many face. These have been particularly 
acute in recent years as the country has been hit 
by dreadful droughts and infestations of various 
kinds, ruining harvests and bringing starvation to 
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PARTNERSHIP AMIDST   THE HARDSHIP

ZIMBABWE

In ‘retirement’ Derek French 
continues helping the GBM Radio 
team one day per week. Through 
his radio work Derek developed a 
close connection with Zimbabwe, 
and here he tells the story of a 
significant ministry that supports 
Zimbabwean churches today



Above: Chris Boyes leads a ‘Training of 

Trainers’ session 

Top: Derek (left) and the men involved 

with the first ‘Training of Trainers’ course

Right: Food prepration for orphan 

feeding
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many. Projects include orphan feeding centres, 
famine relief, provision of seed and fertilizer for 
crops, a project that breeds goats to help the 
poorest of families (especially those made up of 
orphans), drilling bore holes for fresh water and 
irrigation of crops in several communities, the 
building of a medical clinic to provide healthcare 
for a number of rural communities, and two 
projects designed to help young people learn skills 
so as to support themselves and provide for their 
families. One of these facilities is the Community 
Development Centre in Mount Darwin under 
the leadership of Pastor Trymore Mateyanganga, 
whom the Lord has used to plant eleven churches 
in that part of the country during the last 
fourteen years. The other is in Bulawayo under 
the leadership of Gideon Chishamba. The young 
people receive training in carpentry, building, shoe 
making, fish farming, horticulture and sewing. All 

of these projects are done through local churches 
and are for the benefit of whole communities, 
leading to many gospel opportunities. As I write 
this, news has come in of the faithful work done 
by Pastor Albert in the deep rural areas around 
Bulawayo. He takes emergency food rations for 
the desperately needy, and preaches the gospel 
each time he visits. During the past year he has 
seen the Lord save many people – for which we 
can give thanks!

Zimbabwe is a lovely but needy land, where 
the Lord’s people and the general population face 
great hardships. Pray particularly for pastors who 
carry a heavy load, that the Lord will graciously 
use them as they minister into such difficult 
situations. May they be sustained and by God’s 
grace see a spiritual harvest in coming days!

For more information about the Zimbabwe 
Partnership Trust visit www.zpt.org.uk

Reformation Today is therefore committed to a passion
for world mission and offers a global perspective by sharing
news of gospel progress.

Reformation Today aims at encouraging churches and individuals
to embrace and hold the biblical faith as outlined in the
London Baptist Confession of Faith (1689).

Reformation Today aims to address current
challenges and opportunities for the progress
of the gospel and for the ministry of the church.

Please support this ministry by
subscribing to our magazine now.

Subscriptions can be started through
our website:

reformation-today.org/subscription-non-uk/
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NEW PASTOR FOR 
KESGRAVE

The fellowship at Kesgrave 
Baptist Church in Suffolk are 
greatly encouraged that Tom 
Mawson has accepted their call 
to be their Pastor and Evan-
gelist. God willing he will start 
this role in June. Tom has been 
a member of nearby Laxfield 
Baptist Church for eleven years, 
and will move to Kesgrave with 
his wife Elly and their two young 
children, aged five and three.

Tom is currently a maths 

teacher in a high school, but 
feels called to full-time Christian 
ministry which will be quite a 
change in many ways. He also 
currently leads Pioneer Christian 
Camp, a role in which he plans 
to continue serving.

Tom, whose father Tim is 
the pastor of Laxfield Baptist 
Church, grew up near Kesgrave 
and knows the area well. He 
hopes to quickly draw alongside 
people in the community and 
build relationships within  
the church.
Martin Tatham

MIDDLESBROUGH – 
A FRUSTRATING YET 
FRUITFUL YEAR
Like many other fellowships, 
I guess the past year can best 
be described as ‘frustrating yet 
fruitful.’

Frustrating because all our 
services have been online for the 
past twelve months, not only 
because of Covid restrictions, but 
also our church boiler gave up. It 
has also been frustrating to see 
our children’s work put on hold 
as both Toddlers and Friday Kids’ 
Club were excellent outreach 
opportunities. As a pastor I’ve 
also been frustrated because my 
opportunities to do home visits 
have been severely curtailed. I’m 
guessing my wife will tell you 
all about ‘GPS’ (Grumpy Pastor 
Syndrome!).

However, it’s not all bad news. 
Here are some of the more fruitful 
aspects of church life.

I firmly believe that the past 
year has brought our church 
closer together. We have 
identified new areas of fellowship, 
including a daily online ‘Thought 
for the Day’ (9:00-9:30am) 
where various speakers give a 
daily thought, followed by a time 
of prayer. We have also started 
an informal monthly discussion 
group covering topical issues 
affecting our daily lives.

Our Sunday worship has 
introduced us to a wider 
congregation, and it’s been 
amazing to have visitors joining 
us from around the country and 
sometimes from Europe!

I have been able to continue 
my involvement with school work 

as Chair of Governors at a local 
primary academy and as governor 
at a local senior academy. Just 
before the Easter break, I had the 
privilege of Zooming six hundred 
children from my study as I told 
them the real meaning of Easter. 

I would also thank all those 
who responded to our request 
to help with the cost of the new 
heating system – over £10,000 
came in over a two-week period. 
God Is good.

Would you please pray with us 
that in coming out of lockdown 
we will see the Lord’s guiding 
hand on us as we reach out to 
our local community. ‘We’ll praise 
him for all that is past, and trust 
him for all that’s to come.’
Ken Stone (Pastor)
Providence Baptist Church, 
Hemlington

ENTERPRISING 
OUTREACH IN THE 
WEST END

The Lord has given two 
particular opportunities to Hope 
Community Church during the 
past year.

First, we were able 
to publish Looking for 
Love, an evangelistic 
booklet telling the 
story of Debbie Smith, 
one of our members. 
Debbie came to 
faith in her seventies 
but her background 
was a lifelong 
search for love and truth, and 
included connections with Soho’s 
disreputable past. We hoped 
her story could connect with 
people in the West End and 
self-publishing eventually proved 
within our reach.

The pandemic affected door-to-
door distribution of the booklet, 
but we delivered it as a Christmas 
gift to more than four hundred 

homes in Covent Garden. As 
lockdown restrictions ease we 
plan to follow this up in person. 
We’ve also shared it with family, 
friends and neighbours, as well 
as some leading individuals in the 
Soho community.

A more unexpected 
opportunity came 
through Keith Holmes’ 
involvement in work 
with rough sleepers. 
This is a longstanding 
issue in central London, 
and Keith’s concern 
led the council to ask 
him to help with a 
local food distribution 

programme at the beginning of 
the first lockdown. As Keith got 
to know individuals, we asked 
ourselves what we could do as a 
church.

The outcome was a weekly 
community meal after our Sunday 
service for up to ten invited 
guests, at which we could get 
to know them and discover 
more about their needs. This has 

been a challenging but valuable 
experience. We’ve learnt a lot and 
are in the process of working out 
how to move forward. One key 
principle was that attendance at 
church wasn’t required to come 
to the meal, but some have come 
(one continuing regularly on 
Zoom!), and three came weekly 
to lunch with an evangelistic 
study. We praise God for these 
gospel opportunities and pray 
that by the work of the Spirit they 
will bear fruit.

Please pray for particular 
individuals who have been 
helped during the pandemic, 
including Esther (Keith has 
provided vital help in sorting out 
her financial affairs), Ross (who 
we’ve supported while he has 
spent more than three months 
in hospital after a lower leg 
amputation), and Paul and Sjors 
(rough sleepers facing different 
challenges who have shown real 
spiritual interest). The Lord knows 
their practical and spiritual needs.
Andrew Murray

UKCHURCH
NEWS

Providence Baptist Church, Hemlington: Happier times, when we 
could freely enjoy close fellowship
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FRANK ELLIS
1933-2021
Frank Ellis was a towering figure 
in what was then the Strict 
Baptist Mission 
when I had the 
privilege of coming 
to work alongside 
him in 1973. He 
served as General 
Secretary of SBM 
from 1969 to 1976.

Frank spearheaded 
two major 
developments which 

shaped the Mission for decades to 
come. The first was what became 
known as ‘Into all the World.’ For 
over one hundred years SBM had 
prided itself on being a mission to 
the Tamil people, mainly in South 
India. A changing world and a 
fresh examination of Scripture 
questioned this approach and 
opened up involvement in mission 
work anywhere that the Lord may 
lead. The second development 
also sprang from a re-examination 
of Scripture and its emphasis 
on the local church as God’s 
instrument for mission. This led 
to a quiet, but very significant, 
change of focus – away from 
carrying out work on behalf of 
the churches to helping churches 
to do their work in fellowship 
with others.

Though Frank was deeply 

involved in the decision to 
establish the Mission Centre in 
Abingdon and expected to be 
based there, he never was. Frank 
received an invitation to the 
pastorate at Devonshire Drive 
Baptist Church, Greenwich. He 
accepted this, became part-
time with SBM and remained in 
London. His contribution to the 
Mission was immense and his 
legacy lives on.
Chris Richards

Throughout Frank’s time with 
the Mission it was my privilege 
to work closely with him. He 
had a true pastoral heart. He 
enjoyed being with people and 
his visits to the churches were 
greatly appreciated right across 
the spectrum of Strict 

Baptists. This was important in 
his calling to head up the work 
of the Mission and particularly at 
that time.

Frank had a keen brain with 
excellent powers of thought, 
ideas, and the ability to 
communicate new ways for 
progressing into the future. 
He proved the right choice 
of General Secretary for that 
important period in the history of 
SBM. I hold Frank in high esteem. 
The glory of heaven now shines 
upon him.
Philip Grist

Frank’s son Richard Ellis adds:
My father joined the army, in the 
Household Cavalry – in his words, 
to ‘run away from his Christian 
home.’ His roles were many and 
varied; including being on guard 
outside Whitehall on his horse, 
Brutus. He reached the rank of 
captain and was sent to Egypt 
during the Suez Crisis in 1956/7. 
It was there in Egypt that he came 
to faith; his mother – having 
fervently prayed for his conversion 
– had hidden a Bible in his pack 
before leaving home for the army.

He met Hazel, his wife-to-
be, in 1952 when he was 
accompanying his father on 
a preaching engagement at a 
chapel in Leatherhead. In his own 
words, his clear intention was to 
scout for ‘talent.’ It was love at 
first sight and they married on 12 
June 1957.

It is no secret that Dad suffered 
with his mental health over the 
years and endured two nervous 
breakdowns. At times his faith 
was shaken but I have witnessed 
his great perseverance, in 
that whilst he may have been 
physically and mentally weak, 
his trust in God was firm and 
he never let go of the eternal 
hope that he had to his dying 
day. He was a man of great 
patience and bore his obvious 
physical discomforts with quiet, 
uncomplaining grace.

ELSIE JONES
1939-2021
My mother Elsie grew up 
in Clapham, London in the 
aftermath of the Second World 
War. As a teenager she attended 
Courland Grove Baptist Church, 
where she came to faith and 
served as a Sunday School teacher 
and Campaigner Leader.

Whilst working in London, Elsie 
felt the Lord was calling her to 

missionary service in South India. 
She started her training, and 
one holiday met Jim Jones – also 
training to become a missionary 
in India! As an engaged couple 
they sailed to India in 1961. 
Jim then spent two years in 
Namakkal whilst Elsie was two 
hundred miles away in Kovilpatti. 
They were married in the Union 
Church, Kotagiri in 1964 and 
served as SBM missionaries in the 
Panayadipatti area for the next 
three years. Upon their return, 
Elsie worked and supported Jim 
as the Pastor and Superintendent 
of St. Giles’ Christian Mission 
in Islington where they served 
for twenty-three years until 
their retirement to Broadstairs. 
(Jim passed away last year – see 
Herald, September 2020.)
Marion Jones

NEWS
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MELVYN NASH
We have just received news that 
Mission Council member Melvyn 
Nash, from Spring Meadow 
Baptist Church, passed peacefully 
into the presence of the Lord on 
5 April after a long illness. His 
warm fellowship, wisdom and 
helpful participation in Council 
and Finance Committee meetings 

will be missed. Please pray for his 
wife Christine, the family and the 
church.

SAM REES – GETTING 
DOWN TO WORK IN 
MEDELLÍN
Sam has now begun his Envision 
placement at the Biblical Seminary 
of Colombia in Medellín, teaching 
English to the students and 
faculty. This is very important for 
them as an English component 
is required in order to have any 
degree validated. If you would 
like to receive Sam’s prayer letter 
or make a gift towards his costs 
then please contact GBM Mission 
Centre in Abingdon.

REBEKAH 
HAWTHORNE – 
BAPTISM IN KITWE
On Sunday, 28 March a joyful 
baptism service was held at Kitwe 

Church, Zambia. Six believers 
were baptised on profession of 
faith, including Chris and Helen 
Hawthorne’s daughter Rebekah. 
Join us in giving thanks for 
God’s goodness to Rebekah 
and the family, and pray for her 
as she grows in faith and love 
for the Lord.

GBM NEWS

NAME

ADDRESS                                                                                             POSTCODE

                                                                                                        COUNTRY

EMAIL

GIFT AID DECLARATION
p I wish GBM to claim gift aid on all donations I make to GBM. I confirm I have paid or will pay an 
amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least 
equal to the amount of tax that will be reclaimed on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that 
other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of 
tax on every £1 that I give.

SIGNED                         DATE             

Please notify Grace Baptist Mission if you:
· Want to cancel this declaration   · Change your name or home address    
· No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO
Grace Baptist Mission CIO  12 Abbey Close, Abingdon-on-Thames, Oxon, OX14 3JD 
Or scan and email to infodesk@gbm.org.uk

PLEASE USE MY GIFT: 
p Wherever the need is greatest

p For the designated support of

(PLEASE SPECIFY) 
(GBM CIO Trustees reserve the right to 
use donations for general charitable 
purposes of the organisation should the 

need arise)

PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER
p I have made an online transfer/bank deposit of £      
(amount) on   |       |       |       | (date)

p I have set up an online standing order with my bank to 
pay £         on the      (day) of        (month) and then  
monthly/quarterly/annually thereafter.

Grace Baptist Mission CIO account:
HSBC, Abingdon  
Sort code 40-08-10    Account number: 71100335

PAY BY CHEQUE
I enclose a cheque for:  

£
made payable to  
Grace Baptist Mission CIO
p I do not require an 
acknowledgement of this gift

STANDING ORDER FORM
p I have downloaded a GBM standing order form from the 
GBM website: www.gbm.org.uk and I have completed this 
and sent it to my bank.
 

p I enclose a copy of this form for GBM’s records.  

Grace Baptist Mission CIO - Registered charity No: 1157506

You can now donate by 

PayPal on the GBM website
:

gbm.org.uk

I WANT TO SUPPORT  
GRACE BAPTIST MISSION

NEW BOOK BY 
THEO DONNER
We are delighted 
to report that Theo 
Donner’s book, 
Reflexions on the History 
of Exegesis, has now 
been published (in 
Spanish) and is on sale. 
Please give thanks for 
Theo’s work, and pray 
that the book will prove 
helpful to many.
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Christ has given his Church the work of mission: to make disciples 
of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all 
that he has commanded us. This is an immense task – how can we 
reach the nations for Christ?

The Apostle Paul felt the weight 
and urgency of mission. Yet he 
knew that his greatest efforts – 
on their own – would achieve 
nothing. He could only plant the 
seed and others just watered 
it. Life, growth and increase is 
always God’s sovereign work 
(see 1 Corinthians 3:5-7).

GOD GIVES THE INCREASE 
That’s a good reason to pray, 
and to pray confidently.
Join us during our Week of 
Prayer, to pray specifically 

and boldly for God to give 
the increase through GBM 
missionaries and churches. 
Pray for the different kinds 
of increase: that disciples 
would grow in grace; that 
unconverted people would 
come to faith; that more gospel 
churches would be planted and 
strengthened. To help you pray 
we have produced the eight-day 
prayer guide overleaf and we 
will also release a series of 
short videos linked with each 
day’s theme.

NEW FOR 2021!
Daily Zoom prayer meetings 
throughout the Week of Prayer, 
featuring GBM missionaries. 
Each prayer meeting will last 
about 45 minutes. These 
will take place at a variety 
of times to fit with the 
missionaries’ time zones, and 
to give supporters a choice of 
meetings at convenient times 
throughout the week.
Register online by 10 June 
at gbm.org.uk/prayer2021

GBM ANNUAL MISSION DAY 2021
Saturday, 30 October at the Renewal Centre, Solihull. 

Save the date, and join us for an encouraging day of mission 
reports and fellowship.

We hope to make the meetings securely available online for 
those who are unable to travel. 

Full details later in the year.

GBM’s Athelington event is a self-catering lodge, 

camping or caravanning holiday in the beautiful 

Suffolk countryside. This year running Friday to Friday.

Daily Bible ministry from Daniel Caballero 

Hear from GBM missionaries 

Plenty of free time, plus games, outings, 

activities Children’s programme for primary 

school age 

Full details, brochure and booking at  

gbm.org.uk/athelington

GBM WEEK OF PRAYER 2021  13-20 JUNE

See centre pages for the daily prayer guide.

Also look out for the videos which will be sent to GBM member 
churches and supporting churches in advance, and released online 
during the week.
PLUS: join us and the missionaries for a Zoom prayer meeting 
each day throughout the week. Register by 10 June at  
gbm.org.uk/prayer2021 

Join us at Root Hill, 21 - 28 August

# FULLY-CATERED CAMP FOR 16-25 YEAR OLDS

# BIBLE MINISTRY FROM NEIL RICHARDSON

# MISSION SPEAKERS

# ACTIVITIES AND OUTINGS

Full details, brochure and booking at  

gbm.org.uk/roothill

Join us

this summer at

Athelington 2021
30 July – 6 August

Full details and  

online booking at

gbm.org.uk

ROOT HILL  
YOUTH CAMP
# ROOTHILL

21-28 AUG 2021

GBM WEEK OF PRAYER 2021  13-20 JUNE


